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Pourashava polls
next month likely

Pourashava election thro-

ughout the country is likely o
be held next month. The

schedule is expected to be
announced soon. Official
sources sald yesterday that the
Ministry concerned has al-
ready given clearance to the
Election Commission to hold

polling in B5 of the total 104
Pourashavas in the country,

reports UNB.

Fire damage
jute

By Staff Correspondent

A fire on a private barge
damaged 1000 bale of jute,
Fire Service sources said. They
said that M V Mahfuz of Dhaka
Jute Mills caught fire at 2-44
pm Thursday near the
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Bridge on the river Buriganga.

30 injured in
Sirajgang

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 12: At
lcast 30 people were injured
today when a passenger bus
tumbled into a roadside ditch
at Chowdhuripara Betgarl In
Ullapara upazila, 20 miles from
here. Witnesses saild the bus
skidded off the Dhaka-Bogra
highway and plunged into the
ditch when a truck was trying
to overiake it, reports UNB.
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WRONG VICTIM : Parents wailing over the body of their seven- day -old baby who
succumbed to suffocation that was police tear gas during a clash with DCC employees

yesterday.

Police, DCC employees clash

Tear gas kills

7-day-old baby

By Staff Correspondent

A seven-day old child dicd
of sulfocation when police
lobbed teargas shells on the
striking City Corporation em-
ployees who tried to barricade
the bypass road at Sayedabad
near the Swecper's Colony on
Thursday.

At least 50 people, includ-
ing four police personnel,
were also injured in a clash
between the employees,
mostly sweepers, and police at
around 11 am.

The employees' leaders
claimed at a press conference
in the afternoon that two more
children and two women were

killed and 100 others arrested
[rom the scene.

Police lobbed nearly 100
teargas shells which caused
the death of three minors and
two women, they claimed.

But police said that they
had arrested only 12 people
[rom the scene and lobbed 38
teargas shells to bring the un-
ruly sweepers under control.

Some 120,000 employees
of the country's four eity cor-

porations and 104
went on an indefinite alr!lke
from Monday, demanding im-
plementation of the national
pay scale for them.

Demra police said they
were attacked by the sweepers
when they tried to remove the
barricade.

The sweepers also damaged
several vehicles there, eyewit-
nesses said.

Police resorted to
lathicharge and lobbed teargas
shells to disperse the mob.

The employees alle that
the police, along with some
youths of that arcas entered
No. 14 Outfall of the colony
near Sayedabad and beat the
women and children during
the two-hour operation. The

lice, however, denied the al-

gation,

Soon after the incident,
several hundred sweepers,
both men and women,
marched with the body of the
infant girl and held a rally in
front of the National Press
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New BHP move to
~stall Tinbigha
transfer

CALCUTTA, Mar 12: BHP
has formed a coordination
committee with representa-
tives from various places of
North Bengal to actively moni-
tor the Tinbigha situation
since "eflorts were again un-
derway to transfer the corridor
to Bangladesh,” reports PTI

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the party General
Secretary Paras Dutta, who re-
cently visited Tinbigha, said
that il necessary the people of
Kuchlibari, cutting across all
political lines, would take up
arms and physically resist any
move to transfer the corridor.

Stating that although the
BJP dele gattun led by L K
Advanti, its meeling
with the E:m:rmll Aflairs and
Union Home Minister last
month suggested allernatives

to the transfer of ’I‘inhigha.\

Dutta said, "we are sorry that
the centre was taking steps to
transfer the land.”

Dulla also said that BJP will
not allow any su of South
Berubari, which had been
ordered following a sudden
demand from Bangladesh to
hand over the corridor.

Meanwhile, the West Bengal
Chiel Minister, Jyoti Basu,

See Page 12 Col B8
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Grand Reduction Sale
Of "than" dothes
At Fabric House

Dhaka New Market

| Due to winding up of “Than" doth department 15 1o 25%

| reductions are allowed from now |
| Please step into Fabric House”, Dhaka New Market without |
f:imnﬂm-wm:-mm
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Rohingyas are Myanmar citizens

Bangladesh has brushed
aside reports emanating from
Yangon saying that Myanmar
refugees coming into Bang-
ladesh since Lthe middie of last
year are ‘fllegal immigrants in
that country, reports BSS

A Foreign Oflice press re-
lease also discounted reports
from Yangon that historically
there has never been any
Rohingya race and sald such
reports about the Myanmar
refugees are simply devoid of
truth.

The press rcicase gave a
detalled background of the sit-
uation and said the Govern-
ment of Bangladesh is cons-
irained to put the whole
scenario in perspective and
nlace the historical facts be
inre intermational community.

Referring to the Influx of
the Myanmar refugees, the

press release pointed out that
Rohingya Muslims were also
[orced to leave their hearths
and homes once belore iIn
1978 when three lakhs of
them took shelter in Bang-
ladesh.

Seventy per cent of these
people had the first category
Myanmar Htﬂtﬂ:hlgc“nd more
than two lakhs of people
were ultimately taken back by
the Myanmar government.

This time also, the press
said, in spite of the fact that
the citizenship certificates and
documents of many refugees
were forcefully taken away by
the Myanmar security forces, a
large number of them have
been able to bring these doc
uments which are avaflable for
inspuction by anybody.

The press rclease referred
to reports from Yangon thal

Yangon distorting
facts : Dhaka

the “very name Huhln?l s a
creation of a group of Insur-
gents in the Rakhine state and
stnce the first Anglo-Myanmar
war in 1824, people of Muslim
faith from the adjacent country
fllegally entered Myanmar
Naing -Ngan, particularly Rak-
hine state” and said such
information is aimed al creat-
ing misgivings about the status
of Myanmar refugees.

The press release pointed
out that the Arakan province
(which has been renamed by
Myanmar government as
Rakhine province) came under
the influence of Indian Sub-
continent in the ML cunlury
and Arakan was made a part of
unified Myanmar ih |1th cen-
tury and later in the 15th
century Arakan became an In-
depcndent kingdom under the
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PM goes to US Mar 17

Refugees to
figure In
Bush-Khaleda
talks

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will pay a five-day
visit to the United States [rom
March 17 at the invitation of
President George Bush, it was
oflicially announced here yes-
ierday, reports UNB.

This will be the first bilat-
cral visit by the head of the
government of Bangladesh to
the US.

A Foreign Oflice spokesman
today Regum Zia will have
ide-ranging

President Bush on bilaleral
matters, regional and interna-
tional issues of common con-
CCTTL.

The Myanmar refugec issuec
will figure prominently at the
discussion between the two
lcaders to be held at the While
House on March 19.

The refugee problem that

poses a threat to the stability .

of the region have two alarm-
See Page 12 Col 7

talks with

Myanmar under Erowing_prcssurg_

Indonesia, Pakistan
express concern

UNDATED, Mar 12
Pressure on Myanmar over the
exodus of its Muslim minority
toc Bangladesh grew today with
Indonesia stating publicly its
concern over the reflugces’
plight. reports AFP.

Indonesia, the world s most
populous Muslim nation,
joined Malaysia, Singapore
and Thailand in appealing to
Myanmar to resolve the prob-
lem, and

their s ‘on the issue.

Foreign Minister Ali Alatas,
quoted In the Jakarta [Post
ncwspaper, asked Yangon lo
‘deal with the fundamental
questions that have led to the
flow of refugees into neigh
bouring countries.’

Problems inside Myanmar
were essentially its internal al-
fairs, Alatas said.

‘But the recent develop-

‘ments show that the situation

inside Myanmar has carried

_ Myanmar oflict

over into some international
dimensions and tends o have
an adverse effect on the peace
and stability in Southeast Asia,
Alatas said.

ASEAN members usually do
notl criticise Ltheir neighbours’
domestic politics, but are
speaking out against Myanmar
as they see Yangon's alleged
persecution of Muslims as
destabilising for the region.

Redter sayw: senior
made a rare
foray (rém their military-eon-
trolled country on Thursday
amid growing trouble with
once (riendly neighbouring
states over Yangon's expulsion
of thousands of its Muslims.

Foreign Minister Ohn Gyaw
and Interior Minister Phone
Mynt arrived in Bangkok to
meet Thai and Laos officials to
discuss the drug problem.

The infamous 'Golden
Triangle’ straddling their joint

Sce Page 12 Col 6

Poverty alleviation to begin
from villages : Khaleda

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday inaugu-
rated a two-day national work-
shop on rural poverty with a
call for waging struggle
against poverty to consolidate
the hard-earned democracy
and give it a permanent shape,
reports BSS.

"Economic democracy s
the key to political democ-
racy,” she said adding "that is
why we are talking about
establishment of economic
democracy side by side politi-
cal democracy.”

Held under the aegis of
Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS),
the inaugural session was
chafred by Planning Minister
A M Zahiruddin Khan. The
function was also addressed by
acting Director General of
BIDS Dr M R Khan and study
and workshop coordinator Dr
Hossain Zillur Rahman.

Dr Mahbub Hossain, former
Director General of BIDS, pre-

sented a paper on 'Rural
Economy and Poverty
Alleviation'.

Begum Zia said ty alle-

viation "is our political com-

mitment” and added “our
commitment will only be ful-
filled when we shall be able to
prevent was of human effi-
ciency, experience, skill and

wer”, She said: "Il we want
to break the circle of pover
we have to start from the vil-
lage. The villages and people
living there will be our focal
point of development.”

The Prime Minister said
that poverty was impeding the
process of our desired devel-
opment. She said poverty was
an obstacle to social peace,
discipline and harmony. She
said if a vast segment of the
people in the society remained
poor and rootless the impact
of it was bound to aflect other
sections. "This (n turn will
spoil the image of the whole
nation,” she added.

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment had given top priority to
the alleviation of poverty in the
current five-year plan period.
She said the formula to attain
this objective was development
of human resources lhmu h
generating employment.
said poverty could not be re-
moved without employment.

She said her government
had taken the initiative to
sprecad education to create
awareness among the people.
She said primary education
had been made compulsory
while mass educatfon pro-

had been geared up.
She said rural primary health
care and [amily planning pro-
gramme had been identified as
high priority sector. “Thesc
two scctors have universally
been accepted as indispens-

able parts l:rf poverty allevia-

- tion”, she added.

The Prime Minister said
that the government had
adopled a new strategy for de-
velopment in the Fourth Five
Year Plan period where devel-
opment would take place
through partnership.

Begum Zia the objec-
tive of the canal di pro-
gramme was 1o involve the ru-
ral poor with the development
activitics. She said canal dig-
ging have multi-purpose utili-
ties for poverty alleviation. She
said it would not only facilitate
increase of production through
expansfon of f{rrigation but

See Page 12 Col 6

Israel supplying Patriots to

WASHINGTON, Mar 12: The
Bush administration is investi-
gating intelligence reports that
Israel may have secretly sup-
plied a US Patriot missile or
its technology to China, it was
reported Thursday, says AP.

The Washington Times said
a senfor administration official
conlirmed the investigation
and said inquiries have been
made to Israel about it. The of-
ficial, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said the United
States has not secen the missile
in China or determined abso-
lutely that the missile or com-
ponents of it are there, the
Times said.

There have been earlier re-
ports that Israel contributed to
China's missile programme,
Military analysts say [srael in
recent years has sold China
tanks, aircraft technology and
electronics.

China's defense industry is
considered to be among the
world's best at reverse engi-
neering, or acquiring technol-
ogy by studying a finished
product, US officials fear that
China will develop counter-
measures that will render the
Patriot ineffective against
Chinese ballistic misstles.

The Times said senior
Pentagon and State

Department officlals are con-
sidering whether to send a
team of US inspectors to Israel
to count the US Patriots de-
ployed there.

Currently, China {s develop-
ing new surface-to-air missiles,
China has sold missfles 1o scv-
eral of Israel's Arab neigh-
bours, including Saudi Arabia,
Iran and Iraq, and has dis-
cussed a sale with Syria, Isracl
has been expected to agree to
{ncrease its military technol-
ogy transfers to China on the
condition the technology not
be passed on to the Arabs.

AFP adds: The US House of
Representative overwhelm-

China, suspects Washington

ingly voted Wednesday to over-
ride a presidential veto of a bill
that would tie renewal of
China’s Most-Favoured -Nation
(MFN) trading status Lo
progress on human rights,
arms control and trade.

The House voted 3567 to 61
to override the presidential
veto. The measure now goes to
the senate, where a veto over-
ride bid Is not expected to
muster the required two-
thirds majority.

President George Bush ear-
lier vetoed the bill that would
have tied renewal ol China's
MFN status lo progress in its
human rights record, restric-

tions on missile proliferation
and in opening. the Chinese
market wider to US goods.

Bush has imposed 24 vetoes
since he took office in 1988
and Congress has failed to
override a single one.

"The béhaviour of China has
not improved,” argued House
Ways and Means Committee
Chairman Dan Rostenkowsk|,
an [linois Democrat, "How can
the President credibly argue
that the current approach is
working.”

Wednesday's House vole on
the bill was slightly more
[avourable to Bush than the
409-21 margin when the bill

was passed in November. The
Scnate passed the measure last
month on a 59-39 vote, eight
votes short for a veto override.

Since November, the issue
of China's MFN has remained
dormant and efforts by the
Congress to revive it now ap-
pear aimed at embarrassing
the Bush administration during
an clection year

China has also come under
fire for restricting the flow of
US products China while its
trade surplus with the United
States was projected to have
totalled 18 billion dollars last
ycar, aceording lo congres-
sional statistics.
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NZ, England
keepwmnmg

SYDNEY. Mar
Zealand scored a Fnur*wthﬂ
win over India Wednesday to
maintain their perfect record
in the World Cup cricket tour-
nament while England edged
South Africa to clinch a semi-
final spot, reports AP.

scored a dramatic
three-wicket win at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground off
the penultimate ball of a rain
reduced match.

South Africa scored 238 for
four from their 50 overs and
the rain refjuction left un-
beaten Englard requiring 226
from just 41 overs

Alec Stewart, pushed up to
open the Innings in the ab-
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Govt wants to
widen gap
between
JS sessions

Star Report

The government feels that
the constitutional provision of
convening the Jattya Sangsad

([parliament] aller every two
months should be revised so
that the ministers can devote
more time (o administration, a
highly placed source said
Thursday.

The proposed revision will
require an amendment to the
Constitution which can be
done only when two-thirds of
the 330 parlltament members

| vote in [aveur.

The source, specaking on
condition of anonymily, said
that the government would
hold talks with the Opposition
on the planned amendment.

The government plans to
propose that parlfament meets
cvery three months.

. The existing provision of
parliament’'s sitting every two
months came under the 12th
Amendment to the

See Page 12 Col 2

Hasina urged
to withdraw
Montu's
suspension

By Staff Correspondent

A three-member delegation
of Dhaka district unit of the
Awami League yesterday met
with AL chief Sheikh Hasina
and requested her to withdraw
the luipcnniun order of
Mostafa Mohsin Montu.

The Morntu-led faction of
the unit held a meeting
Wednesday alternoon at the
party central office and de-
cided to send the delegation to
the party chief to convey the
request on behalf of the Dhaka
district unit.

Hasina gave a patient hear-
ing to the delegation and as-
sured them of conveying the
request to the AL's Central
Working Committee for deci-
sion, sources said.

UNB adds: The delegation
members were also learnt to
have apologized to Hasina on
behalfl of Montu and requested

Sece Mage 12 Col B

No new sanction
for canal

digging
Government has ordered its
district level administration to
withhold issuing sanction for
digging canals in some special
cases under the canal digging
programme, during the cur-

rent season, reports UNB.
The order takes effect from

Thursday.

When contacted officials at
Prime Minister's Secretariat
said the deadline for complet-
ing works under the canal
digging programme during
the current scason expire
with the Bengali calender
month of Chaitra.

The order is applicable only
to those cases where digging
operation has not even started

All Deputy Commissioners
have been asked to step sup-
plying wheat against sanc-
tioned projects where digging
not yet started.



