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AL's Economic Policy

It was a right move made by the Awami League
(AL) to hold an open forum with the country's
Jeading industrialists and traders, including rep-
resentatives of various chambers of commerce, on

th anisation's economic policy, now in the
pr:cgzdbeuu t to inal shape. The meeting
provided an ide unity to members of the

are their thoughts with the
opmpm.temm&g. Sheikh Hasina usld her associ-
ates. while AL leaders could throw considerable
light on what now clearly looks like a changing
position of their organisation on many complex

issues.
w stage, it may be a little premature to
discuss AL's economic policy on the basis of ex-
tracts from a draft resolution, as published by the

local press including this newspaper. Bul we
ise the rethinking now going on
v by e anisation, in ?ﬁt Iigh# of the

within the o
changed globalr!ﬂtuaunn and the existing realities

in the country. True, the references made in the
draft reauluurgn to AL's support for "mixed econ-

with the public sector playing a minor role
mm the assurance that "“no commercial or in-
dustrial establishments would generally be na-
tionalised” are welcome reiteration of positions
taken by the organisation during the election
campaign last year.

In the circumstances prevailing in the country,
not to mention Dhaka's relations with donor na-
tions and aid agencies, it would have been most
surprising if AL, a party aspiring to be in power
one day, could take any other position or, to be
more specific, an anti-privatisation stance.
However, it is important that AL does not commit
itself to "mixed economy” as a matter of expedi-
::.zlblt should do so out of conviction to earn

from the private sector.

Beail}:lnc); gaining the much-needed credibility
from the private sector — indeed, from the
country at large — AL must present as cnmg -
hensive an economic resolution as possible,
identifying specific problems and their solutions.
Again, the very term "mixed economy” is open 10
many interpretations. After all, how mixed is the
*mixed economy” and how minor will be the role
to be p by the public sector ? If it is impor-
tant to ¢ these issues, it is almost imperative
that people at large and the grtvatc sector in

lar are assured that AL has right men for
right jobs when (and if) it comes to power.
Herein lies the challenge of effective implemen-
tation of what may be otherwise a sound eco-
nomic policy. This question is raised in many
minds because far too often, as it happened dur-
ing the meeting of AL leaders with the private
sector on Saturday, issues are presented or dis-
cussed in rhetorical terms. Unfortunately, the

same also happens at meetings of the ruling

;zt mee on Saturday marks a good start.
Without a c“nllllgﬂnunuu dialogue between members
of the private sector and AL — and the ruling BNP
— we will never know where our political parties
really stand. But, then, the private sector also

bears as much Mpomibﬂitz,as political parties to

ue as su
After all, th%p
capturing the hea

confined to
leading figures from the country’s trade and in-

dustry press for the continuance of this dialogue
irl;thrzoth AL and BNP and treat these mee

with seriousness and after due preparation of the
issues under discussion. The private sector
shares this responsibility with tg:ﬂiunr:al arties, a
responsibility as important as the role it plays in
the economic progress of the country.

Sympathy to Tremor
Victims

Tu . or geol the Anatolian Plateau,
has rka?n becrgl jntﬁcﬁybra str earthquake tak-
ing a huge toll of life and pro . As in all such
cases, it will take some time ore the true ex-

tent of loss will be known. One thing is certain
even at this initial stage of evaluation and sa y
rehabilitation and attempts at — that the
Turkish city of Erzincan has been muf:td to ru-
ins. It is strangely the same city where in 1939 a
severer earthquake took a hundred thousand
ltves. The date was, however, different —
December 27.

This plateau, patently because of the dictates of
the tectonic configurations and activities of the
area, is particularly tremor-prone. However, the
Erzincan tragedy cannot but evoke universal sen-
timents of sympathy and a sense of identity with
the victims, specially those that live. We feel that
to do justice to the truth of our feeling in the
matter, we should go out and exiend an effective
helping hand. This can be done ideally by sending
out to Erzincan at least one medical mission ei-
ther from the Medical Corps, who should
prove specially suited to the needs of the situa-
tion, or from BMA who shouldn't be either found
wantin‘f in their performance. Secondly,

esh has a number of good builders and
eflicient and experienced building workers.
Could we not persuade our construction firms to
do some voluntary work there and earn a good
name for our country?

Science has travelled far since Isaac Newton,
and ially after Alberi Einstein who was with
Max e at inaugurator of the quantum
revolution but later was to opt out of the game.
And science also ably charted, weighed and
counted space and matter and time of the know-
able universe. But it has done very poorly to pre-
dict an earthquake. H G Wells's pertinent satire
in his First Men on Moon comes pat to mind. The
Selenites or the moon-people were amazed by
human foolishness of flying to moon some
280,000 miles away and yet not get even the
miles deep into their own et.

In Bangladesh we are u:k{c that meteorology
has advanced so far as to enable us to know of an

im storm or tidal bore some days ahead.
The tremor-prone areas are unfortunate that

ble has not been so [ar made in
seismic studies, The early Chinese ron%lses ul;
Togs o

t the waming from deep-dwe
gﬂ{%hdonoturmtuhmmaﬂeanyhm way
either.

However, scientific advancement is winning
ever new nd minute. It is a sale bet to
hope that in a decade's time the first tremor
predictions, however erratic, will be around.

Our hearts go out in sympathy with the victims
of the tragedy.

el

N the face of 1t, the proposed Demo
cratic Forum should fill a vacuum in the
political life of Bangladesh. Here, my
=|mlln assumption, to repeat a point made in
this column of few weeks , 18 that it will be
something of a ‘think tank’. non-partisan in
character, deriving ils strength from its
association with intellectuals like - minded
people from various professions. It should
carry out research on issues facing the nation,
speak out on current problems, organisec
seminars and closed -dmrﬂlhcunhnl and,
hopefully, lish a journal of its own.

By Lﬂbm -mm be clear whal the pro-
posed Forum is not — or what it won'tl do. As
we see it from outside, It won't be an organisa
tion with a decision-making structure of its
own. [t will seek prestige and a woice, instead
of power and authority. In this sense, one of its
objectives should be to mould public opinion
on wide- jssues, preferably through in-
tellectual means, and seek to influence the de-
cision-making process of the government,

(BNP) has been waiching the development
with some satisfaction, seeing it in the Hmited

rspective of the hn:g:lnnlrlf of iIncreased disal
ﬁ'th}n on the opposition front. It is far from
clear if anyone in the leadership of BNP secs
the proposed Forum as one performing an ef-
fective watch-dog role over government poli
ctes and, 0 that extent, of being of some apsis:
tance to the opposition

If the top leadership of AL has adopted a
negative attitude towards the proposed Forum,
many uppartial observers would undoubtedly
put a lot of blame on Sheikh Hasina, for her
short-sightedness, poor perception of the
democratic process in the couniry, a ceriain
lack of tical experience outside the narrow
limits of the day-to-day power struggl¢ and, fi-

nally, for her buflt-in distrust of somc of the

times in any sense of the expression -
There has been another area where Kamal
Hossain apparently fafled. It was in using his
position as a senjor AL leader, as a member of
its presidium, lo help Lhe younger generation
within AL and outside with the understanding
of the political process in the country, espe-
clally of democratic norms and practices, right
from the time of 1972. So, just before his eyes,

thousands of young workers and supporters
have grown up inside the without
any real understanding of the complex prob-

lems — and of their possible answers —

the country, problems ranging from growing
absolute poverty in rural Bangladesh to crisis
in eour industrial sector. from decline In our
moral values and standards to continuing vio-
lence in our educational institutions. On all
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Democratic Forum Offers Good Prospects —
and Needs a Chance

norms and practices Uniess we
about such a change, what

our country?
the Forum should reach out to the

While
young generation. it will also have major role io

play n a channe! for communication
to me rs of various professions. regardicse
of thetr or political inclinations. At the
moITeTt, are largely keft out in the cold by

major political parties. They include retired
civil servants with plenty of practical

ence in various fields, university and

teachers with time 10 do some serious re-
scarch oriented writing retired bankers who
know how the sector they once served so
well works, doctors, industrialists, s0o on and
so forth. Having known some of them through
my work as A journalist. | know for sure that
they have answers 10 at jeast a few of our
problems and that all they want is 1o be heard

and to be for their commitment. In
several Southeast Astan . orf even In
New Delhi and Colombe, counlerparts

newspa is
politicians alone. It g mr;ed that

whichever party s in power.

e

which the
Unfortunate

country's political life.
Instead, something
subject in a new perspective
regards the
a mixture ol hostili
would say, as a poss

still are — s
and an

Hasina

HE blacks of South Af-

rica are looking

on as white volers

decide whether constitutional

change is to . By going

for a um on March 17

President FW de Klerk took a

gamble on the future of the
negotiation process.

His announcement came in

a week in which the working

groups of the Convention for a

Democratic South Africa

(CODESA) — the multi-party
body planning the route to a

t-a constitution —
made-substantial ;

If de Klerk loses refer-

. endum he has to re-

and call a general elec-
::: He would almost certainly
lose to the right wing
Conservative Party (CP) led by
Ander Treurnicht. That would
nullify all the progress made in
two years of delicate negotia-
tions. A CP government would
return the country to the
Sixties.

The CP split from the ruling
National Party in 1982 and still
adheres to the old ltnrlhe‘h:l
dogma. Under the slogan of
the "right to self-determina-
tion,” it wants to revive the
homeland policy and divide
the country into 12 tribally de-
fended republics.

It would reintroduce job
reservation for whites; sepa-
rate public amenities; separate
schools; and racially defined
residential areas. It also wants
to put Nelson Mandela back in

jllJlH«:mm: the Alrican National
Congress calls the poll "a hall-
mark of racism” aimed at
giving "whites a veto over the
future of our country.”

With its allies, the South
African Communist Party and
the Congress of South African
Trade Unions (COSATU), the
ANC plans a mass protest
around the time of the refer-
endum which could include a
general strike on the day of
the poll.

Other major black liberation
movements, the Pan Africanist
Congress (PAC) and the Aza-

The need for such a Forum would not have
been so immediate il the major political par-
ties in the country, especially the Awami
Le (AL), had, by now, set up their own
ms for free discussion on national is-
sues, performing al least some of the functions
roposed Forum may undertake
, this has not happened. That s

one reason why we talk about a vacuum in the

clse has happened,
which prompts this writer to return te the

It s now clear that the top leadership of AL
roposed Democratic Forum with
and suspicion — some

adversary — instead of
adopting a convenient "wait and see” attitude
towards the venture. This negative mood was
reflected in the deliberation at the recent ex-
tended meeting of AL executive commitiee.
There were even talks of ultimatums being
served on a member of the AL presidium, Dr
Kamal Hossain, either to stay in the organisa-
tion or to leave it if he was that keen on the
setting up of the Forum. There were — indeed,
lations about splits within the
leadership, disaffection in the mll l.';:)y file
r of resignation — a usu o
test popularity — by the president, Sheikh

The ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party

South Africa Faces 1ts Moment of Truth

AT HOME -AND ABRO

oy e

veteran lcaders of the party, especially Hossain
and Tofael Ahmed.

What is overiooked by these critics of
Sheikh Hasina are the lapses on the part of

Kamal Hossain whe, according to one insider,

has done precious Hitle to bulld a relationship
of trust with Hasina. Some say that having been

instrumental in bringing her o politics as the

something

willing lo ac

two
day -to

process in

president of AL, thus setting the trend of dy
nastic politics which he now most certainly
regrets — Hossain probably
of a guardian angel, a position
which the daughter of Sheikh Mujib was hardly
t. So, there was an understand -
able conflict of interests, which neither Hasina
nor Hossain tried to resolve. Bul there have
also been divergent
le of the political process, even of the

developments,
resenting a sophisticated erudite approach iIn
sharp contrast to Hasina's down-to-earth
somewhat simplistic attitude. In the best ol
circumstances,
complemen roles 1o the
their D'I'!I.ll::rlthﬂ, indeed of the democratic
the
Unfortunately, we are not lving in the best of

expected 1o be

jons held by these

with Hossain rep-

the two could play

great advantage of

country as a wholc.

ALl

these issucs,
of 30, knows no more
lerpart in BNP, except

low- Bangladeshis — and,
them

Sn, we welcome the readiness of Kamal
Hossain and others ke him to start a new
process, refllected in their move to launch the
It s through this process
that the post-liberation generation will gradu-
. intellectually and
the challenges fac-
ing Bangladesh, not in terms of rhetoric and
chiches but with the help of facts and figures.
Given the right type of political training

Democratic Forum.

ally become well-equipped
otherwise, 1o understand

motivation, It Is this

Mondli Makhanya writes from Johannesburg
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.
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an AL worker, in the age group
than his or her coun-
putting all the blame
on long periods — |5 years for the AL and nine
in the case of BNP — of autocratic regimes.
Like other politicians, | lossain speaks at meet.
ings and rallies. but he has not been able to set
up small discussion groups, say. with university
students, writers and journalists, and members
of the private sector, where he could share his
undoubted knowledge and expertise with fel-
above all. listen to

generation that can one
day join the mainstream of national politics,
even enter parliamentary elections and grad-
ually bring about a qualitative change in our

if the

older
cussion

thon.

it is this

the mowe

have much better
involved {n national affairs, without seeking

office or authority.

proposed Forum iakes a far-sighted
view of jts challenges and obligations, 1t will
certainly find a way of using experis
generation as resource persons in dis-
groups which, in yme,

with orfentation of our post-liberation genera-

than us o be

of the
should help

The guestion has been asked, Do
the Demgocratic
force in the politics of
q'l.ﬂ'llhﬂl]'_tl‘n
Hasina top take a somewhat ja

e

Forum ag & Mrﬂﬂﬂi
7 Perhaps
Sheikh
view of

In a broad sense of the term, the Forum

front. In

conflictt
own gutl
aoul
nterests of

and

The right wing Conservative Party and the extremist AWB have both decided not to boycott
the while referendum called suddenly in South Africa by President de Klerk. Their decision
makes the outcome even closer than at first predicted. De Klerk is telling voters that if they
do not back him, sanctions, sporting boycotts and pariah status will be back on the agenda.

The vital question

nian People's Organisation,
both of which have thus far
kept out of the negotiations,
view de Klerk's move as vindi-
cation of their refusal to nego-
tiate until a constituent assem-
bly is elected.

Unpopular through the
decision to hole a referendum
{s with the left and elements of
the right, nobody denies the
tactical briliance of de Klerk's
move, He is hoping to neu-
tralise the vociferous right
wing which have been
casting doubt over his mandate
to negotiate on behalf of South
Africa’s five million whites.

The announcement came

On March 17 the 5 million whites
of South Africa are being asked

Do you support continuation of
the reform process which the
State President began on
February 2 1990 and which 1S
aimed at a new constitution
through negotiation?

Yes B

Nol

Estimated total population of

South Africa: 37.5 milhon

Party had suffered a humiliat--
ing dcfeat at the hands of the
CP in the Transvaal town of
Potchefstroom. The seat has
been vacant since the death
last November of former
Speaker of Parliament Louis le
Grange. He had won it in 1989
by only 200 voles. Now the CP
won by more than 2,000 voles.

Both parties had billed the
by-clection as a litmus test of
white response to de Klerk's
reforms of February 1980,
when he lifted the ban on

black resistance movemecnis
and rcleased Mandela after 27
years in jail.

In victory the CP repeated
its oft-made claims that de
Klerk no longer had the sup-

port of the white volers who

elected him, and challenged
him to a general election. De
Klerk said : "I had to settle the
matter once and for all. The CP
attack us at every turn and say
we do not represent the
majority of whites.”

At the same time he s
sceking to reassure a jittery
white populace that they still
have the power to reject the
changes he has embarked on.

De Klerk is expected to win
by & narrow
ing the referendum route he
increased his chances of
avoiding a general election, in
which the CP would have more
chance of victory.

hours after de Klerk's National
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and
address.

Appreciation

Sir, It gave me greal satis-
faction and sensation going
through the articles being pub-
lished in your daily, particu-
larly the one written by Brig.
Shamsuddin Ahmed (Rtd) in
the issue of 2nd March and
that of Mr. S Alam Rashid ap-
peared in the issue of 5th
March. | thank them both for
expressing the ideas so boldly
and clearly.

| am afraid not many of our
coun had the chance to
go through these valuable arti-
cles since these are written in
English. To enlighten our mas
population | would request
these gentlemen to re-write
these articles again in Bangla
and publish them in the Bangla

dailies. The voters must know

the games being played in the
National Assembly by their
elected members with the
days and destiny of the nation.
It will help them to cast their
votes more judiciously when
required next.

A. Karim
Mirpur, Dhaka

Admission to schools

Getting a child admitted to
the school is such a difficult
matter these days. There are
only that many seats and the
number of students who apply
are five to ten times more in
ratio.

Every parent wants the
child to be well educated but

to start with he/she must find
avenues to get the child admit-
ted — which s not easy at all.
Sometimes donations are ac-
cepted by the schools and this
complicates matters as regards
admission. '

Although new schools are
mushrooming in the city, par-
ents would still prefer the old
established schools for their
uﬂngﬁnga. | wonder what can
be done to improve matters in
this sector,

Shameem Rehman
Tikatully, Dhaka

Author of a famous
book

Sir, The article "The Uni-
verse within the Untverse” by
Shireen Barl which appegred
on the Science and Techno-
logy page of the 8th March
issue of your esteemed daily is
indeed very iInteresting and
informative. Through the arti-
cle the authoress very lucidly
explains the relation between
the fundamental forces of

= - e

having the sup
state-controlled
corporation and all the major

newspaper co

n. By choos-

physics and symmetry. Her
demonstration of the behaviour
of the forces at work using the
analogy of Alice’'s experiences
as written in the book "Alice in
Wonderland” is very impres-
sive. But unfortunately, Ms Bari
has inadvertently made a mis-
take in mentioning the author
of the book as Charles
Dodgson. The truth is that
"Alice in Wonderland” has been
written by Lewis Caroll. The
book was a bestseller in its
time and still stands out as a
literary classic; a book which
brought fame and celebrity to
its author, Lewis Caroll.
Moreover, it will be recalied by
avid TV viewers that the
English TV drama series "Alice
in Wonderland® was bﬂnﬁ
shown on BTV recently, whic

is an adaptation from the book
under discussion.

In the light of the above, |
think it would be a shame {f
due justice is not meted to
Lewis Caroll by giving him
recognition for his famous
story book.

Md. Ghulam Murtaza
Dhalen

Parllamentary constituen-

cies are weighted in [avour of

arsenal to win. lle is able

to scare whites contemplating
voting for the CP by telling
them that South Africa would

again

isolation, cultural boycotts and
a return to political pariah
status if it does not go down
his road.

He also has the advantage of
rt of the
roadcasting

Even so
the margin is ly to be close.
After the referendum the
will be set for serious
horse-trading between de
Klerk and the ANC without the
State President having to keep

——

OPINION

could wejl provide a third foree, but only in
the intellectual sense In so far as it will
pmhhn-,ﬂu:irmnﬂumwht
nﬂpf
ol from
not be in the power st
matter, be an active pl.ygf

have cither
o comprehend. But it shou
ruggle nor, for that
on the political
into 1ts own. 1t will be

to strike a delicate balance between seemingly
compulsions. At this moment., my

is that it will work and, with-
any miracles, serve the best
h, during the rest of the

decade and, indeed, in the next century.

looki over his shoulder at

to discuss progress made by
the working groups investigat-
ing the

agreement on the need for an
interim government to rule
during negotiations and also on
the issue of an eclected con-
stituent assembly to draw up
the constitution.

All that would come to
nothing if the Conservative
Party were to win.

' — GEMINI NEWS

MONDLI MAKHANYA s on
the staff of Weekly Mall,
Johannesburyg.

Agriculture Policy

Recently Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia while inau-
gurating the two-day ﬁl‘“d
convention of the Krishibid
Institution, Bangladesh an-
nounced that the government
was working out an agricultural
policy to bring momentum to
the agri-sector so that depen-
dence on foreign supply for
food could be eliminated. We

greatly appreciate the move. A

national agriculture policy is
needed as a guideline for the

country's overall crop, live-
stock, forest and [isheries
ment, distribution, in-

ternal and external trades.
Such agri-policy should reflect
govt's ruroltrlttglﬂ for the
development of the agri-sector
including matters of subsidies.
Meanwhile, | fully endorse
the view of the PM that "the
policy would not be enough —
if it was not implemented
properly”. For its successful
implementation, sincere and
dedicated services of the
Krishibids coupled with active
government cooperation are
needed. The Prime Minister
said that there are still areas in
the country where information

and training to im-
proved new [i technolo-
gies have yet to reach. She
called upon the

g
workers to reach t new
technologies at the door steps
of the farmers. In this context,
| would like to say that there
are shortage of appropriate
man er though a large
num of agri- are
now unem . We would
strongly suggest the govern-
ment to a -graduates
at the union level, that is, let
declare the union level rool:
as entry points for agriculture,
livestock and fisheries gradu-
ates. This will not only help to
reach the new technologles at

the door steps of the farmers
but will also solve the unem-
ployment problem of the agri-™
graduates. If agri-graduates
were posted at the union level,
they would get more opportu-
nity to live in close association
with the farmers. In fact, at
present, an agri-graduate has
to look after a large area. As a
result, the effectiveness of the
is less visible. To meet up
emergency crop, livestock or
fisheries problems, small labs
of the respective research in-
stitutions should also be set up

at the upazilas.
While refe to the issue
of adsorption of unemployed

Krishib ii_ the ;H ::‘tfrd Bt!":
problem of surplus stalil.

the question is— who is re-
sponsible for creating the sur-
plus problem? Surely not the
unemployed agri- uates or
even the emp ones. Then
why should they suffer for
others' mistakes? It has been
stated in the convention that
about 6000 posts are lying va-
cant in various agril depart-
ments. And these ts are ex-
clusively meant for the agri-
graduates! Why at the costs of
Krishibids' posts, we should
met the expenditure of the
surplus stall, who are non-
Krishibids? Can government
expect to realise its agricul-
tural development targets by
kee such a huge number of
Krishibids' sanctioned posts
vacant?

I would fervently call upon
our honourable Prime Minister
and her rnment to con-
sider the cases of absorption of
the unemployed Krishibide
with due attention and sympa-

thy.

M Zahidul Haque
Asstt Prof, BAC, Dhaka




