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Smoke pollution arises
mainly from two sources—mo-
tor vehicles and Industries.
The pollution caused by motor
vehicles by their black smoke
emissions is of greater con-
cern for us at the moment.
With the steady growth of me-
tor traflic en the roads in the
city, the threat from pollution
keeps on increasing al an
alarming rate.

According to ble
sources, most of the vehicles
plying in the coun are
thre public
emitting black smoke beyond
allowable limit. Though the
owners of mechanised trans-
ports know it well that such
excessive black exhaust |Is
harmful to health, they do not
generally take corrective steps

in this regard.
in a recent survey with a
vehicular exhaust instru-

ment, it has been found that
14 per cent buses, 10 per cent
trucks, 20 per cent tempos
and 7 per cent jeeps of
Metropolitan Dhaka run pollu-
tion free. This reveals a sad
fact that most of the vehicles
plying on busy Dhaka streets
are polluting the capital's air
at random.

A further survey conducted

with Asian Development
Bank's help of 900 vehicles is
unders to have shown

that about B8 per cent buses,
90 per cent trucks, BO per
cent tempos, 93 per cent
jeeps and B2 per cent micro-
buses emit poisonous exhaust.
The smoke of various vehicles
cause serious diseases includ-
ing heart and respiratory prob-
lems. The children are the
worst sufferers.

To create public awareness
of the dangers from the harm-
lul exhausts the Department
of Environment, observe from
time to tme °‘Environment

By A S M Nurunnabi

Week' during which anti-ex-
haust fumes propaganda is
made and seminars and dis-
cussion mee are held at
which the adverse effects of
black exhausts are high-
lighted.

But it appears that, in spite
ol observance of environment
weeks, pollution of environ-
ment from this source has not
abated. Rather an increasing
trend is noticeable.

The sources in the
Department of Environment
said that they can not take di-
rect action st the owners
of delinquent wehicles. The
Department has to seck help
from the police administration
and for this a number of for-
malities need be :

The Police take action
against the defaulting vehicles
under the Motor Vehicles Act,
and start a case which later
goes to a Magistrate's court for
decision. The penal provision
of the law is not stringent
enough in as much as the
maximum penalty that can be
im on the owner of a
faulty vehicle is only Tk 200.
However, within the limitation
of the present law, an ad-hoc
arrangement has been cur-
rently adopted under which
representatives of the Police,
the Road Transport Authority
and the Department of
Environment out checks
once every week on vehicles
on roads in arcas.

It is felt that the existing
provisions of law do not act as
an adequate deterrent.
Moreover, there are certain
points which are not covered
by the law. For example, there
is no definition of offending
black smoke, Also no equip-
ment or laboratory is available
for collection and examination
of black smoke. Observers be-
lieve that the law should be

World Cup
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the semis.

New Zealand, with 12
points [rom six matches, and
England with 11 from six, both
are certain of playing in the
semis.

South Alfrica and the West
Indies both have eight points
from seven matches and can
clinch semifinal berths with
wins in their final matches.

Pakistan, which have five
points from six matches, and
defending champion Australia,
with four points from six
ﬂ.mcu. both have only faint

pes of su

South Africa play Pakistan
in their final first round match
in Adelaide on Sunday, while
the West Indies play Australia
in Melbourne next, Wednesday.
[Details on Page 10)

Non MPs
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uphold the privilege notice
when the parliament goes into
session around mid-April.

BNP sources say, the matter
has already been discussed at
the policy planning level. The
party leaders, sources say, are
- working out a formula by
which people falling under the
category of 'experts or tech-
nocrats’ could be appointed to
serve the government.

Under the new arrange-
ment, according to sources,
individuals will be appointed as
advisors to the Prime Minister.
Their status will be above the
secretaries but below that of a
minister.

To compensate for the sta:
tus, the advisors will be enti-
tled o enhanoced honorarfum
and other perks.

Sources close to the Prime
Minister the problem has
already ed the appoint-
ments to the posts of political
secrelaries to the Prime
Minister and simflar positions.
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However, on the question of
food aid, the government has
expressed some reservations.

The EC plans to reduce its
food support in the public food
distribution system (PFDS) for

h. The support in the
PFDS is highly monitized. The
food supply on this account is
sold in the open market and
used for different projects.

EC in its strategy plans to
reduce food support on this
account and wants to divert
the support to multi-year pro-
grammes which will be less
monitized and more target
orfented, sources said. The
money proceeds from the
monitised food support will .
have to be spent on the spe-
cific projects for which the
support is intended.

However, government will
request the EC to continue its
food support for PDFS saying
that decrease in the amount
will hamper food security for
Bangladesh., Government will
also ask the EC to increase its
overall food support towards
Bangladesh.

In the new EC stratéegy,
there will be better co-ordina-
tion between, the government
and the NGOs, sources said.

The EC will also assist
Bangladesh in land accretion
through crossdam construc-
tion in the coastal area. It will
also assist in the soil and

4 hurt in clash

at Tejgaon

By Staff Correspondent

At least four people were
injured as a group of people
Friday night attacked on a
slum area near the Central

Press stall quarter at T n
in the city. e

EC assistance
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Smoke beyond allowable limit . 4

suitably amended to provide,
among other things, for strin
gent measures and also for
oint responsibility eof the

ment of Environment
with the Police administra
tion. The Road Transporl
Authority should be more
punctilious, while giving M-
ness certificate to a vehicle, in
ensuring that its exhaust sys-
tem is in order.

According to the authorities
in the Department of
Environment, vehicle owners
can stop emission of exhaust
fumes by incurring a small ex-

nditure. The problem can,

, be tackled in a more
effective way and with a little
more cost i the vehicles could
be fitted with Catalytic con-
vertor, a mechanism for ensur-
ing clean fumes. To adopt this
system, it is necessary to en-
sure casy availability of that
mechanism, either by import
or by local manufacture.

The problem of smoke pol-
lution from the source of in-
dustries has not reached an
alarming state in general ex
cept in some isolated pockets,
as opined by a knowledgeable
source.

The prime need of the hour
is a genuine desire of the
owners of vehicles to extend

their co-operation in the bet-
terment of environment and in
preservation of public health.
It is futile to think that mere
observance of environment
weeks or adoption of ar-
rangements for periodic
checks will automatically pre-
serve our environment. What
is needed is that everyone of
us, as well as vehicle owners,
should be altve to the gravity of
the situation and should be
helpful and co-operative in
ensuring a better environment
for the present and for the fu-
ture.

ground water salinity reduc-
tion programmes.

The rising salinity problem
has .threatened the southern
region of the country.

As part of its strategy to
strengthen the social sector,
the EC will also support in ac-
tivating rural markets and ru-
ral roads. These scheme will
come¢ under the programmes
to eradicate poverty.

Montu
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while talking to The Daily Star
last night said that they would
talk to the leaders of all the
seven district committees of
AJL of the greater Dhaka dis-
trict before staging such a big
demonstration.

Earlier, a three-member
delegation of the Montu-led
faction of the Dhaka distrct
unit of AL met the party chiel
Shetkh Hasina on Thursday
and reportedly urged her to
forgive Montu and withdraw
the charge against him. lasina,
according to sources, assured
the team of conveying the re-

uest to the ALWC to consider
appeal.

An influential ALWC mem-
ber informed The Daily Star
last night that Montu must
embrace punishment, what-
ever may be the degree of the
punishment, for the arrogance
he showed against the ALWC
decision.

The ALWC member also said
that AJL had postponed the
public meeting in front of the
Press Club at the advice of
some of the ALWC members
sympathetic to Montu.

The Awami League, how-
ever, according to sources, will
take [Inal decision on Montu
issue only after he gives a reply
to the letter {ssued to him last
week by, the party high com-
manc.

' : '
Ganotantrik Chhatra Oikya brought out a procession

"M.-

Raju (inset) on DU campus Friday.

DU : One more killed
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tivists of BCL (S-A) and JCD
were locked in an exchange of
fire near the TSC. JCD activists
took position behind the
Dhaka University Snacks
(DUS) while the BCL workers
were in front of DUS and near
the Shamsunnahar Hall. Both
the rival groups fired over
hundred rounds of shots. A
contingent of police stationed
nearby tried to intervene. in
the battle and lobbed several
rounds of tear gas cannisters.
The whole area was enveloped

gas and filled with screams
of the scared students, male
and lemale,

The GCO, a platform of
eight left-leaning student or-
ganisations, brought oul a pro-
cession, as the gunbattle came
to a lull, to protest violence
and police role during the in-
cidence.

The BCL workers who
pulled back near the Jagannath
Hall also brought out a separate
procession in the same area.
When the two processions
went near the Rokeya Hall, a
single shot was heard, wit-
nesses said adding that ‘a sec-
ond round of battle began with
it

The processions were dis-
persed after JCD activists,
along with some recently-ex-

pelled BCL activists who Look
posilion ncar the Modern

CU: Peace

From Page | Col 8

The inlterim 'government
formed an ingquiry-committee
to' look into the matter. The
inquiry, among other findings,
held the former Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof Alamgir Sirajuddin
responsible. Subsequently, Prof
Sirajuddin was removed by the
Chancellor and Prof R 1
Chowdhury was appointed VC
on December 30 last.

The agreement stipulates
that, once the university re-
opens, the students will not
hold rallics and chant slogans
on the corridor. They will or-
ganise meeting in the Shahid
Minar only after prior per-
mission is taken.

Besides, the residential
students ‘will vacate the halls
on March 15 and will be al-
lowed re-entry after proper
identification. The system of
roll-calls for the students of
halls will be reintroduced.

Languages Institute, opencd
fire on the procession.

The marchers broke up and
ran for safety while the body ol
Raju laid in a pool of blood. It
was about 6-15 pm.

When the battle quclled
some of the comrades rushed
mortally injured Raju to the
DMCH where doctors declared
him dead after dogged at-
tempts to save his life.

Dhaka University Vice
Chancellor Prof M Maniru-
zzaman Miah, the DU Proctor,
the Provost of the Shahidullah
Hall and Chairman ol the Soil
Sclence Department went (o
the hospital, where a heart
rendering scene took place.
Thousands ol mourning
students to the untversity also
visited Raju where relatives,
calss mates and [riends
bewaited.

Speaking at a hurriedly-
called press conference at the
Jattya Press Club the GCO
leaders condemined the inci-
dent and held the workers of
J‘ED responsible for the killing
o] h

ey termed the killing
"pre-planned and conspira-
tory” and said it had been done
by the Government to divert
the ongoing movement for the
public trial of Golam Azam on
March 26 at the Suhrawardi
Uddyan in the capital.

BCU President
Nasiruddozza, other GCO lead-
ers Belal Chowdhury and
Razckuzzaman Ratan, spoke at
the press conference.

The GCO leaders alleged
that the student wings of both
the Awami League and BNP
were engaged in destabilising
the harmony on the campus.
They also condemned the
"mysterious silence” of the po-
lice during the incident.

Earlter, the GCO aclivists
brought out a procession from
the DMCH and rallfed in front
of the Press Club.

Several vehicles were dam-
aged by the protesters. |

Angry students set ablaze a
microbus near Chankharpool at
about 8-33 pm.

The body of Raju was taken
to his Shyamoli residence last
night.

His namaj-e-janaza will be
held at the University Central
Mosque and a mourning pro-
cesston on the campus will fol-
low,

BCL (8-A) organised a painting competition for children at
the Fine Arts Institute on the occasion of 72nd birthday of
} Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Friday.— Star photo

protesting the killing of Moin Hossain

— Star photo

_Death of baby
The child’s death

‘was ‘natural’,
says DCC

The Dhaka City Corporation
authorities said Friday it was
unfortunate that a section of
the press tried to pass off the
natural death of a child as an
unnatural one, reports BSS.

Describing the report of
the death of a child in a sec-
tion of the press yesierday as
misleading the Dhaka City
Corporation authorities said in
a press release that the death
wag attributed to cold by the
father of the child in the
record book of the graveyard.
It was unfortunate that a natu-
ral death was tried (o be

| passed ofl as an unnatural one

' the corporation tmrlor::t
t

with an ulterfor motive, it
added.

Relerring to the strike of
for
implementation o pay
scale, ‘91, the press relcase
said they (employees] went on
sirike illegally. It described

' how the leaders of the corpo-

ration employees hroke ofl ne-

| gotiations abruptly and siayed

away from the dialogue with

' the corporation authoritics for

resolving the problems.
Instead of resolving their
problems through negotia-
tions, some employees re-
sisted steps taken by the cor-
poration (o remove garbage
from the city streets during
the holy month of Ramzan for
the convenience
dwellers, it said.

The press release further
pointed out that implementa-
tion of the pay scale, '9] was
not within the jurisdiction of
the city corporation authori-
tes.

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP] authorities said
Friday the news item pub-
lished in a section of the press
yesterday, stating that a seven-
day-old child died of suffoca-
tion after police lobbed tear-
gas shells was not based on
fact, a DMP press release said.

After proper investigation,
it was revealed that the infant
died of illness as it was men-
tioned in the register of the
Azimpur Graveyard by Lhe [a-
ther of the de¢eased, the press
release said.

Therefore, the press re-
lcase said, there was no scope
for confusion regarding the
cause of death of the child.

DCC employees
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.dmrraunad-hnebaﬁinm[acc

the crisis arising out of the
sirike.

The officials said that the
rest 5,000 permanent workers
will be served show cause no-
tices shortly and other legal
actions including termination
will also be taken against them.

The source said that a small
number of cleaners would be
recruited now as the authori-

ties is planning to hand over
conservancy services to the
private sector.

Quotations may be invited
from private companies in
this regard within a day or
two, the source pdded.

The corporation currently
spcnds Taka one crore per
month for conservancy ser-
vices but the expenditure may
be reduced to half i it is
handed over to the private sec-
tor, the oflicials said.

The authorities, however,
have made alternative ar-
rangements to run emergency
scrvices though it was not sul-
ficient, the source admitted.

The offictal said Friday that
additional measures would
be taken to step up cleaning
operations from Saturday.

On the other hand, the
Poura Karmachari Federation
in a press release Friday said
that the employces would con-
tinue their strike until their

| demand was met.

of the city.
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WASHINGTON, Mar 13 : The US Scnate Forvign

Commitiee has

approved
ambassador Myanmar, but will jssue a report
Myanmar government before he's confirmed
pected in several days, is lMkely to reflect congressional
State Department concern that the appointment not
viewed as endersement of Myanmar t. which
officials have been pushing to stcp
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bassador now would send the wrong

Politics remains a
'no-woman's land’

GENEVA, Mar 13 : Women remain underrepresented in

world

politics, and two governments — Bahrain and Kuwait —

still deny them the vote, according to an international par-

llamentary group. Inter-

Union, an umbrelia

group of 96 national parMaments, said only four countries —
Bangladesh, Dominica, France and Norway — have &
mernts led by women. Nine have female heads of state.

"Although substantial p

has been made in the years

since World War Il, politics by and large remain a 'no-
woman's land’ almost everywhere,” a summary of study said,

reports AP,

WB links aid
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Covernment department re-

sponsible for external ald mo-
bilisation.

In recent discussions with
the Government, according to
A hlzhhr thcﬂl source, the
World Bank has indicaled that
Bangladesh's need for aid s
not suffictent justification for
the WH and other donors to
continue giving aid at
"historically recorded levels”.

The dralt report observes:
"It s essential that the
Government demonsirale (s
ability to absorb project aid
more efliciently bczvrt]t: case
can be made for higher levels
of donor commitments.”

Officials say with the politi-
cal charges in the former
Soviet Unton and the Eastern
Europe, Bangladesh has come
to face a "swan or sink situa-
tion".

Officials say WB has indi-
cated that its recommendation
on the level of ald that
Bangladesh should get in the
forth coming Ald Club meeting
will depend on what steps the
Government takes to install a
competitive atmosphere, The
steps include: (1) reduction in
the tarill rates to a maximum
of 75 per cent from the cur-
rent maximum of 100 per
cent; (2) elimination of quota
restrictions; (3] further de-
preciation of taka and (4)
political commiiment to the

improvement in i{ndustrial
relations.
According to a seminar ERD

official, the emphases fs now
on turning around the style of
economic management to a
‘market-friendly’ approach.The
market-friendly approach, a
new term coined by the WB in

recent years, requires that
Bangladesh leaves
excepl building of infrastrue-
ture like roads, schools, hospt-
tals, communication, bridges
etc. to the privet sector.
However, says the offictal,
the private sector may not be
given any protection in the

form of tartfl or quota. They
would be required o compete

in the international market.

The report conterids that
low productivity of workers in
Bangladesh Is a major con-
straint o competitivencss In
the international fleld. *...
labour costs in Bangladesh the
report says, at the end of the
cighties were ... higher than
labour costs in Sri Lanka,
whose per capita GDP is some
2.5 times higher than that of
Bangladesh”.

"... Industrial relations are
dominated by highly politi-
cised labour unfons; antag-
onistic labour-management-
government relations consti-
tute the most serious threat to
langladesh labour market
compctitiveness’, the report
observes.

The report observers that
the contribution from the
gross domestic product to in-
vestment has shown substan-
tally decline over the past ten
years.

According to the report,
the ratio of gross domestic in-
vestment (GDI) to GDP from
50.9% in 1980-8]1 came down
to 11.6% In 1990-91 means
that the economy has reached
a point, This means that the
c:nnungthn reached a
where re is no net tion
to capital. This, the ar-
gues, is a serious threat to the

future growth of Bangladesh.

PM
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that there were some deaths
due to malnutrition f{rom
which they had been suflering
before coming to Bangladesh.
He said there was a need for
sinking a number of tube wells
in the camp areas for ensuring
safe drinking water for the
reflugees. The Divisional
Commissioner said 24,000
bundles of C 1 sheets were
nceded for construction of
morc camps.

The Prime Minister went to
different camps and talked to
the inmates. She also went to
the medical centre located at
the camp.

On her way back to Dhaka,
Begum Khaleda Zia visited the
Rabita Hospital at Maricha un-
der Ramu upazila.

The Prime Minister was ac-
companied by State Minister
for Reliefl Lutfar Rahman Khan,
Red Crescent Chairman Syed
Shahidul Huq Jamal MP, and

! Farida Hasan MP.-

Asylum bill won't
be okayed in
UK before polls

LONDON, Mar 13: The con-
troversial asylum bill, aimed at
stopping the entry into Britain
of "bogus” refugees, will not
become law ahead of the gen-
eral election in April, ob-
servers saild here Friday,
reports AFP.

The government bill, op-
posed by church leaders and
opposition party politicians,
faced debate over a series of
wrecking amendments pro-
posed in the House of Lords
and will not be able to pass

into law before t dis-
solves on Monday
Opponents of the bill

claimed it would mean genuine
political refugees would be
turned back m entry into

Britain despite conservative
claims that true refugee rights

Notice for Plot Allotment
(2nd Phase) in Syhampur-
Kadamtali Industrial Area

It is hereby notified for general information

that the time for submission of ap
allotment of industrial plot( 2n
Shyampur-Kadamtali

extended up to 30-4-92.

lication for
phase) in

Industrial Area is

It may be noted that other terms & conditions
of the original notice will remain unchanged .
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