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North-South
Dialogue

Al a time when nations kee
another on the changing world situation,
out their individual or collective positions in the
new -Cold War era, one missing element is
the North-South ur:r.w.mmull4|1tl‘ll-|:m:1::l mhthat brings the
Group-15, representing the developing world, in
a direct mﬁl:ng: of ideas with the Group-7
which speaks for the industrialised West and
Japan

A somewhat little known Group-15 s
the summit level body that represents the South-
South co-operation, set up in Kuala Lumpur
in the late Eﬁhtiﬂl. under the chairman-
ship of former n president Julius Ny-
erere. In recent months, it has held several
meetings at the level of officials of the 15 coun-
tries and discussed problems of the Third
Waorld.

What makes news this time is the pre
of a Summit meeting of the G-15, to
me time this year. with Senegal playing the host,
together with India, the host for the next year's
summit and Venezuela which played host to the
meet last r. The three countries form a
kind of a 'troika’ which manages the ad-
ministration of the G-15 activities in-between the
summits. i e B

The proposed summit this year should reflect
the sense of u cy the Group feels about the
position of the Third World in the changing
world, about the danger the developing countries
being inalised on the international scene,
These issues are likely to be discussed in a posi-
tion paper pre now under the guid-
ance of the Fore inister of Senegal, Djibo Ka.
The paper will be sent to devel-
oping countries, before it is discussed at the
summit and released to the public.

Foreign Minister Ka has already indicated
that the position paper would call for a renewal of
dialogue between G-15 and G-7, covering the
major issues which divide the North from the
South, rang from the debt issue and the
Uruguya Round to trade and the future of
UNCTAD. |

The sense of urgency with which the Grou
has started loo at the need for North-Sou
dialogue, hopefully leading to a serious negotia-
tion, is perfectly understandable. It is, in fact,
long overdue. With the industrialised nations be-
coming increasingly preoccupied with their own
internal economic situations, in some cases over-
shadowed by linge recession, election cam-

aigns in a few of them, like Britain and the
nited States, and with the political and
economic problems in east European countries
and the former Soviet Union, the case for the
North-South dialogue has virtually gone by default.
There are also strong feelings that the emer-

talking to one

tion
eld so-

gence of what is now seen as an unipolar world,
with one uugcrpowcr dominat the intermna-
tional scene, has not been to the a tage of the

Third World — so far. It is also felt that nterna-
tional aid encies and lead donor nations
have been ta advantage of the situation by
imposing conditionalities on developing coun-
tries, which are harsh and often impossible when
it comes to implementation.

No one would suggest that the differences be-
tween G-15 and G-7 reflect black-and-white situ-
ation. What is tmportant, the issues should be cla-
rified within the Group-15 so that members con-
cerned can agree on a common approach. Once
such an approach has emerged. s efforts sh-
ould be made to persuade the industrialised
nations toaccept the need fora serious talk with
the dwclnp%rld. as represented 13: Group-
15. However ult— urﬁrmnlsmﬁ— e world
sltllaauw may be, we should not be left out in the
cold.

There Must be a Limit

Canada — notwiths its vast size and re-
sources — unlike its more illustrious neighbour
the US, is accustomed to projecting a low profile
in the world affairs. Canadian aid, ice hockey and
English-French rivalry are some of the 51% ects
that make for us news about that country, en
Plerre Elliott Trudeau became prime minister,
his beautiful, vivacious young wife drew media at-
tention more than her husband did. That mar-
riage has fallen apart and the Trudeaus no more
figure in our imagination.

Incumbent prime minister Brian Mulroney has
not departed from the course Canada has been
quietly charting. But in a rare fit of rage he
wanted to shoot or s € a man responsible
for inventing and publishing a mock advertise-
ment. The prime minisier. moreover, went on
the record in, of all things, a television interview
with the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation.
Why? Frank Magazine that follows Britain's
Private Eye has put up that mock ad for a contest
n::rl :{hglt is tupl;c;nisllca h called deflowering
0 ulroney's -year-o lovely daughter
Caroline. g s i

Carried on the cover of the magazine, the ad—
3Ibett ’}tu mocl: nﬂ;,}l;:l!’t — served as a sexual titilla-

on, if no ou rovocation for ri apart
the girl. We simply find it in bad tastgl.]ﬁd E’nat
the Canadian prime minister could not keep
cool but in a marked departure from a premier's
poise made his agglrcashre feeling known shows,
even In Western liberal societies, there is a  li-
mitto pushing with sleazy matters around so-
meone.

The key question that needs to be answered
here is: how to strike a balance between an indi-
vidual's right to privacy and the all-perv me-
dia’s right to information and entertainment. So-
metimes the boundary may be crossed but not at
the cost of decency. Wesiern journalistic hypes
today remorselessly undermine some of the hu-
man and decencies both men and wo-
men love to fiercely preserve. In this country too

obscenity and prurience are passed much {oo in
excess in the name of sexual liberty by some

Wﬁe Caroline case, a spokesman for Frank
Magazine has tried to take some of the heat off by
?:rﬂng that th; urpose was to I::unse Mulroney
propping u alling popu u his
attractive daughter. To use wife u?r gzugm by
heads of state in election campaign is noth
unusual, nor is the practice illegal. But the use o

the ploy to maintain or raise public ¢ also
looks quite awkward. Still not ?.tunlawful. ut the
magazine's att L to satirise it the way it did is
simply outlandish. One understands ulroney's

rage.

have sick industries.

Are we ng to

have “sick” ties

as well? Who can tell. For we
still have not developed the
mentality of holding our
Universities accountable for
the public money that is
dished out to them. If the
Untversitics fail to perform, let
them, and not the public, pay
for that huxury. Otherwise,
what {s the difference between
subsid a sick industry and
funding Universities t are
chronically under-achievers? |
am not equating quest for

know to rise In produc-
tivity. | am simply about
some sort of for

whatever we are doing.

The Dhaka University (DU)
takes five to six years to com-
plete a three years honours
course, shuts up frequently be-
cause it cannot control its stu-
dent body, is unable to hold
exams in time, is unsure of the
quality of education that it im-
parts and cannot guarantee the
safety of the students who are
accommodated in its hostels.
It is a place where one's capac-
ity for evading bullets is tested
more often, than one's capacity
to absorb new knowledge or to
be creative. In fact the DU
flunks in almost score
that a University may be held
accountable for.

Yet 44,000 of our best and
brightest students {from all
over the country are vieing for
3,602 places for the course
that is expected to start this
summer and finish only God
knows when. It is perhaps a
tribute to the reputation that
the University once enjoyed as
the "Oxford of the East”. More
appropriately perhaps it's a re-
sult of the desperation of the
students. Where else will they
go?

Much of Dhaka University's recent glory comes not from its academic
contribution its students and teachers made to down the autocratic
this may be, it is far from what the DU should

Two questions immediate
come o mind. The DU vlz
ogly absorb 8 per cent of thosc

plying. What will happen to
the rest? Some of them will go
to good colleges, others to not-
so-good colleges, and many
others will just have to either
give up their dream of higher
studies or r private exami-
nations to obtain their de ;
All of it amounts to a huge
waste of potential human re-
source for which it is the na-
tion that is the ultimate loser.
it is oo expensive for us to al-
low this potential resource 1o
dissipate. For a country of 120
million and for an education
system that produces hun-
dreds of thousands of higher
secondary graduates, we must
have more Universities. But do
we want more of these vio-
lence prone under-achieving
institutions that go by the
name of Universities? The idea
of profession based education,
like polytechnics and similar
bodies have been broached
decades ago. We still don't
know why they have nol

proved to be a success, partic-

ularly for an that
desperately needs mid-level
technical . It 1s time we

take a close look into the poly-
technics and facilities for
technical education and see
how, instead of producing
thousands of educated unem-
ployed, we can have highly
sought after technical people
for our industries. We must
devise ways to harmess this ed-
ucated section and m«: av-
enues for them to into
their respective [ields. This
needs urgent attention for it is

the educated unemployed
whose frustrations very often
lead to crimes of the that
is becoming so p t in
the metropolitan centres of,
the country these days.

However, a more immediate
uestion needs to be ad-
ressed to the DU itselfl. What

will it do with those 3,602
students whom it will accept
after subjecting them to all
sorts of tests and screen

What sort of education is lm
provided in the DU7? The most
damning answer to Lhis
qucstion comes from a casual
study of where do the DU
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graduates go? The exceplion-
ally bright ones — who arc
bright inspite of the DU, and
go abroad.
tay behind take

all of them at a far lower
than thetr qualification — at
least on paper — would justify.

All of 1t may not be the
University's fault. It is perhaps
due to the scarcity of . Yet
a stronger case can made
for the argument that there is
no relationship between Lhe
g.pt of graduates that the DU

qualified personnel that the

society needs. In the
industrialised west and in
deve lr:g:.mlrm of Asia
like , Malaysia and
Indonesia — not to mention
Singapore, Taiwan and South
Korea — the Universities

a close liaison with the gov-
ernment and the private sec-
tor, keeping a special tab on
the needs of the industrial,
banking, trade and commercial
houses—to be able to

to their changing needs.

new f{aculties are opened
whenever there is the need for
expertise in newer areas. The
Untversities not supply
the rising inte needs of

by Mahfuz Anam

R e S R S —

the economy but in many cases
having been instrumental In
redicting that need actually
leaders in feids where
the industry or business follow.
Enormous possibilities exist in
Bangladesh for forging such a
relationship. For, on the one
hand, our scientists are
starved of capital to fund ex-
periments and on the other
our entreprencurs are starved
of new ideas 1o invest in.

For this to happen we must
have an intellectual community
that is concerned with the
immediate and long term
problem of the country and is
providing practical solution for
them. We must know what are
their areas of expertise, what
work they are now and
how eflective they are in their

achievements but from the

However laudable

respectiive fields. Take the

of ncwspapers in Bangladesh,
or more precisely, in Dhaka

city.

Along with the relevance of
education, there is the ques-
tion of cost of education. In a
recent interview to The
Star the Vice Chancellor of DU
said that tuition fees of the
University has not been raised

our egalitarian sentiment.

However over the years we
couldn't have failed to learn
that cheap education leads to
cheapening of education. With
the ultimate result that the
overall standard of education
came tumbling down.
Unpalatable as it may sound,
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the truth of the matter is that
we lend to neglect whatever
comes cheap We are aware
that raising DU fees would
yet the issue has to be
addressed that those who want

i

leriorated so acutely. It is tht

single most important reason
for session delays

not come from its academic
achievements but from the
contribution that its students
and teachers have made to
bring down the autocratic

the aid of the people in the
struggle to establish democ-
racy. However laudable this
may be, it is far from what the

DU should actually be recefving
laurels for.

Communism Alive and Well in the Land of Buddha

by Daya Kishan Thussu

Communists have been in power in West Bengal, India, for 15 years. They also wield con-
siderable political clout in Kerala. The CPM, the stronger of the two mainstream commu-
nist parties, agreed at its recent congress to continue on the path op Marxism-Leninism.
Irrespective of changes in global communism, the Indian comrades seem ready to check
the onslaught of the right.

I"l 1 lIE world's [first Mar-:
xisl stalc, Lhec Sovict
Union, has pronounced

communism dcad, but comm-

unists in India, the land of

Buddha and Gandhi, still

proclaim their Marxisl faith.

Statucs of Lenin continue to
adorn the sircets of Caleutla,
capital of West Dengal, the only
Indian statc ruled by the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist), the CPM.

AL the 14th Party Congress
of the CPM — the world s sce-
ond largest communist parly
aller the Communist Parly of
China (CPC) — held in Madras
in January, the main resolution
emphasiscd the parly's contin-
uing adhcrence to Marxism-
Leninism,

Cardboard cutouls of a smil-
ing Joscph Stalin grected the
delegates and, despite voeal
opposition from samc younger
mcmbers, the partly agreed to
follow the crced of Marxism.
However, they insisiecd Lhat
they had an indigcnous modcl
of socialist development.

The new Gencral Scerctary,
Harkishen Singh Surject, who
took over [rom E.M.S. Nam-
boodaripad, rcportedly said:
"Both the CPSU and the CPC
were opposed to us — onc
supporling thc CPl, the other
the Naxalitcs. We have dcficd
them and survived. Why should
we be allected?

This was the first Congress
after the collapse of commu-
nism in the Sovict Union and
the party met against the
background of losing power in
last ycar's clcction in Keraly.
its southern stronghold, and a
loss of scals in the natonal
parliamcnt.

With the discrediting of
communism in Europe, the
CPM s having o rcview its
role in Indian politics.

The communist movement
in India s onc of the oldest in
Asia, with roots going back to
the Twentics. |1 was an Indian
communist, Manavendra Nath
Roy, who madec Lenin rethink
his thesis on Lhe question of
anti-colonial strugglc.

From its inccption in 1925,
the Communist Party of India
pursucd an inlernatinnalist
policy, often in contradiction
to national aspirations. For cx-
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Smuggling vis-a-vis

local

hnuml:e Of late, lot of hullabaloo

n raised ?.l.l'lll smug-
gling and its effect on our
economy and industry. Our
Prime Minister has appealed
to the people to boycott for-
eign goods and to 'be national
and buy national'.

In this respect some have
cven accused our people of
having a tendency of prefer-
ring foreign goods at a gﬂgher
price than s of 'same
quality or better’ made in the
country. In a television pro-
gramme on anti-smuggling
drive broadcast recently our

Leading from the Left

Jyoti Bas

High priest of Indian commun

ample. il did nol supporl the
mainstrcam Congress Darly's
1942 Quil India Movement,

It argued, under Moscow's
influence, that independence
could wail and stopping
Nazism was the priority. This
allitude lost il many support-
crs among (he nationalists.

Hlowever, in ils anti-colonial
phase il provided the much-
needed radical clement to the
predominantly non-violent
struggle against British rulc.

The conscervalive nalure of
Indian socicly, where religion
plays a significant rolc, also
made the growth of god-lcss
communism diflicult. Most of
all. it was the all-pecrvasive na-
turc of the Gandhian move-
ment which eut the rural sup-
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I address ;

Home Minister, to cite an ex-
ample, mentioned about our
‘Zamdani' sari and stated that
these sarics ard even appreci-
ated abroad and have a good
demand. But the point Home
Minister missed {s that our
common people cannot afford
to buy 'Zamdani' saris for their
day to day use and as such look
for cheaper substitutes and
that's why there is a de-
mand for standard quality
Indian saris in our market.
T::l lll:ﬂt.‘lll;.hn that we have
a tendency of buying forei
made products at a hi‘h‘:r
price inspite of the availabilt
of same type of standard prog
ucts made in the country is not

violence
1987-91 CPM-led Left Democratic Front
LY rules Kerala
u 1977- CPM-led Front in power in

pore of the communists.

Nevertheless, India was Lhe
first country where a demo-
cratically cleeted Marxist pov-
crnment came Lo power, in
Kerala stale in 19567,

This rang danger bells for
the Congress DPartly of
Jawnharlal Nechru. lle adopted
a socialist pallern of develop-
ment modcelled alter the Sovict
systcm ol stale planning. This
robbed the communists of
much of their {dcological
shinc,

Since then communists
have nol been able to make
much ol a dent in national pol-
ftics, dominated for over 30
years by the Con s Party.

The profes internation-
alism oncc again surfaced in
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at all true and this is an asper-
sion on the 'patriotism’' of our
people. This will be evident
from the cosmetic and tofletry
products manufactured in the
country which are faring well
against forefgn made products
of the same type available In
the market. That our people
have more faith on foreign
made goods is that believe
that government of those
countries have e control
over the quality of the prod-
ucts manufactured there
whereas this confidence is
lacking as far as goods manu-
[actured in our country are
concerned, knowing well the
greed of our business and in-
dustry le and the absence
of an t government ma-
chinery to _enforce quality
control.

| am confident that our

pcople will prefer good

products made in the cﬂl:::g
over products of similar nature
manufactured abroad.
Therefore, to effectively check

Communist Party of india (CP)

formed

1857 CPl wins election in Kerala

1964 Communists split into pro-Moscow
CP1 and pro-Beijing Communist

Party of India (Marxist), CPM
1968-72 Maoist Naxalites oppose

parllamentary politics, resort to

West Bengal under Basu 2581 M

1962 when China invaded
India. The communists, ignor-
ing national humiliation, did
not criticisc DBcfjing.

This led to a split in the
communist movcment, coin-
ciding with the Sino-Sovict
schism of carly Sixtics. In
1964 the communist meve-
mcnl was dfvided into two
main partics, the pro-Beijing
Comimunist Party ol India
(Marxisl) CPI-M) and the
Moscow-oricnted Communist
Party of India [CP]).

In laler ycars the CPM tried
lo distancc itsclf from Beljing
as China looked increasingly
towards the more radical
groupings, including the

Maoist Naxaliics, .
Many analysts bclicve that

smuggling what the govern-
ment to do is to ensure in-
creased availability of quality
essential products commodi-
ties manufactured in the
country by enforcing strict
quality control putting a check
on the unbridled of our
businessmen and industrialists.
Otherwise, by mere rhetoric of
'be national and buy national’,
the commonmen cannot be
made to pay through their
noses and buy sub-standard
products at high price for long
just because these are manu-
factured in the country.,

S A Moazzam
Dhalka

Load-shedding in
Pabna

Sir, Now-a-days load shed-
ding is a common feature of
day-to-day life in Pabna.
mryd-y there will be no elec-
ty at least for two or three
times in the town. Moreover,
the voltage 1s much lower than

1

the limfted success of com-
munism in India was because it
was a Western idea. They argue
that the class-based analysis of
India's complex social struc-
ture which had ecvolved differ-
cntly from the industrial so-
cictics, was not ¢

Nevertheless, the commu-
nist governmenis have their
sharc ol achicvements, despite
having to facc discrimifation
from New Delhi over central
funds.

For the last 15 yecars the
CPM-led Lelt Front has been
ruling West Bengal under the
astutc leadership of Jyoti Basu,
and its record in office has
been especially impressive in
the countryside.

In Rural Bengal coopera-
tives have helped improve
small-scale industrics and land
rclorms have been successful.

Morcover, under commu-
nisl rule sectarian violence has
been almost unknown In the
statc — and this at a time when
other parts of India have wit-
ncsscd caste and religious
conflict.

In recognition of these suc-
cesscs, last June the party was
swcpl to power again, for the
fourth time running, for an-
other five years.

In Kerala, too, under Lhe
CPM:-led Lelt Democratic

Front, which ruled [rom 1987 .

until last June, the state man-
aged to become the first in
India to announce full Hteracy.
Kcrala has also made impres-
sive sirides in the f[icld of
hcalth-care and women's
rights.

The communists see a ncw
role for themselves as India
increasingly turns to the Right.
They are in the frontline
against the growing threat
from the Hindu-revivalist
Bharatiya Janata Party — the

largest opposition party in the
parliament — many of whose

policics could undermine the
sccular fabric of Indian socicty.

On the economic [ront the
communists have much to
worry about. Under the IMF-
imposed Structural Adjus-
tment Programme the Indian
economy is being increasingly
liberalised, and state subsidics
and s arc being cut. This
could lead to serious industrial
unrest. With their strong trade
union links, the communists
will find a role in fighting for
the rights of pcople on the
receiving end of the economie
rcforms.

At the Madras Congress the
CPM dccided to oppose the
minority Congress government
of PV Narasimha Rao for having
"morigaged the economic
sovereignty of the country to
the IMF and the World Bank.”
The party has 35 members In
the lower house of Parltament
and their support is important
for the government. !

In foreign policy, too, the
communists could cooperale
with left-wingers Inside the
Congress to lobby against
closer ties with the United
Stalcs.

laving lost its valued ally in
Moscow. India is keen to mend
fcnces with Washington. This
was rccently fllustrated by the
establishment of full diplo-
matic relations with Israel, as-
suaging the powerful pro-Israel
lobby in the US. £

The collapse of European
communism has [orced the
India leflt-wing parties to re-
think their stratcgies in a
more Indian contcxt. The need
to Indianise their ideological
framework has never been
greater,

In a counyy where half the
population is {lliterate and un-
derfed, there is ample scope
for a party that professes to
fight for equality. The remark-
able plurality of the Indian po-
litical system will ensure that
communism will survive in
India, f{rrespcctive of the
changes in global communism.

— GEMINI NEWS

DAYA KISHAN TIIUSSU, an
Indian researcher and journal-
[st, [s Associate Editor of
Geminl News Service.
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the normal standard. So it is
surely a curse for the citizens
of the town. .

Particularly when there is
no electricity at the evening,
the students suffer so badly,
specially the SSC candidates,
whose examination will begin
from 22nd of April.

We are requesting the
proper authori
solve this prob
possible.

Mirza Mamun Sadat and
Ashfaqur Rahman Syjan
Dilalpur, Pabna. .

Punctuality

Sir, May | use the hospital-
ity of your column to draw the
attention of the readers to our
habit of flouting punctuality
which has now become our
national characteristic.

Attending a function or a
meeting at the preseribed
time {s rare now-a-days.
Specially if | know that others
would have to wait for me, |

concerned to

e —

become more carcless about
their convenience or inconve-
nience: Arriving ahead of oth-
ers reduces ones importance!
Even the organizers of func-

tions are res to the idea
that if the time is fixed at 4
pm guests would start gather-
ing at 5 pm. | have found on
several occasions that the
hosts were not ready to re-
ceive guests at the announced
time of commencement. Of
course, there are always gen-
uine reasons for their unpre-

paredness.
| had the opportunity to at-

tend recently some functions
where the hon'ble chief guest
as well as special guests offi-
cials in most cases were found
to arrive late. And they are
normally too preoceupied to
notice their late arrivall Our
present parliament, heln#euuly
representative. also reflected
this national habit in #ts re-
cently concluded session.

M A Hag
West Rajabazar, Dhalen



