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DCC Employees Deserve
Better Deal

The week-long strike by 120,000 or so em-
of the country's four city tions and
pourasavas (mu jes) has come to an

end — albeit temporarily — to the satisfaction ol
the urban populace. But no knows for sure
how this has worked out, lor the contradic-
tion between the statement issued by the Dhaka
City Corporation (DCC) and the version ol the
Poura Karmachari Federation on the issue is too
at to be reconciled. The fact that the DCC
us to believe that the strike has been with-

drawn has implications not in any way to the lik-
ing of the employees. On the other hand, the

Poura Karmac Federation insists it has only
put off their strike and may go for the same if
their main demand {.e.. the enhancement of
salaries, according to the new national pay scale,
is not fulfilled.

This is a uliar situation where one side
claims the withdrawal is unconditional to the el-
fect that it has won the round one of the battle
and, at the same time, the other side is equally
insistent that the other has given in to its
pressure — one that draws its h from a

enuine cause. If clarity remains so shrouded,

ere is at least one point on which the two sides
have . The point is that the termination
order served on 5,000 muster roll employees so
far would be withdrawn. That looks like some
sort of an understanding reached even though no
side has changed its position.

In a situation such as this, the contentious
point obviously remains unaddressed as ever. This
ints to the fact that the rumpus. although con-
ained temporarily, still remains potentially ex-

plosive. Again, this means that the country's
cities towns will go down under tons of rub-
bish and ga e emitting obnoxious smell all

around. To avoid such an odious prospect, there-
fore, there is a need for an acceptable solution for
both the sides. The dialogue that has brought out
controversial statements from the two sides
shows the virtues rather than vices of such
negotiations across the table. This time, the
dialogue has not helped them arrive at an
endu and amicable solution but maybe next
time they will be able to. Certainly, the

employees have a point. It is they who really help
run the wheel of the city by do all the dirty
jobs. And all for a mere pittance. II everyone else
earms the right to enjoy an enhanced salary,

these people deserved it even more.

And they have demanded noth more or
less. But the treatment meted out to them is
simply barbaric and deserves outright condemna-
tion. City fathers definitely have their own styles
to deal with crises. But under no circumstances
can this be anything remotely similar to the one
— in which thu%s and the law enforcing agencies
together lent a hand to unleash a re ol terror
— that took place on Wednesday at Sayedabad
sweepers' colony and the foll day in the
street. The disdain shown to the st em-
ployees is one aspect of the whole issue. These

ople have been Lreated just like . And

carrying out raids on their colonies, the men
responsible have added an ominously dark chap-
ter to people's democratic right to protest.

That issue has, it seems. come up for discus-
sion only in passing. But it is a serious issue. In a

democratic dispensation, such musclemanry — a
favourite measure with the autocratic regimes —
cannot be allowed to go un ed. After all, this
is a provocation for w in one's own hands
and therefore does not help strengthen demo-
cratic institutions. Rhetorics have been aplenty
for developing a culture of tolerance. Unfortu-
nately, that tolerance is found in short supp
from the administration side itself. This attitude
must change, more so when deal with such
people who have suffered, generation after
eneration, social deprivation and class hatred,
ut all through served the rest of the society in
quiet endurance. The authorities, we hope, will
realise their plight and take a pragmatic
approach, instead of one intimidatory, to solve
eir problem as early as possible.

Referendum in South
Africa

On the face of it, it looks almost outlrageous
that the referendum taking place today in South
Alrica is d ed to ascertain whether the coun-
try's five- on whites, but not the entire popu-
lation of 37.5 million people of all races, support
or reject the continuance of the reform process
launched by President F W de Klerk in February
1990. The African National Congress (ANC) has
severely criticised the move as one giving the
white minority a veto over the whole process. No
one would be surprised if the day is marked
by demonstrations, protests, violence and a
boycott of the referendum, at least in some
places, thus adding further complications to the

process.

Yet, an increasing number of analysts, inside
South Alfrica and outside, have started looking at
the referendum almost as a brilliant tactical move
on the part of the President. For one thing, the
poll may just Emducc an aflirmative vole, perhaps
only marginally, in favour of the continuance of
the reform process. If this happens, Mr de Klerk
will be in a prett strm%NEosmnn to start sub-
stantive talks with the on the fr of a
new constitution for the country without worry-
I.nP too much about the o tion from extrem-
ist whites. However, Iif he loses In the referen-
dum, the President must hold a new general
election, for whites only, and face new un-
certainties, indeed a v:?r dark outlook. The de-
feat in the referendum, followed by a loss in the

neral election to the right- Conservative

arty (CP) could well take the countiry back to the
sixties, with the apartheid back in its place,
Nelson Mandela back to prison and ANC back to
fts armed struggle. This Is just too grim a sce-
nario to speculate.

It is this background that the ANC had
been western powers, sometimes in vain,
to maintain the sanctions which serve as the only

ure on right wing white factions to support

e reform process. Let us hope that the worst
fears exp sceptical observers will not
come true. Instead, today's referendum will mark

a milestone in the process of reform in South
Africa. P '
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HERE are more than

700,000 vehiclkes ope-

rated on natural gas in
38 countries at present bul
none of them in Bangladesh.
Our present Import cost of
crude petroleum and refined
petroleum ucts, kerosene
in particular consume more
than one-fourth of our export
earnings. By conversion of
diesel engines iInto gas
opecrated onecs for buses,
trucks, water craft and loco-
motives, we can substantially
reduce consumption of im-
ported fuels. Also, compressed
natural gas or CNG in cylinders
can obviate the need for pipe-
based supplies. A whole new
industry for compression and
distribution of natural gas can
be developed. CNG can be
made available t the
length and breadth of the
country as a fuel for cooking
and very many other purposes
without the spread of exten-
sive network of pipeline which
at present involve large-scale
public investment.

Why thi= is not being done
inspite of the existence of a
fairly large ready made market
is due to lack of government
policies, the required Incen-
tives and regulations. The ac-
tual investment will be forth-
coming from the private sector
if government is sincere and
vigorously pursues the promo-
tion of CNG.

Shortage of cooking fuel is a
living reality. It now consti-
tutes a significant {tem in the
actual cost of living index of
the poor, particularly those
Itving in the urban and peri-
urban areas. Fuel wood {s so
expensive that it calls for no
further elaboration. Develop-
ment of peat coal mining In
Gopalgan| and Madaripur dis-
tricts would make peat
briquettes available all over the
country as the fuel wood
substitute as well as coal itself
in the brickfields. Above all,
pcat mining would require
several thousand workers.

Gold from the Bay

Around 30 to 40 percent of
the total fish caught in the Bay

of Bengal is thrown away, back

' TOP recolonisation’,
‘Long live Third World
unity’, * Stop GATT,
IMF and World Bank', 'India
not for sale' — were some of
the demands and slogans
raised by the group assembled
at New Delhi to protest against
the recent disappointing
changes happening in India.

On the eve of the new year,
a gathering of about 400 peo-
ple from various walks of life —
like farmers, labourers, social
activists, women's groups,
journalists, doctors, scientists
and ordinary people — had a
mass demonstration in the
premises of Hotel Le Meri-
dean, New Delhi (a mulu-
national hotel] to get the
attention of the public.

India, which attained politi-
cal independence about 44

ago, in on the brink of

recolonised. The grips of
Western multinational corpora-
tions and the systematic way in
which the economy of India is
being mortgaged to agencies
like the IMF, GATT and World
Bank have dragged India into
an economic disaster.

The threat of GATT and the
intellectual property rights
issue and the deadline of 13
Janu 1992, declared by US
Trade RCPA for India to sur-
render, were criticised. A few
months back, when US Trade
Representative Carla Hills
came to India for negotiations,
there was massive opposition
and a demonstration against
her.

Swami Agnivesh (of Band-
hua Mukti Morcha — an organi-
sation of bonded labourers)
called on all the people to join
hands together to protest and
counter the attack on the
economic sovereignty of India
and other Third World coun-
tries by the IMF and GATT.

Kamla Bhasin (of Jagori — a
women's group) pointed out
the need to have a coordinated
effort from all sectors and
people. We must strengthen
our hands to fight against this
and to [ree India from the
grips of these forces.

Dr Mira Shiva (co-ordinator

Black money, white
money

Sir, According to a news
item published recently in var-
jous newspapers, the Indus-
tries Minister has reportedly
said that in order to encourage
industrialisation, the govern-
ment is considering to allow to
make black money white on
payment of only a nominal rate
of interest and no question will
be asked as long as the
declared black money |is
invested in new industries. On
reading this news item an
honest business friend of mine
ruefully said that the govern-
ment's intention, if imple-
mented, will make the black-
marketeers richer and richer
and the honest tax-payers
poorer and , resulting in
the accumulation of more and
more black mgney with im-

punity for enjoying similar
illegal benefits in the future.
Such a policy can only be

into the sea because dhere is
no market demand for the so-
called trash fish in the country.
Anywhere else in the world,
such trash fish would be pro-
cessed into lishmeal which
then would become valuable
high protein Ingredient for
manulacture of poultry feed.
Even export of I'I.hmt:{— for
example, In Peru — is a big
business. Why we must not
start doing the same?

Fishmeal and imported
comn or maize are the basis for
large scale manufacturing of
poultry feed. Gradually, do
mestic maize cultivation
should be encouraged to re-

lace imports. Availability of
ced on a large scale might
then be utilized w0 promote
modern poultry l[arming aim-
at 100,000 such [arms
se 100 birds each week
and another 100,000 f[arms
geared to the production of
eggs. There s a tremendous
amount of unsatinted demand
for chicken and eggs within
the country and together with
feed manufact al least
hall a million new jobs ecould
be created within the next few
years. The question is why this
is not being done?

Export of marine foods In

Bangladesh s confined to
frozen fish :
Thailand and o leading ex-
porting countries of south-east
and east Asia, export of canned
tuna, sardine and mackerel is
equally important. Interes-
tingly enough, not all such
canned fish are caught by their
own fishing boats. Frozen tuna
is imported by Thalland for
canning and export. Since
labour is cheap, it is profitable
to can imported frozen flish for
export. Why can’t we do the
same in the coastal districts of
the country? At least a quarter
million new could be cre-
ated to work in the on-shore
canning plants as well as the
fishmeal production factorics.

Our own fishing fleet should
also expand rapidly. Bay of
Bengal is very much our own
area for fishing where at pre-
sent fishermen from other

Indians Figh

countries come and take away
a considerable share of the an-
nual catch. Special incentives,
technical sup facilities as
well as » are urgently
required so that our own fish-
ing fieet In the private sectar
can ra expand. The target
should be the international
market for frozen and

fish and also fishmeal. With ex-
tremely limited land area we
must venture out W the sea in
order to seek new employ-
ment, income and business
opportunities,

E

So much on fishing Jor
growth; there are several other
investment opportunities as
well. Export of readymade
garmenis now amount 0 one
thousand crore taka every year.
Its rate of growth have been 30
to 40 per cen! per annum.

domestic investors. Yet they
are shy because the investment
costs In lerms of land and
buildings are too high, long-
lerm investment loans are
lacking and above all, there s a
strong reluctance to deal with
:r‘f number of workers. By
ing available ready made
factory butldings with all the
utility services like clectricity,
water, gas, telephone etc on
hire-purchase or long-term
rental basis, not only the long
construction period would be
avoided bul a large component
of the Investmen! costs would
no longer be necessary.
Similarly, weaving looms and
other machinerics also be
made available on the hire-
purchase basis. Most important
is to encourage small [amily
type of weaving mills employ-
ing 20 to 30 or at best 40
workers, who are most
drawn from within the
of the investors, supported
common facilities for pri 2
and finishing of textiles

From LDC to NIC b'y Shahed Latif

Given the conlinuation of
favourable conditions, strong
governmeni support within
the country as well as abroad
for aggresive market pencira-
tion, the value of exports
should be near around one bil-
lion dollar by the year 2000. It
should however be remem-
bered that around 70 per cent
of the export earnings [rom
ready-made garmenis are
returmed abroad for the import
of the fabrics used,

Textile industry could ex-
pand manyfold in Bangladesh.

It shoukd be capable of supply-
mgltla-lmhdhnnﬂhr

worth of textiles to the do-
mestic garment industry be-
fore the end of the century. In
fact texttle manufacturing
should be the key factor in the
attainment of sustainable dou-
ble digit rates of growth of the
industrial sector as a whole.
The great potential of the
textile industry in Bangladesh
is not unknown to the possible

also need not be units in
terms of labour employed In
each enterprise. Thus at lcast a
milllon new factory jobs can be
created within the next 10
years in Lhe textile industry
alone but the structure would
be in harmony with the pre-
valling norms and conditions
in the country.

So much for the textile
industry and there is nothing
new in the proposal. What Is
lacking is a specific textile
industry development plan
which should be formulated
within the next few months
We must get out of the inertia;
rid ourselves of the morbidity
and do what we must, now —
right at this very moment.

Modern Rice Processing
Another very big opportu-
nity for investiment exists in
the rice processing industry.
Our paddy production now
amounts to 24 million tons,

Where are the Investment Opportunities?

mﬂ dhenki or crude
mee

mills. The bran presently ob-
tained are fed to the chicken
but it is also substantially

Instead, modern rice pro-
cessing plants each with ca-

The loss of em
to the demise of traditional

than compensated by the I
that will —
the modemrni-

Purther, in order to pack the
rice and the [ced, 52 tons
of jute would be ired

which is 10 per cent of ex-

output of the jutemills of

h. The leftover paddy

husk mixed with straw

can be converted into f[uel

sticks with excellent burning

qualitics. These residues are

used as fuel no doubt but

the fuel sticks would ensure

muach more eflicient use of ru-
ral encrgy resources.

Modern paddy processing

t Recolonisation

Correspondent

1992 began as a year of protests against the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT) in India. On New Year's eve, social movements demonstrated against the changes
being forced on Indian people under pressure of the unholy trinity of the Bretton Woods
institutions — the International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank and GATT. The
protest was initiated by the Bandhua Mukti Morcha, an organisation to liberate bonded
labour, and was aimed at huilding public awareness of the new bondage into which the
entire country was being fo:ced.

of All India Drug Action
Network and Medico Friend
Circle — groups working on
health issues) pointed out the
future implications of the
attack launched on India by
these vested forces. If India
surrenders her economic
sovereignty, it can lead to total
disaster as far as the health of
the people is concerned. The
questions rclated with avail-
ability and pricing of essential
drugs and the liberalisation of
drug production leading to a
steep increase in prices of
even life-saving drugs, spell
disaster. It is unfortunate to
note the way in which the gov-
ernment {s opening all doors
to multinationals.

A poster exhibition was also
Ergmucd along with the

emonstration. The gathering

bumnt an effigy of US Fmﬂdmt
George Bush as a token of
protest against the US gov-
ernment.

The demonstration was or-
ganised by Bandhua Mukt
Morcha, Nirman Mazdoor
Panchayat, National Front of
Trade Unions, Delhi Forum,
Ankur, Active India, Lokayan,
National Working Group on
Palent Laws, All India Drug
Action Network, Medico
Friend Circle, Delhi Science
Forum, Kerala Sastra Sahitnya
Parishad, National Campaign
Committee on Housing Rights
and others.

On 7 and 8 January,

termed as being tantamount to
penalising the honest and
rewarding the dishonest.

Gulohan. Dhaka

Telephone bills

Sir, Of the various problems
faced by the telephone sub-
scribers, excess is the ma-
jor one. We hope that under
the democratic
rule, the curse of ghost billing
will be removed from the tele-
phone service.

The T & T Board, almost
every month, issues a press-
note the subscribers to
pay their telephone bill by the
7th of the month. But, hl:yd the
Board ever felt it necessary o
check if the bills reached the
subscribers before the due
date? Not only I, but many of

my [riends and colleagues are

government -

Gandhian activists, ecologists,
consumer groups, trade union
leaders, farmers’' organisations
and members ol parliament
gathered at Swagram 1in
Wardha to t against the
new . ‘Azad{ Bachao
Andolan’' was launched, to re-
sist the establishment of a new
rule transnational corpera-
tions s] which would have
consequences f[ar worse than
those suffered under the rule
of one ration, the East
India il 55 :
On 12 Jan . the eve of
the submission of responses to
the Dunkel Draflt on GATT

ments, a wide spectrum
of representatives of citizens’
groups gathered at the
Constitution Club to discuss
the draft. Throughout the
meeting, hosted by the
Natio Working Group on
Patents, the draft was referred
to as DDT (Dunkel Draft Text),
this appropriate acronym given
by Surendra Patel, who played
a role in UNCTAD to
protect Third World inter-
est, Parallels were drawn be-
tween the text and the chemi-
cal which is hazardous, which
I:IHIH;:::-IIIIIHW in pests and
there aggravates problems
it tries to solve, and which
kills non-target beneficial
specics.

The Uruguay Round of
GATT as embodied in the
Dunkel draft {s similarly a
threat to the Third World, it

will create ‘resistance’ o pub-
lic accountability for TNCs,
which are the most secrious
impediments to free and fair
trade, and it will cripple and
annihilate the poor and vulner-
able of the Third World for
whom it will be impossible to
meet survival needs on W
market place. The enforce-
ment of freedom for transna-
tionals to Invest and trade
without hindrance in a country
ltke India already beset by a
high incidence ol poverty and
unemployment will further
aggravate these problems.

At the meeting Balraj Mchta
made it evident that both in-
vestments and markets were
aimed at 20% of the Indian
population, who aspired for
global integration by the
exclusion and di n of
80% of India. Resistance to
GATT needed to build a sense
of oneness in Indian 5
He called on the need to over-
come the sense of helpless-
ness and fatalism involved in
handing over all decision mak-
ing to international bureaucra-
cies in Washington and Geneva
which grow bigger and more
powerful even as they force a
dismantling of national bureau-
cracies through structural
adjustment p

Dinesh Aorol pointed out
that all the demands and
inputs of the Third World that
had been included in the draft
at Brussels in 1990 have been

not getting their telephone
bills regularly. Would T&
T Board please take n

steps to ensure timely delivery
of telephone bills?

M. Zahidul Haque,
Assistant Professor,

Bangladesh tural
Institute,

"An Irish Tragedy”

Sir, Your editorial (Feb 26)
on the abortion/human rights
debate using words like
“hypocrisy”, "religious bigotry”,
"victimization by the law",
"medieval concepts of moral-
ity” etc, falls short of the un-
derstanding and intelligence
one has come to expect of your
paper. | write in the hope that
your columns are still open
enough to share the views of
those who think very differ-

ently from you.

In your discussion of the
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, you rously
defend the right to t.rﬂ::el. but
overlook one of the basic
rights — the right to life itself,
When various rights confliet
most people will accept limi-
tation on their rights in order
to give another the chance to
live, just as you would stop
your car to let an ambulance
through. The Declaration is
better implemented by people
honouring the rights of others
than by claiming rights for
themselves, The weakest de-
serve our concern, whether
they are 14 years born or 14
were ks unborn.

The Declaration does not -

give individuals the
abortion on demand.
you agree or not, many non-
Irish, non-Roman Catholic
countries including Bangla-
desh, regard abortion as a
crime. lllogically, you chide

t to

the Irish Government for not

in the Dunkel Draft
which is now blatantly an

t being forced on the
m World by the G-7 indus-
trialised countries in the
interests of these TNCs.

Dr Vandana Shiva, Usha
Menon and farmers' represen-
tatives noted that in the field
of agriculture, the domination
by TNCs, which is what GATT
strives to achieve, will destroy
the Indian farmer, India’'s sofls
and our rich biodiversity. Free
trade’ as construed in GATT is
freedom for TNCs to exploit
and ute our resources and

hoods, with no place to go but
the slums in our exploding ci-
ties. The GATT text threatens
to take away all protection for
hﬁrn farmers in the form of
el policy support or mar-
kets for their produce. The
appropriation of seeds and
genelic resources through
patents and intellectual prop-
erty rights will convert what is
a [reely available and free
shared resource 11:1;: a hlx
priced input supp seed
multinationals like hl':ylr 1,
Monsanto, Ciba Geigy,
Hoechst, etc.

Not only will people be
denied as a tal
right in the new GATT order,

working democracy Is respect
for the law until it is

by democratic means.
press can play an important
role in airing issues, but abuses
its [reedom when it supports
one view so belligerently that
it becomes as as those
it accuses, Religion is not
above criticism, but an open
mind will not belittle morality

religion. There is a solid
of evidence that
morality cannot sustained
without religion,

You unfairly try to use natu-
ral sympathy for a rape victim
to pro the abortionist

pregnancies
not the result of criminal
behaviour.

ing would be more -
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facture of edible ofl.

fced and fuel should be linked
o intensive Pldd)‘ production.
Two milllon acres of irrigated
transplanted aus/aman land
should be identified and one
processing complex set up for
acres cach and ten such
processing units inked to one
oil and feed manufacturing
plant. Therefore, 400 such
processing units will be re-
ired lor 2 millon acres un-
intensive paddy cultivation.
The complex should be re-
sponsible for supervised paddy
cultivation within their pro-
curement arcas including in-
put supplies, guaranteed
prices and extension know-
o

It may be noted that only
10 per cent of the net
cropped area will then account
jor 25 per cent of the present
day level of paddy production.
Al a later stage, a third matze
:I:r may also be introduced

an output of 3 miilion tons
shouild be feasible so that the
entire raw material needs of
the feed plants could be locally
met. But not only that, from
maize or corn, edible ofl,
syrup and varicties of m
corn based products can also
be manufactured

Plan of Action

In a variety of arecas, quite
different from cach other, a
sci of Investment portuni
tics have been iden above.
Each one of them calls for de-
taifled planning and elaborate
actions which could propel the
private sector to action. The
suggestions are not exhaustive
at all. Very many other oppor-
tunities have been left out. But
the set of investment decisions
would result in the spread of
industrialisation all over the
country. — boost export, re-
duce imports, create employ-
ment and income on a rapid
scale. Most important, the set
of Investment opportunities
have the potential to maximize
the growth rate of the econ-
omy within the wvery near
future.

ill health. Moat discases iIn
India are communicable [vec-
tor borne or water borne ke
cholern, malaria, kala zar) or
arising from unmet nutritional
needs.

These diseases cannol be
dealt with only with a public
health h. However, Dr
Mira Shiva noted that the cuts
in public expenditure forced
by structural adjustment and
privatisation of health care
inherent to liberalisation of
services under GATT will slash
down and close public health
options and will make ‘public
health care a commod-
ity for the privile few.

The worst impact of GATT
is on our democratic fabric.
Even the negotiations so far
have been reviewed from the
public's ﬂf::{.nd the parlia-
ment. In the reason that
issues like intellectual prop-
erty rights have been shifted
from the World Intellectual
Property Organisation (WIPO)
to GATT s to allow for in-
creased manipulation by coun-
tries like the US, which are
trying to replace democracy in
our country ‘green room’
decision making behind closed
doors in Geneva.

The shift of fundamental
decisions that touch our lives
in every way as [armers, pro-
ducers, consumers and work-
ers to remote centres ol power
controlled by the GATT Secre-
tariat i{s totally 'anti demo-
cratic' and 'authoritarian’. It is
encouraging extra territorial
control on our people, re-
sources and decision making.

Democracy demands that
key discussions about GATT be
demystified and made more
transparent and accountable to
citizens of the country. As a
leader of the farmers’ move-
ment, Professor Manjit Singh
said, ‘It is the nation that
should decide whether we
want GATT or not. If the gov-
ernment wants to make a de-
cision on GATT, it has to go to

the people.’
— Third World Network

You claim that "it is fronic
that a country which has pro-
duced human rights crusaders

like Sean McBride” could
refuse to allow a rape victim to
travel to have an abortion. It s
not f{ronic. It is logical.
Abhorrence of abortion and
promotion of human rights
spring from the same respect
for the quality of all human life.

Abortion {s a poor response
to rape. Our Creator and our
humanity require that .we
desist from the knee-jerk
reaction of to solve one
act of violence with another.-In
the Western societies you so
heartily criticized, there are
many tions like Mo-
ther Teresa's which honour
rape victims, both mother and
child, Also in the West there is
a growing number of married
couples anxious to adopt a
child nature has denied them.

A 'Bideshf



