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Kabul gives UN envoy list of nm_nineeg_ -

Peace talks on Afghan
crisis in April likely

KABUL, Mar 18 : Alghan
President on Sunday
gave a United Nations envoy &
list of his nominees for forth-
coming peace talks, the stale

media said, reports Reuter.
Najtbullah's list, handed to

r:ld envoy Benon Sevan, in-
uded “candidates from the
(rulingl Watan (homeland)
Party and aliies, social
figures, t and national fig-
ures. non-party members,
clergy and intellectuals,” state-
run television sajd.

Sevan's talks in Kabul fo-
cused on 150 Afghans the
United Nations plans to invile
for talks on ending the 13-
year-old conflict and forming
an interim government that
could hold elections, diple-
matic sources said.

Prime Minister Fazal

ar on Sunday, Kabul

radio said. On Saturday he met

some key ministers ol
's cabinet

Sevan wants the talks to be
gin in efther Vienna or Geneva
tn — the 14th anntversary
of the Marxist revolution in
Kabul that heralded the begin
ning of the civil war.

For nearly threc years, the
UN envoy has shutiled be
tween New York, Islamabad,
Tehran, Moscow and Kabul try
ing to find common ground
among the warring Afghan fac-
tions.

Pakistan's decision to back
UN plans for a negotiated end
to the war gave a major boost
to the in January, but

Sevan has so [ar falled to re-
cruit hardliner

ups among

tiaq

The UN envoy also met

the Islamic

BLIERRY

Palestinians barred from meeting:

An lsraell mayor, citing security reasons, has barred

Palestinian from at a Junction in his town where

they wait for work, ITIM news agency said on Sunday, Reuter
from Jerusalem.

It quoted Giora Lev, Mayor of Petah Tikva, as saying in a
letter to the " 1, as mayor, am obligated to defend
residents ... if the existing situation continues, we could find
ourselves with a serious situation of a terrorist attack.”

In many Isracli towns and cities Palestinians from the
occupied territories gather at certajn junctions to walit for
contractors to offer them casual work.

ITITM said Lev told police that within a week he would
fence ofl the spot where Palestinlan gathered daily to seck
work.

Jamaican PM to resign: samacan prime
Minister Michael announced in a national broadcast
Monday that he would resign March 28 due to poor health,
Reuter Monday from Kingston.

Manley, 67, said his ruling People’'s National Party would
meet March 28 to select a new leader.

Manley's decision to step down had been rumoured
throughout the Carfbbean nation since his latest bout with
pneumonia. He had previously undergone five major surgeries
in recent years.

Cocktail leaves 12 dead: tvene peopiec

died this weekend after drinking a cocktail laced with heroin
and cocaine at an unlicensed Caracas nightclub, the Health
Ministry said, AFP reports from Caracas.
Another 30 people have been hospitalised, officials said.
All those who died were between 24 and 40 years of age,
and all but one were men, police said.

Iran got N-arms from Kazakhstan:

lran has obtained Nuclear arms from the former Soviet
Republic of Kazakhstan, the German magazine Stern reports,
AFP says from Bonn.

German "intelligence services reports” say Iran has two
nuclear warheads and medium range missiles, Stern says in
the article to be published Thursday.

But the Iranlan government does not have the codes to
make the warhcads or the missile launchers operational,
Stern said.

Some “nuclear experts” think Iran could use the nuclear

warheads for research to produce their own warheads,
Stern said.
Former tian army chief held:

General Saad g Al-Shazili, a former Egyptian Chief-of:
Stafl arrested Saturday upon his return from 14 years {n exile,
is being held in military prison, The Al-Ahram newspaper
said, Monday, AFP reports from Cairo.

Shazli, 70, was arrested here by army intelligence units
upon his voluntary return from Algeria. |

He had been sentenced in absentia to three years' hard
labour by a military court in 1983 for "divulging state secrets”
on the October 1973 Arab-lsraclf war which were published
in Algeria and banned in L.

Shazli was chief-of-s uring the 1973 Arab-Isracli war
and {s considered the architect of the Egyptian advance
across the Suez Canal in that conflict.

Russian FM in Beqln
gn Minister Andref Kozyrev arrfved in C

na Monday for a
;r;-id:y visit, Xinhua news agency said, reports M“I’-”J'r from
ng.

Kozyrev was to have talks later with China’

Minister Qian Qichen, who has just returned from :EE::-;\:::
tour which included visits to European Community
headquarters in Brussels, Britain and Germany.

Chinese Foreign Ministry officials said last week that
Kozyrev would be discussing “the development of bilateral
relations and international {ssues that concern both sides.”

Kozyrev will have talks tomorrow with Prime Minister Li

:cng b:f;l:dlcuving for South Korea and subsequently Japan,

$16m seized from Noriega: rusama has

confiscated 16 million dollars and 171 properties from
deposed leader General Manuel Noriega over the pasl two
3;;::. the government said Sunday, AFP reports from Panama

The Controller General's office said in a statement that the
seized properties included ts, automobiles, tourist
resorts, farms, warchouses and aircraft.

Noriega, who was ousted In a US invasion in December
1989, is currently on trial in Miami, Florida on drug and
racketeering charges.

e Russian Forei-

Pindi plans to

mount guns
MOSCOW, Mar 16: Arme-

on trains

KARACHI, Mar 16: Pakistan
security forces plan to mount
machineguns on passenger
trains running through
troubled Sind province after a
spate of bandit attacks,
officials said today, reports
Reuter.

Guns will be fixed on the
engine and at the back of each
lrain to protect passengers
from bandits who halt trains in.
remote areas of the southern
province to rob and kidnap
people for ransom, the officials
said.

The decision follows an
attack on an express near
Hyderabad last Friday when a
gang :inr:dr:kr:kﬂ at the en-
gine the
e g - carriages

nian and Azerbalijan! negotia-
tors reached agreemen!t Sun-
day in Tehran on a drafl cease-
fire for war-torn Nagorny-
Karabakh, a report said, re-
ports AP,

Iran's foreign minister said
the accord is "a very good op-
portunity” to end the 4-year-
old conflict in the region.

The reported agreement
comes amid a flurry of eflorts
to lessen fighting in Nagorny-
Karabakh. where numerous
cease-fire agreements have
collapsed during the conflict
that has claimed over 1,000
lives.

But the bloodshed contin-
ued in the disputed region and
ethnic disputes also flared
elsewhere in the former Soviet
Unifon.

Intermational

Thai fighters ordered to
down Myanmar planes

BANGKOK, Mar 16: Thai jet
fighters were ordered today to
attack any Myanmar aircrall
which crossed into Thal air
space in pursuit of Karen eth-
nic guerillas, reports Reuter.

Thai officers also said their
artillery had opened fire over
the weekend to push back 200
Myanmar infantrymen who had
crossed the border to altack a
major Karen base from the
rear.

A dozen Myanmar soldiers
were believed killed by Thati
artillery and mortars during
the weekend bombardment,
but only six bodies were found
on Sunday when Thal troops
moved in.

“The army has ordered the
immediate retaliation by
fightcr plane for any aerial vio-

lation of Thal territory,”
Colonel Niphan Sirpaibul,
commander of a task force re-
sponsible lor border security,
tokd Reuters by telephone.
Niphan said the Myanmar
had urged the Thal army to
pull back from the border to
avold casualties when Myanmar
planes attacked Kaw Moo Ra,
the Karcn base only six km
from the Thal town of Mae SoL
I laughed my heart out
after | recetved that funny
warning from my Myanmar
counterpart in the Myanmar
town of Myawad!,” the Colonel
said. "He ordered us to with-
draw [rom our own territory.”
He said any attack against
Kaw Moo Ra by air meant Thal
air space would be violated by
at least one km because of the

way the river Moel curved
around the riverside military
{'H'HIP

Kaw Moo Ra and the Karen
headquarters at Manerplaw,
IS0 km to the north, have
come under Intensified ground
attack In recent days, with
strategic sleeping dog hill, just
north of the Manerplaw [ront

line, fallling to Myanmar
forces.
Radio Yangon said on

Sunday night that 155 Karen
rebels had been killed in the
battle for the hill. Myanmar
troops also captured the hill in
a strong dry- season offensive
In 1989 but were unable to
hold it.

Yangon said 19 of ils sol-
dicrs had been killed

Thal border patrol offjcers

L

said 74 Myanmar soldiers had
died in a [afled ground assault
onn Kaw Moo Ra.

A senior officfal of the
Karen rebellion, contacted by
telephone, confirmed that the
Karen suffered heavy, losses in
the battle for sleeping dog hill,
20, km north of Manerplaw {t-
sell.

The Manerplaw [ront line is
defended by 4,000 Karen
fighters and their Myanmar
dissident allies. They [ace
6,000 Myanmar soldicrs, the
Thal military says.

« The Karen, one of a dozen
ethnic minorities seeking au-
tonomy f[rom Yangon have
fought the Myanmar govern-
ment virtually from the time of
independence from Britain in
1948
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girl is overcome with emotion after Sikh separatists killed her father in

Ludhiana. Four Sikh militants raked people with gunfire on March 14, killing 20 in one of
Punjab's worse incidents this year.

—AFP/UNB photo

G M Syed freed

on parole

KARACHI, Mar 16: Detai
ned separatist leader G M

Syed was released on parole

for ten days here Sunday to
attend the burial of his daug-
hter, the official Associated
Press of Pakistan (APP) said,
reports AFP.

Syed, 80, was placed under

house arrest aflter he vowed to
struggle for an independent
Sindh, now a Pakistan!
province, In a public speech
given on his birthday here
January 17,

After his relcase, the head
of the Jiye Sindh Movement
left for his ancestral village

saud.

Pakistani authoritics had
sald Syed would be prose-
cuted for sedition, but trial
proceedings were unable 1o
start when police
produce him before a special
anti-terrorism courl

February 26.

2-day ultimatum to

Moldovan rebels

MOSCOW, Mar [8: The
Moldovan governmen! on
Sunday gave secparatist rebels
an ultimatum to hand in their
guns within two days afltler nine
people were killed In (resh
clashes, reports Reuter.

In a radio address aimed at
the Russian-speaking minority
in Eastern Moldova, the gov
ernment said the rcbels had
48 hours from 8 pm (1500
GMT) on Sunday to surrender
their weapons.

“If you do not, the republic's
law-enforcement bodies will
take all necessary measures to
defend its citizens, regardiess
of their nationality [ethnic

group) from lawlessness ™ |t
said

‘It 18 still riot too late to put
an end to this senseless war, it
Is not too late to demonstrate
your good scnse and civic re-

sponsibility, " it said.

The intertor ministry said
three Moldovan policemen
were killed overnight in
clashes with military of the
Dnestr republic, declared by
separatists on the East bank of
the Dnestr river.

Two Dnestr guardsmen,
three Russian Cossacks and a
ctvilan woman were killed in a
scparate clash, #t said.

The nine deaths tock the
toll in the Moldovan conflict to
22 this month.

The interior minis saicl
in the second clash, which
took place on the road be:
tween the two main separatist
strongholds, Dubossary and
Tiraspol, rebels had tried o
shicid themselves Behind a bus
carrying tourists from Ukraine.

of
Sann to attend the last rites of

his daughter, Sahma Syed, APP

falled to

here

Whites divided over power-sharing

JOHANNESBURG; Mar 16 :
Whites in South Africa, one day
before Tuesday's historic ref-
erendum, were deeply divided
over whether to accept power-
sharing with blacks or retreat

back to apartheid, reports
Reuter.
The National Party of

President FW de Klerk, archi-
tect of a reform plan for
power-sharing with 27 million
voteless blacks. made last
minute-appeals to the 3.3 mil-
lfon whites to turn in a solid
"yes” vole on Tuesday.

De Klerk says he is sure he
will win the single-question
poll — and by a good margin.

But newspapers and politi-
cal analysts predicted a close
result and some said the "no”
vote backed by the right-wing
Conservative Party (CP) could
win a majority.

"An unexpected surge of

_EEPusllinn to President FW de

Kierk threatens hopes of a
"yes" majority” Lthe Sunday
Times newspaper said.

If that happens, de Klerk,
55, will resign and the CP,
which wanls a return to the
apartheid system of racial sep-
aration that he has been dis-
mantling over the past two
years, will almost certainly
come to the fore.

Whites will be asked to vote
“yes” or 'no” to a single ques-

" tion: "Do you support continua-

tion of the reform process
which the state president be-
gan on February 2nd, 1990,
and which is aimed at a new
constitution through ncgotia-
tion?”
+The NP's Secretlary-
General, Stoffel Van der
Merwe, told reporters he was
braced for a loss in much of
Transvaal and orange [ree state
provinces.
But he said he was satisfied

with how a two-week cam
PaIEN Across the country, at a
cosl of millions of dollar. he
had gone.

Party officials believe they
will win the cape and natal
provinces easily. Bul apathy
and abstentions, especially in
Johannesburg's affluent white
suburbs, could cost them cru-
cial swing votes

Some political analysts be-
lieve de Klerk may have un-
derestimated whites confusion
and their concern over violent
crime and the worst recession
in 40 years.

While they may not find
apartheid morally palatable,
they fear black majority rule
and giving up long-guarded
privileges, both camps have
been playing on white fears of
27 million restive blacks and
township viclence which has
claimed 11,000 lives since
1984 and more than 250 over

the past three weeks.

De Klerk has issued warn-
ings of black anger botling over
and economic collapse if in-
lernational sanctions return
with apartheid and his talks
with blacks on a noen-racial
consiitution are halted.

He sought to reassure vot-
ers on Sunday night, telling
them on state television thal
he would only agree 1o a con-
stitution that included checks
and balances.

"A new South Alrica will of-
fer security.” he said. The CP
and other rightist groups say
he is selling out South Africa to
Black communists.

That struck a note
with eight retired army and
police generals, including the
former head ol state security,
who f{ssued a statement on
Sunday vowing to vote "no” be-
cause of the threat of a com-
munist takeover.

Iraq won't
repudiate
building
weapons

WASHINGTON, Mar 16 :
lragi Deputy Prime Minister
Tariq Aziz said in an inlerview
published today that Iraq
would not repudiate its right
to build weapons of mass de-
struction, reports Reuter.

He made his comments lo
the Washington Post after
meetings last week at the
United Nations which has ac-
cused [raq of refusing to com-
ply with demands for elimina-
tion of its chemical, biological,
nuclear and missile pro-

grammes.

US and British officials have
refused to rule out the use of

military force if Iraq continues
to resist the demands.
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TURKEY : A man is extracted alive from the ruins of a six

floor building after being buried for 31 hours following the

powerful March 13 earthquake.

—AFP/UNB photd

[Lankan FP starts
protest march

COLOMBO, Mar 16 :
Thousands of Sri Lankans be-
gan a 180-km protest march
against the government today,
reports Reuter,

Police said about 10,000
people started out [rom the
capital Colombo and organisers
said they expected to reach
their destination — the holy
town of Kataragama — on April
2

The marchers are mainly
supporters of the opposition
Sri Lanka Freedom . They
are protesting against the gov-
ernment's faflure to end a war
agatnst Tamil" rebels in the
north-east and about the dis-
appearance of thousands of
pcople believed to have been
killed either by security forces
or pro-government death
qu.llgl

_"This is a peaceful protest
against the government. It will
be a stlent march which will
focus on certain issues,” said
acting opposition leader Anura
Bandaranaike,

The worst outbreak was in
Moldova, where officials said
Sunday at least 2] people were
killed between police officers
and Slav separatists in the
breakaway Trans-Dniester re-
public. The Kishinev govern-
ment {ssued an ultimatum,
telling the separatists to lay
down their arms within 48
hours or face use of force.

A tense standoll continued
in Georgila between supporters
of the ousted President Zviad
Gamsakhurdia and the ruling
State Council.

In Nagorny-Karabakh, Ar-
menian militants shelled
scores of villages Saturday
night and Sunday morning,
sald an Azerbaijani Popular
Front official, Oktay Gasimov.
He sald at least 10 people

were injured in Saturday's ar- *

tllery attack on the Azerbaijant
town of Shusha.

The Amentfans had captured
eight villages during the past
two days, seven of them near
the Azerbafjani town of Agdam,
cast of Nagorny- Karabakh,
Gasimov said.

The shelling came just
hours before Armenian and
Azerbaljani officials reached a
draft cease-fire agreement in
two-day lalks in the lranian
capital of Tehran, Iran's official
IRNA news agency reported.

iranlan Foreign Minister All
Akbar Velayati told rcporters
the text of the agreement
would be published after ap-

proval by the heads of state of
the two countries.

He said the draft proposes a

ccase-fire, an exchange of

prisoners and corpses of those

killed in action and eflorts to
lift economic sanctions of Ar-
menia and other regions.

"If these three proposals
are implemented simullane
ously, a very good opportunity
would be brought aboul for a
lasting <cease-lire and
honourable peace,” he was
quoted as saying.

Azerbaljani representative
Wafa Golizadeh said the con-
firmaton of the draft agree-
ment “depended on time and
future circumstances”™ while
Armenian representative Va-
han Papazian felt confident it
would be approved, IRNA said.

United Nations envoy Cyrus
Vance prepares to travel to
Nagorny-Karabakh on Monday
o Lry to mediale a truce In the
mostly Armenian enclave,

controlled by Azerbaljan for 69

Armenia-Azerbaijan accord on truce in Nagorny-Karabakh

years. International efforts to

settle the dispute have picked
up in recent months in the
wake of the dissolution of the
Soviet Union.

The Moldovan government
ultimatum, broadcast by radio,
said weapons should be sur-
rendered within 48 hours
starting at 6 pm (1600 GMT)
Sunday, “otherwise Moldovan
authorities will undertake all
necessary measures to defend
the population against sepa-
ratists.”

"Separatists have led to the
outbreak of ctvil war,” the ul-
timatum said.

Viadimir Ryleakov, head of
the Trans-Dniester Defense
Committee, said at least six
sccessionist militlamen and 16
Moldovan policemen were
killed in clashes Saturday

Off the Record

Church not a safe place

for women

SYDNEY: Church leaders agreed Monday that some cler-
gymen scxually abused women but rejected claims in an
Austrglian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) documentary that
about 3,000 Australian clergymen were guilty of such be-
haviour, reports Reuter

The documentary ultimate betrayal shown on Sunday said
about 15 per cent, or 3,000 of Australia’s 20,000 clergymen,
were (nvolved in sexual abuse.

| have spokeén to women who describe the effects of -
toral abuse as like having been savaged by God, the Rev Er
Horsfleld. dean of Melbournes Unting Church Theological
College, said on the programme.

One person described it as like having your soul stolen.

The Anglican Archbishop of Brisbane, Peter Hollingworth,
said clergymen who committed sexual offenses nst parish-
foners had paycho sexual problems and should dealt with
by the church.

Unlike sexual abuse by doctors, lawyers and psychiatrists,
which were dealt within court, incidents within the church
should be handled by clergy disciplinary tribunals, he said.

#
KlerkR's son leaves his
- ! ! L 1 l ﬁ L] l

JOHANNESBURG: President F.W. de Klerk's son and his
mixed-race girlfriend have called off their engagement and
broken up, a newspaper reported Sunday, says AP.

Erica Adams and Willem de Klerk, both 25, had been living
together in London and last year announced their engage-
ment.

“It's finished,” Ms. Adams was quoled as saying in the
Sunday Times newspaper,

The newspaper quoted unidentified friends of the couple
as saying the relattonship ended largely because ol pressure
[rom F W de Klerk and his wife, Martke.

De Klerk declined to comment on the engagement last
year and has not said about the latest report.

Laws banning interracial sex and were repealed
in 1985. President de Klerk has been dismantling apartheid,
the system of racial separation, and has been trying to ncgoti-

ate a power sharing agreement with South Afgica’s majority
black population.

Whale dies in labour

SAN ANTONIO, Texas : A threc-ton killer Whale died at a
Marine park here while birth, apparently as a result of
problems with the labour, officials of Sea World of Texas said,
reports AFP.

The calf also died.

The 14-year old Whale, called Samoca, had gone into labour
Wednesday.

Another Whale had
Marine park in 1988.

Academy award race

LOS ANGELES : The Academy Award race for best piclure
of 1991 includes four films with high-powered actors and one
with characters that were drawn by hand. The Oscars will be
awarded March 30.

Here's a look at each nominated film.

"BEAUTY AND THE BEAST" defies 63 years of tradition by
being the first best-picture nominee without human actors.
The film from the Walt Disnecy Co. reflects the Academy's be-
lated admission that animation can be art, too.

"BUSSY" is the culmination of Warren Beatty's longheld de-
sire to portray Ben Siegel, the New York gangster who in-
vaded Hollywood society and began the Las Vegas boom. The
TriStar picture release portrays Siegel as a vicious hoodlum
but also a great charmer.

"JFK"™ drew a torrent of reaction to Oliver Stone's specula-
tion of a government conspiracy in the assassination of
President Kennedy. Much of it was scathing, but that didn't
faze director and co-producer Stone and his star, Kevin
Costner, who played New Orleans District Attorney Jim
Garrison.

"THE PRINCE OF TIDES,” with an estimated dlrs 35 mil-
lion cost, is based on Pal Conroy's novel about the son of a be-
deviled Southern family and a New York psychiatrist who
tries to make him come to grips with his past. Streisand shot
the film in New York, New Jerscy and Beaufort, SC, Conroy's
home town. Ticket sales for the Colombia release, dirs 68
million.

"THE SILENCE OF THE LAMBS" {s based on Thomas
Harris' chilling tale of an FBI recruit [Jodie Foster] who inter-
rogates a cunning murderer (Anthony Hopkins) seeking his
assistance in tracking doWn a serial killer.

given birth successfully at the Texas

Cambodia's SNC
meets

night in the village of Roga, 57
kilometers (35 miles) north of
Kishinev. No Moldovan con-
firmation of the report was
available.

The fighting in Trans-Dni-
ester continued through Sun-
day, extending to other arcas
including the town of Grigori-

opol.

Early Sunday, separatists
invaded an army base In Ti-
raspol, seizing 1,321 Kalash-
nikov automatic guns, 1 mil-

llon cartridges 1,300 hand
grenades, 255 pistols and 30
rocket-propelled grenades,
government officials said.
Trans-Dniester is populated
mostly by Slave who want to
secede from Moldova, which
has a strong ethnic Romanian

majority.

PHNOM PENH, Mar 16 :
Cambodia’s Supreme National
Council (SNC) met today for
the first time under supervi-
sion of the UN peacekeeping
missfon amid concerns that it
is important, reports AFP.

The SNC was missing two of
its most important members,
Khmer Rouge leader Khieu
Samphan and Funcinpee
leader Prince Norodom
Ranariddh.

But that is usual. The SNC
has had its full compliment on
only one occasion despite
meeting hall a dozen limes
Lhis year. Prince Ranariddh is
most frequently missing.
choosing instead to be repre-
sented by his father, Prince
Norodom Sthanouk, who is
supposed to be the neutral
chatrman.



