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Dhaka Day by Day
Washing the Linen in Public

by Fayza Haq

the flu or "mossy” bites and the
tial fevers, Nazir Miah continues
six days a week, at the business ol
washing clothes, ironing them, and
distributing them to the vartous houses.
chapﬂlhhjnb 1S years back, for lack of
anything better to do as he has no formal
m and has only his rlu.u-::ll.-: and energy
on. He is paid Tk 4 pe of item,
-nd washing on the h;m of hundred
pieces a lot at each house. He operales on one
of the many lakes of Dhanmondi, and has to
compete with the various mushrooming
lsundries that are coming up in the area who
have more manpower and organisational
facilitics.

in a hand of cards, or*the special "bidis”
that make you "high". They would like him to
go with them for the occasion Bangladeshi film
or the “jatra®, such as at Kamalapur, but he
shrugs it all off.

There are places that he could go to watch
imported video films in Old Dhaka, at a
reasonable price, along with his co-mates, but
he is w-lth saving the last Taka for
his wife and children. lle does smoke and has
the occasional "paan” to relax himsell and give
him some respite, but he be grudges himsell
even that. He knows of his friends who [irt
with the neighbouring mailds, who are

compliant enough. Nazir too is tempted. lic is
not an angel, but he has his conscience o
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When the clothes have stubborn ugly marks,
he sends them to a tiny shop in New Market,
where they remove the stains with lemon,
milk, and other items. This applies to gravy
marks, ink stains etc. He pays his worker Taka
400 a month. Nazir who comes ([rom
Sadarkhana in Noakhali earns about Taka
4,000 a month. He says that it all goes to the
education of his two teenaged boys, savings for
his daughter's impending marriage and
general day to day expenses at home.

Nazir has no savings either in a bank or a

tive. He has no insurance to talk of. He
pl through life and concentrates on
pleasing his customers, who pay for his travel
expenses of Tk 10 or Tk 5, as Is required.
Sometimes the ladies of Dhanmondi are kind
to offer him a cup of tea too, but this is
not often. H?m:llng over the goods and
collecting the ' remuncrations, listening to
nagging complaints, and getting the once in a
blue moon praise, comprises his day's work.
Nazir is afraid of his competitors, he
has his homefront to also safeguard. He does
not like it if his wife Saira feels that the four
"saris”, that he normally gives her every year,
are not up to the mark, or are inferior to the
those of the other women Iin the
urhood shack in Jhikatola. When the
wife carries on ad. lib. about not providing
enough money for the sets of trousers and
shirts for the sons, for not paying the school
fees in time, or for not saving enough for the
dowry of the daughter Ruhiza, he is naturally

abide by.

Nazir wants to see his r::hlldrtn with at least
clerical jobs in offices in Motijheel or Purana
Paltan. "Why can't a poor man's son train to be
a lawyer or a banker? Money backing is
needed for that. | cannot alford the expenses
or the leisure. | must put the children to
work as soon as possible. | have not put them
in or sent them to the free school. |
pour my sweal for my children. Even in the
casc of my daughter, after | have provided the
necessary moto , radio and sofa-set, along
with the goid jewellery, what guarantec is
there that she will be happy, and not a prey to
her in-laws, or a husband whose eyes go astray
on the slightest of provocation?” he asks
himself, in a bewildered state.

"Just the business of getting the rice,
"dall®, vegetables, and the u-r:caliona] fish,. or
meat s a constant :h'uuk: for me. My wife
makes the occasional 'pitha’ and 'firni’, and 1
am grateful for the warm meals. Yet often,
Saira, my wife, hankers after trinkets, as does
my daughter too, and | cannot supply them, no
matter how hard | work. There are the
medical expenses as well. | go to both the
homeopaths and aleopathic doctors. | do "pani
para’ from the ‘pirs’ such as the one at
Paribagh. Yet even to the 'pir' you cannot go
empty handed. You must have a box of sweet-
meats or a bunch of bananas under your arm,
or your ego suffers,” he informs me.

Nazir is not pessimistic or morbid. He
believes that the world is a place of tests, and

not amused.

The washer-man or the “dhobi”,
better known in Dhaka, has little time for
gossip and tattle in the form of "adda”, and
abides by his father's instruction of reading the
Quran, and saying his “namaz”. Not all his
Eﬂnmm or friends think highly of this

of his, and would have preferred him to

that if you work hard, God is bound to help you.
have liked to open a laundry
and have an easy time, but so far he has not
get a loan, or save enough
dreams. Yet, he does not think he is simply
building castles in the air. lle is gradually
putting aside a few Takas in a clay piggy-bank
and he hopes for the best.

as he is

to

He would dearly

Problems should be resolved
through consensus : Samad

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Abdus Samad Azad Sunday
called for upholding democ-
racy through the spirit of the
Liberation War, reports BSS.

As a first step to achieve
such objectives the nation
must get rid of terrorism and
the national problems should
be resolved through consen-
sus, he told a seminar on
“Secularism is not negation to
religion: ndhu” at the
National Book Centre in Dhaka.

Organised by "Joy Bangla
Sangskritik Jote” In celebra-
tion of the 72nd birth anniver-
sary of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman the seminar
was addressed, among others,

Dr SA Malek, General
Secretary of Bangabandhu
Parishad, Journalist Alhaj
Shams-ul-Huda, Moulana Abdul
Awal, President of Awami
Ulema Party, Mofazzel Hossain
Chowdhury Maya, Senior Vice-
president of Cily Awami
League, All Ahmed, President,
Joy Bangla Shilpi Goshti, and
Sheikh Abdul Quader, Member
Secretary of Joy Bangla
Sangskritik Parishad.

Abdus Samad Azad strongly-

defended the principle of sec-
ularism and said cven after the
birth of Pakistan its founder
Mohammad Ali Jinnah had
stated in the then constituent
assembly of Pakistan that irre-
spective of religion all are
Pakistanis although the coun-
try became independent on
the basis of two nation theory.
e said Awami
always kept religion above all
with full respect and that was
why he added, Bangabandhu
had established Islamic

League had

Foundation and prohibited
race, alcohol and gambling.

Azad said the tlr: spirit be-
hind the secularism was to
stop the practice of exploiting
religion for selfish political
end by misleading pcuplc

The deputy Leader of the
Opposition pleaded for inde-
pendence of judiciary and said
his party had alrcady submit-
ted a bill in parltament in this
regard.

He expressed the hope that
the government would
demonstrate its gesture to
pass Lthe Indemnity Ordinance
(Repeal) Bill the way the
Opposition had supported the
government for the passage of
12th Constitutional
Amendment Bill

S A Malek urged all to work
unitedly to promote the prin-
ciple of secularism which he
added, was aimed at stopping
the bad practice of using reli-
gion in politics to mislead the
ITASSCS,

Referring to the election of
Prof Golam Azam as the Amir
of Jamaat-e-Islami he said,
“This was done deliberately to
throw a challenge to the [ree-
dom fighters™,

Shamsul [luda said the na-
tion had witnessed how the
vested quarters used religion
for their selfish political ends.

Moulana Abdul Awal said
secularism was a must for
democracy. le said the people
frrespective of religion had
fought the Liberation War.

Deputy Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Abdus
Samad Azad seen speaking at a discussion meeting
Sunday organised by the Jay Bangla Shanskritik
Oikkyajote in observance of the 72nd birth anniversary of
Bangabandhu S8heikh Mujibur Rahman at the National

Book Centre Auditorium.
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Cooperation to
ensure rule
of law sought

Minister for Law and
Justice Mirza Golam Hallz
Sunday stressed the need for
creating social awareness
against price hike to protect
consumers’ rights, reports
BSS,

He was addressing as chief
guest a seminar organised by
the Consumers Association of

Bnnﬁ.lﬂh (CAB) 1o mark the
World Consumers’ Rights Day

at the National Press Club
Sunday afternoon.

Jattya Sangsad Chief Whip
Khondaker Delwar Hossain,
Minister for Fisheries,
Livestock, Forest and
Environment Abdullah Al
Noman, Opposition Chie{ Whip
and Awami League Leader
Mohammad Nasim, indepen
dent MP Nurul Islam Moni,
National Board of Revenue
member Shah Abul Hannan
and Cab General Secretary
Sarwar Zahan spoke on the oc-
casion. CAB President Borhan
Ahmed presided.

The Minister for Law and
Justice sought the cooperation

of all to fight against social

vices and ensure rule of law in

the country. Viclence is im-

peding the economic devel-

opment, he said, adding "We

have to boost production to

help build a self-reliant
h."

The Jatiya Sa Chief
Whip stressed the need for
national consensus (o solve the
major problems in the country.
He sought the cooperation of
the opposition political partics
in this regard.

The Opposition Chiel Whip
and Awami League Leader as-
sured the leaders of the demo-
cratically elected government
that his party would cooperate
and help reduce the escalating
prices and would help solve
major problems to minimise
the suflerings of the people.

The Minister for Environ-
ment stressad the need for a
social movement to protect
the ﬂ&hu of the consumers.

Dainik Desh
employees,
newsmen rally
Mar 18

Journalists and employees
of the Dainik Desh will hold a

joint rally at its office on

March 18 at 11 am to demand
payment of outstanding
salarfes for one year and other
dues, UNB.

The Bengali datly has long

Dainik Desh Karmachari
Union Su asked all mem-
bers to attend the rally.

Arms recovered

CHITTAGONG, Mar 15:
Members of Bangladesh
security forces recovered some
arms and ammunition from a
hideout of tribal insurgents at
Lakkhichhari upazila of
Khagrachhari hill district this
morning, BSS reports.

According to an oflicial
source here, in a special tip-off
the security personnel raided
the camp and found two
pistols, four high powered
grenade, one country-made
gun and three pairs of unfform
of the tribal insurgents.

. Monday

5.00 Opening announce-
ment Al-Quran, Pro-

Recitation from the
Geetla

Cartoon: The Greal
Space Coaster
Ramzan
Shikkhangon: Progra-
mme on education
Debate

News in Bangla
Apnar Shasthya: Pro-
gramme on health
Barnali: Songs

News in English

Film: Rescue
Khabar/The News
Tuesday's programme

Ram,g'ustywmd

s

Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Mirza Golam Hafiz addressing a seminar
on the World Consumers Right Day on Bunday organised by the Consumers Association of
Bangladesh at the National Press Club auditorium. Minister for Environment, Forests,
Fishery and Livestock Abdullah Al-Noman (extreme right), CAB President Borhan Ahmed
(second from left) and Opposition Chief Whip in Parliament Mohammad Nasim were also

present.
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'Certain quarter distorting

history of Bangladesh'’

Speaker Shaikh Razzaque
All Sunday urged the forerun-
ners of Movement to
come out with real history of
the movement and also o give
the nation guidelines to insti-
tutionalize democracy, reports
BSS

He regretted that attempts
were being made to distort the
history and the truth of the
Language Movement to estab-
lish oneself in society.

The Speaker called for pre-

senting a complete and true
history before future gen-
eration instead of indulging in
self tion.

Shaikh ¢ was ad-

dressing as Chiefl Guest a dis-
cussion meeting held in mem-
ory of the "Historic State
Language Agreement Day-15
March, 1948" at the audito-
rium of National Museum.
Jointly organised by the
language Movement Council
and the State Language
Agreement Day Observance
Council, the function was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Dewan Mohammad Azraf, Prol.
Shamsul Huq, Chairman,

University Grants Commission,
Mahbub Anam, Editor
Bangladesh Times, Dr. Nurul
Ifuq Bhutyan, Shamsul Alam,
Mustala Kamal, MA Mohaimen,
Dr. Mirza Mozharul Islam,
Rafiqul Islam Jagilu, member
DUCSU, and Zulfikar Rahman,
President, Moulana Bhashani
Smriti Student Sangsad.

Justice Abdur Rahman
Chowdhury presided over the
meeting.

The discussants regreited
that those who h con-
tributed largely 1o the language
movemenl were now being ig-
nored. They said a particular
quarter was out to disrupt
democracy by misinterpreting
the history and regretted that
the history of all democratic
movements of the past, includ-
ing that of the Language
Movement and the war of in-
dependence, were being dis-
torted by that quarter.

Shatkh ue said 1t
would be very unfortunate if
we would fail to present the
real history before the nation
and said the history of the
Language Movement would not

Agriculture policy to
be announced soon

Agriculture and Ilrrigation,
Water Development and Flood

Control Minister M Majedul
Huq said Sunday the govern-
ment would soon announce a

,..hm..ﬁ.‘:.“‘f:maeﬁ'

opment, reports

The Minister dlldn-nd this
while presiding over a council
meeting of Bangladesh
Agriculture Research Council
(BARC) here.

Majedul Huq said in the
proposed policy a master plan
covering the country’s entire
agricultural activities for the
next 25 would be incor-
porated. Five years s

agricultu lan with lﬁdﬂt
re p
recommendations wou be

included in the proposed plan,

he said.

He said in the policy which
was now under preparation for
sustained agricultural devel-
opment would include sub-
sectoral policy like agriculture
extension, research, fisheries,
ltvestock, {rrigation, forest and
environment, soil development
etc. He said each sub-séctoral
policy would be supplementary
to the master

Environment and Forest,
Fisherfes and Livestock
Minister Abdullah al-Noman,
Agriculture Secretary K M
Rabbani, Additional Secretary
in charge of Environment and
Forest Division Dr Abdur
Rashid and other members of
BARC attended the meeting.

A committee has been
constituted with the members
from Agriculture, Fisheries and
Livestock, Environment and
Forest divisions, Planning

Commission and BARC to eval-
uate and examine different

aspects of the proposed agri-

culture policy.

By Staff Correspondent

Rain or shower accompanied b
places over D

likely at one or two

porary gusty wind is
ka and Khulna divisions

and the regions of Pabna, Bogra, Jessore, Comilla and Sylhet
during the next 36 hours commencing 6 pm Sunday,

according to Meteoro

oflice.

Weather will remain mainly dry elsewhere over the coun-

try.

Day temperature is likely to riu: by one to two degree

Celsius during the

Weather may deterforate during th: subsequent tm days,

Met office also forecast.

The Sun sets in Dhaka today (Monday) at 6-08 pm and
rises tomorrow (Tuesday) at 6-06 am.
Temperature and humidity recorded in important cities

and towns on Su Were:

Cities /Towns Temperature In Humidity in
degree Celsius percentage
Max Min am 6 pm
Dhaka 33.1 22.8 79 54
Chittagong 30.1 23.0 95 65
Rajshahi 36.5 18.6 77 -
Khulna 34.7 23.3 81 45
Barisal 32.8 24.0 87 73
Cox’'s Bazar 30.2 21.4 89 73
Sylhet 30.5 20.0 82 BO
Dinajpur 34.0 - . 37

ernment had widen the scope
of higher studies for the agri-
culture scientists. He said the
monthly scholarship al-
h-l.nnu for the Ph D and M
Sc degree students of the agri-
culture science had been iIn-
creased upto Taka five thou-
sand and Taka three thousand
respectively.

As a result a number
of scientists could get the op-
portunity of achieving higher
degrees, and a huge amount of
foreign exchange would be
saved, he added.

At present 1337 agriculture
scientists including 17 post-
doctorate 161 Ph D and 816 M
Sc degree holders are work-
ing in difflerent agriculture re-
search institutes in the coun-

try.

The Agriculture Minister
said the government had ac-
tively considered constitution
of a milk development board
for meeting the demand of
milk in the country

He urged the extension
workers of the Fisheries and
Livestock to intensify their ex-
tension activities at the vil-
lage level to fulffl the need of
protein for the ple by in-
creasing [isheries and live-
stock resources of the country.

Car stolen

By Stafl Correspondent
A dark ash colour Toyota

Corolla, 1979 model car,
bearing number Dhaka-Ga-
97065, been missing from

the house at 148/A, DOHS
Mohakhall since March 13.

|

be complete without recognis-
ing the contribution of Dr.
Shahidullah, Principal Abul
Kashem and Abul Mansur
Ahmed.

He said the nation was now
passing through a critical
juncture and urged the pio-
neers of the Language
Movement, which iIn fact
started in 1948, to play an ef-
fective role to consolidate

The Speaker urged all
quarters to show respect to
others opinions, use the lan-
Fuant of democracy and learn
rom other's criticism lo give
democracy a sound footing.

Justice Abdur Rahman
Chowdhury said the pioneers
of the language movement
should be given national
recognition as they had played
a courageous role at that time
risking their lives. le also
touched on the recent wave of
movements and said efloris
were on (o destabilise the
democratic government by
making non-issue an issue.

Dewan Mohammad Azral
said the language movement
had started with the activitics
of Tamaddun Majlis,’ the lan-
guage movement had led to
the country’'s War of Liberation,
he said.

Prof. Shamsul Huq said the
attemplts of those who were
trying to distort history would
be not be successful.

Mahbub Anam regretted
that the real ploneers of the
Language Movement were not
seen in the programmes ol
television and Bangla !

He said the country's cul-
tural arena was now in the grip
of ‘a sort of cultural bureau-
crais.

.
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‘'War of Liberation
never ends’

"War ul’ le:nu:m never
ends but #t continues always
against the soctal injustice,” he
said while addressing as the
chief guest the publication

ceremony of a drama titled
"Akhono Ora” at the Guide
House Auditorium here.

Eminent journalist and
Chatrman of the Danik Bangla
Trustee Board Obaidul Hugq,
speaking as the special guest
said drama was now Laking a
rebellious stand against all so-
cial injustices. He said drama
was also showing the mankind
the way to a sound life

Motiur Rahman Hana wrote

| the drama focusing on various

social injustices and discrimi-
nation.

Swarabithi Theatre organ-
ised the ceremony while its
President Mohammad Al

Sujan presided.

124 held on

various charges

The police arrested 124
persons from different parts of
the city on various charges
Saturday. reports BSS.

The police In cooperalion
with people arrested two
wanted persons from
Uttarkhan areca under Utiars
police station that evening and
recovercd one loreign revolver

with two rounds of
ammunition, a DMP press
release sald yesterday
(Sunday).

The arrested persons were
Sthab (26) and Shaheen (22)
The police recovered the
revolver from the possession of
Sehab.

Meanwhile Kotwall police
arrested one person, identified
as Harun (25) from Nalgola,
Midfort Balur Ghat areca and
recovered five bombs and five
sharp knives (Kirish). He was
suspiciously moving in the area
with a rickshaw.

The arrested were
sent to court, the DMP press
relcase added.

Happy Birthday
t .
g Wahee{::i Bhai
rom
Che Daily Star

L/

MISSING

Bangladesh breed female d
missing since February
15a, Dhanmandi, colour light brown-white,
name Alu. High reward for informations leadin

to recovery of the dog. Contact Tel. 50187
during office hours. German Cultural Centre.

21, 1

, well groomed,
2 from Rd. No.
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For booking details, contact :
Adveraemen

I Phone : 245063

PABX : 245061-2 & 246023-4. Ext: 20

Manager

BEFORE 16TH MARCH,

FAR-EAST/JAPAN AND

M. V. NEW GENLORD V7292 IMP. ROT NO.
1992 WITH IMPORT CONTAINERS RELAYED AT SINGAPORE EX-A.
V9823w, POLJOS V7223W, B.TERATAI V083, KOTA RAKYAT V091,
RANGER VS002, BANGKOK BRIDGE V2, WAN HAT 205 VS027, IBN BAJJA V02, IBN MAJID V26
I AND ALSO CONTAINERS EI-SIHSHP’DRE

CONSICNEES ARE REQUESTED TO TAKE DELIVERY OF GOODS
SURVEY APPLICATION MUST BE PRESENTED TO US WITHIN 3 DAYS OF DISCHARGE NO CLAIM

| WILL BE ENTERTAINED NOR ANY LTIABILITIES ACCEPTED IN RESPECT OF DAMAGE TO AND OR
SHORT LANDINGS OF CONSIGNMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM STORAGE SHED, IN
EVENT OF CONSIGNEES TAKING DIRFCT DELIVERY SURVEY TO BE HELD AT SHIP'S SIDE ONLY.

CONSIGNMENTS NOT CLEARED WITHIN HS DAYS FROM THE DATE OF UNLOADING EX THE SHIP ARE
LLTABLE TO BE CONFISCATED AND AUCTIONED AS PER SEC.
OF THE CUSTOMS ACT 1969 WITHOUT ANY FURTHER NOTICE/REFERENCE. |

THE VESSEL WILL LOAD CONTAINERS UNDER EXP. ROT NO.173/92 FOR SINGAPORE AND ALSO
FOR ONWARD TRANSHIPMENT TO EAST/WEST COAST OF U.S. CANADA, UK/CONTINENT, MEDT. {
AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND PORTS

FOR BOOKING AND OTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT '

GENERAL AGENTS:

Tel - 504312, H‘.'ﬂ‘lﬂ
The: 633027 BDSHP BY
-

L e m— m o m o e — —————— ]

Tel: 21175,
T . 633302 BDSHP B
Tatetax 24300

NGSHIP Management' Pte Ltd |
NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES /SHIPPERS

160/92 WILL TAKE BERTH CHITTAGONG PORT ON OR

IMMEDIATELY AFTER DISCHARGE

167(8) AND SEC. 82 RESPECTIVELY

ABRAHM
TOKYO BRIDGE V9, SEA

L




