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Mohammedans are Navana champs |

Sports Reporter

Dhaka Moham-
medan Spor-ting
Chub are the new
senior division
ericket league

the equal the
combatants in the table,
stretched into the

shadows of the t, by
which time most of the good

crowd had beaten a hasty re-
treat to break their day-long

fast. Thankfully enough, there

utting the lie to the

Lmhn:m:udtnh:l‘l‘t
charged and high stakes con
frontation between the Big
Twe of our

ter struck in the fifth ball of
the second over with the score

return catch as he went
through his stroke to a ball
that secemed to have come on
after stopping a bit.

Raman Lamba, who had
scored two hundreds against
out rather tragically in
tenth over when an Ashoka De
Silva straight drive was de-
flected by bowler Dulu on to
the stumps at the bowler’s end
with Lamba out of his crease
trying to back up a sharp call
for a single,

Shri Lankan Ashoka de Silva
then found some one whose
form was and who was
not as {ll-starred as the Indian.

The man was the burly
Akram Khan, from Chittagong,
and the two put on 100 runs
for the third wicket before
Akram was run out by a throw
from Suru for 42.

Ashoka de Silva, meanwhile,
continued to live dangerously
with Bulbul and Wahid drop-
ping. him much te, the chagrin
of the Mohammedan support-

ers. The leflt-handed Shri
Lankan was the mainstay of
thl.- Abahani batting with an in-
ol exactly hundred made

#ﬂ' 25 balls with the help of
;:!h;:l. Htﬂr:;t the most of
sloppy ing the
Mnhammedun plnﬁbri Thc

=
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ASHOKA DE SILVA ... 100
unassuming Shri Lnnk:;:wu
particularly severe on the er-
ratic Mohammed Ali, who
bowled too full and conceded

14 runs in one over.
Mahbubur Rahman Selim

‘with 23 and Khaled Mahmud

Sujan with 28 helped De Silva
to take the Abahani score Lo
225 for seven wickets from 45
overs. ‘

However, one felt that the
Abahani batsmen failed to force
the run rate with none of their
batsmen being able to carry out
an effective slog as Shri
Lankan Gamagee bowled a

line,

Ofl-spinner Aminul [slam
Bulbul was the most successful
Mohammedan bowler with
figures of two for 30,

Gamagee bowled his quota
of nine overs to capture one
wicket for 34 runs. Dulu took
one for 19 and Shantoo picked
up one for 35.

Golam Nawsher Prince, the
left-arm Abahani paceman,
gave his side an ideal start by
clean bowling Azhar Hossain
Shantoo, for four. Jahangir
Alam played all over an in-
swinger from Raman Lamba to
be.bewled. for 15 (o make
Mohammedans two for 53, and

the Abahani players were cock-

a-hoop.
Sudarshan Gurugee, the
leflt-handed Shri Lankan,

started from where he had left
off in the first round match
([Gurugee had got 83 nst
Abahani] and together with
skipper Minhazul Abedin
Nannu, he calmly took apart
the bowling. Gurugee was iIn
great touch, unhurried, as-
sured and played every ball on
its merit. The left-right com-
bination of Nannu and Gurugee
put on 112 runs from 19.4
overs to wrest the inftiative
from the Abahani bowlers.

Nannu failed to recover his
ground afler being sent back
by Gurugce to be run out at a
time when none of the Abahant
bowlers looked like dismissing
him. He played 72 balls to
score 68 with the help of four
fours.

Gurugee's glorious 886,
studded with six fours off 96
balls, came to an end when he
tried to steer a straight deliv-
ery from Selitm.

Selim, who went to claim
the wickets of Bulbul and
Rafiq, finished with the fine

of three for 20 with his
leg breaks.

Golam Faruq Suru and
Gamagce remained at the kill
as Mohammedans made 226
for six in 44 overs.

Lamba took one for 31 and
Prince one for 28,

The Metropolis or senfor
division _league, which was

the only other sides to have
an the championship.
Following is the roll of

honour since the start of the
league in 1974-75:
SCOREBOARD

ABAHANI J

Masum ¢ and b Dulu

R Lamba run out

Ashoka ¢ Wahid b Bulbul |

Akram Khan run out i

Selim st Jahangir b

Shantoo

Faruque bowled Bulbul

Sujan bw Gamagee

Prince not out

Extras:[b 2.Ib B.wb §)

Total: (for seven wickets) 226

~-8ul8 B84u

Fall of wickets: 1-5;2-21; 3- '

121; 4-172; B-177;: 6-214; 7-
226.

Bowling O M R W
Gamagece ? 1 34 |1
Db a 1 19 1
Suru i1 0 8 0
M All 2 0 22 O
Shantoo 7 0 36 |
Nannu ® 0 3 0O
Wahid 4 O 19 O
Rafique 2 0 11 O
Bulbul 58 0 W 2
MOHAMMEDAN

b Lamba 15
Shantoo b Prince 4
Gurugee b Selim 86
Nannmu run out 68
Bulbul ¢ Ashoka b Selim 23

Rafique ct Hira b Seltm 6
Suru not out _ 4
Gamagee not out 4
Extras:(lb 7, wb 8, nb 1) 16
Total:(For six wickets) 226

Fall of wickets: 1-15; 2-53;
3-165; 4-205; 5-215; 6-222.

later named the Navana  Bowling: O M R W
Premier Division from the  Prince T O 28
1985-86 season after its spon- Morshed 58 0 31 O
sors, has been won seven Effee 8 0 40 O
times by Abahani, five times by  Selim 4 0 20 3
Mohammedans and four times  Lamba e 2 31 1
by Bangladesh Biman. Victoria  Masum 2 0 14 O
Sporting Club, who won the  Ashoka 9 0 55 O
title in 1975-76 and Brothers Umpires: SB Chowdhury
Union who won it last year, are  and Jahangir
Fu[luwing is the league roll of honour :
e:ﬁat league :
Year ﬂwﬂlﬂ
1974-75 Abahani KC m
1975-76 Victoria SC Abahani
1976-77 Abahani Victoria
1977-78 Mohammedan SC Abahani
1978-79 Mohammedans Abahani
1979-80 B Biman Azad Boys Club
1980-81 Biman Mohammedans
1981-82 Mohammedans Abahani
1982-83 Abahani Mohammedans
1983-84 Biman Mohammedans
1984-85 Abahani Mohammedans
1985-B6 Abahani Mohammedans
Navana Premier Division
1986-87 Abahani Mohammedans
1987-88 Mohammedans Abahani
1988-89 Biman Abahani
1989-90 . Abahani Rupalt Bank
1890-91 - -~ Brothers Union Biman
1991-92 Mohammedans Abahani

Abahani's Russian
trio is complete
Sports Reporter

Alexander Polynkov, the

Moscow Torpedo club striker,
arrived in the city yesterday to

play for defending champions
ongoing First Division football
league

Abahani, who earlfer re-
cruited Sergei Zhukov and
Alexei Arifiev from Moscow
sTorpedo, will complete the
registration formalities of
Polynkov very soon to fill up
their three foreign players
quota

The Daily Star met this
newcomer last night at Aba-
hani striker Sheikh Moha-
mmad Aslam’s residence at
Paribagh. Zhukov and Arifiev
acted as the interpreters.

Sull in his teens, the hand-
some Polynkov, who is 1.83
meter tall and 75 kgs,
started playing football for
Moscow Torpedo two years

ago. Though basically a striker,
he is capable of playing in any
position, informed Zhukov,

who has played with him for
sometime,

A POLYNKOV

“Yes, it is very hot here. But
if they pointing to his fellow
Russians Zhukov and Arifiev
can play, why shouldn't [.,"
Polynkov said smartly when he
was asked to comment on the
Dhaka weather.

Polynkov will be celebrating
his 19th birthday on March 20.
An carly happy birthday to
Polynkov 1 Hut of huck. e

Felipe qualifies

BARCELONA, Spain, Mar
16: Prince Felipe of Spain won
the Soling class of the Spanish

Cup Olympic sailin lﬁ: ll'll]l
Sunday to become third
member of his family to qualify
for an Olympic Games, reports

Fellpc'l father, King Juan
Carlos [, sailed in the 1972
Summer Olympics in Munich,
and his sister, Princess
Cristina, took part in the sail-
ing co tion fn 1988 In
Seoul e

Rani maintains her lead

Eight time for-
mer champion
Rani Hamid mai-
ntained her lead
in the current
13th women's

.national chess championship

by easily beating her eighth
round opponent Masuda
Begum of Barisal at the
National Sports Council yes-
terday. The won gave Rani
Hamid six and a half point
from eight games while
Masuda has four and a halfl
from seven

Defending champion
Tanima Parveen of Biman is in
second place with five and a
hall points from seven
matches. The young girl from
Chittagong had to overcome a
stiffl challenge from Afroza
Khanam Bablee in a match that
produced some brilliant chess
with both players keen to at-
tack.

Playing with white pieces,
Tanima made an E4 opening
while Bablee countered with
the French defence. Both cas-
tled on the frregular queen
side and attacked each other's
king. But Tanima, the sharper
of the two contestants, gradu-
ally consolidated her position
and in a brilllant end game
move she forced Bablee into
surrender by making a bold
sacrifice of her queen. Bablee
resigned in the 34th move.

In contrast to this gripping
game, Rani Hamid managed a
much more facile win with
Masuda mishandling the mid-
dle game and making wrong
sacrifices of two pieces.

Last year's runner-up
Shabana Parveen Nipa of BTMC
was rather lucky to win her
eighth round match against

Hamida Rahman. Hamida

opened with a D4 to which

Nipa opted for the Queen's
Indian defence. Despite ap-
pearing to be in a clear win-
ning position Hamida blun-
dered in the end game and
gifted her opponent the full
point on a platter.

Nipa lies in third position
with five points [rom eight
matches while Hamida has
only one point from two drawn
encounters.

Shabana's younger sister
Afsana Parveen Nira wasn't so
lucky, making a silly mistake
in the eighth move when she
unnecessarily sacrificed a
knight in her match against
Jahanara Huq Runu. Nira was
forced to resign after only 13
moves in a Petroff defence to
Runu's E4 opening. Nira also
has only one point while

unus cdllt:c: 0 w:nl u
ree an f from eight

gmncs

In a contest of tHe less fan-
cied players, Rukhsana
Gulshan Nikkon played her
favourite E4 opening against
Zakia Sultana of Narayangani
who countered with a.Sicilian
defence, but neither could ne-
gotiate an a advantage and ul-
timately settled for a draw.
Nikkon has four points from
seven games while Zakia has
two and a hall from eight
matches.

Today is a rest day: But
Tanima will play Rukhsana
while Bablee will meet Masuda
in their carried over games of
this ten-player, nine round
Swiss league competition.

The final round is sched-
uled for Wednesday and
Tanima needs to win both her
remaining matches to retain
the title she won last year.,

Joint Korean team |

in jeopardy

SEOCUL, Mar 16: A joint
team of rivals South and North
Korea for the Barcelona
Summer Olympics is unlikely,
officials said Monday,

The International Olympic
Committee has given both
Koreas until March 25 to sub-
mit a proposal for a single
team for the games in Spain in
July, yet no actions have been
taken.

An official at the Sports and
Youth Ministry said it is un-
likely that the two Koreas will
reach an agreement on a joint
team with the deadline only
nine days away.

The communist North has
not shown t intcrest in a
joint team, although the South
has actively sought to field the
Koreas' [irst single team for
the Olympics, said the official,
who requested anonymity.

——

The First Division football
league is likely to resume to-
morrow, March 18 after a two-

day sus jon, with the venue
shifting from the. Mirpur
Stadtum to the Dhaka Stadium.

The league committee of
the Dhaka Metropolis Football
Association meels this evening
to decide whether to schedule
one or two matches daily at
the Dhaka Stadfum.

The league programme re-
mained suspended since yes-
terday for want of adequate se-
curity personnel at the Mirpur
Stadium.

h&danlcmmunﬂnmahakuud'

ROME, Mar 16:
Marco Van Bas-
~ten took his tally
for the season to
21 goals on Sun-

and edged AC
Milan t:lulcrd.tyu the mgt a
titie with just nine games left,
reports AFP.

The Dutch striker, who
managed only 11 last season
but is the leading marksman
in [taly now, has played a lead-
ing role in AC's revival and his
70th minute strike killed off
what little resistance David
Platt's Bari could muster.

They were already training
to Marco Simone's 37th
minute o r and the fine
work of Platt and his Croatian
colleague Zvenimir Bodan
came to nothing against the

powerful outfit so well drilled -

by coach Fabio Capello.
The two points maintained

I a I'nur-pulnl cushion over sec-

R

Sport
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Pakistan confident of beatmg Kiwis

WELLINGTON,
Mar 16: Resur-
gent Pakistan are
confident of bea-
ting all-conque-
ring New Zealand
in their World Cup cricket
match in Christichurch on
Wednesday, though even that
may not be enough to earn a
semifinal spot. reports Reuter,
Pakistan's [ale rests as
much 1in the hands of Cup
holders Australla and West
Indies, who have a day-night
clash in Melbourne a few hours
afier Lancaster Park game be-

gins,

If West Indics win, Pakistan
will miss out no matler what
the result in Christchurch. If
both Australia and Pakistan
win, then Pakistan will go
through by virtue of having
one point more than the hold-
ers.

New Zealand have carried
all before them with seven
successive victories and intend
to win every game.

"I wont change my ap-
proach,” captain Martin Crow
said alter Sunday's crushing
seven-wicket win over cup
favourites England.

Whatever the result against
Pakistan, New Zealand will
finish top of the standings, but
their semifinal will be In
Sydney, rather than Auckland,
if Australia are fourth.

Crow wants to play the
semifinal on his favoured
Eden Park Ground but has
categorically denied any »
gestion New Zealand will put
in leas than 100 per cent ef-
fort.

"We are looking for 10 out
of 10 wind.” he said before Lhe
England game.

Pakistan are now in confi-
dent mood. With consecutive
wins over Australia and Sri
Lanka, have begun to
show the kind of form ex-
pected of them before the
tournament began.

"We are confident of victory
in Christchurch, manager
Intikhab Alam said.

He said Pakistan must put
the Australia-West [ndics
match out of mind and con-
centrate the one in hand.

"We need another match to
go our way but we just have 10
now concentrate on what we
have to do to make the {inals.
You can’'t worry about mallers
not in your hands.”

Unlike mosit teams,
Pakistan are looking forward to

ofl the faster pitches
uf hu:lrall- and on to the
slower New Zealand tracks.
New Zealand wickets usu-
ally don’'t have much pace in
them and they have allow
bounce which suits the -
ers in our tcam, |ntilkkhab

Even if it is as fast as iIn the
West Indies-South Africa
match, then Pakistan's attack
is well equipped to take ad
vantage.

Fast bowlers Wasim Akram.
Aagib Javed and Imran Khan
should find such conditions
far more to their Mking tha

spin. Ht Dy I-I the hu-:y
Christchurch surfare assists
him.

New Zealand will want to
play fast bowler Danny
Morrison if he has recovered

Pakistan skipper Imrnn Khan favnun hu injured nhﬂu]dcr while 'Iend:ng his team off the
ground after Sri Lanka's innings in Perth on March 15. Pakistan won the match by four-

W‘ifk!‘l_l :

in for a nasty surprise.

West Indies captain Richie
Richardson said the Lancaster
Park pitch was as f[ast as any
he played on in Australia.

New Zealands' bowlers.

In addition, Pakistan's form
bowler has been leg-spinner
Mustaqg Ahmed and New
Zealand have traditionally

— AFP photo
ing up the Mark Greatbatch-
Rod Latham openi
nhlpn.plmlEn‘hlz :nu:lnl
John Wright, Crowe may revert
lul..ltl'mnnnvfedrﬂdny

McEnroe, Seles win easily

KEV BISCAYNE,
Fla, Mar 16: John
McEnroe, playing
his first singles
match in South
Florida since
1981, swept Sandon Stolle 8-
3. 8-4 Sunday in the second
round of the International
Players Championships,
reports AP,

Second-ranked Stefan
Edberg advanced when leg
cramps forced qualifier Grant
Stafford to retire leading 7-
5,1-6,1-0. Fifth-seeded Goran
Ivanisevic eliminated Bernd
Karbacher 6-4, 6-1.

In women's play, top-
ranked Monica Seles won the
first five games and beat
Camille Benjamin 6-1,6-3.

¢ Fifth-seeded Jennifer Capriati

ond-placed Juventus who won
away 2-0 against one-from bot-
tom side Cremonese.

Julio Cesar found the net
after 21 minutes and Roberto
Baggio, thriving in his role as
playmaker and goal scorer
alter a disastrous first season
as the world's most expensive
footballer, made sure on the
final whistle with his 13th
league strike of the season.

The chase is all but over
behind the big two with
Napoli, in third but 11 poin
behind AC Milan, and
Internazionale cancelling each
other out 1-1.

Napoll's Gianfranco Zola
showed the way after 14 min-
utes only to see Stefan
Desiderl deservedly cancel it
out after nine minutes of the
second half

Torino, fourth, were held 0-
O at home to fifth-placed
Parma and might have to do
better for a place in Europe.

climinated Kristin Godridge 6-
3.7-5.

All of the seeds had re-
cetved first-round byes.

McEnroe's only previous
appearance al Key Biscayne
was in 1987, when he Phl{:j
doubles and lost in the t
round. He otherwise skipped
the tournament because he
objected to its equal prize
money [or men and women,
disliked the windy weather
and thought the old two-week
format was too long.

In recent years, the men's
purse has exceeded the
women's and the schedule has
been reduced to 10 days. And
now, the tournament suits
McEnroe's Lastes.

“It's nice for people to have
the opportunity
to Florida in March when
you've been indoors,” McEnroe
said aflter beating Stolle. "I
don’t find it as enjoyable to
play the indoor circuit as |

used to. [ don't feel like being |

indoors 23 hours a day is really
what | want to do anymore. |
think it's nice to get out.”

Nonectheless, McEnroe
complained about the weather,
naying the cloudless sky made
it difficult to serve. Stolle,
ranked No. 135, lost his final
three service games, and
McEnroe then closed out the
match with an ace and two
service winners.

i "l didn’t fecl as comfortable
serving and volleying as | nor-
mally do,” McEnroe said. "But |
got a good start and made him
hit good shots. He didn't have
one of his better days. He's
usually more consistent.”
Stafford, a South African

to come down |

Piayers and officials of new Navana Premier Division

photographed at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

cricket league champions Dhaka Mohammedan -Bpm'ting Club
—Star photo

'From there,

I GCames begin July 25,

ranked No. 169, had a shot at
his biggest career victory when
he nbruEd{ called {t quits
against crg. The Swede
said he had nn idea Staflford
was hurting but knew his own
game was not well and was
sweating the outcome.

“It wasn't the greatest ten-
nis match of all time, let’'s put
it that way,” Edberg said.
"Sometimes the first round is
a little bit of a struggle.”

Seles, the defending
champion, earned her 13th
consecutive victory at Key
Biskayne and improved to 17-
O this . She said she has
le how to pace hersell in
early-round matches,”l don't
go after every ball or go 100
per cent into every play,” she
said, "because I'll have to do
that from the fourth round on.”

-Nirman meet on
in Mymensingh

Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, Mar 16;
The Nirman schools cricket
tournament of Mymensingh
zone began today at the local
stadium with 13 schools taking
part.

In the gpening match,
Nasirabad Boys High School
posted .a 70 run victory over
Pre-Cadet High School.

Nasirabad High School
amassed 174 runs for the loss
of six wickets in their quota of
overs.

In reply, Pre-Cadet High
School were dismissed for
104.

Earlier, the meet was for-
mally inaugurated by the
General Secretary of the
Mymensingh District Sports

| Association Tofazzel Hossain.

Samaranch to run in
Olympic torch relay

BARCELONA,
s Spain, Mar 16:
: International Oly-
g . oic Committee
%) President Juan
Antonio Sama-
ranch has announced he will
run a leg of the torch relay in
Spain prior to this summer's
Olympic Games, reports AP.
Samaranch, 72, said he
would run an unspecified por-
tion of the 4,700-kilometre
(2,980-mile) relay together
with a group of veteran
Spanish sports journalists.
‘1 am looking forward to

taking part in a leg along with
my old fritnd: from the

sporting press,” Samaranch

said Saturday nlghl'. at a sports
reception.

"Until now, it was only a

minor possibility, * he contin-
ued. "But I'm proud to
m l.nwiml; res muﬂ:l

out the streets of my city.”

In reference to his age,
Samaranch joked, "None of us
is prepared to run 1,000 me-
tres. But, ] think between us
we will be able to add up to our
objective.”

The Olympic torch relay
will begin on June 23 with the
arrival of the Olympic flame
from Greece at port city of
Empuries, 75 kilometres (48
miles} north of Barcelona.
the torch will
wind its way for 32 days
through each of Spain’'s 17 au-
tonomous regions — touch
even the Canary Islands
the Balaeric Islands — before
reaching Barcelona on July 24.

Runners in the Olympic
torch relay will be drawn
mostly from volunteers around

Spain.

The summer Olymple

The Olympic torch relay 1s
the latest achievement
Samaranch's long spo ca-
recr. A professional roller
hockey goalkeeper in the
1940s in Barcelong

’ SAMARANCH
Samaranch also wrote a roller
hockey column for the La

Vanguardia news r under
the pen name ‘Sucr — often
PHRPEEL o rranch an

cended from S

membership
to his resume in 1966, then
served a four-year term as
vice-president beginning In
1974 before being elected
president in 1980.
Samaranch has taken a
special interest in the -
rations for the 1992 O e
Games.
"l am convinced that the
ﬂ mpic Games of Barcelona
be a success.” he said. "1
hope that, on the day of the
closing ceremonies, | am able

Ei




