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Brilliant England defy all odds

MELBOURNE,
Mar 12 : Brilliant
innings by Alec
Stewart and Neil
\’ Fairbrother swept
to a thri-
lling three-wicket World Eun
ericket wvictory uﬂ;u!nut
Africa , reports ter.
s win with one ball
in the face of injury
and a rain-reduced inni
secured their place in
semifinals alongside
Zealand

After South Alrica, put in to
bat, had made 236 for four In
their 50 overs, were
set a revised target of 226
from 41 overs following a 40-
r-n-iﬂmu.:*l:u:.-tanl!llhi:m'l'-lllm.mmtr

They were set on
wmmﬁdﬂ&mﬂﬁ
by Stewart, captain for the day
because of a hamstring injury
to Graham Gooch.

After Stewart was run out,
Fairbrother took charge with a
breathtaking 75 not out from
only 83 balls.

Chris Lewis weighed in with
a breexy 33 ofl 22 deliverics
and it was his 50 ip
with Fairbrother in 37 balls

New

which clinched England's win -

in front a 25,000 crowd in the
vast stadium where the final
will be held on March 25.

the
The day- m-trh.nlthr.

I‘lthnul: captain
Allan Lamb through
hamstring trouble. England
had seamers Dermot Reeve

uad member Paul Pritchard
of Esscx, playing a season in
Sydney, to be on stand-by as
substitute, and he went on to
replace DefFreitas.

Reeve injured his buttock
when he while
DeFreitas left the

~ Paceman Richard Snell
plunged England deeper in
trouble by dismissing Graemc
Hick for one in the following
OVET.

Stewart continued un-
daunied and the 100 came up
in the 23rd over,

Once again superb fielding
was a hallmark of the South

African play and yet again it
was the exuberant Johnty
Rhodes who ended Stewart's
briliant innings.

Diving in the gully, Rhodes
threw the ball while still on his
knees to the bowler's end be-

fore Stewart could complete a
quick single.

Fairbrother continued to al
tack the bowling with some
thrilling stroke play and
reached his 50 off 60 balls.

Reeve contribuled 10 be-
fore being superbly caught by
McMillan running away from
the wicket and diving to take
the ball.

it was only the stand be-
tween Fairbrother and Lewis
that brought the run-rate re

FAIRBROTHER
quired down below six an over.

Captain Kepler Wessels and
Andrew Hudson had earlier
given South Africa by far their
best start of the tournament,
both in total and speed with an
opening partnership of 151,

The 50 came up in the 15th
over, the 100 in the 28th and
the 150 in the 36th.

Hudson was the more lluent
strokemaker, reaching his
half-century ahead ol his cap-
tain in 8] balls while Wessels
needed 92,

But on an easy-paced pitch,
with only a little movement
carly on for the pace bowlers,

it remained questionable
whether the run-rate was high
enough.

England desperately sought
a breakthrough with frequent
bowling changes.

Altogether seven bowlers
were used, although the last
C . ofl-spinner Hick, was
brought about by an injury to

Reeve.
The seamer attempted to

fool Hudson with a slow yorker

which the batsman gratefully
lashed to the boundary while
Reeve tumbled over his own
feet in the follow through,
landed heavily and was forced
to leave the field with a
bruised buttock.

Hick cofmpleted the over
for him and in his next in
duced Hudson into giving a
simple return catch.

Hudson's 79, his second
hall-century of the lourna
ment, came from 115 balls and
contained seven boundarics.

Peter Kirsten, South
Alrica’'s most consistent bals-
man so far, started in blazin
fashion with a six straight bﬂl‘ﬁ
over left-arm spinner Richard
lHlingworth's head

But it was a short-lived at
lack. When he had made 11,
Kirsten chipped a ball [rom
DeFreitas high to square leg
but straight to Smith.

Wessels' contsolling innings
ended soon after, his 85 com-
ing from 126 deltveries and
containing six boundaries.

But although Wessels side
produced their best balling
performance :f far, it was still
not enough 10 deny the ram
pant England batsmen.

South Alrica now need fo
beat India in their final match
on Sunday to ensure a scmifl
nal place.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the World
Cup day-night cricket maich
between England and South
Alrica today:

SOUTH AFRICA

Wessels ¢ Smith b Hick B5
Hudson ¢ and b Hick 79
Kirsten ¢ Smith b

DeFreitas 11
Rhodes run out 18
Kuiper not out 15
Cronje not out 13

Exiras: (b-4 1b-4 w-4 nb-3) 15
Total: {lour wickets- 50

overs) 236

Fall of wickets: 1-151, 2-
170, 3-201, 4-204.

Did not bat: R Snell, B
McMillan, D Richardson, M
Pringle, A Donald.

Bowling O M R W
Pringle 9 2 34 0
DeFreitas 10 1 4] |
Botham 8 0 37 0
Small 2 0 14 0O
Ilingworth 10 0 43 O
Reeve 24 0 15 @
Hick 8.2 0O 44 2
ENGLAND

Stewart run out 77
Botham b McMillan 22

Smith ¢ Richardson
b McMillan 0
Hick ¢ Richardson b Snell 1

Fairbrother not out 75
Reeve © McMillan b Snell 10
Lewis run out 33
Pringle ¢ Kuiper b Snell 1
DeFreitas notl out 1

Extras: {Ib-3. w-1, nb-2) 6
Total: (seven
wickels-40.5 overs) 226

Fall of wickets; 1-63, 2-63,
J-64, 4-132, 5-168, 6-216, 7-
225.

Did not bat: R lllingworth, G

Small.

Bowling (@) M R W
Donald 9 1 43 O
Pringle 8 0 44 O
Snell 7.5 0O 42 3
McMillan B 1 39 2
Kuiper 4 0 32 0O
Cronje 3 0O 14 O
Kirsten 1 0 9 0

Result: England won by
three wickels.

Man—nf—;hc-ma-lch: Alec
Stewart.

N elther

- BERRI, Mar
The two- limt

champions West
Indies team can
Wom# * forget all about a

third World Cup

titie if they don't beat Sri
Lanka in this sleepy South

Australian town on Friday,

reports AP. .
Sri Lanka can forget their
ambition of the World
Cup semis for the first time if
they do not win,
Both teams are on- the

fringe of the semifinal race in
the nine-nation tournament
with the West Indies on six
points and Sri Lanka on five.

West Indfes manager
Deryck Murray sald Thursday
that winning matches in
smaller towns under unfamiliar
conditions showed a team's
credibility.

Murray believes the team
that wins the World Cup will
do so through adaptability and

as much as skill.

"At the end of the tourna-

CUP STANDINGS

World Cup critket stand-
ings after Thursday's
matches [Tabulate under

played, won, lost, no-result,
points, net run-rate):

New Zealand 6 6 0 0 12 078
Ergland 88 0 111 o089
South Africa 7 4 3 0 8 014
Westindiees 6 3 3 0 6 -0.02
Indta. 7 2 4 1 S 018
Pakistan 4 2 3 1 5 o010
Sr1 Lanka 632 3 1 8 -087
Morstraha 6 2 4 0 4 038
Zychabwe 6 0 8 0 O -1.12

{Note: Net run-rate (s

difference between batting
and bowling rates. Under
competition rules, runs
scored in no-result matches
are net Iincluded in run-
rate.)

ment, whichever team wins
can really claim that they have
won a tournament, which was
as much a test ol character,
stamina and adaptability as it
was ol cricket skills,” said
Murray, whose team travelled
12 hours and on three differ-
ent planes to get here from
Wellington, New Zealand.
Although the Berri
Memorial Oval pitch looks

. slowish and its outfield spongy,

the West Indies will obviously
start as favourites because of
their. 10-1 record against the

Sri Lankans.
But Sri Lankan manager

Ranfit Fernando said his men
pinpointed Friday's match as a
"potential win" before the
tournament started.

"We're very positive. Wik've
got nothing to lose,” Fernando
said. "We're confident we
should be able 1o make some-
thing out of this game, and the
one againsl Pakistan.”

Murray said the West
Indies’ destiny rested with
their own performance.

"We really are not trying to
look at too many of the permu-
tations,” he said.

‘Il we win tomorrow and
against Australia on Wednesday
we'll qualify for the l-cmiﬂnals
no fooling around  with net
run-rates or who did what.”

Murray saild paceman Ma-
lcolm Mnnhaﬂu ankle injury
had improved but would not
commit himself on whether

Kasparov's title

LINARES, Mar 12 : With
onc match to play, world chess
champifon Garri Kasparov

spent Thursday finishing the

papcrwork on the car he was
awarded for topping a world-
class ficld in the 10th Linares
International Chess
Tournament, reports AP,

can afford to lose

the veteran would play.

Sri Lanka are likely to call
up top-order batsman Chan-
dika Hathurusinghe at the
expense of Sanath Jayasuriya,
with vice-captain Asanka Guri-
sinha dropping down the
order.

Brothers sigh
up 3 Iraqis

Sports Reporter

Federation Cup champions
Brothers Unfon, currently
placed second along with
Mohammedan Sporting Club,
three points behind leaders

‘Abahani Krira Chakra in the

First Division football league,
yesterday signed up three Iraqgf
players to strengthen their
challenge for the champi-
onship.

The three — strikers Saad
Abdul Wahid and Saad Abdul
Raheem and stopper-back
Sheikh Tbrahaim — arrived in
the city yesterday and by late
cvening the club officials had
completed their registration
formalities with the Bang-
ladesh Football Federation and
the Dhaka metropolis Football
association who run the league.
The three are expected to
make their debut for the

* Gopibagh side in their next

game against lowly Agrani Bank
Tomorrow, Sunday.

Saad Wahid is reported to
have played for champion fragi
Club Al-Rashid while Saad
Raheem played for Al-Jawara
Club. The other player in the
trio,” Ibrahaim, is reported to
have played for Iraq in the
1986 World Cup in Mexico and
represented his country in
that meet against hosts Mexieo
and Belglum. Before coming to
Dhaka he played far.the Iraqi
Afrways team, a leading side in
the national league.
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Pakistani paceman A.nqh) Javed appeals unsuccessfu Iy
for an |lbw against Australian David Boon in the crucial
World Cup match at Perth on Wednesday. Pakistan won by

48 runs.

—AFP photo

BU's sweet revenge

Sports Reporter

Fine left-arm spin
bowling by Arup
lHhattacharya and
solid batting by
opener  Nurul
Abedin Nobel hel-
ped Brothers Union to exact
sweetl revenge against the
Greater Mymensingh Cricket
Club fn the Navana Premicr
Division super. league at the
[Dhaka Stadium vesterday,

The reigning champions re-
stricted GMCC to 150 and
then crossed Lhe tolal for the
lass ol our wickels to record a
comiortable six-wickel victory.

Senl in to bat. the GMCC
batsmen, with the oniy excep-
tion of Anisuzzaman Bhuiyan
Pika who completed his scc-
ond successive hall-century,
found the going tough against
the accurate Brothers attack.
Pika played 112 balls and
struck two fours to score 55
before being “Shapped up by
Nadir Shah off Arup, the
southpaw all-rounder f[rom
West Bengal. Shri Lankan

Sharath and stumper Nasir
Ahmgd Nasu were the other
notable scorers with 19 and 17
respectively.

Arup snared four GMCC
batsmen for 17 runs. Saad,
Fernando, Shamsul and Sumon
look one wickel aplece as
GMCC were all out for 150 in
42.1 overs.

Brothers, boosted by a fine
opening partnership of 62
runs between Halim Shah and
Nobel, made light of the inad-
equate GMCC challenge. Nobel
was the architect of the casy
win with a typically aggressive
knock of 60 off 77 balls, in-
cluding six fours. Halim Shah
made 32 and Shovon not out
12 as Brothers posted 154 for
four tn 33.3 overs to walk away
with a easy win.

GMCC's Chandan was the
most successful bowler claim-
ing two for 19. '

TODAY'S MATCH

Abahani vs Bangladesh
Biman (Dhaka Stadium)

——

Abaham S Narrow win

Sports Reporter

Abahani{ Krira
Chakra, for the
first time since

the afval of the
Russian players,

hints of
fallibility as the reigning
champions carved out a narrow
onc nil victory against

Rahmatganf Muslim Friends
Socielty in yesterday's First
Divisjon [ootball league maich
al the Mirpur Stadium.

Abahani, who had no reason
lo take the game lightly after
Rahmalganj's spirited display
against mighty Mohammedans,
appeared rather off colour and
out of touch. The thin scorc
line cannot be attributed to
poor marksmanship only as
only a few positive chances
were created in the run of the
play.

Abahani bungled two oppor-
tunities in the first half before
Rumi found the net for them
in the 28th minute, when
Zhukov freed the forward in-
side the box and the striker
scored his sixth goal with a
placing shot 1-0.

Stlar striker Aslam wasted
two chances in the second half
and although Rahmatganj
never really stretched their
opponents Abahani in the end
thanked their stars for getting
away with full points.despite a
lackluster performance.

Abahani who are yet to drop
a point collected 22 points
from eleven malches while
Rahmatgan] remained al nine
from eleven outings.

Adamjee Sports Club earned
ull points at Lthe cost of hap-

less Bangladesh Jute Mills
Corporalion in the yeslerday's
first match.

Adamjee beal BJMC (wo nil
with Yusuf scoring both the
goals in the first half,

Adamjee took their collec--
tion Llo ten [rom eleven
matches while BJMC who re-
main at two [rom eleven out-
ings now scem to be destined
for relegation.

TODAY'S MATCHES
Dhanmond! vs Wart (1.30

" pm)

Mohammedans vs Victoria
(3.30pm)

Lalmatia outplayed Rupali
Bank by nine wickets to dis-
lodge the bankers from the
Navana Premier Division
cricket league yesterday at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.

Rupali were sent hurtling to
certain relegation as they werc
booked for a paltry 106 after
choosing to bat first. Left-arm
paceman of Lalmatia ripped
through the Rupali batting like
hot knife through butter with
figures of four 19.

Lower order batsman
Prince was the only Rupali
batsman to offer any resistance
with an unbeaten 24.

Anwar was the sole dasualty
as Lalmatia chased and at-
tained the small target in 22.3
overs. Utlam and Shahid re
mained unbeaten on 48 and
23.
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Brothers Union's Iraqi footballers seen completing their

formalities at the DAMFA office yesterday.

—Star photoz
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DUNEDIN.

Zealand, Mar Ii
In some of the
worst playing co-

\”J m:tumn- 1m

nd's power hul:r Mark
Greatbatch slammed India oul
of World Cup cricket semi-final
conlention here today. reports
AFP

The Kiwis recorded their
sixth straight win in the tour-
nament aller India, winning
lne loss, scored 230 for wix
only for New Zealand to
the target with 231 for six in
46.]1 overs

Cold southerly winds
howled into Carisbrook Park,
sending autumn temperatures
tumbling below 10 degrees
Celstus (50 Fahrenheit) and, at
cne point, dumping hail on the
shivering players.

Sightscreens crashed over,
high balls were rendered un-
catchable in the swirling con-
ditions and bowlers on both
sides found it impossible to

control the movement of their
deliveries.

But 1t was all just a minor
Irritation to Greatbatch, whose
man-of-the match innings of
73 guaranteed New Zealand a
solid platform from which to
comiortably chase the Indians.

New Zealand captain Martin
Crowe said later it had been
difficult in the buffeting condi-
tions

“We just got down to busi-
ness and it was quite an enter-
taining match,” he said.

He said he did not think
india had set them such a big
lotal with 230 at the small
Carisbrook E .

"l felt that we did pretty
well with our bowling and our
Neiding in those ¢ ftions.

I knew India would strug-
gle a bit with the coldness of
the situation.

*l thought if we capitalised
on the first |5 overs and got
some momentum going, then
we were going to be okay.”

Indian captain Mohammad
Azharuddin said it had been
"really cold” in the feid. -

"We didn’t score enough
runs, we didn't get a good
start.”

Iindia got ofl to a stuttering
start when, In the second over,
Kris Srikkanth holed out to
Rod Latham on the boundary
for a duck.

Ajay Jadcja, on 13, retired
hurt soon alter with a badly
pulled hamstring His injury
appeared serious and he
played no further part in the

game.

It summoned |8-year-oid
battin wonder Sachin
Tendu to the crease and

he went on to make his high-
est one-day international score
of 84.

At the halfway mark India
were 82 for one. Azharuddin
was content to play the anchor
role while Tendulkar cranked
up the scoring rate,

Crowe even had to take
Gavin Larsen off alter conced-
ing 11 runs in his fifth over.

India were well poised to
lift the tempo and launch an
attack — lmr 30 overs they

were 110 for one and scoring .

at 3.6 per over,

Tendulkar got his 50 off 69
balls. including three bound-
ares.

were cashing in against the
:I:mvf:r bowlers in the middle

Azharuddin and Tendulkar
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Mhl'mmw'up}ﬁ

hall century from 97 balls
with a six over long on and
three boundaries.

But in Patel's iast over he
went for another big hit
through midwicket -
caught by Greatbatch br 56,

Tendulkar went soon after
caught behind by lan Smith off
the economical Chris Harris,
the wp wicket taker in the
World Cup with 13

New Zealand's batsmen

were undaunted by the (reez-

GREATBATCH

TENDULKAR

ing conditions and after I5
overs had breezed on 70 com-
pared to India's modest 43 at
the same stage.

By the time Greatbatch was
out in the 24th over, New
Zealand were unstoppable.
Greatbatch has 60 in
three of his last four matches.

Indfia wunsettied New
Zealand's scoring rhythm
when wicketkecper Kiran
More brilllantly backhanded a

ball onto the stumps to run out

the prolific-scoring Crowe,
this time for a moderate 26,

New Zecaland appeared a
little shaky following Crowe's
exit, but Andrew Jones stead-
fed the ship and carried the
Kiwis to victory with an unde-
feated 67.

Aflter playing England in
Sunday’'s summit meeting,-
New Zealand finish off their
preliminary engagements with
a match in Christchurch ncxt
Wednesday against Pakistan.

india, on five points, one

_ | Indians fail to halt Kiwis

point outside the leading

let, play thetr Lut mu:h
inst South
e A S5
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard In the World
Cup cricket match between
New Zealand and india at the
cmmw

INDIA

J retired hurt 13
Srikkanth ¢ Latham

b Patel 0
Arharuddin ¢ Greatbatrh

b Patel 55,

Tendulkar ¢ Smith b Harris 84
Manjrekar ¢ and b Harris 18
Dev ¢ Larsen b Harrts 33
Banerjee ¢ Greatbatch
b Watson 11
More not out 2
Srinath not out 4
Fxtras . (b-1, Ib-4, w-4, nb-1)10
Total (six wickets-50 overs)230
Fall of wickets: 1-4, 2-149 3.
I66, 4-201, 5-222. 6-223.

D¥d not Bat : M Prabhakar, V
Ragu

Bowling
Cairms

Patel
Watson
Larsen
Harris
Latham

NEW ZEALAND

Greatbatch ¢ Banerjee b
Latham b Prabhakar

Jones not out
Crowe run out
Smith ¢ sub (Amre] b
Prabhakgr
Rutherford Ibw b Raju
Harris b Prabhakar
Cairna not out
Extras : (b-4, Ib-3 w-4,
nb-8)
Total :
overs) 231
Fall of wickets : 1-38, 2-
118, 3-162, 4-172, 5-208, 6
225,
Did not bat : D Patel, G
Larsen, W Watson.

Bowling 0

=~
CO0—~0O =~y
£ paspus=

Bﬁnd

P OO —==20
OCwo—=no 8

LS
& - 0

(six wickets-47.)

l
I
Banerjee L

[aju
Tendulkar
Srikkanth 1
Result : New Zealand won
by four wickets.
Man -of-the -match: Mark
Greatbatch.

Milnars league
decider today

Sports Reporter
The last match of the
Milnars First Division cricket
super league between Udity
Club and Victoria Sporting
Club to decide the champi-
will be held today at

ecco—-0OpR
*RERESR™
CONOOWOE

e
10
1
1.

onship
the Dhanmondl Cricket
Stadium.

Udity, who won their three
super league encounters, are a
step ahead of Vicioria, who
have collected four points from
three matches.

Both teams managed 16
points frem the ten team frst
league, which concluded last
month.

Roqibul Hassan will lead
Victoria while his son, Sajid,
will play for Udity Club.

Victoria lost Lo Udity Club
in the {irst league encounter.

Should Ualty lose today, the
teams will meet again In a
play-ofl to decide the title.

PERTH, Mar 12:
Australia’s dream
of defending the
World Cup cric-
%mnd* ket title they won
in Calcutta in
1987 died Wednesday night
when the Australians were
beaten by 48 runs by Pakistan
at the WACA Ground, reports

AP.
The deleat left Australia in

eighth position in the nine-na-
tion championship after losing
four of their first six matches.
Barring a mathematical mira-
cle, the Australians will not
make the semifinals.

Australian captain Allan
Border blamed his team's
demise on a gruelling summer
schedule and a lack of prepa-
ratipn.

Border believes the Test
series against India and the
triangular World Serfes tour-
nament drained the Australian

team’s intensity before the
first ball was bowled in the

World Cup.
"l think that is it. | don't
think there is any chance for

us now”, Border said. #

"It would be a travesty if we
did sneak {nto the semifinals
and the only thing for us to do
is to try and salvage something
f[rom the next two matches,”

Australia began the tourna-
ment as a red-hot favourites,
but Border said the players
were not mentally toned-in to
their task,

"I don't like to make ex-
cuses, but there was a flatness
to our preparation and we
didn’t go into the Cup full of
beans,” he said.

‘We just didn't hit our
straps (top form) with bat or
ball.

"Everyone is flat and they
just couldn’t preduce the good
cricket we have been produc-
ing over the past four years."

Australia . next face

Zimbabwe in Hobart on
Saturday, while Pakistan play
Sri Lanka in Perth on Sunday
with renewed hope of making
Lthe semis.

Captain Imran Khan be-
lleves Pakistan will still re-
quire some good fortune to ad-
vance.

"We have an outside chance,
but we have got to win our last
two matches t Sri Lanka
and then New Zealand,” Imran
said.

"It is very difficult and there

Aussie failure
won't hurt gates

SYDNEY, Mar 12: The al-
most certain absence of de-
fending champion Australia
from the World Cup semifinals
will have a minimal eflect on
tournament finances, offlicials
said Thursday, reports AP.

Australia has lost four of ils
six matches to date and needs
a mathematical miracle to
progress.

- "We'd rnther Australia was
in the semiflinals, but because
of pre-sales and bookings our

budget will be fine,” said World
Cup committee joint- chair-
man Malcolm Gray

The final on March 25 at
the 108,000-capacity
Melbourne Cricket Ground is
still expected to be a scllout,
even though Australia won't be
defending its title.

"We are nearly sold out,’
Gruy said. "We're really happy
with the way things are going.
Nothing will change with

Australia not being there.”
With a home semiflinal at

Eden Park in Auckland on
March 21, New Zealand's suc-
cess has been a boost for ticket
sales for that game and other
matches involving the Kiwis

‘It's certainly helped sales
in New Zealand,” Gray said.

’W e were too flat': Border

arec so many other perfor-
mances by other teams that
can aflect us.

"It is hard enough concen-
trating on our own matches.”

Pakistan made 220 for nine
in the match, then dismissed
Australia for 172.

Moin, Sohail,
Whitney fined

PERTH, Mar 12: Three
players were fined Wed
night after a series of nlggl:hl'?
incidents during the Wor
Cup cricket match between
Australia and Pakistan at the
WACA Ground, reports AP.
‘akistan duo Aamir Sohail
and Moin Khan and Australian
fast bowler Mike Whitney be-
came the first players in the
lournament to breach the new
international Code of Conduct

P i i V5 550
and severely reprimanded
alter incidents marred the
match, which Pakistan won by
48 runs to virtually end
Australia's hopes of defending

thei hip.
Al the Barges were heard
by thc Cudt of Conduct

Commissioner, former
Western Australian Sheflield
Shield captain Wally Langdon.
Moin and Whit were re-
ported by South Alfrican um-
pire Karl Liebenberg and his
Indian counterpart Pilloo
Reporter during an acrimo-

‘Ha o }"Ef'lmgtﬂlﬂﬂ

e two pla
embroiled in a heated ex-
change in the final over and
moved toward each other be-
fore being separated by the
umpires and teammates.
Sohail was reported by
Liebenberg for dissent alter
dupumz:: offictal’'s decision
to turn an appeal against



