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The Pentagon Document

A broad position paper of the US Defence

De nt on the country's role in the post-
CoEI‘%na‘rc:m. now said to be in its final draﬂlnﬁ

may not necessarily turn out to be the fina

statement of the Bush Administration on
subject. However, it is certain to have a major
impact, perhaps even a decisive one, on the pol-
icy direction of Washington on a whole of
issues, from the size ol the US armed forces to
the country's attitude towards Japan and
Germany on the question of their possible mas-
sive rearmnament.

J by whatever has been revealed by The
New York Times, the document provides a new
insight into the current US thinking. But it is
also not without many disturbing implications.

The basic premise which determines the
overall approach and, indeed, specific recom-
mendations, is that in entering a new era, mark-
ing the end of superpower rivalry. the United
States must be prepared to undertake new chal-

. virtually on its own, militarily rather than

ally, to ensure that no new superpower or

even ng#lnr regional powers emerge on the
scene. This means that instead of working to-
wards collective internationalism that marked
the western strategy at the end of the Second*
World War, Washington may be ready to lay down
the rules, even unilaterally, in dealing with any
crisis, bilateral or multilateral, anywhere in the
world. In the pursuit of such an objective, the
choice of method remains with Washington, like
boarding North Korean ships allegedly delivering
Scud missiles to Syria and Iran, a move that The
New York Times says would be "an act of war."
Again, while Washington must rightly do every-
thing in its power to prevent proliferation of nu-
clear weapons, it is far from clear how it would
act against any country which develops nuclear
capability for non-peaceful purposes. The thought
that Washington would launch a preemptive at-
tack on such a country and risk a nuclear war is
frightening. In the opinion of Pentagon,
Wash on must also remain sensitive to the
"potentially destabilising effects” in East Asia if
apan Korea assume enhanced roles as re-
fonal powers, maintain a strong presence in

TO and should not rule out tary steps” to
prevent the development of mass weapons in
countries like Iraq. North Korea, Pakistan and
India. In order to play such a role, the role of a
world policeman, the United States should sup-
port a 1.6 million-man force over the next five
years, at a cost of about 1.2 trillion dollars. There
is little doubt that this massive pro d defence
expenditure will set the pace for other countries
in Europe, Middle East and Asia to maintain the
g]rtsenl level of their defence budgets, even if

ey can be persuaded not to raise it. So, herein
goes the {llusion that nations, rich and poor,
would now cut their mili expenses and divert
their saving to development purposes.

The document apparently makes no mention
of a possible enhanced role for the United
Nations in the changed situation. Similarly, it says
little or nothing about close consultation be-
tween the US and its allies to pave the way for
‘Inlnt political measures in time of crisis. Finally,
t sees no need for the renewal of North-South
dialogue in which Washington could indeed play a
pivotal role.

In its present form, the Pentagon document
offers little hope of a new world er that will be

.qualitatively different from the one we have
known for all these decades. At this stage, one
hope is that the enlightened public opinion in the
United States, especially the Congress, would like

to see their country play a role that is based

more on global co-operation than on sheer armed

strength, more as a custodian of peace than as a

policeman of the world. The international com-

munity would be behind this enlightened public
opinion in the United States, when it takes its

position against the Pentagon document.

Bhutan-Bangladesh
Joint Venture

Bhutan is keen to establish fn!nt ventures with
Bangladesh. This was disclosed by visiting
Bhutanese minister for Trade and Industry
npo Om Pradhan in Dhaka on Tuesday last.
ere is no reason why desh should not
reciprocate in matching terms to the Bhutanese
offer. After all, these two countries have between
them several things common. First, as neigh-
bours, they find themselves at the bottom of the
list of nations prepared by the United Nations
based on economic and other vital national
statistics. Second, both the nations are members
of the South Asian Association for Regional Co-
ration (SAARC). Finally, the two nations with
ir deficiencies in certain resources and sur-
plus in others stand to benefit mutually.

Given such a strong premise, the interest
shown by the Bhutanese side in exploring areas of
co-operation in joint ventures in the two coun-
tries should be read as a further positive devel-

ment in the already warm relations between

em. On its part, Bangladesh has the advanta-

ﬁus position in offe some of its ertise in

ustrialisation effort hutan. Cement industry

is one such area where the two nations have ex-

ssed their willingness to co-operate. Rich in

ber, Bhutan offers a nice opportunity for

esh to import the item to meet the lat-

ter's demand. Then, perhaps, manpower

from h can richly contribute to Bhutan's
agriculture, particularly fruit cultivation.

In fact, areas of joint venture are not limited if
the governments of the two countries decide in
favour of expanding the horizon. Hopefully, the
current visit of the Trade and Industry Minister
of Bhutan will provide a new impetus to the col-
laborative effort towards that end. The important
point is to begin the process and provide it with
all the necessary supports.

One sore that still remains, however, is
the lack of improvement in the regional political
climate com to the global one. anﬁn the
framework of a more liberal but stronger SAARC,
such bilateral as well as multilateral co-operation

— be it in joint ventures, trades or elsewhere—

could indeed a new momentum. That has not
“happened as yet at the desired level But then
bilateral ents can be both the cause

and effect of greater regional co-operation. In
that ﬁm lh? c;arcnt wavelength of the two
coun ave found a m lace — hopef

- for further expansion. Sy el

HE British pariiamen-
lu'Ldeheﬂunl. he -
du to be held this

T

Yyear, are round the
corner. are expected to
be taki either in April or

llthr:hlthq.ThEtm
main parties involved in a tus-
sle for the votes of the elec-
torate, the Conservative

tion Labour Party. have begun
campaigning in earnest and
the smaller opposition party,
the Liberal Democrats, is also
following suit. In fact. the
Liberal Democrats are offering
the only radical alternative to
both the Torles and Labour.

They propose electoral and
constitutional reforms neces-

Pady Ashdown, 1o bring about

siderably large Asian commu-
nity in Britain could be very

crucial in what is expected 0
be an extremely close gencral
election. The oppesition
Labour Party claims to have
won the support of most
Asians so far. However, the
Conservatives have also been
themselves as the

so important by the Asian
community. At present, there
are close to two million Asians
in Britain and they are held in
very high esteem in many ways
by British politicians. Of
course, the Asians have been
pllyirlf their role in the poli-
tics of this country for ages.
The first Asian was elected to
the House of Commons one
hundred years when the
community numbered a few
thousand at the most. In 1987,
there were four Asjans electetd
to the House of Commons and

* Labour left-winger

The Changing Role of Asian
Voters in British Elections

to the best estimate of political analysts in Britain, the chances are that the

Sagar Chaudhury writes from London

number of Asian MPs will

double at the forthcoming elections. There may be as many as three on the Labour benches and the Conservative
have their first Asian MP since 1908. The Asians are still quite under-represented in the British political arena,
is certainly scope for improving the situation considerably.

under-represented in
British political arena, but
there is certainly scope for
improving the situation con-

Mr Narendra Makanji, a
and a leader
of the party’'s Coloured sec-
tions, believes that with
greater determination this un-
der-representation can cer-
tainly remedied. According
to him. most political parties
in Britain seem to harbour the
misapprehension that putting
Coloured candidates up for
elections are like backing
wrong horses, although the
Coloured and/or Asian people

are determined to take their
proper place in the politics of
this country, They feel — and
no doubt with some truth —
that there can be no real free-
dom without adequate political
representation.

Tough Obstacles

Asians keen on getting such
representation., however, must
cross some tough obstaclés.
Quite a few of the Asian politi-
cians — be to one camp
or the other — feel, not with-
oul reason perhaps, that there
is a degree of subtle racism
prevalling in the political sys-
tem in this country, which
succeeds, o some extent, to
make Asians chary of entering
politics. Most of them have not
the stomach for it and prefer
to keep themselves from being
direc involved. This ac-
counts for the relative absence
of Astans from political life
which In turn makes it more
difficult for the parties to at-
tract the Asian vote,
records show that the
of them voted Labour at the
last election. The Conser-
valtives also have been
assiduously trying to make
headway among the ethnic

communities and o persuade
Asian millionaires — of whom
there are quite a few in Britain
— to contribute to the party
coffer. The Tory hierarchy
have apparently come to re-
alise — albeit belatedly — the
value of the role played by the
Asian community in the econ-
omy of this country and they
are now trying to woo the
Asian business people and to
give them a feel that their con-
tributions are being recog-
nised.

However, it is probably
wiser not to assume that the
wealthy Asian entrepreneurs
represent the wider commu-
nity. In fact. whether business
people are Asian or non-Asian,
White or non -White, every-
where they always support the

rty which, according to their
calculations. is a sure winner.
If the statistics of the last par-
liamentary elections are to be
taken into account. the Asian
commnunity in Britain voted by
the large for Labour, and it Is
no doubt enigmatic that a
community which puts wmso
much emphasis on private en-
terprise, thrift and the family
should generally support a
left-of -the centre party. Some

Labour leaders are fond of de-
scribing this as a legacy of the
40's, when a Labour govern-
ment gave independence to
india and Pakistan. On the
other hand, the Conservatives
clatm that the Asians are now
reassessing their political loy-
alties, because they are finding
that the ideclogy of the
Emmullurym:m
their own phflosophy of life.
On the surface at least. this
claim may have some kernel of
truth in it An average Asian
values personal freedom. wants
o own or a business
and does not care for any one
having to tell him what to do.
Conservative leaders declare
that their party is very con-
ducive to these ideas or senti-
ments. and that is why more
and more Aslana are now
leaning towards the Conserva-

tive Party.
Opinion Polls

Labour leaders, however,
dispute this claim. point
out that an opinion poll taken

the Asian commu a
few months ago suggested

Labour supporters
outnumbered Conservative

supporters by four to one.
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According to them. most
Asians in Britain o the

working ciass who Tousy”

jobs. are and hawve
te suffer r working
conditions. part of the

Asian eommunity which - may
be said to fit the description of
middie-class and middle-
income group s only the tip of
the iceberg and even the so-
caliled middle class have been
seriously afiected by Tory
policies like the Poll Tax

T'd ke to stress
40% of the National
Health Services s run by mi-
norities. Twenty -five per cent
of the GPs are Asian The
community is looking to peo-
ple who are in the political
mainstream to actually stress
the positive aspects of our
community. and ask : Why is it
that there are 44.000 people
on public bodies and so few of
them are Asians? That's a sad
fact indeed. The Astans have so
much to contribute, yet they
are never encouraged to con-
tribute or sit on these bodies.”
That is a moot question
which will have to be answered
by whoever forms the next
Government in Britain.
The writer is a Producer,
BBC World Service, London.

Vietnam — Mixing Capitalism with Communism

Stephen Carr writes from Jakarta

Now that Vietnam can no longer purchase goods from the former Soviet Union, it must
look elsewhere to take advantage of international markets. Its options are limited by a
continuing embargo by the United States, but other nations, such as Indonesia, are
prepared to deal with the impoverished communist country. Gemini News Service reports
on how Vietnam is learning to mix its socialist ideology with capitalist practicality.

[ETNAM is caught in a

strange trading posi-

tion. It has lost its client
status with the former Soviet
Union and Eastern Bloc., but
the United States is still
enforcing its trade embargo
with the communist Vietna-
mese government.

Americans are forbidden by
their Trading With The Enemy
Act to deal with the Vietn-
amese, and the Southeast
Asian country must look else-
where for its international
markets and suppliers.

While the government em-
braces communist ideology. it
has seen that blind socialism
should not stand in the way of
reforms to a struggling econ-
omy. The country needs capi-
tal, and for that it needs capi-
tal, and for that it needs for-
eign trade and investment

Vietnam's long border, ex-
tensive coastline and navigable
rivers make it a natural trad
nation. It has fertile soil
large mineral deposits, includ-
ing oil, natural gas,-iron ore,
bauxite, copper, chromium,
gold, and three billion tonnes
of coal.

Inland waterways and irri-
gation systems provide major
potential for sea and river
products, and hydro-electric
capacity is possible far beyond
existing levels. The country's
seven million hectares of for-
est, under threat of depletion
from agricultural pressures,
could be an important re-
source if well managed.

The Vietnamese also offer a
better educated and more
highly skilled labour force than
is typical for such a low in-
come society.

Now Vietnant is looking to-
wards its neighbours in the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations [ASEAN) as {its new
economic models, hoping one
day to join the group.

It would like to emulate the
economic success of Indo-
nesia, a country that has

rogressed a quarter-century

m the isolation and stagna-

tion that Vietnam endures.
Indonesia's anti-capitalist

ideology of the Sixties has
been replaced with a liberal
market economy, foreign in-
vestment, slashing of foreign
debt and reduction of inflation
into double figures.

In the mid-Eighties, trade

Vietnam
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Hong Kong 118 148
Philippines 8.0 1.0
Thakand 6.7 2.0
Germany i0 16.0
France 23 10.0
EC 78 no

was negligible between Indo-
nesia and Vietnam. Each year,
Indonesia sold less than 85
million worth goods 1to
Vietnam, and bought a little
more than $6 milllen worth
back.

But by 1990, Indonesia was
exporting fertiliser, cement,
pharmaceuticals, motorbikes,
tyres and foodstuffs worth $27
million. Vietnam sent back
$39 million worth of mostly
agricultural products, includ-
ing soya beans, groundnuts,
maize, green beans and garlic.

Both governments say this
trade is just the beginning of
what is possible.

Indonesian President
Suharto visited Vietnam 1is
1990, and a seminar to discuss

trading opportunities between
the two countries was organ-
ised for the following year in
Ho Chi Minh City. Their trade
ministers s agreements
on ecconomic, scientific and
technical co-operation.

Later in 1991, Viethamecse
Prime Minister Vo Van Kiet
visited Jakarta and signed
agreements with Indonesia on
air transport, merchant ship-
ping and the protection of for-
eign investments in Vietnam.

Protection of assets is one
of the main concerns of for-
eign investors in Vietnam. To
allay fears, the government
stated that enterprises with
invested foreign capital are in-
dependent units, free from
state interference to make
their own decisions on pro-
duction and marketing. profit
and loss.

Overtures to ASEAN, of
which the Indonesian effort is
a component, form part of a
much broader front in
Vietnamese foreign policy.

A Viethamese delegation

was at Switzerland's presti-
gious World Economic m

earlier this year to woo more

corporate and national invest-
ment.

Since drafting a new law on
foreign investment in 1987,
Vietnam has attracted in-
vestors from more than 30
countries who have promised
to invest more than $2 billon

in the country.
The co tition is made
easier for foreign investors

with the absence of American
bidders, although it is possible
the US ¢ cold be lified.
The US has set conditions
on the embargo's removal that
and democracy must be
restored to Cambodia. United
Nations peacekeeping troops
are now in Cambodia, after the
country's warring factions
signed a peace treaty last year.
"Progress” must also be
made on investi the fate
of more than 2,000 American

Sir, Chhatni is a remote vil-
lage in Adamdighi upazila un-
der Bogra district. It is per-
haps the biggest village in the
upazila in respect of popula-
tion. Because of its remoteness
both from the upazila and the
district headquarters, it can-
not easily court with the offi-
cials or lopment planners.
As a result the village is not
recefving its due share of
grants for rural development.
However, the village saw some
development over the past
years; and the eredibility for
such a development goes to its
active and enthusiastic people
first and then to the govern-
ment.

The village has a high
school, a sub-post office, a
Railway flag station. The small
bazaar that sits everyday is the
centre of economic activity.
The locally produced mat
(Patt) is the principal com-
modity for t which is also
the Railway's principal source
of revenue here. We urge the
government to arrange for loan

for growers and weavers of
mat, “as is given to textile
weavers. There is a possibility
of tremendous growth in this
sector if governmental care is
given which can also solve un-
employment problem to a good

extent.

Santahar, a three-mile walk
from the village, is the closest
town to the north. People go to
the town for schooling, shop-
ping, and for medical treat-
ment. But the connecting
katcha road remains muddy far
about 7/8 months round the
year when people suffer most.
We always cherished to have a
bitumen road to make the pas-
sage easy speclally for those
patients requiring immediate
medication. There {s a veteri-
nary dispensary which remains
closed for reasons unknown.
The village also feels the need
of a dispensary-cum-mini-
hospital and rural electrifica-
tion for its 15000 population.

We have tried in vain to im-
plement these works in the
past. We hope the present
democratic government will
take up the matter seriously
and expedite its efforts for the

uplift of those people who are
striving hard to develop them-

selves
Lé‘gnt Hussain
Adamdighi, Bogra

Too cold winter

Sir, It's utter surprising
and unbelievable! Someone on
ecarth has to come up with an
explanation over the apparent
absence of sh at the
last World Winter Olympics in
France. The reason being lack
of Olympic standard may not
simply be convincing enough.

As Bangladesh is well
known for her sports enthusi-
asm and participations in the
international competitions,
prospects for her winter

sports may not be as negative

as appear to be.
By any probability, the pos-
sibility of up ing her sports

standard wi depend on
the right training for the "right
stufl’” among 110 million
Bangladeshis ting many
international laurels.

M Rahman

Zlla School Road, Mymensingh -

servicemen unaccounted for
after the war. A US team was
sent to Hanol last year 10 work
on the sensitive issue, but re-
sults are yet to be seen.

Meanwhile, Indonesian
conglomerates have already
been licensed to pursue five
joint ventures with Vietnam. to
set up a bank, a coal company,
a garment factory, an air ser-
vice and an agricul-
tural/industrial concern.

Many other arcas have been
identified by Lhe Vietnamese
government as suftable for
Indonesian participation.
During a recent pitch to the
Indonesian business commu-
nity to invest in his country,
Vietnam's commercial attache
in Jakarta admitted that hotels
at home are in a woeful state,

“In many important centres
they are bad enough to dis-

courage even the hardiest visi-

tors.” Ngo Khac N said.

Indonesia has been develop-
ing its tourist trade for the
past 20 years, and Vietnam
feels some of its experienced
hotel tors are well placed
to help upgrade hotels that
have suffered decades ol ne-
glect. The Indonesian Astra
and Summa group is preparing
hotel renovation projects, as
well as ventures in coal mining
and cement production.

Vietnam also wants Indo-
nesian help to train tourist
industry personnel. air crew
and flight technicians. and for
the two countries to open
more air routes between them.
Upgrading airports and
seaports and improving air

¢ control equipment are

other likely areas of future co-
operation.

In oil and gas exploration,
Vietnam needs management

expertise and technical ex-
changes which Indonesia can
provide. Petroleum earnas
Indonesia 680 per cent of its
foreign earnings. and it is the
world s largest exporter of
natural gas.

Commercial oil exploration
began in Vietnam in 19868 and
current production Is more
than 2 5 million tonnes a year.
Indonesia's state ofl company
is now making a feasibility
study of two of Vietnam's ofl-
shore fields.

There is competition from
other nations considering
massive investment in the
country's natural resources: a
Japanese p is bidding for a
billlon-dollar eofl refinery pro-
ject, and a German group is
considering investing in a sim-
llarly expenstve iron ore mine.

Vietnamese leaders are
hoping this new ecconomic
Erugmntism in place of ideo-

gically motivated state plan-
ning will transform the coun-
try inte another southeast
Asian success story.

STEPHEN CARR has lived
in Southeast Asia for many
years reporting for magazines
and newspapers in London,

New York. Singapore, Sydney,
Barngkok and Jakarta

OPINION

Many letters have been
written about the telephone
department and its careless at-
titude towards subscribers, be
it service, rates or billing. A lot
has been said about the service
and billing without yielding any
remarkable {improvement.
Complaints of fictitious bills
and telephones remaining out
of order for days on end, are
commonly heard. But so far
hardly has been said
about the unreasonable rates
being charged by this depart-
ment.

Recently, | visited Germany
and England and very carefully
[ went through a few tele-
phone bills of these countries
and the rate schedules. | found

that the telephone department
in Bangladesh is very unrea-
sonably compelling subscribers
to pay for the time that has not
been used. For example, bills
for ISD telephones in both
England and Germany (and |
presume in most other coun-
tries of the world), are
charged on the basis of 'pulses’
rather than minimum time. A
call made to Bangladesh from
London for 8 min. 10 sec. is
charged for "179 pulses” i.e.
6.14 mins whereas the same
call in Bangladesh would be
charged for 7 minutes. In
Bangladesh, charging the call
@ Tk 100/- per minute would
amount to Tk 700 for the said
call. In England, charging @
£7/- per minute, the same call
would cost £ 6.10 only. If
British Telecom would charge
on the same basis as that of
Bangladesh, the same call
would cost £ 7/-.

Sometimes when a sub-
scriber dials a number and for
some reason the call is not
established, the call is
recorded for say 10 secs. This
frustrated call would be
charged here for a full minute,
while in a similar case British
Telecom would charge only for

10 secs, L.e. 10 p (@£]1/- per

eque of fatled
connections from Bnnﬂ.duh

quite considerable (from
mnd. it is very rare] one
imagine

can how much

==

Bangladeshi subscribers are
compelled to pay for such ser-
vice failures. | had the oppor-
tunity of discussing this in
Germany and Sweden, too, and
everywhere | found the same
system of charging was in ef-
fect, i.e. charging for the exact
time used. rather than per
minute.

In all other countries, the
telephone rate schedule {is
pubﬂ:hcd regularly in very at-
tractive formats, for the bene-
fit of the subscribers, but such
Rate Schedule {s not available
at the T & T olflices in
Bangladesh. Therefore, sub-
scribers do not have any
knowledge as to on what basis
they are charging local and
NWD calls. As far as | under-
stand, and according to the
last d nt notificavon I
have seen, local calls are
charged on per call basis. But
sometimes when there has
been a high bill and sub-
scribers try to erniquire at the T
& T offices, they are told Lhat
local calls are also mctered,
therefore, if subscribers speak
for longer period, the charges
are made likewise. There is
logic in both. In many cities of
the world, as in London, call
charges within the city are on
time-basis, whereas in some
other cities like Singapore,
calls within the city arc abso-
lutely free. Whatever the basis,
this should be made known to
subscribers so thal may be
cautious. The T & T authoritics
may very ecasily print a Rale
Schedule on the siyle of
British Telecom, German
Telecom, or Emirate Tclecom.
These schedules may be pro-
vided to subscribers cither
free of cost or at a minimal
cost-recovery rate.

Rates of NWD calls vary at
different time of the day, peak
hours being from 9.00 am (o
4.30 pm. But whal assurance
do we have that Lthe melers are
adjusted regularly at the ap-
pointed time, or are the -
to do so? Il they are
~— it i» well and good; but if
this is done manually, God save
s
© Whatever it is, we have the

Telephone: Some Anomalies

right to know. Will the T& T
department
with the real [acts?

come forward

Finally, telephone is a very

essential medium of communi-
cation — as important today as
letters were tn the old days.
Who has not rcad the slory
the young girl to whom the
postman delivered a letter, but
which she returned as it was
too costly for her to accept {in
those days, the recipient had

of

to pay). When she was asked

why she returned the letter,

she replied that she and her
brother had an understanding:
if his letter was white, ft
mecant he was well. The British
Postal Department started the
Penny-post for the benelit of
the ordinary people. Today the
telephone has replaced the
letter to a great extent. It gives
gne a chance to take to near
and dear ones far away; many
an old ‘mother in a mofussil
town craves to talk to her son
who lives abroad, but she can-
not afford to do so because of
the high rates. She probably
thinks many times before call-
ing anyone living in a distant
part of the country, because
even domestic rates are high.
T & T being a service depart-
ment, should realise the agony
that such le go through —
introduce rates for over-
scas calls made at off-peak
hours when telephone lines
remain under-utilized. The
domestic half-rate should start
at 9.00 pm instead of 10.00
pm. This would give more
people the chance to make
more domestic calls. Similarly,
overscas calls should also be
half-rated at certain times of

the day or night. ~

1 take this opportunity of
drawing the attention of our
honourable Minister in Charge,
the Chairman, T & T Board,
and the honourable Members
of Parliament to take up this
matier and wake up the T& T
department and bring some
redress to the poor sub-

scribers and the tax-payers.
M. Chowdhury




