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ANC mdamn political violence :

The Alrican ss ANC Friday strongly
condemned the latest violence in South Africa In
MHMI.MCMHHInMPtﬂﬂiMun.
reports Xinhua from Harare,

In a statement fssued in Johannesburg

. the ANC warned

that anger at this disregard for black lives was reaching boil-

ANC statement noted that the dead fell into jwo cate-
gories-those killed at random and those from various political
organizationy, who were specifically targeted for assassina-

ing

"The random attacks are intended to create fear and inse-

in everyone,” sald the statement.
ANC noted that the death toll mounted at moments of

as now with the run-up period to

s:tﬂnmh l'l'm.l::ﬂ\dum
11 killed in Swedish tram mishap:

At least cleven people were killed and about 20 ulhcrl
when a runway tram careered down a hill in the

injured

Swedish port eity of
and
Stockholm.

on Thursday, smashing cars

oughing iInto bystanders, reports Reuter from

offictals said they

had no immediate explanation

Transport
for the accident, in which the tram trundled out ol control,
pﬁ:huduplﬁe:lduwnhﬂlﬂtnplhﬂtdinmlquemu[ peo-
momning rush-hour in Sweden's second city.
spokeaman Sixten Lindman told Reuters eleven
hnddhduﬂ.huutiﬂnthcr“rt injured, two or

three of them sertou
Four of those

two-carriage tram.

., in the country's worsl tram accident.
were in a car hit and set ablaze by the

The others were waiting at a tram stop when the Maverick
tram hurtled across the square towards them.

M

new chief of Frontline states:

President Robert Mugabe was Thursday
unanimously elected chairman of the Frontline States

Grouping, according
Agency (ZIANA), reports

summit
capital of Lu

to the Zimbabwe Inter-Africa News
Xinhua from Harare,
President Mugabe, who is now chairing
of the seven frontline states in the Zambian

takes over the post which fell vacant in

this years first

October last when the then Chairman Kenneth Kaunda,
hﬂﬂ Presidency to Fredrick Chiluba. The seven
frontline states are Angola, Botswana, Mozambique, Namibia,
Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.,
The one day Lusaka summit meeting is expected to review

the latest

developments in South Africa, the March
17 whites-only referendum in particular, the

peace process

in Mozambique and Angola as well as the current drought rav-
aging the whole southern African region.

N Korean ship

: ship
missiles that eluded a US Navy

leaves Iranian port:

sus

of carrying Sr.-ud G
search has left the Iranian

port of Bandar Abbas, the Pentagon spokesman said on

Thursday, reports AP from W
ars to have off-loaded’ its
, spokesman Pet Willlams told reporters.

it a
Wed

cargo and left on

Willilams said it still isn't known for certain whether the
freighter, the Dae Hong Ho, had carrted medium-range mis-

siles.

Asked il the administration could detect whether an at-

tem

was made to conceal the cargo as it was being deliv-

. Willlams declined to answer,

Turl:i Planes bomb Kurdish bases:

on Thursday
thlimunthun

ﬂ‘lllahlmuledby

carried out their fourth attack
rebel Turkish Kurds in

murmg Iraq, a military official saild, reports AP from

The

lanes bombed a Kurdish Labour Party

camp near

H in northern Iraq, 10 kilometers (six miles] from the
Turkish border, said the official, who spoke on condition of

anonymity.
Turkish

also attacked Hakhurk on March 1.

The government says that the rebels use northern Iraqgi
bases to stage hit-and-run attacks into Turkey.

International aid workers and Iragi Kurdish leaders have
said that in the recent raids, Turkish planes have hit some
Iragl civillan settlements, killing lragi Kurds. Turkey has de-

nied doing so.

Libya denies arming
Polisario guerillas

CAIRO, Mar 13: A Libyan
foreign ministry source yes-
terday denied guerillas
of the Polisario Liberation
Front in Western Sahara in its
fight against Moroccan troops,
the Egyptian Middle East

News (ME said in a
dispatch from Tripol, reports
Xinhua,

The source made the point
to refute a report published by
a British newspaper recently
alleging that Libya has financed
a fresh arms package to the
Polisario front which was

Describing the report as

. he said this was a
king of cheap fabrication to
sow dissension among Arab
ranks.

Morocco annexed most of
Western Sahara after Spain
gave up its colony on the North
West Alrican coast in 19786,
saying the region had been
Morocco's territory from time
immemorial.

Polisario seeks indepen-
dence in the region, and
fighting has continued since
then, resulting in the killing of
thousands of people.

The United Nations tried
to mediate and according to an
original timetable a referen-

8,000 Nepali
troops to join
UN forces

KATHMANDU, Mar 13 :
Nepal will send 8000 troops to

frln a UN-sponsored peace-
eping

contingent in
Yugoslavia next month, a
De Ministry official said
today, reports Reuter.
He said 16 royal Nepali
army officers l:flinrY
on Thurlda!r to prepare for
their arrival.

He said the soldiers will
leave in baiches, the last being
expected to reach Yugoslavia
by the end of

Nepali soldiers are cur-
rently serving in UN forces in
Lebanon, Kuwait and

Alghanistan.

dum would be held in West
Sahara in January to decide
whether it would become an
independence state or a
province of Morocco.

In December, however,
former UN Secretary-General
Javier Perez De Cucllar re-
ported no prospect for the
referendum soon due to dis-
putes between Morocco and
Polisario over voter eligibility.

Disputes over voting criteria
are the main problem, with
Morocco claiming that many
thousands of pro-Moroccan
settlers should be allowed to
register, and Polisario saying
they are Moroccans not
Saharans,

Both Morocco and Polisario
accepted a 1974 Spanish_cen-
sus as a basis for the ¢ ral
rolls, when 74,000 eligible
voters were counted.

Major refuses to
take part in
debate with
opposition

LONDON, Mar 13: Dritain’s

Conservative Prime Minister

John Major on Thursday re-

fused to take in a three-

way televised debate with op-
position leaders, one day after

calling a general election here
for April 9, reports AFP.

Handling his final Prime
Minister's question time (n
parliament before the clection
Major told Labour's Ken
Livingstone, “every party
politiclan who expects to lose
tries that trick and. every
pulluchn who expects to win
says no."

Labour Party leader Nell
Kinnock said Major had given a
"pathetic excuse” for not tak-
Ll;ipnrt in the television de-

He and Liberal Démocratic
leader Paddy Ashdown had
"nothing to fear from British

ple — let's have a debate,
et's fix the date, let's get on
with it°, he urged.

KUALA LUMPUR, Mar 13:
Malaysia's parllamentary oppo-
sition leader today urged the
government to support global
economic sanctions against
Myanmar if it continued to
abuse fts Rohingya Muslim
minority. reports AFP,

As pressure grew on
Myanmar over the exodus of

the Rohingyas into neighbour-

ing Bangladesh, Lim Kit Siang,
Secretary -General of the eth-

nic Chinese-based Democratic
Action Party (DAP), said
Malaysta should publicly de
clare its preparedness to sup-
port sanctions against Y

"It s a great shame If the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations [(ASEAN), whose
members are Myanmar's clos-

cs! neighbours, is unprepared
to take diplomalic inftiatives to

help end Iht su and
ordeal of the Rohingya
Muslims,” Lim said in a state-
ment.

Lim said Malaysia must be
in the forefront of diplomatic
initiatives in ASEAN Lo get the
Myanmar military junta Lo re-
spect the human rights, dig
nity and lives of the Muslim
minority who had been

Myanmar nationals for cen-

turies.

"Malaysia should proposc
the convening of an emer
gency ASEAN foreign minis-
ters’ conference o discuss and
work out a united inlernational

strategy on Lhe issue,” Lim

Internationala
Malaysian opposition for
sanctions against Myanmar

stressed

The Unll.nd Nations esti-
mates that up to 150,000
Rohingyas have [led inte
southeastern Bangladesh in re-
cent months, claiming atroct-

ties by Yangon's military.
Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad on

Salurday took the lead by ex-
pressing his government's
stand against any persecution
of the Rohingyas.

Indonesia, the world's most
populous Muslim nation,
Thursday joined Malaysia,
Singapore and Thalland in ap-
pealing to Myanmar to resolve
the problem, Ilcaving only
Brurnei and the Philippines in

ASEAN who have yet to make

puhnlit. lhrlr -t-nd on the issue,

WASHINGTDN Jordan's King Hussein (L) meets in the Oval Office of I.he W'hlu.- Hﬂrl.llt with
President Bush on Thursday. President Bush welcomed King Hussein, saying he is "looking
to the future” following tense relations with Jordan over the question of Ir

Hussein "my friend.”

calling
— AFP{’E%QB phntn

in Malaysia, the powerful
youth wing of the ruling party
late Wednesday said ft would
prod the government to con-
vince the United Nations lo
economic sanctions on
anmar if Yangon continued
ged atrocities against the

Rohingyas.

“We should seek o impose
UN sanctions on Yangon if it
continues o intentionally delay
resolving the plight of the
Rohingyas,” Nazri Aziz,
Chairman of the international
bureau of the United Malays
National Organisation (UMNO)
wing, said.

: headed by
Mahathir, represents Malay-
sia’s Malay Muslim majority.

Myanmar junta
dissolves 9

more parties

YANGON, Mar | 3: Myanmar
military government has dis-
solved nine more political par-
ties, the state-owned Working
People’'s Dally reported
Thursday. reports AP.

The partics were deregis-
lered Wednesday by the State
lLaw and Order Restoration
Council "for lack of party
membership and branch of-
fices, and also for fatlure to
strictly observe rules and re
lations by the party ﬂﬂ]filfu
the newspaper said.

Two other parties were dis-
solved a week' ago.

Among the 20 parties still
legally registered are the
National League for
Democracy, co-founded by de-
tained Nobel Prace Prize win-
ner Aung San Suu Kyl, and the
National Unity Party, known as
the Burma Socialist Program
Party when Myanmar was a
onc-party stale under former

| Prime Minister Ne Win.

NPT dlscrumnatory, says Rao

PORT LOUIS, Mar 13 :
Prime Minister, P V Ha.m:imhn
Rao, yesterday said India did
not propose to sign the nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) as it was
'discriminatory,’ reports PTI.

'Our position on the NPT is
well known. It is discrimina-
tory, we have not signed it
And we do not proposc U6 sign
il.," Rao said speaking at a press
conference here.

- Toa ry on the economic
reforms initiated by his gov-
ernment, Rao said he was
‘quite satisfied’ about their
outcome as the overall eco-
nomic situation had vastly im-

» proved. The country needed to

do lot more to intergrate its
economy with the world econ-
omy, he said.

Stating that there was no al-
ternative before his govern-
ment but to initiate the re-
forms, he said this was because
'disaster stared at our [lace
when we assumed office.’

Since the reforms were un-
dertaken, the internatfonal
confidence in India's eco-
nomics situation has improved
he said.

He said the liberalisation of
Indian economy was going on
for the last 40 years from ume
to time. "It started in Indira
Gandhi's time, carried forward
by Rajiv Gandhi and this time

it is in large extent in the
same direction.”

He said the reforms had led
to considerable improvement
of the financial sttuation and
alsc in the balance of payments
position.

The foreign investment,
which had been scanty, was
now becoming awailable more
and more and he was ‘quite
satisfied that this trend will
continue’, he said.

When asked whether he
favoured the idea of formation
of a national government in
view of his government being a
minority. onc, the FPrime
Minister said he saw no need
for a nntiuna.l guvrrnm-:nt as

Jam Sadiq's death heralds

change in Benazir's fortune

ISLAMABAD, Mar 13
Pakistan opposition Icader
Benazir Bhutto appears to be
making political gains since
the recent death of her feder-

ally-backed arch for Jam Sadiq
Ali who had beseiged her party
in Sindh, AFP reports.

The reliefl in her home
province has come at a time
when Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif is already wrestling with
dissent in his coalition, the
Islamic Democratic Alliance
(IJI), analysts said.

Simmering differences with
fundamentalist Jamaat-e-I1slami
(JI), an importapt component
of WI, reached a peak this
week with JI chief, Qazi
Hussain Ahmed, calling for a
"burial” of the alliance.

Ahmed has been a vocal
critic of Sharif's government
on most issues including
Afghanistan, Kashmir, the US-
opposed nuclear programme
and the slow pace of
Islamization in Pakistan.

The pressures increased as
another influential ally, former
caretaker prime minister

Ghulam Mustala Jatoi, made a
dramatic rapprochement with
Bhutto as politics took a new

turn in the southern region.
Sindh Chiel Minister Ali

party in her home province.
Bhutto and Jatol joined
hands in Sindh linking up
their respective Peoples
Democratic Alllance (PDA) and

died on March 6 after a long

fliness. He had enforced 18
months of strong-arm rule
during which Bhutto, ousted
[rom power in 1990, alleged
large-scale victimization of her

National Peoples Party (NPP)
in an apparent bid for power in
the province with an eye on

ssibilities at the national
L.

4 15,891

the approach of consensus was
working well.

Rao, who is here as the
chief guest at the Republic Day
celebrations where Mauritius
turned a republic, has invited
the Prime Minister of the is-
land state, Anerood Jugnath, o

visit India

Rao said Jugnath has ac-
cepted the invitation, but the
dates of the visit have to be fi-

nalised.

The Prime Minister visu-
alised greater cooperation be-
tween the two countries in the
near future. He said India sup-
ported Mauritius stand on

Diego Garcia.

Dowry death toll
- surpasses Sikh
killings in India

NEW DELHI, Mar 13: lllegal
demands for dowry in India
have claimed more lives 11 the
past four years than }1 Sikh
scparatist revolt in Punj. . 1.
ports Reuter.

Figures released in parlia-

ment on Wednesday showed
young brides were
killed or committed suicide
between 1988 and 1991 be-
cause their in-laws accused
them of not bringing in enough
dowry in cash, jewellery and
consumer goods.

Police repcrts show about
14,500 people were killed in
the same period in India's
most violent political insur-
gency in the Punjab where
Stkh militants are battling for a
scparate homeland to be called
Khalistan, land of the pure.

Dowry demands were out-
lawed in India in 1961.

A tiny, but probably growing
minority, of better-educated
urban Indfans are now bucking
the system.

Newspaper [eatures suggest
more couples are marrying for
love, and more brides are
braving the stigma of divorce.

The Buily Stur 5

Off the Record

WASHINGTON: President Geor
letters in the mafl evegy week,

Skinner said on
Skinner said h’. loo. |
te a bit of mafl from |
Americans who often have
advice for the White House
"l-mlmpn'undbrlht'
depth of the in.hnllun-n _
that is th the
quality of the ld in
most cases, l]th:md)m
advice is, "Why don't you
quit’ or, ]rourtnulcﬁ:lln‘l
very good job,” or “"Why in
thmﬂﬂlﬂpﬁtkm‘?
Skinner sald most
letters have constructive
comments on “what's going
on in this country and what
we need to do ai this very

., Reuter reports.

— - —— —

crucial time” on the economy and other matters.

LOS ANGELES: Hollywood playboy Warren Beatty has mar-
ried his ‘Bugsy co-star Annette Bening., the mother of his 2-

month-old daughter, in a private ceremony, the couple’s pub-

licist said Thursday, AP says.

"1 can confirm they werc married not oo long ago, but no
further detafls will be forthcoming.” Nancy Seltzer sadd. "They

sound very happy.”

The couple didn't want the date of the wedding, the loca-
tion or any details revealed. “They want to keep it private”,

Scltzer said.

It's the first marrfage for the Oscar-nominated actor-di-
rector, who turns 55 on March 30, the day of the Academy
Awards presentations. 'Bugsy' got 10 nominations, including

best picture, to lead all contenders.

Bening. 33, married once before and divorced.

Bealty and Bening became romantically involved during
fiiming of the mob movie. Their child, Kathlyn Bening Beatty,
was bom in

January,
During his years as lollywood's premiere bachelor, Beatty
was linked romantically with Diane Keaton, Julie Christie,

Madonna and others.
praised

“That phrase, 'until death do us part.’ —
to stand up and nuk:lhhm:rl'pmmhe then

you're going

In last November's issue of Vanity Fair Tm Beatty
monogamy and discussed thl.- sancti

llﬂlf

you really ought to keep it.” Beatty said,

Needle causes chest pains

DENVER: A woman who went 1o an emer

room com-

plamning of chest pains required open-heart surgery when the

cause was discovered: a

Dr James J Bachman,
Centre,
in Thursday's New England

needle, AP

who works at Frilnu Medical
the case in a letter 0 the editor published
Journal ol Medicine.

The unidentified woman fell on the needie she was carry-

ing when she tripped

over her cal.

"My initial reaction was the same as hers: | couldn't believe
", Bachman said. 'lhlj;lmﬂgmhmmuldymm\lkmwﬂnu

mlmedhin

ﬁcmnmtmﬂ!huplulmthcheﬂpmn,

nauseca,

vomiling and sweating, symptoms of her immune system try-

ing to expel the object.

An X-ray revealed the needle

embedded 10 near her left

breast, lcaving a small mark the woman noticed but dis-

missed, Bachman said,
Medical
Bachman
because getting a gri
pumping action of the
sadd.

ure records 150 similar cases.
mmﬂedtnntn:t

the needle
pulling was impossible. "The

kmdul'll.u:hth-tnudhm.he

Fishermen doleful for dead
dolphins

JAKARTA: Sorrowing Indonesian fishermen have buried
400 dolphins they accidentally trapped off Java, the official

news
"We deeply

caitch dolphins, Antara

agency Antara said Friday, Reuter reports
regret it. It's taboo for fishermen to kill or
one fisherman as saying.

Indonesian fishermen believe dolphins help to push ashore

boats that run into trouble at sea.

The dolphins were buried on Banten beach in west Java
last week afltér the fishermen found them dead in their nets.

The animals were probably dragged by s

currents into

shallow waters where the nets had been laid, fishery officials

said.

China warns UN not to
become super state

BONN, Mar 13: China's
Foreign Minister Qian Quichen
has said Beijing will not con-
tribute soldiers to UN peace-
keeping forces and warned the
United Nations not to become
too powerful, according to a
German newspaper, reports
Reuter.

"The United Nations should
not behave like a super state,”
Qlan said in an interview
edition of the Handelsblatt

newspaper.

Qlan was quoted as telling
the newspaper China was will-
ing to sent civilians to take

‘rt in UN peace-keeping op-
erations, but ruled out the idea
of Chinese forces taking part
in UN operations in areas of

lareq Aziz fails to satisfy

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 13:
The Security Council on
Thursday demanded that Ir
comply immediately with G:ﬁ
War cease-fire resolutions, say-
ing it was not satisfied with
two days of promises from its
Deputy Prime Minister, Reuter
Sdys.

The first test may come as
early as next week when a UN
Inspection team may go to
Baghdad, to see if Irag will al-
low the destruction of equip-
ment to make Scud mluik:m

A brief statement read out
after two days of meetings to
hear explanations by Iraqi
Deputy Prime Minister T
Aziz sald: "In the view of the
Security Council, the govern-
ment of lraq has not yel
complied fully and uncondi-
tionally with thu-: obligations,

must do so and must immedi-
ately take appropriate actions
in this regard.

“It hopes that the goodwill
cxpn:aud by the Deputy Prime

Minister of Irag will be
matched deeds.”
Aziz, who sald he came to

New York on a "goodwill mis-
sion,” spent two days listening
to denunciations and then an-
swering questions by Council
member.

He saild all banned weapons
had been de:truycd and that
Iraq was to make a full
disclosure ntr all arms pro-
grammes and f[actilities covered
by council resolutions and to
enter into immediate technical
talks with UN officials.

But on one of the main
points of contention, he in-
sisted UN inspection teams

should destroy only equipment
used to produce forbidden
weapons, not materials that
could be used for civilian pur-
poses and to rebuild Iragi in-
dustry.

The latest confrontation
with UN inspectors over the
Scud missiles occurred two
weeks ago when Baghdad re-
fused to scrap equipment,
saying it had non-military uses.

Also high on the list for
destruction is a huge dormant
nuclear weapons production
complex Al-Atheer, which US

« Ambassador Thomas Pickcring

sald should be demolished.
Hans Blix, Directdr of the
International Atomic Energy
Commission in charge of UN
nuclear inspections in Iraq,
told reporters he intended “to
thke a decision very soon on

Security Council

where we stand on this.”

Asked il the thought any
parts of the complex muld be
used for civiian purposes, he
said, "the nal'l:tﬂi.np

Aziz came to the United
Nations with a large delegation
to answer charges that Iraq
was repeatedly trying to outwit
UN teams in charge of finding

and destroying its nuclear,
chemical, biolo and ballis-
tic weapons [acilities.
Rtu:tln tn Azi.t: state-
ments, "1 am
Eft with lh: ﬂ lnd nnhnu-

nate conclusion that ... we are
once again in a cat-and-mouse
game.”

"There is every willingness
to discuss at great length, but
no willingmu to accept the
need for compliance, much
less the need to begin the ac-

tions to comply.

Britain's Sir David Hannay
said the exc had shown
the problems of compliance
with UN resolution would
never be resolved by words,
only by deeds.

While Aziz had shown
"solemn willingness on one or
two points to indicate shift in
the position of his govern-
ment,” these would have to be
put to the test of action.

Responding to charges that
Iraq mistreated its Kurdish

and Shi'ite populations which
rose in revolt after the Gulf

Wnremtedlrurl . Aziz
said: “There's no blockade of
these (Kurdish) provinces. |
say there are precautionary
measures.”

world tension.

Qian's three-day visit to
Germany ended yesterday in a
wide-ranging interview, the
Minister also commented on
China's decision to sign the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty.

"But the treaty itself is not
aim. That's the destruction
and banning all nuclear

weapons,” Qlan was quoted as

Asked if China viewed itself
as becoming the second su-
perpower alter the United
States in the near future, Qian
said Beifing was ﬂ:m'h:g in this
direction.

But he said history showed
that any country that wanted

~ | to play such a role had to take

a greater responsibility in the
world, and t destroyed its

ecumnﬂc :trcngth

Ann Milosevic
demonstration

continues

BELGRADE, Mar
13 : Thousands :ﬁmw and
high-school pupils demanded
for a third day Thu that
Serbian President Si
Milosevic and his Socialist
government resign, reports
AP.

As dusk fell on Gelograde’s

main Teraztje square, 1,800 to
2.000 demonstrators milled

around at a vigil that
with some 10,000 protesters
Wednesday night.

Meanwhile, at a military
depot Valijeve, a town 60
miles (100 km) southwest of
Belgrade, an exploston killed

! an officer and two soldiers,



