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IJI to remain
intact : Pak ML

ISLAMABAD, Mar 15: The
Pakistan Muslim League (PML).
the largest component of the
ruling alllance Islamic Jam-
hoori Ittchad (W), Saturday
made the decision that the
allance should remain intact,
reports Xinhua.

The decision was

COLOMBO, Mar ;
Lanka's dominant Tlmll TI r
guerillas have invited legis
tors to visit their northern
ﬂ.mn‘ hold to find a solution

the island's d ng civil

w. Tlmll sources here said
today, reports AFP.

said the Liberation

of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
was informally proposing a

International

It 1s another tactic to delay army attack: PLOTE

Red Cross (ICRC) last week,
the sources said, adding that
the purhlmrntn:}r committee
decided to ask for a ‘formal
written request’ before re
sponding.

The message was Lhe firsi
such contact between the
LTTE and Ilegisiators ap
pointed to a select commillee

ernment offensive against the
Tigers in Jaffne the main bas-

tion of Tamil separatism in the
island

It s another tactic by the
LTTE to delay their destruc:
tion by security forces. This
will not come to anything', said
Darmalingam Sidhathan,
leader of the People's
Liberation Organisation of

militlary nnllaught but they
can't stop it,’ Sidhathan said,
Sidhathan's PLOTE is coop-
eratling with the security
forces in their current drive
against the LTTE In the is
land's embattled northeast
where the Tigers want to
establish a separate state

Sources close to the select
commitiee said another Tamil

The members of the com
mitiee themselves have agreed
that they would not make pub
lic statements about the dis
cussions of their group which
was appointed in November
There is no formal deadline for
them o come up with a peace
package.

However, opposition leader
Anura Bandaranatke has said

Ta.mjls invite MPs to solve Lankan crisis

o Jafina [ don't sec why not
This committee is the last
chance we have for peace,
Bandaranaike told reportiers
here Thursday.

Both the main opposition
SLFP and the government have
not put out their own propos-
als to end the ethnic conilict
bul say they will accepl any
package the parliamentary

The Buily Star &

| Fresh fighting

- eight
, 15 others wounded in fighting

in Croatia :
8 more killed

BELGRADE, Mar 15: AL least
people were killed and

with
chinegu

., mortars and ma-
ns on Saturday in

scven were wounded seriously
in fighting near Pakrac,
Eastern Croatia, which in-
cluded a barrage of 20 how-

visit a parliamen com- from all political parties In Tamil Eelam (PLOTE). : his Sri Lanka Freedom Party commitiee agrees upon

nﬂﬂﬂh,ln uw..hl'ﬁnw ula parlfament to hammer out a group the Eelam People's (51 Fp) was not opposed 1o ftzer shells fired by Croatian

before ng on a ula to solution to Sri Lanka's ethnic He sald the LTTE would Revolutionary Liberation Front . ., lling to Jaflna and said Thousands of people have | milittamen at four villages.

end the bloodletting. strife. like to see a delegation of leg (EPRLF), which is opposed to they would go along with any died during the 19-year cam- Croatian radio reported two
The LTTE message was But rival Tamil parties said islators visiting Jallna because the government as well as the consensual agreement Lo end paign led by the LTTE to set ctvilans were killed and one

conveyed through the the LTTE invitation was a that may help them to buy Tigers, were against a Jaflna fighting. up a separate Tamil homeland iﬁuundtd in shelling near

| International Committee of the move to delay a possible gov- time. The Tiger can delay a visiL If the LTTE wants us to go called Eelam Osfjek.

CIA CIA floods Iraq with

LONDON, Mar 15: The CIA

is flooding Iraq with fake di-
nars to undermine that coun-
try's economy, according to a
report in the Sunday Tele-

reports AP.

newspaper, quoting
unidentified CIA sources, said
“agents and unsuspecting tra-
ders” were smu in the
notes through neighboring
Jordan, Iran and Turkey. The
r:porl said the scheme was

- fake dinars?

-

In Washington, CIA spokes
man Peter Eamest said the
agency would have no
comment on the report.

Iraqi authorities are aware
of the plan but have not men-
tioned it to avoid public panic,
the Sunday Telegraph said. But
the CIA has indications that
the Iragqi government is so

worried that it {s considering
printing new notes to replace
the denominations, it said.

This would be a stop-ga “‘:
measure, the newspaper
because Iraq cannot produce
banknotes of a quality that
could resist later CIA attempts
to forge them.

BREIEEFRY

25 children buried in Peru: a: icas 25

children were buried under mud and rocks when an
avalanche swept the small town of Vilcachayoec in the

Ayacucho province killing

at least 15 of them, police said

Saturday, M’F reports from Lima.
Rescue workers were still looking for the other 10 chil-

dren who were buried in Frid

gered by heavy

ay's landslide which was trig-

rains which hit the rural district some 585

kilometers (320 miles) southeast from the capital early in the

evening.

Several homes were quickly burted and people running for
higher ground were unable to save the youngest children who
were in bed asleep, according to newspaper, reports Inla

Republica.

$ 6 lakh EC aid for quake victims:

The European

Community (EC) hu decided to send some

600,000 dollars worth of emergency aid to victims of the

canr
Saturday, AFP

in eastern Turkey, the European Commission said
from Brussels.

Part of the sum will finance an aid operation carried out by
the charity Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF), or doctors with-

out borders.

An MSF medical team is to leave here overnight for the

quake-stricken Erzincan regio

n, where at least 300 people

are conflirmed dead and aid workers believe hundreds more

may lie buried beneath rubble.

The aid workers will travel aboard a Belgian military plane,
carrytng 15 tons of aid material, the European Commission

Hllhn- mﬂl

missiles destroyed:  unitea
charged with destroying Irnql missiles with

chemical warheads said Saturday that a total of 440 missiles
have been destroyed, instead of 400 as previously announced,

Xinhua says from Baghdad.

In a press statement released in

Baghdad, the UN official,

Michel Desgranges, said that there still remain a number of

missiles ¢

to the Khamisiya post in the southeastern city

of Nasirtya, but he could not define the number.
Desgranges attributed the increase in the number of mis-

siles destroyed to the fact that several missiles were found
buried in the sand at the same location.

He anticipated that the destruction operation will be com-

pleted Saturday.

Desgranges arrived in Baghdad on February 21, leading a
26-man team in-charge of the operation.

3 soldiers burned alive in Georgia:

Supporters of Georgia's ousted president burned alhrc three
government soldiers in their campaign against Eduard
Shevardnadze's new administration, officials said on Saturday,

Reuter reports from Moscow.
Gela Lanchava, military

commandant in the-Georgian

capi-

tal Thilisi, told Reuter by telephone the victims had been held
hostage by the rebels and were set ablaze on Friday night in
the western Georglan town of Zugdidi.

The town is the focal point of support for exiled Georglan
President Zviad Gamsakhurdia, who denounces former Soviet
Foreign Minister Shevardnadze as a traitor and agent of

Moscow.

POpe condoles death: rope sohn paui 1

[pcthal
tnlhl:ﬂldu
rcpurtedﬂnmrdayﬂ

the international community will come
ake victims in Turkey, Vatican Radio
says from Vatican city.

The broadcast said the Pope offered his condolences in a

telegram and
victims of the earthquake.
The minute-long

admiration for rescue efforts for the

quake struck eastern Turkey Friday

evening killing at least 578 people. Red Cross officials, citing
reports from the scene, mdannmnyu4mﬂpcnplc might

have beeh killed in the temblor.

UN's costliest
operation

PHNOMPENH, Mar 15: The
United Nations largest and
costliest peacekeeping opera-
tion ever got off the ground
Sunday with the arrival of its
civilan and military chiefs
Yasush! Akashi and General
Jﬂlm Sanderson, reports AFP.

rity is obviously to
estab peace in Cambodia
with the cooperation of every-
body”, Akashi said as he dis-
embarked from a United
Nations C-160 transport
plane.

Akashi also said another top
priority s de-mining the
roads from Thailand to begin
the return of 370,000 refugees
who fled 13 of civil war.

"This be the largest,
most ambitious, most compli-
cated and I'm afraid most ex-

pansive operation Akashi said.

T

Turkis Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel

and Turkish President Turgut Ozal are

accompanied by local officials as they visit the damaged city of Erzincan, which was hit by a
heavy earthquake, registering between 6.2 and 6.8 degrees on the open-ended Richter scale.

— AFP/UNB phcntu

' tomorrow with
. Korean officials to discuss ways

Solomon to meet
top S Korean
officials loday

SEOUL, Mar

| Assistant Secretary r.-l' Stalt

Richard Seolomon Is Lo meet
top South

of ensuring that Pyongyang al-
lows early inspections of fts
nuclear {acilities, reports AFP
Scolomon, who is in charge
of East Asia and Pacific af-
fairs, arrived Saturday as offi-
cials of the two Koreas agreed
to hold mutual Inspections of

| each other's suspectied nuclear

sites by June

Solomon is to meet tomor-
row with Foreign Minister Lee
Sang-Ock, top presidential se-
curity aide Kim Chong-Whi and
Presidential Secretary
FEconomic Allairs Kimm Chong
in, press reports Sunday said.

S -

Bush to sweep aside Buchanan in
Tuesday's primaries

FLINT, Mich, Mar 15 : Polls
showed President Bush would
sweep aside Republican chal-
lenger Patrick Buchanan in
Tuesday's primaries, while
Democrat Bill Clinton ap-
peared ready to clear his field
of rivals, reports AP.

The three Democratic can-
didates and Republican chal-
lenger Patrick Buchanan were
campaigning in Flint over the
weekend before the primaries
here and in [llinots.

Trade and jobs were the
main issues in the campaigns,
and the candidates confronted
frustration and anger of this
gritty town where 40,000
General Motors jobs have van-

ished in a decade.

An lllinois survey released
Saturday by the Gallup
Organization. for the Chicago
Sun-Times and WFLD-TV
found Bush at 79 cent to
15 per cent for Buc with
6 per cent undecided.

The survey also showed
Clinton was at 48 per cent,
Tsongas 21 per cent and Jerry
Brown 7 per cent. Eleven per
cent were uncommitted and
13 cent undecided.

allup su 1,223 reg-
istered Illinois voters on
March 11-12. It had an error
margin of plus er minus five

perecitage

A Chicago Tribune poll

showed Clinton and Tsongas
would each run aboul even
with Bush in Illinois if the
general election were now.

Democrat Paul Tsongas
promised lo revive America's
manufacturing base. But he was
peppered with questions about
his opposition to banning the
permanent hiring of striker
replacements. And his audi-
ence wanted to know about his
upport of a free trade .
ment with Mexico that critics
say will cost Americans manu-
facturing jobs.

Tsongas also was critical of
the quality of American cars,
traditionally a saboo on the

campaign trail in Michigan.

Armenian officials

Leadership crisis in

YEREVAN, Armenia, Mar
15: Tens of thousands of peo-
ple in Nagorny-Karabakh are
suffering because the lack of
political leadership over the
forces on the ground has made
it unsafe for aid workers to
begin operations in the dis-
puted enclave, according to
relief officials here, reports
AFP.

While  Azerbaijani and
ve been
working closely with humani-
tarian aid grcups to secure
help for the people ‘of
Nagorny-Karabakh, they have
at the same time admitted that
they have no way of giving
even minimal guarantees for
the safety of reliefl workers in
the territory.

"Collaboration from the gov-
ernments ol both sides has
been absolutely total”, said
Francis Amar, the head of
International Committee ol the
Red Cross (ICRC) operations in
Europe.

The main problem in get-
ting help to the victims in
Nagorny-Karabakh has been
the situation on the ground, he
added. "I would say the control
over the combatants is not
complete.”

Relief officials say the pres-

ence of heavily armed forces
on the gh}und acting without
any apparent ove political

guidance or even a disciplined
military chain-of-command has
led to chaotic but violent
tighténing and has so far pre-
vented aid workers [rom set-

_— —

ting up operations in the en-
clave.

The war is driven as much

by psychological factors in in-
dividuals as it s by broader,

collective goals, said one
French aid worker.

‘We took a long time for
Americans to get around to
quality,” Tsongas said, "The
main thing you have to do is
build automobifles here that
can compete.

Arkansas Governor Bill
Clinton followed Tsongas into
town and tried to make peace
with the United Auto Workers
unjon. He picked up the en-
dorsement of one Flint local
president.

1 will not let this country
become a hard-work, low-wage
country,’ Clinton wld an en-
thusiastic rally inside a UAW
hall where an overflow audi-
ence peeked in the windows.

for |

Nagorny-Karabakh

Amar admitted that two
attempts this year to negotiate
an agreement to allow ICRC
supplies and personnel to be
scnt to Stepanakert had fallen
through for safety reasons but
ICRC officials were currently
involved in urgent talks on se-

curing an overland route be-
tween the city of Agdam in
western Mcrhnj]an and
Slcpmak:rt

"We want physically 1o
demonstrate the fact that the
Red Cross crosses the lines

“and that {t works”, Amar said.

Sino-Uzbekistan
jt communique
to climax
Karimov's visit

BEWING, Mar 15: China and
Uzbekistan issued a joint
communigue yesterday iIn
Beljing to climax the three-day
state visit of Uzbekistan
President Islam Karimov, re-
ports Xinhua.

Karimov visited China from

March 12 to 14 at the invita-
tion of Chinese President Yang

Shangkun.

According to the commu-

nique, leaders of the two coun-
tries exchanged views on

| Sino-Uzbekistan relations, and

other issues of common con-
cern during friendly, cordial
and practical talks.

It noted that the two sides
signed agreements related lo
diplomatic consultations, sci-
entific and technological co-
operation, education and pub-
lic health, tourism, sports,
railways, land and sea trans-
portation, agriculture, and

NYLSTROOM: President Frederick William de Klerk
holds his grand-son named after him at a referendum
campaign meeting in Nylstroom. The referendum rally,
organised by supporters of De Klerk, was threatened by the

extreme right.

— AFP/UNB photo

'Amnesty report on
Philippines distorted’

MANILA, Mar 15: A recent
Amnesty International (Al) re-
port criticizing human rights
in the Philippines is distorted
and incomplete, a government
relcase sald an Saturday, re
ports AFP

Although "much of the hu-
man rights abuses Al describes
are true,” the organisation had
fatled to make clear such viocla-
tions were decreasing every
year, the report by two gov
ernment human rights com-
missioners said.

Journalist Paulynn Sicam
and former human rights
mu Hesaquio Malllin sald Al

not followed the evidence
of its own statistics in drawing

its conclustons.

"As their own listing indi-
cates. the incidence of extra-
Jjudicial killings has lessened
from 19688 to 1991," they said.
“Instead what Al succeeded In

présenting is an unchanging

picture of a terminally abustve
military protected by a con-

doning and cruel government.”

The Al report "should be
taken for what it Is — an in-
complete record of the
Philippine human rights pic
ture,” the government com-
missioners said, lsting mea-
sures taken by the Aquino
administration to minimize
abuses.

Off the Record

BOSTON: US Senator Edward Kénnedy announced
Saturday he'll marry Washington attorney Victoria Reggie, no

date was sct, reports AP.

Reggie, 38, 1s a longtime friend of the Kennedy family, the
senator's spokesman Paul Donovan said. A partner with a

Washingto

n law firm, Reggie has two children by another

« She was divorced (n 1990,
1 love Vicki and her children very much,” Kennedy, 60,

sald in a statement released Saturday,
dating last June, and she has brought

many ycars, We began

"T've known her for

enormous happiness into my life. | look forward to our mar-

riage and our life together.”

The statement said the marriage will be later this year.

The senator divorced his wife Joan in 1982, He has three
children— Kara, Edward Jr, and Patrick.

Reggie, raised in Louisiana, was graduated from Neweom

College in New Orlecans in 1976, She was
cum laude ffom Tulane Law School in 1979

wated summa

according to a

statement rciuudbylenncdyn office. Reggic 18 a partner at

Keck, Mahin and Cate.

Kennedy and Reggie weren'l immediately available for

comment Saturday.

How livable is Buffalo?

ALBANV: How livable is Buffalo? Not very, es
compared to Honolulu, according

pecially when
to a new book that ranks

Hawalif's capital No 1 among the nation's 100 most Hvable ci-

lies, reports AP.

But Buffalo's notorious snowfall didn't earn the city its last

place ranking
Almenac.” Its death rate did.
Marlin used life expectancy

list.

in John Tepper Marlints "The Livable Cities

as his leading indicator to rank
100 US cities. The leaders were widely scattered across the
country, but Northeastern cities packed the bottom of the

“The Northeasti tends to have more people who are dying

faster.”

Marlin said by telephone from New York City, which

" " Playing piano is like
selling tooth paste

LONDON, Hu
art to selling

pianist Janos Solyom compares his
toothpaste, reports AP,

"Now it's fluoride, then it's a red stripe and then anti-
caries something. You have to market it correctly,” said
Solyom, who has homes in Sweden and London.

His latest inspiration: to offer adventurous programmes,
including music by Muzio Clementi and Alkan, on Sunday
morning in a converted church near West Minster Abbey. A
glass of champagne is included. He filled 200 of the 600 seats

at St John's Smith Square, but shrugged

off commiserations.

‘It was my ides and [ like novel ideas. | called them my
kamikaze concerts,” he said in an interview. "The English are

traditionally minded.

Dirt kills the girl
BURLINGTON: A 3- year-old girl who was pulled alive from
under a ton of dirt at an excavation site after being buried for

15 to 20 minutes died Friday, authorities said,

reports AP.

Shelly Wine was buried Thursday when a dirt overhang

collapsed on her. The area at her

grandfather's farm had been

::camludbyt}mutatc Division of H

She was
(Md) Memorial Hospital.

pronounced dead Friday :wnin.g at Cumberland

"Her brother laid he heard a noise and turned around and

she was gone,”

said Chris Pampinto of the Tri- County

Ambulance Service. "The dirt had fallen where she was sitting

playing.”

Fundamentalism haunts Muslim world like ghost of Hamlet's father

LAHORE, Mar 15: It was
peculiar to see Afghan Pakols
— the woolen caps typically
worn in Peshawar and Kabul —
on the heads of protesters in
the capital of Algeria. Stranger
still, a few weeks later to hear
that the "Afghans” had at-
tacked the city's police, re-
ports IPS.

Algeria had become the lat-
est country to be rocked by
[slamic fundamentalism, a
movement that today haunts
the entire Muslim world from
Morocco to Indonesia — "Like
the ghost of Hamlet's father, it

is here, there and every-
where.”
Its force, however, differs

from region to region and from
country to country. Some-
where a ripple, at other places
a minor current, it has as-
sumed the form of a storm at

least in two countries.

The storm centre is the
Middle East, where fundamen-
talism achieved its first victory
when the Iranian clergy over-
threw Shah Reza Pahlavi in a
violent revolution. Iran became
a beacon of light for fundamen-

talists in Muslim countries the .
world over.

Here was a country bravely
introducing a system of laws —
based on the Quran — which
many westernised Muslims
had regarded as impractical. It
had gone even further. It chal-
lenged the two superpowers
simultaneously.

Could this system bring
prosperity and enlightenment
to the downtrodden Muslim
masses of the Third World?
Could it help them achieve a
respectable place among the

nations of the world, denied
to them since the overthrow of
the Abbasids in Baghdad and
the Ummawis in Andalusia?
Not only fundamentalists but
many other Muslims looked

towards revolutionary Iran in
wonder and awe.

Islamic fundamentalist par-
ties languishing in neighbour-
ing countries received moral
encouragement and were revi-
talised.

Egypt came first, with the
Ikhwan, or Muslim brother-
hood, Goaded to new activity
by the Iranian le. Taking
full benefit of the freedoms al-
lowed to them by the Mubarak
government, they plunged into
the political arena, gaining 60
national assembly seats in the
1987 clections. The |khwan In

Jordan performed a similar
feat in the 1989 elections. In
the Kingdom's first Genecral
Elections in 22 years, the fun-
damentalists garnered no less
than 20 seats — in a House of
only BO deputies. In alliance
with 12 other like-minded
members, this gave them the
largest single voting bloc. But
the Ilkhwan have by no means
confined themselves to demo-
cratic methods alone.

In neighbouring Sudan, they
fully supported the military
coup led by Brig. Gen Omar
Hasan Ahmad Al-Bashir, who
overthrew Sadiq Al-Mahdi, as
reward, they were the only po-
litical group represented in
the new cabinet

[slamic fundamentalism is
also on the rise in the Arab
Maghreb which might well be-
come (ts second stronghold

after the Middle East.

The year 1990 was marked
by outbursts of fundamentalism
in both Tunisia and Morocco.
Violent protests by fundamen-
talists led to arrests in Tunisia.
The clash with, police appar
ently involved a protest of the
government's handling of flood
victims in the country. But the
militancy was an expression of
the new spirit with which fun-
damentalism has been ani-
mated In recent years.

In Morocco that same year
about 2,000 fundamentalists
were beaten and arresied
when they took to the sireets
demanding the release of six
jalled leaders.

But Algeria has emerged as
a resurgent fundamentalism
sironghold iIn the Arab

Maghreb. Strange lor a count
where western culture has lefl

widespread impact. Unlike
Iran, where most people do
not know any European lan-
guage, virtually all Algerians
speak French as a second lan-
guage.

Half the country gets fits

! news from the French

ia, while four million

A.Igcriml Itve abroad in Italy,
Spain or France, frequently
travelling back and forth.
Fundamentalists won the
Algerian municipal elections
over a year ago. On the verge of
coming to power through a
thumping electoral victory in
the recent general elections,
the military, which has ruled
Algeria since the 1962 libera-
tion, st them shgrt. The
French-trained military (o
brass were perhaps afraid of
what fundamentalismsn might do
to their Mfestyles.

Hong Kong Food
Festival begins

HONG KONG, Mar 15 : The
1992 Hong Kong Food Festival,
an annual event attracting
large crowds of both tourists
and local residents, at
the New World Plaza 1in
Kowloon today, reports Xinhua.

The festival, which runs
from March 14 to April 5, s
designed to give visitors and
local residents the chance to
experience a wide range of
food -related activities, Douglas
King, General Manager of the
Hongkong Tourist Association

said at the opening ceremony.

The festival was kicked off
by a three-day fun and food fes-
tival during which visitors can
sample a wide varfety of eull-
nary specialities from all over
the world presented by 184
fine restaurants and hotels.




