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NEWS BRIEFS
Satyajit Ray

receives Oscar

CALCUTTA, Mar 16 : Film
maestro Satyajit Ray today per-
sonally received the Special
Oscar Award at his nursing
home bed with some im-
provement in his condition.
his family sources said, reports
PTIL.

Jt meeting of

A joint meeting of the
President and General
Secretaries of Thana and Ward
committiees of Dhaka city BNP
and its front organisations will
be held today Tuesday at 3 pm
at the BNP city office, reports
BSS.

More EC relief
for Rohingyas

The European Economic
Community [EEC) has given
another hall a million ECU
about six lakh 70 thousand US
dollars as emergency reliel as-
sistance in the form of food,
blankets, tents, medicines for
the Rohingya refugees to be
channclled through the Untied
Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR), offictial
sources in Dhaka said
reports BSS

65 hurt as rnval
groups clash

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 16: Sixty
5 12

villages
in Boguli union clashed after
somc weavers damaged an ir-
rigation channel in Horinahata,
lcaving at lcast 50 pcople in-
jured. reports UNB.

I8 445am 6.15 pm

NEW DELHI. Mar 16: The

navies of India and the United
States will conduct joint exer-
cises, the government an-
nounced Monday, signalling
the start of closer military re-
lations between the two coun-
tries, rcports AP,
United News ol India news
agency reported Depuly
FPoreign Minister
Feletro as that the ex-
ercises will not be held in
Indian coastal waters.

it did not claborate.

india s trying to forge
closer military and political re-
lations with the United States
after the demise of the Soviet

Feleiro was making a mu:-
ment in Parllament on last
week's visit to Washington of
Jyotindra Nath Dixit, India’s

top civil servant in the
Foreign Ministry.
Dixit held wide ranging

talks on trade, non-prolifera-
tion treaty and copyright, irri-
tants in India-US relations.

The United States has been
urging India t¢ sign the
Nuclear Nowm-proliferation

Eduardo

Treaty, but New Delhi has con-

sistently refused, saying it is

discriminatory against
nations.

India has also rejected a US

to hold a five-nation

“India is committed 0 nu-
clear non-proliferation on a
global basis and a regional ap-

proach will not be a solution o
pmhicm Feleiro was

devise in 1974 and experts
say its scientists can make a
bomb. India says its nuclcar

capability is for peaccful pur-
poscs.
indian navy has 52,000 per-
sonnel and most of its ships,
aircraft carriers and sub-
marines are Soviet budlt.

AFP from Delhi adds: India's
Navy included in its flect today
a locally-built missile-armed
corvette rated one of the
fastest of its type in the Indian
ocean, reports AFP.

Mintster of state for
Defence S Krishna Kumar
commissioned the INS Vipul at

India, US to hold joint
naval exercises

the western Indian port of
Bombay, calling it a proud
moment for the Navy K The
Press Trust of Indta (PTI) re
ported

Thirty -five more vesscls in
cluding corvettes and frigatcs
are en order with delence
shipyards Kumér was quoted as
waying.
Pakistan partly ratsed the veil
on its nuclcar weapons pro
gramme at the weckend, ac
knowledging it had a nuciear
ca ty but maintaining #
was for peaceful purposcs only,
reporis Reuter.

Defence Minister Ghous Al
Shah said on Supday Pakistan
had been compelled 1o go nu
clear because of India's secu
rity crackdown in disputed

Kashmir, a causc ol ten-
sion between the two tradi-
tional foes.

Pakistan had explained 1o
the United States it could not
sign the Nuclear Non
Proliferation Treaty ([NPT)
without India doing so because
it would upset the equilibrium
in the region. India exploded a
nuclear device In 1974,

|

PM leaves
UK for
US today

LONDON, Mar 16; Prime
Minisicr Begum Khaleda Zia
arrived here this moming en
route 10 Washington for a five-
day visit 1o the United States
at the tnvitation of President
George Bush, report BSS

She was greeted by Sir
[David Muirhecad, a representa
ttive of her majesty's govern
ment at the Hilingdon VIP
suite of the leathrow Alrpor

Bangladeah High
Commisstoncr to UK., Rezaul
Karim. sentor ollictals of the
high commission and BNP
leaders in UK were also pre
sent at the airport to greet the
Bangiadesh leader

Begum Zia s due to mect
the representatives of the
business community and
prospective investors as well
as some Bangladeshi commu
leaders residing in
London, later this afternoon. A
group of Bangladeshi journal
ists and newspaper cditors
based in UK will also have a
meeting with  the Prime
Minister at her hotel

Begum Zia lcaves here lor
Washington tomorrow morming
to begin her 5-day visit 1o the
Untiod States

10 banks surveyed,
nine found
undercapitalised

By S Y Bakht

Nine out of the ten com
mercial banks surveyed in the
couniry, by a private financial
institution recently, are un-
dercapitlalised

liased on the balance sheet
figures as of December 31,
1990, the study found that two
of the largest Nationalised
Cemmercial Banks [NCBs],
Sonali and Janala fafled 1o earn
a profit during the period

Three ol the seven private
sector selected banks, City
Hank Arab Bangladesh Bank
and United Commercial Bank

(LCH) respactively, topped the
list in tcrms of after-tax profit
carncd

The other banks included
in the study were Agrani Bank,
Uttara Bank., International
Finance and investment Bank
[IF1C). National Bank Limited
INBL] and the Bank for Small
Industirics and Commerce
(RASIC)

The latest figurcs for the
ycar ending December 1991
wore unavailable as the ap-

L proved balance shecls are ex-

pecied 1o be out in May next

Among the NBCs, the survey
noted, Sonali Bank's under-
capitalisation by 5.90 per cent
was the highest while that at
Agrani Bank, by 2.69 per cent
was the lowest.

Uttara Bank, among the pri-
vate banks, had the highest
under -capitalisation by 5.01
per cent and that of City Bank,
by 2.49 per cent. was the low-
est. BASIC was the only bank
among the ten in the survey,
overcapitalised by 9. 18 per
cenl

A total of 24 banks are op-
crating in the country inchad -
ing four (NCBs), three spe-
cialised banks. ten private
banks and scven foreign banks.

The nationalised and spe-
ctalised banks are fully owned
by the government while M
holds 40 per cent equity in the
IFIC, 30 per cent tn BASIC,
10.44 per cent in Uttara Bank
and 5 per cent in all local pri-
vate banks,

Three of the ten banks sur-

Sec MPage 12 Col 3

Bangabandhu's
birthday
today

By Staff Correspondent

Bangabandhu Sheikh Muji-
bur Rahman, had he been alive,
would have turned 72 ycars old

today.
The birth anniversary of the
Bangabandhu ts being observed

today amid a demand to repeal

a constitutional provision that

bars the trial of his killers in
Sce Page 12 Col 3

Tnal of killers
a must for rule

of law: Hasina

Democracy and rule of law
cannot function truly without

holding trial of the killers of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, says Sheikh Hasina,
reports UNB.

In a on the occa-
sion of the 72nd birth anniver-
sary of Shetkh Mujibur Rahman
today, Hasina said Awami
League would continue its cru-
sade for achieving economic
well-being of the people by
‘mplementing the idecals of the
Liberation War.

She recalled how Sheikh
Mujib had led the nation to in-

" dependence after struggling

ceaselessly with the Pakistani
military junta and said he had
formulated extensive economic
programmes (o reach the fruit
of independence to the de-
prived multitude in the war
ravaged country. -

But enemies of democracy,
humanity and progress, Hasina
said, assassinated the "lather of
the nation™ along with the
members of his family with an
"evil design® to thwart the

Scc Page 12 Col 3

36000 Rohmgyas
arrive in 5 days

COX'S BAZAR, Mar 16: Over
36,000 Rohingyas entered the
country during the past five
days. as influx of Rohingya
Muslims from M con-
tinues unabated, official source
said on Monday, BSS.

The lotal number of
Rohingya Muslim refugecs now
officially stands at 1,60,083
but the unofficial estimates put
the number at over two lakh.

About 45,000 refugees have
so far been shellered in ten
camps while the rest are
spread over Ukhia, Ramu,
Teknal and Naikongchari ar-
eas of Cox's Bazar and
Bandarban districts.

The district authorities
here have decided t0 open an-
other recfugee camp here to
accommodate the refugees.

Official sources said that a
total amount of Taka 71 lakh
had so far been sanctioned for
the relief operation.

The government had also
distributed 250 mctric tons of
rice, 170 metric tons of wheat
among the Rohingya Muslm
refugees.

Bangladesh Red Crescent
Sociely has distributed 746
metric tons ol rice, 181 met-
ric tons pulsc, 69 melric lons

of ediblc oil, six and a halfl
melric tons ol salt and 7507
blankets among the refugees at
different camps.

Some non-governmenl or-
ganisations arc also engaged in
reliel operation among the
refugees.

Fificen medical teams have
been working almost round
the clock at the camps. the
source added.

The sources informed that
most of the nOwW pour-
ing in from across the border
were sick. Many of them are
suffering from malaria, dysen-
tery, diarrhoeca and other dis-
cascs, a relief official said.

The sources said, so far 55
rcfugees died of various dis-
eascs at different camps.

Mcanwhile, N L D (Arakan )
leader Mraza Linn and Arakan
Islamic Front leader Nurul
Islam today accused the
Myanmar authorities of gross
violation of human rights. They
sajd that Magh youths had
been used for uprooting
Arakan Muslims from their an-

to international community to

compel Myanmar government
o stop atrocities on its cit-
zens.,

| Ganntantnk Chhan'n Chk}rn hrnught out a .-nlent procession frnm the DU campus Monday

et

leader Raju and marched through different city streets.

GCO parade in
support of
today's
programme

By DU Correspondent

Ganotantrik Chhatra Oikya
(GCO) will hold countrywide
demonstrations today (Tues-
day). demanding the arrest
and trial of those responsible
for the killing of Moin llossain
Raju who was gunned down on
the Dhaka University [(DU)
campus Friday cvening.

GCO's programme includes
a rally in front of the National
Press Club at 10 am toglay.

Raju, a student ol the
Department of Soil Science,
was shot dead near the TSC
while he was taking part in an
anti-terrorism procession of
GCO following a gunfight be-
tween the ruling party-backed
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
and the Awami Leaguc sup-
ported Chhatra League (S-A).

Earlier yesterday, GCO, a
left-lcaning alllance of cight
students’ organisations,
brought out a mourning pro-
cession and held a grand rally
at the Central Shaheed Minar,

The GCO sion started
from the ‘Aparajcyo Bangla' of
DU land marched through the
campus and city roads.

Sec Page 12 Col 7

to mourn the death of st,udent

54.
— Star photo

' JP meet today : High command |

may come under fire

In an attempt o consolidate
the organization and straighten
out “petty’ differences, the
Jatiya Party (JP) is having its
two-day ecxtended meeting of
the Central Committiee begin-
ning in Dhaka this morning.

All members of the Central
Committee, former ministers,
former and sitting members of
Parliament, and candidates
who lost the last general clec-
tions and presidents and sec-
retaries of all district commit-
tees have been asked to attend
the meeting to be held at the
Dhaka District Sports
Association (DDSA) auditorium.

Party sources say, about 300
lcaders of the party represent-
ing different Uers are ex-
pected to attend.

The meeting will be virtu-
ally the first such congregation
of lcaders since the ouster of
the party from power in
December 1990. Another ex-
tended meeting of the party
was held bul fafled to yicld any
result as most of the leaders
were behind the bar.

The meeting, among other
things, is expected to decliber-
ale on the prevailing political

I situation, attitude of the party

By Mahfuz Ullah
to the Government cspecially
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP). the holding of national
council and the political
course of action to be followed
in future.

Insiders say, leading work-
ers of the party are unhappy
about the way the present
lcadership ‘compromised’ on
the action _ programme
launched after the party's
mecting had been spoiled on
February 29: They particularly
refer to the failure of the lead-
ership in giving a call for hartal
on March 1.

The 'mid-level’ leaders and
workers at grass-root level, ac-
cording 1o sources, arc also
‘unhappy’ about the initiatives
so far taken by the party high
command to press the de

for release of former presi-
dent Ershad. Besides, they are

also critical of the party lead-
ership for 'doling out financial
benefits to areas and workers
ol liking.

Commenting on Lhe situa-
tion, a senior leader of the
party prelerring anonymity
said that the guestion of aban-
doning the hartal programme
would come up for discussion.

But, he added, ‘the call for
hartal was given on the spur ol
moment as we heard that
about five people were killed,
whereas the reality was differ-
ent.

Referring to ‘petty’ difler-
ences the leader said: "JP is a
top-hecavy organization. It is a
party where we are accommo-
dating three former prime
ministers and contradictions
to certain degrees are nothing
unnatural ®

Brushing aside the criti-
cisms, Maudud Ahmed, Vice-
Chairman of the party told The
Daily Star that at the meeting
the district leaders would talk
more and they might refer to
certain things which should
not be misconstrued as
‘differences of opinion.’

Commenting on the difler-
ences of opinion the former
vice-president said, A party
like JP can have small crisis
but it s nothing worrying.’
When asked to comment about
JP's attitude to BNP, Maudud
sald, 'We don't want the
Government to fall before it
fulfills its five-year term. But
we will go ahead with our 10-

See Page 12 Col B

MOSCOW, Mar 16
President Boris Yceltsin has
signed a decrec to create a

scparate Russian and
named himselfl acting Delence
Minister, Deputy Prime
Minister Shakhrai told
a ncws conference today.

Shakhral said the decree
aimed initially o set up a
Defence Ministry which would
initially be headed by Yeltsin.
This would pave the way lor
Russia to create its own army.

But he made it clcar that
Russia had to compietely aban-

doned its attempt to keep the
armed forces of the 11 mem-
bers of the Commonwealth of
Former Soviet Republics under
some form ol t control.
"The Ministry ol Defence
will work out Is on
setting up armed forces in the
Russian federation, with a view
that thesc forces are a part of

the ]nlnt t:nmmm:wcllth

are sub
lnﬂlopcrltbnll . he
sadel
All 11 members of the
Commonwealth of

Independent States have
agreed that the nuclear arsenal
of the Former Soviet Union
should be kept under joint
control.

Russia had also lobbicd for
retaining a joint conventional
army. But three republics —
Ukraine, Azerbaljan and
Moldova — refused, pressing
ahead with moves to set up
scparate conventional armies.

AP adds : Hard-Hne law-
makers who wan!t o resurrect
the former Soviet Undon vowed
Monday to defy the Russian

il

Yeltsin creates own army, names himself defence minister |

government and hold a session
of the defunct Congress of
People’'s Deputices.

"We have a place. If we are
thrown out. we will have the
Congress in the street,” said
Sarhi Umalatova, one of the
organizers of Tuesday's
planned meeting

Organizers, who represent
the hard line Communist wing
of the Jormer Soviet parlia-
ment, favour the restoration of
the Soviet Union and oppose
the pro-market polices ol
Russian President Boris

Yeltsin,

Umalatova declined to say
where the meeting would take
place and how many of the
former 2,250 -member
Congress would attend. But
olher organizers said 1,470
former lawmakers Indicated
they might come.

The prospect of an assem:
bly of hard-liners, many of
whom supperted the falled at
tempt in August to oust
Mikhail S Gorbachev, has un
nerved the Russian legislature.

The legislature has banned

the Congress and ordered
Moscow Mayor Gavrill Popov
and city police to prevent the
deputies [from gathering.
Russia’'s prosecutor-general,
Valentin Stepankov, warned
that Congress organizers could
be prosecuted.

The hard-liners had indi

cated they planned to clect a
new leader to sceck the
restoration of the Soviel

Unton, which has dissolved in
late December following the
creation of the Commeonwealth

of Independent States,

|

R

Keen race for
last semifinal
berth

SYDNEY, Mar 186 :

New Zealand and Sowth Aﬁt‘l
are assured of World

Cup semifinal spots. For the
West Indies, Australia and
Pakistan, the agony continues
reports AP

The two-time champtons
West Indies [ace Australia in
their final first round maich iIn
Melbourne on

Pakistan, whe have won
their last two games o keep
their hopes alive, play un
beaten lournament l-aders
New Zenland tn Chrisichurch.

There are various
permutations with Lhe West
Indics currently on cight
points, Pakistan on scven
points and Australia on six

Sec Page 12 Col |

'Public trial’ of Azam

Commuittee decides

today on meet
with Matin
By Staff Correspondent

ol the spirt
War and annihflagon of the
collaborators is 1o decide today
whether it will discuss the is-
sue of the public trial of Golam
Azam with the Home Ministry.
Jahanara lmam, convenor of
the Commities, said that Lhc
members of the Committee
would sit In a meeting o
decide on an Invitation
the Home Mintstry for a dis-
cussion on the planned trial.
She said "We received a jet-
ter from the Home Ministry
Sunday and we will decide to-
morrow Tuesday whether we
should go o the ministry.”
She said that the letter foi-
lowed a telephone call [rom
the ministry that admitted that
the language of an invitation
earller sent to some individu-
als from the Home Ministry
was indecorous.

Sec Page 12 Col T

AL may finalise
draft economic
policy tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League Working
Committece [ALWC) is likely to
finalise its dralt cconomic
policy tomorrow.

The ALWC, after a series of
discussions with the represen-
tatives of different section of

sion on the policy
adopted by the party.

According to sources, the
party high command is going
to take a policy, mainly based
on free market economy.

Presided over by AL chief
Sheikh Hasina the mecting
was attended, among others,
by Abdus Samad Azad, Tolacl
Ahmed, Sajeda Chowdhury,
Shudhangsu Shekhar Halder,
Mohammad Nasim, Amir
Hossain Amu and Ataur
Rahman Khan Kaiser,

City corporation,
municipal
employees

join duties

All the striking workers and
employces of four city corpo-
rations and 110 municipalitics
in the country joined their du-
ties yesterday following with
drawal of their indefinite
strike, official source in the
Ministry of LGRD and
Cooperatives daid, reports BSS.

There was no untoward In-
cident ed from any
where normal activities
are in full swing in the city
corporations and the munici-
palities, the source added.

in Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) all the striking employ-
ecs including the five thousand
masier roll s joined
their duties went into full
gear to clean about 15,000
tons of garbage plied up during

the seven day sirtke, a

spokesman of the DOC said.



