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NWAR Meah carns
A around Taka 50 a day

by vending rice and
curry in front of Kamalapur
Railway Station. He depends
on this income to feed five
members of his family.

Siddiqullah seclls snacks like
chatpaty at the gate of Shishu
Park in the city and gets about
Taka 100 daily on avcrage. He.
has a family of seven to main-
Lain,

And the l4-year-old Abu
gives Taka 20 to 25 ecach day
to his mother, which he earns
by seclling tea and biscuits on
the busy streets of Motijhecl.

Anwar, Siddique and Abu

arc threc of thousands of
strect food vendors in this
metropolis of nearly seven mil-
lion people.
. With the growth of urban-
ization, street food vending is
also on the rise in Bangladesh
citics. Though not organised
like that in many Asian cities,
yet it s having a growing popu-
larity among the urban
dwellers.

As a natural consegquence of
modern urban life, street food
scenario {s now spreading In
all the cities of Asia.

There is no doubt that the
sireet food vending provides
fast food facilities for urban
population and employment
opportunity for many as well.
Hut it has also become a matter
of concern since the question
of quality, salety and hyglene
is involved with it.

Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO)] defined
strect food as “rcady-to-cat
foods and beverages prepared
and/or sold by vendors and
hawkers, cspecially in the
strects and other similar pub-
lic places,” FAO recognised
that the street foods are an
important cconomic activity in
the context of the modern ur-
ban life.

According to a FAO report
on nutrition and urbanization,
street foods have the potential
of providing nutritious foods to
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Food on the Street Provides Food for their Homes

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQO) defined street food as ready-to—eat foods and beverages prepared and/or sold by vendors
and hawkers, especially in the streets and other similar public places,” FAO recognised that the street foods are an important
economic activity in the context of the modern urban life.

FAO expert R.

millions of consumers.

“Street foods are a socio-
cconomic impetus for the less
ceducated and relatively poor
urbanites. Street food vending
is one of the terminals of food
marketing and distribution
systems. It can be ecasily re-
garded as a huge but scattered

“They are nol quite clean
and arc responsible for causing
frequent cascs of food poison-
ing”., the FAO report pointed
out.

Vending of strect foods is
now a common scene in the
urban arcas of developing
countries. Varicties of foods

A good sale at Kamalapur Railwidy Station

food industry,” said the
which also noted that street
foods and food vending arc
ronsidered an 'cyesore and a
nuisance’ creating traffic men-
ACE.

and beve can be seen in
the streets of Dhaka. Calcutta,
Bangkok, Singapore, Kuala
Lumpur, Mantla and such other
cities in Asia.

The street food items dif-

fer, so do the quality standard
and serving method from onc
city to another, [rom one

country to another. But, inspitec
of these differences, one factor

remains common which is,

more and more people are
drawn into this guick business
and the urban people’s depen-
dance on street foods is also

marking a significant growth.

Smiling couple sell street food in Bangkok.

FAO has becen monitoring

the growth and development
of the street foods and con-

stantly reviewing the situation
through workshops and expert

Findings of the FAO studics
and workshops highlighted
various problems associated
with this large scale but, in
most instances, non-recog-
niscd industry and identified
ffelds for further development
and activities,

The report of a FAO expert

J. Dawson termed the street foods as “a pr.oblaf,m, a cﬁallenge and an opportunity for development.”

by Chapal Bashar

provides employment and in-
come opportunitics, cspecially
to women, city migrants and
those who have relatively low
educational background.
[lowever, improvement of food
handling practices, particularly
those related to sanitation and
hygicne of strcet foods and
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In addition,
studies were carried out with
FAO assistance in reviewing
varfous aspects of street foods
as they pertain to their com-
position, availability and safety.

consultations.

London Times on Perks for MPs; A Few New Ideas

for Sangsad Members ; and What Would Have

Bhashani Said about the Remuneralwn Act ?

E are riather fortunate
that The Times of Lo
ndon does not have
much of a circulation among
our members of the Jatiya
Sangsad. We can, therefore.
assume that most of them
missed a recent report in the
UK dally detatling the perks
enjoyed by British MPs. There
too. among members of the
House of Commons, rumb

are heard that they may not
getting as much fringe benefits
as their counterparts in some
west European countries or in
the US Congress. One wonders
if most MPs are abomt the
same. when 1t comes to their
own financial bepefits, In many
democracies.

Just In case some of our
MPs had read The Times re
port ~ come to think of it
many of them do not read even
the local pers all that
carefully — before the Sangsad
had unanimously approved the
bill for their increased remu
neration, pension and some
fringe benefits, espectally a
duty-free car. | wonder if any
its members would have been
so out of his or her mind as o
draw any precedents from the
mother of parliaments, the
House of Commons. Hopefully
oL

However, some benelits

enjoyed by British MPs,  which

do not involve payment of any
hard cash. might have caught
the attention of some Sangsad
members. For instance British
parlamentarians are entitled
to free inland postage and free
inland telephone calls That s
alright for Bangladesh pro-
vided the term “inland™ was
not substituted by “amywhere
in the world”™ in the bill passed
by the Sangsad. S0, dear read
ers. bet us count our blessings

Incidentally. in an interest
ing provision. British MPs get
one free trip a year to a
European Community institu-

tion. If anyone in our Sangsad
thought #t worth {t, a

MFP could ask lor a

st free trip to. say, the
Marga Institute in Colombo or
the Indian Institute for

Strategic Studies in New Deliu.

If any MP here now starts
thinking of an amendment tu
the Remuneration Act — o

whatever 1t is called — w0 1In .

corporate a couple of ideas
from the House of Commons,
we will be only too happy to
give the whole Act the kind of
scrutiny that went by default
when it was rushed through
the Sangsad This time we
would surely come up with
some new thoughts

For instance in a gesture of

generosity. we may suggest
that in addition to the duty

free car, every MP should be
provided Iﬂlh a motorbike. an
ideal mode of transport for
travel in the interior of the
country.

However, if any last remain-
ing fdealistic member of the
Sangsad suggests that the mo
torbike should be a substituie
for the duty-free car. not In
addition to the four-wheeler
we will give him for her) all

hard -wurking representatives
of our people = and a few
marginal advantages. such as
the rescarch study, for the

mmtry

L contemporarecs were
perhaps filled with

memories of the late Moulana

Abdul Hamid Khan DBhashani
when we read the stirring

IKE myself. many of my

MY WORLD

S.M. Ali

our support even il he lor she)
is hounded out of the session
or declared uniit 1o be a mem-
ber of the Sangsad on ground
of momentary insanity,

At another level, we may
offer a couple of innovative
ideas.

One proposal is Lhat every
MP should receive an al-
lowance of, say, Taka 1.000 a
year o pay ior a research study
on any development-oriented
subject of his (or her] choice
in the hope that when the
member speaks at a public
rally. the findings from the re-
search would replace hollow
rhetortc. some facts and fig
ures would take the place ol
meaningless promises and, i
nally, a clear policy direcinn
would be subsitituie for clarton
exhortations

Ary til.ruinl by an MY from
& lecture or TV /radie appear
arue will be free of income tax
assurming that he or she sub
mits the return on all other
incomes 0 the Department of
inland Hevenue.

S0 on balance, a farther
scrutiny of what has been so
uniairly (7) described as a
coniroversial, wnpopular Aci
may well produce additional
benefits for the hard pressed

speeihh he had delivered on
Marihh 9, 1971 at the Pahan
Maidan, reproduced In this
paper last week as part of our
"Historic March”™ specia
[eature

Journalists who covered the
Moulana s activities, month
after month and year aflter
year, for over four decades,
from the forties to the. seven-
ties, would remember many
different — and often some
what conflicting — sides of the
man and the politiclan. We
would remember him as an
uncompromising relentless
fighter for the downtrodden
and poor. as a crusader against
corruption and bureaucracy, as
a devout Mushim who believed
in soctalism and, finally. as a
hopeless, unpredictable ally of
governments which he himsell
had helped to bring into
power. like the United Front
provincial administration in

the then East Pakis fn Ll:_ll:
mid-lifties an the

Government of independent
Bangladesh in 1971,

Today. we remember the
Moulana for a specific, special
reason, with a somewhat di
rect question in mind, "How
woiild he have reacted to all
that s happening around us
and what would he have wid
the nation 7"

To be more specific. "what
wold Moulana Sahib have said
about member of the Jatya
Sungsad acting with a rare
show of unanimity in raising
their own remuneration af a
time litke this?

We know what he would
have done He would have
marched down o the

Bangabendhu Avenue, at the
head of a procession. climbed
into a dias and spoken out, just
in the way he had done hun-
dreds of times before. remind-
ing the people in power of the

wrath of the massecs.
standing against the urttinﬂ
sun. with his white beard
shaking in the wind, he would
have warned the mighty and
powerful. like a Biblical figure
stepping out ol mythology. that
people do not forgive you for
your blhunders.

Yes, we may miss Bhashani.
What we miss morc |s some
one who can serve as the
“conscience of the nation.” one
who can exercise his un-
doubted moral authority. In-
stead of power based on de-
crees and ordinances, the kind
of authority that, like
chartsma, is difficult w0 defline
but hard to ignore.

But, then, people say that in
the world of changing realities
of power politics, moral au-
thority per se has no place. a
world in which even Mahatma
Gandhi would be a misfit. like
"a monk walking In the rain
with a leaking umbrella”, a
Mao Tse Tung once told Edgar

i
May be the answer does not
He in looking for a Bhashani as
the "conscience of the nation.”

In the world we live in. con-
science has acquired a more
rollective dimension than the
chartsma of an individual. This
makes our task of changing the
realities that much more diffi,

cult
[ ] L] L ] L ]

I N the process of growing
up and coming into (ts
own, a newspaper draws
its strength from many
tangible and intangible
sources. For The Daily Star
one such support, very tangible
and visible, comes from several
old timers — only In age and
expertence, not in spirtt -
who have appeared from
almost nowhere to offer their
writings to this publication
So. week after week they
share their hopes and fears,
ideas and opinions. with our
readers, adding something to
the columns of what might
have been otherwise a news

paper you could finish reading
in ten minutes.

While I would not single out
any of these velerans - we
should certainly put together a
"Who's Who" in our next an-
niversary tssue — | cannot help
bringing one name to your at-
tentfon. It is Erskine Childers
whose most thought-provoking
piece. "Whose Democracy —
For Whom?" appeared on the
edit page of this paper earlier
this month.

A political analyst wha had
always been critical of the way
the so-called western democ-
racy works, he now talks about

ng caution in Eastern
urope and the Third World
which see the "need for sell-
reliant construction of cultur-
ally appropriate democracy.”

According to Childers,
"Social democracy i1s now in a
danger of being crushed be-
tween bankrupt statist com-
mand economies and unprin-
ci talism which many
W:P::rn%:n preach like a
new religion, a sure path to
the ki of fundamentalism
that can tear democracy apart
- whether Christian
authoritariantsm. a new white-
racist f[ascism, or an ultra-
conservative |slam.”

Those who have known
Erskine Childers, for two
decades as the Director of
Information of
Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and then
as an adviser to the UN
Secretary General, would not
be surprised at these outspo-
ken views. Now that he has re-
tired from the active UN ser
vice, he should be able to ex-
press them more forcefully
than ever. ideas which have
matured over decades

Son of an Irish revolutionary
with the same name who was
hanged by pro-British paramil
ftary force during the country s
war ol independence. Childers
Airst made his name as a
broadcaster on the Middle
East affatrs and then in the six
ties, he moved to Bangkok to

set up the first project. with
UN assistance, on
Development Support

Communication. Even before
taking over as the Chiefl of
UNDP. he had joined the
growing rank of experts who
sec international
communication as something
much more than just free
enlerprise

Now a guest columnist for
the Inter Press Service
Childers should be writing for
The Daily Star, hopefully on a
regular basis As an old friend,
| must make sure that he does,
not withstanding his Irish
temperament.

the United

There's always a demand for

consultation on street foods

held in Indonesia in December
988 said, “street foods are an
important source of economi-
cul and nutritious food, partic
ularly for the urban poor.
Strect food vendors are a nec-
essary part of urban modern-
day life, especially in the de-
veloping countries although
are frequently looked upon
with disdain by some govern-
ment oflicials because they re-
gard street food vendors as
causing a traffic menace, a nui-
sance regarding the cleanli
ness of the city and possible
sources of food poisoning out-
breaks. FAO's interest in street
foods extends to quality and
salcly concerns as well as
consideration of their valuable
food and nutrition aspecis.
Since sireet foods are the end
product of marketing and dis-
iribution chains for agricul-
ture, animal husbandry and
fisheries products, they are
also directly linked to these
sectors of the economy and
thus have additional impacts.”

Participating in the consul-
tation, RJ. Dawson, a FAO ex-
pert termed the street foods
as "a problem, a challenge and
an opportunity for develop-
ment."”
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Street food - Bangkok scene

Dawson identified Lhe prob-
lem as the control of the qual-
ity and safety of foods offered
for sale. The opportunity is the
strengthening of traditional
and local food habits, the dc
velopment of small industrics
and cooperative marketing
structure. The challenge is 1o
provide government and mu-
nicipal authgrities with the
means (o assure Lhe safety and
quality of strect foods at the
same time encouraging the
formal development of this
seClor

The street food situation in
Asian citics was revicwed in
anothcer  txpert consultation
on nuirition and urbanization
organized by FAO in Bangkok
in May 1989,

A casc study on Bangladesh
presented at that meeting re
ferred to the growing street
lood vending in the country.
The study termed street food
as an age old phenomenon
and said that its socio-eco
nomic and health factors play
an important part in thelr
growing importance.

The Bangladesh case study

| said, "The street food industry

"Fuchkas” on Dhaka streets.

Photos by the author
crealing awarencss to salisfy
the nutritional needs of the
population are imperative in
the upgrading of street foods.
The strengthening of the food
quality and standards regula-
tions, as adopted by the gov-
ernment, need to be under-
taken to ensure food safety for
the protection of the health of
CONSuUMmers.

The case study, however,
did not claborate the street
[ood situation in Dhaka or
elsewhere in Bangladesh.

How many sireet food ven-
dors are there in Dhaka city?
None can answer this question
since, so [ar it s known, there
was no survey on it by any
agcncy.

According to the Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) rules and
regulations, vending of foods
on the street is nol legal. A
DCC official frankly admitted
their fgnorance about the
number of strect food vendors
or hawkers.

"Undoubtedly, there are
thousands of street [ood ven-

dors in the city,” he said
adding, "Our manpower is nol
enou to control street food

vending or for cnsuring hy
gienic standard.”
One can come across dilfer-
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ent kinds of street foods in
this capital city. From a [ull
course lunch or dinner to fruit
juice or tea — all are avatlable
on our sireels.

Except during the day
hours in the month of Ramzan,
vendors remain on the strects
or public places with foods,
snacks or beverages till mid-
night. In the aflernoons ol
Ramzan month, the sale of iftar
items goes on in full swing on
the street sides.

We started with the story of
vending rice and curry on the
strects. Let's go back there.

Kamalapur Raflway Station
s nol only the place where
rice, curry, dal and roti are
available from the wvendors.
These foods are also found
ready for sale in the streets ol
Motifheel, Dilkusha, Sadarghat,
Tejgaon and many other busy
places. People of low income
group are the consumers. They
find these cheaper than that at
Lhe restaurants.

Chatpaty and fuchka are
fuvourite snacks for all. So
there's a good number of ven
dors who scll these ftems from
their four-wheel push-carts.

Most of these push-carts are
covered with glass panes and
snacks arc prepared (nside.
These snack vendors do their
business mainly around parks,
zoo, museum, schools, col-
leges, cinema halls and other
places where people gather in
large number.

Other vendors sell tea, sug-
arcane juice, fruils, swects and
many kinds of snacks on the
busy thoroughfares of tLhe
metropolis. Some cook and
sale pithas on the city streets.

"Are the strcet [oods of
Dhaka safe for health?" On this
question, people seldom differ.
Everybody would agree that
our sireel foods are not ade-
quatcly hygienic. Moreover, au-
thorities have little control
over ensuring the safety. There
is also lack of awareness
among the vendors and con-
sumers as well,

Among the Asian cilies,
strect foods are widely prac-
ticed in Thai capital Bangkok
The situation in Bangkok (s
such that the street foods are
popular among the consumers
for many reasons. The street
foods there are cheap and
some are cheaper than the
same ([ cooked at home
Bangkok is a big city and it is
expanding rapidly further such
that for many to go to werk
and back can take one to two
hours. The population has
therefore to depend for their
mecals on the street foods as
thcy do not H¥ve sufficient
time to prepare meals at home
for themselves. It is said that
90 per cent of the people in
Bangkok do not cook food at
home 90 per cent of the tirhel
So, they buy strect foods for
breakfast, lunch and dinner
and also at snack times,

Statistics of 1986 shows
that the number of street food
vendors in Bangkok was about
13 thousands. The number is
likely to be doubled by now
since the practice is growing
fast, belicve the experts.

In Singapore, the sirect
food business is now well or-
ganised. Since 1971,
Singapore embarkced on a na-
tional programme to build food
centres to rescttle licensed

strect food hawkers. With the
completion of the pro-

me,the hawkers are no
longer allowed to sell food on
the strcets, Necessities have
been provided to the food
centres located, on the street
side. About 24 thousand sireet
food vendors were licensed in
Singapore till 1988

The number of street food
vendors in Kuala Lumpur was
estimated at over 25 thousand
in 1988. Most ol the vendors
in the city are licensed.
Besides owning food centres
and stalls, vendors use push-
carts to scll foods and bever-
ages in some areas of the
Malaysian capital.

The Malaysian Ministry of
Health and respective local au-
thorities are directly respon-
sible for maintaining and cn-
forcing codes of practice of
food hygiene and the by-laws of
the country. re are eflorts
from Malaysian authorities to
ensure food safety and hyglenic

condition of the street foods.
Realising 1{its economic

significance, the sale of street
foods is being encouraged
through licensing., provision of
basic facilities, regular inspec-
tions, assistance in the form of
subsidies and loans where ap-
propriate, and proper siting
and relocation. It is that
cfforts can be continuously
made to improve the sale ol
street foods in Malaysia so that
it s conveniently available for
Malaysians as well as tourists
and visitors.

In Nepal, street food items
which were not so popular In
the past are becoming more
and common nowadays in the
urbantzed cities. These are
being integrated from other
countries like India, China,
Tibet and European countries.
Street foods are generally of a
low quality, whil:h are mostly
consumed by young school
children, local workers, and
low class traders. Problems of
food hygiene and sanitation in
the street foods sector are
common. There is also a lack
of safe water for drinking and
cleaning purposes. Tourists
tend to get diarrhoeca and
other strointestinal prob-
lems. There are no regulations
on the health and hygiene of
vendors or sellers.

The demand for streel
foods exists in all the cities,
particularly eof developing
countries. It is increasing with
the growth of urbanization
which however, entafls myriad
problems, but opportunitics as
well.

Street foods at present, in
Dhaka though lack in adequate
standard and may very well
create health hazard neverthe-
less, it has come to grow. And,
therclore, proper measures
have to be taken to raise il to a
healthy standard. And this will
convert the problems into op-
portunitics



