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Atlas rocket

blasts into space

CAPE CANAVERAL., Florida,
Mar 14: An unmanned Atlas
rocket blasted into space

Friday carrying

gram (3,100-pound] cable
television satellite,
AFP.

The Wt off was the fourth
gencral

successfiul launch for

be destroyed.
‘Our confidence has grown
in the last few months,’ said

space

The Hughes Communi:

cations Inc. Broadcast Satellite

separated on scheduled from

the booster, a hall-hour into
the flight, Winkler said.

a 1,400-kilo-

reports

NEW DELHI,
MPs expressed anger Friday at
US attempts to force New
Délhi to compromise on cru-
clal trade and nuclear issues.
and protested against a pro-
posal for joint naval exercises
in the Indian ocean. reports
AFP.

Members of the Bicameral
Legislature also voiced concern
alt President George Bush's
statement of support for a
Pentagoh document calling for
US action to discourage India's
‘hegemonic’ aspirations.

Nirmal Chatlerjee, a com-
munist opposition MP de
manded a statement by Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao's

hhrﬂﬂnmuﬂcﬂuh&hlmﬂwn,'

mnhh}mmtlﬂ:rhllrﬂulfmm
signing of NPT

governmenl on reports indi-

of five-nation meet

China did not affect
proposal of to de-nuciearise

PT by China would
nddﬂl

the Prime Minister P V

Narasimha Iﬂemtmhmurdh-dnllonikmd
him to solve the issue through bilateral negotiation.

Islamabad has offered both the to India and now ft
was for New Delhi to choose, he

4 soldiers in Peru: rour

llas on Friday killed four
ty and

Mar 14 Indian

reports from Lima.

The soldiers were posted outside the university gate as
some 40 other soldiers entered the campus on an army “civic
action programme,” a police spokesman said. He did not
elaborate.

The attack came a day after the government abolished a

: . »

Vance ends Y'slav mission: cyrus
Vance has ended his UN mission to Yugoslavia and has
accepted a new posting o Nagorny- Karabakh, his spokesman
Francois Guiliani said here Friday, AFP reports from New
York

Vance, a former Secretary of State, was named special en-
voy to Yugoslavia last October by then UN Secretary General
Javier Perez de Cuellar and helped negotiate a cease-fire
there.

Vance, 74, made six trips to Y mec with the
various involved in civil war there since June last year
and closely with European Community peace eflorts,

working
headed by Lord Carrington.
After some hesitation, Vance recommended the deploy-
ment in Yugoslavia of 14,000 UN peacc-keeping forces, which

the Security Council approved.

Armed men attack Pak train:

Armped men attacked a Pakistani express train on Fridny
Dr#:ﬂng three people and abducting three passengers,
fal news agency APP said. Reuter reports from !'Laracm
It said the attack, by an unknown number of gunmen, oc-
curred near Hyderabad in the southern province of Sind.
The assaflants fired a rocket, hitting the locomotive and
halting the train, before opning fire with guns, according to

APP.

Kidnappings for ransom are common in the interfor of
Sind province where bandits live in forest hideouts along the

river Indus.

Bush may visit Poland; sresdest Bush ss

considering a brief visit to Poland in July

after attending the

annual economic summit of industrialised nations in Munich,

Ger

, officials said Friday, AP

reports
ﬂievhttwnuldbeaqtmmdlnhrtm the July 6-8 meet-

from Washington.

ing in Munich and another summit, July 9-11, that Bush is
expecied to attend in Helsinki, Finland.

Bush's trip could take some of the attention from prepara-
tions for the Democratic Party's National Convention, which
will be held July 13-16 in New York.

Thatcher starts campai

British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, bac
which won her three successive elections,

[ ]
in the role
hit the

campaigning trail on Friday to rally support for the rullng
Conservatives, Reuter reports from England.

Fresh fighting in

S Africa: 24 killed

JOHANNESBURG, Mar 14:
Savage i hung killed 24
hhcks F one more was

government offices in
the turbulent final days before
a whites only referendum on
reform, AP.

President F W de Klerk,
campaigning for approval of his
reforms to end apartheid, was
hit on the head by a thrown
campaign placard during briel
scuflling when he arrived at
the University of Pretoria.

De Klerk was not hurt, but
scveral hundred students
shouted “Traitor” as he walked
to the hall.

The president has said he
will resign if the white minor-
ity rejects reforms aimed at

ending apartheid and giving
full political rights to the blnnk

majority.

African National Congress
leader Nelson Mandela warned
that any attempt to reim

apartheid would cause war
and renewed International
sanctions.

“If the whites make a mis-
take and vote for repression
the country is go going to be in
for a hard time,” he said.
“There's going to be unprece-
dented turmoil and chaos.”

In a bizarre development,
the neo-Nazi Afrikaner
Resistance Movement said
Friday it was discussing a "non-
aggression pact”

mlh:

Inkatha Freedom Party, one of
the country's main black
groups.

Violence in black townships
has escalated sharply in the
runup to the March 17 refer-
endum, with more than 200
deaths since de Klerk an-
nounced the vote three wecks

ago, according to the indepen-

dent Human Rights Com- 9%

mission.
Friday's toll of 25 deaths

st in one day this

—
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International

Indian MPs angry over American attempt

cating that Washington was at-

tempting to twist Il'ld'lll arm

on trade and other fssues.

His demand was backell by
other MPs including some
from the ruling Congress ()
Party, whose anger was pro-
voked by press reports on for-
eign secretary JN Dixit's talks
on trade and nuclear issues
with US officials in Wash-
ington.

India's sovereignly was al
stake, said Chatterjee. Cong-
ress ([) member Manoranjan
Bhakta described the issues as
'serfous’ and urged Foreign
Minister Madhavsinh Solanki
to make a statement clarifying
the Indian position.

US L(rade representative

Carla Hills told Dixit Thursday
she would be forced to take
punitive action under the spe-
cial 301 provision of the 1088
trade act unless India quickly
compromised on such matters

as paicnia.

Was hlnﬁnn charges that
India has to provide ad
equate and eflective protection
for US patents.

Dixit said India and the
United States would hold bi-
lateral talks on Nuclear Non
Proliferation tn two months, an
apparent volte-face from New
Delhi's official position ruling
out any compromise on the is-
sue.

The civil servant, who met

senfor US defence officials,
also mentioned the possibility
ol joint naval exercises in the
Indian ocean.

The United States wants
New Delhi to sign the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT). which India has so far
resisted on grounds that it
discriminaléd between nuclear
haves and have-nots.

Opposition MPs said Friday
the government appeared to
be moving lowards a reversal
of its stand on the NPT.

Yashwant Sinha, centrist
member, said the United
Stales appeared to be using
the threat of trade sanctions
under special 301 to force

exercises was seen MPs as
another reversal of india's pol-
icy holding the Indian ocean to
be a zone of peace, and Chitta
Basu of the leftist forward bloc
said joint exercises would

jeopardise India's defence.

Forei Minister Solanki
promi to make a detailed
statement Monday after Dixit's
return here today, saying the
government would never take
any action that could com-
promise Indian sovereignty.

it was the latest furore in
parlament this week over al-
leged US attempts to interfere
in Iindia’s Internal affsirs.
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JERUSALEM Pa'lﬂnmnnh{ulhm women drnmd in the typical white "hijab™ pass lsrael)

border policemen while leaving tho mosques compound after the Friday noon prayer of the

—AFP/UNB photo

Russia grants
large degree of
independence
to 18 republics

MOSCOW, Mar 14 : Eigh-
teen of Russia's 20 autonomous
republica Friday initiated a
treaty with Moscow granting
them a large degree of
indcpendence, including full
control over their natural re-
sources, reports AFP.

The federal treaty will be
incorporated in the Russian
Federation's new constitution,
due to be adopted by the
Russian parflament on April 6.

The project, dralted by
Russian parllamentary Presi-
dent Ruslan Khasbulatov, calls
for a "separation of powers”
between the Russian and
republican leaderships,

Tatarshtan, which is to de-
cide in a relerendum March
21 what Its future status will
be within the Russian federa-
tion did not sign the final doc-

ument

US offers Delhi to compromise on N-issues

Hrdn! U*E strategy in tht p-n-t
cold war era, suggesting
Washi shouid discourage
Indian monic aspirations’
in South Asia, drew the anger

of MPs on Monday.

A letter written by a Bu.h
ajide to a Sikh-separatist ac

tivist, encou him as an
advocate of human rights,
sparked expressions of outrage

Wednesday .

Relations between India and
the United States have been
warning since the breakup of
the Soviet Union, once New
Delhi's closest ally, but differ-
ences persist on crucial de-
ferce and trade issues

Tige Buily Star

Koreas near
accord on
N- facﬂltles

SEOUL, Mar . Rivals
North and Seouth lnm were
near agreement Saturday on
forming a commission 1o set
up procedures for ins
of nuclear [acflities, reports
AP “Prospects are very i
said an official at the U -
tion Ministry who requesied
anoT oty .

The proposal to form the
comumission by March 19 was
discussed at talks between the

two sides at the border village
uf Panmunjom.

News reports sald South
Korea dropped fis demand for
a specific timetable for nuclear
inspections after the Neorth
agreed that inter-Korean in-
spections would be held before
inspections by the Vienna-
based International Atomic

A ENCY.

» Record

Nothing is impossible

PEORIA: A 5-year-old

girl said she was sexually assaulted

on a school bus by about eight boys, police said Friday, reports

AP.
The kindergarte
bus when the

The boys, ages 8 and 9,

n student was rvling in the front of the
boys lorced hier to the rear, police said.
surround:d her and removed her

clothes. ﬂ-n: of them then stripped and got on top of her. po-

Hoe sadd .
The victim's 7

year-old brother alerted the buas driver who

pulled over broke up the group and pulled the boy off the girl.
She was hospitalised examined for evidence of sexual as-

sault and released.

Four of the alleged attackers were named in a police re-

port, but no charges were filed.

All of the boys were suspended pending an investigation,
sald Peoria school district spokesman John Day.

$ 13,320 tip

VANCOUVER: A walitress is being praised for her honesty
in refusing to accept a huge tip from an elderly customer, re-

ports AP,

holy month of Ramzan.

Americans press Bush to stop brain

WASHINGTON, Mar
Leading American lctntlitl on
Friday urged President Geo
Bush to send millions of dol-
lars to stop the brain drain of
scientists and engineers from
the former Soviet Union who
are looking for jobs beyond
their borders, reports Reuter.

"Time is of the essence,”
the scientists and engineers
said in a letter to Bush's
science adviser, Alan Bromley.

They wamed that science
in the former Soviet Union,
and its chances of economic
recovery, will “wither and
flounder”™ {f the exodus of sci-
entists continues.

"Salaries for scientists (in

the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States), ... are pitifully
low, and scientists are bec-
oming increasingly isolated

from their international col-
leagues owing to the virtual ab-
sence of hard currency neces-
sary for western journals and
for travel”, they said.

Already research groups are
disintegrating and some of the
best scientists have- leflt for
temporary or permaneni posi-
tions abroad, they noted.

If the United States moves

100 slowly, US companies and

researchers will lose out to
those of other countries who
are acting swiftly to select the
best commercial ventures and
lure the best scientists for
their firms, they said.

"The United States can play
a leadership role. ... If we act
quickly,” the letter said.

The main objective of the
aid should be to help the
Soviet Union convert from a

military-based eco

o ﬂ
ctvilan consumer- bal‘:Z

omy.
The letter was signed by

National Academy of Sciences
President Frank Press, the
Carncgie Commission's Guy-
ford Stever and Harvard
University Professor Ashton
Carter.

It was the result of a meél-
ing earlter this month ol over
120 US scientists and engi-
neers convened earlier this
month to conslder the crisis of
Soviet scientists who have
been eager to do rescarch in
the wesl,

The group included senior
executives from US companies
with business inicrests in the
former Sovicet Union.

They recommended that
some of the 400 million dol-

drain of former Soviet Unwn

lars to be spent by the
Pentagon to dismantle Soviet
weapons be spent to support
new research opportunitics for
scicntists in the Common-
wealth of Independent Stales.

In addition of 25 million
dollars for weapons sctentists

_ to be lunded through a new in

ternalional science and tech:
nology centre in Moscow, 25
million dollars should be avatl-
able for non-wecapons scien-
tists outside the ccntre,
Another 50 millien to 100
million dollars should be spent
to replenish equipment jour-
nals and books in laboratorics

converted to civilian research,
\hey said

Sﬁtr'ﬂl outdated rules on
immigration and sharing ol
technical knowledge should be

reviewed-

Marta Ling said the B]-year-old man Lried to gve her two
rolls ol money as a tip afler she had served him at a Denny's
restaurant.

"l returned it back to him and said, Sir, that's your moncy,
and he kept saying. 'No, no you keep it', "Ling said.

| kept pushing the money back to him and he pushed it
back.

The "tip” was dirs Canadian 11,100 (US dirs 13,320) In
old bills.

The man's affairs are being turmed over to the public
trustee, police said.

Thriller about killer
lesbians

NEW YORK: US homosexual activists vowed on Friday to
stop traflic in Angeles and disrupt the Academy Awards to
protest “basic instinct”, a new Michael Douglas thriller about
killer lesbians, reports Reuter.

Rick Wilson, a spokesman for Queer Nation, a homosexual
rights group with 30 chapters said the film's "astonishing and
sickening” depiction of leshlans could provoke a violent
backdash.

He said gay groups in Los Angeles would Itnp cars from
getting to the Oscars. It'll be a stall-in, and we're going to be
inside the Dorothy Chandler pavilion when they give out the
awards.”

Dianne Welsh of the National Organisation For Women said
now also would protest against the film's depiction ul'”l.

"Basic Instinct is a movie about lesbianmankillers,” said

Welsh. “It's providing very damaging and degrading siereo-
types.. ItlulmdydIR'ultemughmbrah:hllnin!hhm

Ukraine suspends transfer
of N-arms to Russia

WASHINGTON, Mar 14
The United States on Friday
asked Ukraine to explain its
decision to suspend the trans-
fer of nuclear weapons to
Russia for destruction but an
ollicial - told Reuter it did not
scem a serious problem at this
time.

State Department spokes-
man Richard Boucher refrai-
ned from criticising Ukrainian

BBC plans to
slash jobs

LONDON, Mar 14: Ten
thousand of the 23,000 jobs at
the British Broadcasting Cor-
poration (BBC)
celiminated: by 1996, under

proposals outlined in an inter-
nal memorandum not yet pub-
lished, a spokesman said
F‘rl::la;r. reports AFP.

The plan is one of several
cost-cutting options outlined
in the report, to be studied by
the board of direclors of BBC
Radio and Television in A

A final document will be
published in the summer, the
spokesman said.

could be -

President Leonid Kravehuk
publicly, but he stressed Kra-
vchuk had “repeatedly stated
his commitment to the with-
drawal of all nuclear weapons
from Ukraine territories as
soon as possible.”

“"We're aware of his com-
ments yesterday. "We're asking
the government of Ukraine for
additional information and for
clarification,” Boucher told re-
porters.

Asked il Ukraine was being
reminded of its commitments,
Boucher said. "This is part of

= discussion, I'm sure.”

Ukraine, which vowed to
become a non-nuclear state
after the collapse of the Soviet
Union, had agreed to move
tactical nuclear weapons to
Russia for destruction by the
end of June. The first missiles
were brought to Russia four
weeks ago.

Larger ({nter-continental
missiles were due to follow by
the end of 1994,

Kravchuk said at a news
conferente in Kiev that he was
suspending the transfers be-
cause he had no guarantees the

weapons were being destroyed.

The deeision set alarm
bells ringing at NATO with
concern again growing that the

« former Soviet arsenal may not

be under proper control.

But a state department offi-
cial who asked not to be iden-
tified told Reuter. "We don't
really think there's a problem
at this point.

"We've had talks with-the
Russians about this, he said.

A - e —

Khmers refuse
UN request

PHNOM PENH, Mar 14 :
Khmer Rouge military leaders
refused a United Nations de-
mand for a cease-fire during an
emergency meeting Saturday,
UN officials said, reports AP,

The top UN military com-
mander said he was prepared
to send UN iInfantry troops to
the embattled areas if ordered
by the new head of the world
body's peacekeeping opera-
tion, who is to arrive here
Sunday.

The meeting was called to
halt the most serious violations
of the Cambodian peace accord,

African summit
on drought
soon

LUSAKA, Mar 14 : The
frontline heads of state will
soon meet again to seeck col-
lective efforts in tackling the
scvere drought in Southern
Africa, Zimbabwean President
Robert Mugabe announced
here Thursday, reports Xinhua.

He told reporters in Lusaka
after a one-day summit of
frontline states that the front-
liners would try to address
eollectively . the severe
drought, which has hit most
countries in Southern Africa.

Mugabe, who was elected
chairman of the f{rontline
states at the summit, however,
didn't say when and where the
next summit would be held.

Commenting on the one-day
summit meeting which fo-
cused its attention on the lat-
est developments in South
Africa, - the Zimbabwean
President said the f[rontline
heads of state were ‘much
concerned about the imminent
whites only referendum to be
held on March 17.

The South African issue is
more serious than the drought,
he added.

ety. This movie will increase homophobia.”

SAINT BRES: French speleciogist Paseal Barrier (R)
resurfaces after he was sealed inside the Cocaliere cave
near southern ﬁnnce 113 days ago, for an experiment in

sensory deprivation.

CIS agrees to joint responsibility of former Soviet debt

MOSCOW, Mar 14: The
Commonwealth of Indepe-
ndent States moved towards
healing a breach between its
two most powerful members,
Russia and Ukraine, with a
new deal on how to repay the
former Soviet Union's foreign
debt, reports Reuter.

But on the commonwealth's
troubled southern rim hopes of
a return to in Nagorno-
Karabakh -:r:u :hnu.:rﬂ on
Friday, less than 24 hours after
a ceasefire took effect, when
Armenia and Azerbaljan re-
ported new clashes in the east
of the mountainous enclave.

In the Karabakh capital,
Stepanakert, Reuter corre-
spondent Paul Holmes re-
ported-a halt in the missile at-

tacks which had battered the
city on Thursday.

Elsewhere in the enclave,
cach side accused the other of
violating the cecasefire. Each
blamed the former Soviet
army, which {s pulling out of
the region, for helping the
other.

Commonwealth Prime
Ministers meeting in Moscow
agreed an economic pro-
gramme, including an accord
to take joint responsibility for
the Soviet debt of 60 to 70 bil-
llon dollar,

The deal cleared the way
for new western credits after
months of deadlock caused
partly by Ukraine's insistence
it would pay its own 16.37 per
cent share of the debt sepa-

. including

rately.

"We managed to resolve
many questions which we have
fatled to resolve for months. |
think it is the start of a move-
ment towards common sense,”
Russian first deputy Prime
Minister Yegor Gaidar told re-
porters,

Russia and Ukraine are still
at odds on key military {ssues,
division of the Black
Sea Fleet and Ukraine's sus-
pension of Thursday of :hlp
ments of nuclear weapons to
its glant northern neighbour.

Top Ukrainian officials
stressed that President Leonid
Kravchuk's announcement, in
which he said Russia had nei-
ther the capacity nor the sta-
bility to destroy redundant

‘wecapons

weapons, reinforced the re-
public's determination to be-
come non-nuclear.

"Mighty nuclear forces are
based in Ukraine,” mment
spokesman Vladimir Shlyap-
oshnikov said. "If we remove
them beyond our frontiers and
something happens to them,
we don't want to bear
responsibility for this.”

But a top Russian officer,
Lieutenant-General Scrgel
Zelentsov, said Ukraine's move
violated international accords
and he denounced Kravchuk's
proposal to dismantle the
inside Ukraine,
Commonwealth television re-
ported.

Appeals from other Comm-
onwgalth states and abroad,

including a ceasefire call by US
Frcnident George Bush on
Thursday, have fafled to halt a
savage upsurge In fighting
between Commonwealth mem-
bers Armenia and Azerbaijan.
Azerbaijan’'s national secu-
rity ministry, quoted by Turan
news agency, sald Armenian
gunmen had killed 50 people

in Agderi district, east of
Stepanakert.
Itar-Tass news agency, re-

porting from the Armenian
capital Yerevan, said that
Armenian rillas neutralised
Azeri attacks on three villages
in the region.

In a fresh sign of the tough
times of the news common-
wealth, the former communist
party Dafly Pravda announced

it was sus ing publication

for lack of funds.

And Russian President Boris
Yeltsin faced a new rebellion
from separatist territories iIn-
side his own sprawling coun-
try.

The two most indepen-
dence-minded of 168 au-
tonomous republics within the
Russian federation — Tatarstan
and Checheno-Ingushetia —
refused to inflial a federation
treaty binding them to
Moscow.

The Russian constitutional
court ruled fllegal a planned
referendum on inde nce
in Tatarstan, a Turkic-language
speaking Industrial territory
more than twice the size of
Belgium.

—AFP/UNB photo

| Talks with Iraqi

experts on UN"

demands conclude

NEW YORK, United Nations,
Mar 14: The special UN
commission responsible for
overseeing the destruction of
Iraq's weapons of mass de-
struction Friday concluded
talks with Iragl experts on UN
demand, the UN group’s
‘spokesman said, reporis AFP.

"We haven't received any
precise indication from the
Iraq! side on how they wish to
go on the destruction of ballls-
tic missfles,” UN commission
spokesman Tim Trevan said
after talks Friday with the Iraqgi
delegation, led by Ba ‘s
Deputy Minister for Military
industry General Amir Al-.

| Obeadt.



