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From misery to misery

By Farid Hossain back from Cox's Bazar

Thousands of Rohingya
Muslims are arriving in

Bangladesh every day to live a
life of miscry with disease and

hunger spawned in -
nqulz‘d re camps. [Bul
they 't seem o care.

The are happy to
have what they say is a

systematic brutal oppression
by the Myanmar (Burmia) sol-
diers in Arakan, a predomi-
nantly Muslim province in

weslem

"We have the bar-
barians. Now in we
will be able 0 live In peace,”
said Gulfurasz , 50, who

reached Teknal t weekend
in a wooden boat cross-
ing the Nal river with 200
others.

Gulfuraz and her group from
Naikongdong village iIn
Arakan's Buthidong thana said
they trekked through forests
and mountains for six days to
reach

According to the refugees,
their number is increasing by

at least 5,000 a day as
Myanmar's mili govern-
ment has a pogrom

to purge Arakan of its predom-
tnant Muslim population of 3
million.

About 130,000 Rohingyas
have fled Arakan since the ex-

odus in March last year
and they all tell the same sto-
ries: the soldiers are con-

scripting the men for forced
labour, raping the women and
shooting those who disobey.

It s difficult to verify their
storics independently but the
grim statistics underiay the
refugcees’ hair-raising tales of
atrocilics. .

Dr Abu Hanifl at the Rabita

hospital near Duchiapalong
camp said treated a 2-
year-old boy for burn injuries
on the face. Vil rs who
brought the boy said soldicrs
poured hot water on him be-
cause the child was crying
while thcy wefe trying to rape
his mother at an Arakan village
NEar !
The atrocities are aimed at
cvieting the Rohingya Muslims
from the region that has been
their homeland since the 7th
century. They are called
Rohingyas, a term derived
from the ancient
namc of Arakan, an indcpen-
dent Muslim kingdom until
the |8th century.

The Rohingyas claim to be
the descendants of Arabs.
Moors, Pathans, Moguls and
Bangalees and speak a local di-
alect known as Rohingya, a
mixture of Arabic, Persian
Urdu and Bengali.

Persian was the official lan
guage of Arakan during thce
MusHm rule.

According to Rohingya his-

UNHCR appeals for funds
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the district authoritics oul of
local materials.

According to latest official
cstimates, | lakh 20 thousand
Myanmar Muslims have so far
crossced into DBan sh and
the unoffictal figure will run up
to 1 lakh 50 thousand.

The situation is worscning
as the influx is continuing at
the rate of 5,000 to 6,000 cv-
ery day.

Eleven camps have so [ar
been constructed in the dis-
tricts of Cox's Bazar and
Bandarban to accommodate
the reflugees, thousands of
whom are living on their own
under twig and peat shellers.

The World Health
Organisation has also donated
health kits for the refugeos.

(1SS rcports: Only a quarter
of the over 1,10,000 refugees
have been given shelter in a
total of ten camps in Cox's
Bazar and Bandarban districts,
an UNHCR press release said
here yesterday.

Nine of these camps are .

operative in Cox's Bazar and
one in Nafkhyanchhari under
Bandarban district. Besides
"thousands of people arc
putting up their own shelters
made of leaves and twigs,” the
press release added.

Narrating pitiable condition
of the refugees, the UNHCR
said as thousands of refu
are stranded on the mads:i;.t
awailing registration and shel-
ter, the UNHCR High
Commissioner Sadako Ogala
has requested the Government
for land to establish neccssary
additional camps.

The UNHCR press reclease
sald the request of Sadako
Ogata for land to establish ad-
ditional camps had been
placed before the Prime
Minister.

The UNHCR said she had
responded positively and a site
known as Nayapara has been
proposcd on the stretch of

torians Arakan was congquored
by Burmans in 1784 and con-
:Euenlly by Britain in 1824

by Burmans again in 1948
when Burma, the old name of
Myanmar, gained indepen-
dence. Since Lhen Lhe
Ro have been subjoctod
to religious and political dis-
crimination by Burmans, the
ruling community.

That's why the Myanmar
funta has now rencwed its
campaign against Rohingyas
saying, t are fllegal immi-
grants, a claim denounced by
the United Nations.

“The soldiers come and tell
us, you are Muslims. Go lo
your homeland’', Bangladesh,”
said Abul Hashem., a relugee.

To gain this objective
Myanmar, scems to be pursu-
ing a policy of persecuting the
Rohingyas so that they leave
their homes. ‘Conscription for
forced labour is a major com-

ponent ol this policy. |
This is refllected in Lhe

compesition of the refugcees,
majority of them being women
and children as many moen
have already boen conseriplord
oy I8 .

A
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Refugees waiting for shelter.

road between Cox's Bazar and
Tcknal. The UNHCR engincers
and walcr cxperts would wvisit
there on Thursday in order to
asscss the suitability of the
silc.

Ogala has cxpressed her
distress at the plight of the
refugees. She has also written
to the Myanmar authorities in-
forming them of the UN body's
concern. Though UNHCR has
no political mandate, the press
relcase quoted its Dircctor of
Regional Burcau for Asia and
Occania, Jamshid Anvar, stat-
ing al a press conference car-
lier this weck: "If every gov-
crnment in the world begins
tracing Lthe origins ol its ethnic
minorities Lo centuries ago and
scnding them back, we would
have complcte chaos.”

It also lauded the UNICEF's
role for ameliorating the water
problem. The UNICEF is run-
ning feeding centres in scveral
camps and distributed cight
medical kits. OXFAM has also
offecred to donate five metric
tonncs ol biscuits.

Considcring the continuing
influx of the refugees, the
Government is also planning to
construct a huge camp with

capacity to accommodale
100,000 ple.
BSS from Cox's Bazar re-

ports: Death toll in different
rcfugee camps here rose lo 35.
Seven persons diced during the
last threc days.

According to local authori-
ties over 25,000 people have
been attacked with various
discases like diarrhoea,
malaria, dysentery, and gas-
troenteritis.

According to refugces
reaching here, at least 10
Rohingyas were killed on
Friday last in a communal clash
with rival community at
Sikderpara in Mangdow lown-
ship.

BSS in Dhaka reports: The
Commission of the Europcan
Communities has approved a
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The practice of polygamy is
sild 1o be another reason of
women and children's out-
numbering the men. There are
men who have as many as 20
children from more than onc
wife.

Most ol the refugees are
landless poor with the middie
class and aflluent Rohingyas
staying behind.

They are impoverished,
hungry, disecased, mualnour
: and tlliterate. Nearly all
the children are unimmunized.

pity that Burma has

UNHCR watching the
caravans of homeless peopic
scattered alo the rugged
lains and hills stretching
Ukhia to Cox's Bazar,

The extreme poverty has
perhaps made Myanmar's lask
of eviction casfer.

The refugees arriving on
the mudd nks of Teknafl
take a lipﬂ break belore
climbing the Bangladesh hills,
hardly looking back at the land
they heft.

—Star photo

new grant of Taka 19.25 mil-
lion equivalent to ECU
390,000 to assist Bangladesh
in coping with the increasing
number of Myanmar refugees.

A prcss release of the
Delegation of the Commission
of the European Communitics
in Bangladesh said, the fund
will be placed with the UNHCR
tlo meet emergency require-
menis like shelter, water sup-
ply and sanitation in the
relugee camps.

AFP from Tokyo reports :
Japan {s considering helping
tens of thousands of Muslim
refugces who have [led
Myanmar to Bangladesh to
cscape alleged military op-
pression, a Japanecse Foreign
Ministry spokesman said yes-
terday.

"We are making our eflorts
to find out about the situation,
Foreign Ministry Prcss
Emtary Masamichi Hanabusa

We keep in touch with the
Bangladeshi and Myanmar
(Burmesc) governments in this
conneclion as well as the
UNHCR, he said.

Hanabusa said_Japan,
Myanmar's largest aid donor,
was following the matter with
scrious concern and waiting
for the UNHCR to make a rc-
port on proposals for assis-
tance Lo the refugees.

When the report {s made,
we will consider providing
help to the refugees in an ap-

propriale manner, the
spokesman said, adding that
the Japanese Red Cross al-

ready donated 9.4 million yen
(72,300 dollars) to the
International Red Cross for the
reliel of the refugees.

He did not elaborate on how
Japan would help the refugees.
UNHCR Sadako Ogata, a
Japanese, launched Monday an
L‘mcrg:nc}r international ap-
peal for 27.5 million dollars in
assistance,

Malaysia broke ranks with
other members of the
Association ol Southeast Asfan
Nations (ASEAN) over® the
weekend to scek and end o
the alleged military oppres-
sion.
UNB from Cox's Bazar says :
[Reliefl officials have registered
nearly 100,000 Rohingya
rcfugees from Myanmar uniil
Monday while about 30,000

new arrivals were still in the _

qucuc awaiting registration, of-
ficlals here sadd.

Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia at an Iftar party arranged by Army officers at the

— PID photo

_Senakunja yésterday.

Private limited cos
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Taka 850 lakh without prior
permission of the government.

Under the ncw proviston of
the law, excepling Lthe banks,
insurances and Lhe non-bank-
ing financial institutions, there
will be no restriction in with-

capital in casc of the
privalely owned limited com-
panics. However, in casc of
public lmited the
existing law will prevail.

As per the Act of 1947, any
company ired prior per-
mission I'mm:uum Controller of
Capital lssues for bonus
or right of share. The -
ment has ecxempted com-
r:nlell [rom this rule of the

w.

The provision for tlaking
prior permission as compul-

Golam Azam
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arc not al all afraid, but the is-
suc [trial) will nol remain con-
fincd to Golam Azam only,
rather it might beccome a
threal to the coumtry's cxis-
lence.”

Nizami, however, did nol
rule out the possibility of for-
cign involvement in trumpet-
ing the trial but did not spec-
ify.

Terming the party a ‘power
though little, Nizami said futile
attempts to agitatc peoplc
against the Jamaat would not
yicld any fruit to !

Nizami urged all to [ollow
the universal code of democ-
racy and called for united el-
forts to consolidate it.

Referring to the party's firm
beliefl in the democratic pro-
cess, the Jamaal leader said
that it did not have any ven-
detta against anyone, and
called upon all to do politics
[ollowing the universal rulcs
and norms of democracy.

He further added that the
Jamaat did not believe in the
politics of annihilation becausc
‘Prophet Muhammad and Islam
dircct us to think about the
welfarc of pcople’

Profl Yusuf Alt,
Quamruzzaman, Abdul Kader
Mollah, Sheikh Ansar A, Prof
Mujibur Rahman and Ali Ahsan
Mujahidee were among othcrs
present al the press conler-
CNee.

Indo-Bangla border

“meeting March 18

From Staff Correspondent

KIHULNA, Mar 9 : A Deputy
Director General (DDG) |
meeling between the
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and
the Border Securily Force
(BSF) will begin herc on March
18, ufficial sources said,

Brig Khairul Bashar will lead
the mecting on the part of
Bangladesh while Shankar Sen,
Additional Director General of
(BSF) Calcutta and Tripura will
lead the 12-member Indian
delegation.

The Sector Commanders of
Khulna, Kushtia, Rajshahi,
Dinajpur, Sylhet Comilla and
Khagrachhari will also partici-
pate in the meeung.

The meeting will discuss on
the dispute over catching fish
at Talpatti island area. recon-
struction of the border walls
and other border dispules,

, lransige

sion from the Controller of the
Capital lssucs in fixing salarics
and allowances of the chief cx-
ccutives has been annulled.

The apphication form for
buying shares has boen simplt-
fied and made scientific, the
handout said adding lhe re-
strictions, those contained iIn
the Company Act 1913 and
P47, have been simplificd for
“thg!ihlft price.

It is expecied thal as a re-
sult of the reforms made, the
private companics would be
able to take prompt cconomic

decisions.

To mt:ct the right of the
share- rs ncw provisions
have been announced pertain-
ing to dividends. As per the
new provisions, all companies
will have lo pay ofl dividends
within sixty days from the day
of announcementL

Necessary documents and
ccriificales with respect 1o
dividends and payment ol the
dividends will have o be sub-
mitted within seven days lo

the Controlicr of Capital lssucs.

Mcanwhile, new order and
provistions have already been
published In government
gazetle,

DCC employees

From Page 1 Col 8
alternative mcagurcs during
Lthe strike, an offlicial of the
DCC said adding that the
cleanliness programme was
continuing under the system.
Mcasures have also been taken
to put the strect lights on at
night during the strike, he
added.

Mcanwhile, the DCC has di-
rected the employees of the
corporation to join their dutics
immedialely.

A DCC press release said
that the corporation had di-
reclied some 1000 master roll
cmployees o join their duties
by today (Wednesday).

If they falled to join duties, |

lcgal actions would be taken
against them, the press rcicase
added.

Scveral hundred employees
ol the DCC also demonstrated

in frent of its oflice, now under |

heavy police guard.

The Mayor and other offi-
cials attended thedr oflices and
held meetings lo revicw Lhe si-
tuation.

An oflicial of the DCC said |

that the employces were trying

to make somc scven million

city dwellers hostage during

the month of Ramzan.

lle said that the authorilics
would take all possible mca-
surc to maintain the cmer-
gency scrvices.

A source of the 'poura fed-
cration’ which called the
strike complained that the in-
nce of the authoritics
lorced the employees to go on
strike.

Our stall correspondent
[rom Chiltagong and Khulna
add: The strike of corporation
employees continued for the
sceond day Tuesday in the Port
City of Chittagong and in
Khulna

The employces brought out
proccssions during office
hours outside their olfices.

In Khulna the employees
locked the main gate of the
corporation oflice on Tucesdav,

Humayun Rashid
clarifies position
on passports
By Staff Correspondent

Former Fureign Minister
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury
has said that the diplomatic
passports issucd to him and
his wife were returned to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs after
his resignation from the cabi
net on December 10, 1988

Chowdhury further satd that
pruper receipt were issued by
the Ministry stating that the
passports were cancelled and
were being kepl in the custody
of the consular section of the
ministry.

Chowdhury made this
statement clarilying a news
ftem published in The Datly
Star March 8.

Foreign office sources say,
the government is comparing
the numbers of the passports
once held by Chowdhury and
his wife with that found in the
possession of a Bangladesh| in
Tokyo.

The clarilication issued by
Chowdhury says. "For over
three years since my resigning
from the government | have
travelled on two successive
passports. The first passport |
obtained in heu of my surren-
dered diplomatic passport
was an ordinary green passport
where my prolession was
shown as ‘member ol parlia
ment.’

“This passport | surren-
dered on my ceasing o be a
member ol parliament and ob-
tained a fresh passport where
my profession was shown as a
retired government servant. It
was this passport that was
taken from my possession by
the Special Branch in connec-
tion with some government
business. | was assured by a Mr
Kibria of the Special Branch
that the passports would be re-
turned within a couple of days.
This happened on the 24th of
February. 1992.

"On March 3. 1992 | wrote
to the Home Minister request-
ing return ol the passports in
view of my impending treat-
ment abroad. | again wrote to
the Home Minister on March
7. 1992 informing him that |
had found receipts issued to
me by the Ministry of Foreign
Aflairs in respect of the sur-
rendered diplomatic pass-
ports and enclosed photo-
copies of the same.”

¢ howdhury expected that
his s:.vicment ‘will remove any
possiblc misconception arising
from The Daily Star report’,

F Kabir
Chowdhury .
dead

Noted film dircetor F Kabir
Chowdhury dicd of a heart at-
tack Tuesday. llc was 46. Kabir
Chowdhury left bchind his
wife, a son and a host of ad-
mirers to mourn his death, re-
ports BSS,

lie will be buricd today at
his family graveyard at village
GCournadi under Ghaltail upazila
in Tangail district, a press re-
lecase of Bangladesh Film
Dircetors Assocfation said in
Dhaka yesterday.

Kabir Chowdhury had di-

red el 25 Iibins stoee 197
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DPRK missile ship
slipped US eyes

WASHINGTON, Mar 10: A North Kercan cargo

ship be-

lleved to be carrying Scud-C ballistic missiles for iman and
perhaps Syria avoided a US navy search and slipped into an

lrantan port, the US Defenee
werce certainly looking for it. |

tment sakd today. “We
on't know why we never

found it,” pentagon spokesman Pcte Williams told rcporters,

reports Reuler

100 killed in clash over
ponds in Nigeria

LAGOS. Mar

10: Al least

100 people were killed in

fghting over the use of two ponds for a fishing festival, the
News Agency of Nigeria [(NAN) said loday. The weckend
violence whis in the castern state of Taraba, where residents
say up io 5000 people have been killed since October in
hatlles between the mainly -Christian Jukun and Tiv ethnie
droups over farming rights, reports Reuter.

Montu to hold meet

. From 'nge | Col 7
1971 stood for socialism but

shiflted to "mixed coonomy” in
fts election manifesto in 1991,

The need for Turther liberali-

sation of Lthe parly's economic
policy was felt in the wake of

<hanged global perspective.

Sources close to the meet-
ing told UND that the commit-
tee, which began deliberation
on the dralt proposals on
Monday, also discussed the
party’s economic policy with
country’'s emincn! cronomisis,
including Prof [chman Sobhan

. and Dr. Anisur Rahman.

'r
r

D=

—

 City Juba League President Hashem Bhuiya addressing n protest rally against suspepsion of
central Juba League Secretary Mostafa Mohsin Montu in front of the Awami League central
| office yesterday.

i
B

They said that before
(inalising the poliey, the
Awand lecague leaders would

23 injured
From Mage | Col B

Mohammed Moksed and Abul
Kashem, wilnesscs said

The clash ensuced when o-
cal busincssmen al Basatpur
confined an allcged DBDR in
formant during a quarrel over
paymnl for 356 bags of lentil,
reportedly smuggled In from
Indka,

Sources at the 2nd RiNe
Battalton Headquarters here
admiticd the inctdent and
slated that members of 35
Battallon from Satkhira were
Involved in Lthe clash.

Our Stall Correspondent
adds: Khulna Sector Comman:
der of Bangladesh Rifles said
that the BDIR personnel had to
defend themselves when they
were ghetaocd and attacked by
the smuggle
villagers,

“They lired blank shots and
no onc was hurt in the DBDR
action,” Col Anwar llossain tolkl
The Dally Star,

e said that the BDR men
left the spot immediatcly after
recovering the smuggled
Sl s,

Woman police

- awe

officer robbed
By Staff Correspondent

A woman police ollicer was
robbed of a gold chain at
Agargaon near the Mel ollice
in the city Tuesday alternoon.

When a Sub-lnspector of
Police, Rebeka Khanom and
anothecr Assistant Sub-
Inspector of Police Azizunnesa
was going lto Rajarbag police
line by a rickshaw, two snatch-
crs on a motor bike halted the
rickshaw and snatched away a
gold-chain from the neck of
RRebeka and fled.

Soon alter the incident, the
two police officers rushed to
Tejgaon Police Stalfon by the
same rickshaw and Tejgaon
poulice arrested the rickshaw
puller, Abul Kase¢m, 30, in
connection with the snatching,
police said.

Later a case was registered
with Mohammadpur Police and
the accused rickshaw puller
was  handed over to

Mohammadpur Police, police
s,

Sick industry

From Page | Col 3 :
lo the Secretary of the Finance
Division of the Ministry of
Finance. the Governor of the
Bangladesh Bank and to the
Managing Directors of the
banks and concerned financial
institutions requesting them to
take necessary measures in
Liris regard.

The banks and financial in-
stitutfons are Bangladesh
Shilpa Bank (BSB). Bangladesh
Shilpa Rin Sangstha (BSRS),
lJangladesh Krishi Bank (BKB).
Sonall Bank, Agrani Bank,
Janata Bank, Rupali Bank.
Pubali Bank and Utlara Bank.

The body on sick industries
has so far received 1767 appli-
cattons from the en-
trepreneurs and over 150 en-
trepreneurs were sucd by the
concerned banks and flinancial
institutions for not repaying
the overdue loans.

The body in the meantime
Lias Mnalised its recommenda
tions for the rehabilitation of
the sick unfts of four sectors.
I'he sectors are : jute, rubber,
~teel and engineering and
printing and packaging.

The recommendations re-
garding the rest of the sectors
are likely«to be finalised by the

— Star photo | current month.

Careclaker
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed.

-rs with the help of

also exchange views with
members of the Task Force
that was constifuted by the
Government of

One of the drafl proposals
presented by Ataur Rahman
Khan Kalser and discussed at
the Working Committee
meeling on Monday suggesied
that the country's cconomic
philosophy be “wellare ccon-
omy” and the mcans of imple-
meniing the programmes to be
mixed economy.

Kalser, pariy's Economic
and Manning Aflairs Secrctary,
advocated for detcrmining the
priority of the public and pri
visle sectors on the basis of na-
tonal and soctal utility.

Another report adds: Awami

Joint Secrciary Abdul

I,rnfur
Jalil yesterday demanded im-

mediate repeal of the
Indemnity Ordinance o clear
the way for trial of the killers

of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.
Addressing a workers’

mecting al Savar Thana Awami
League office yesicrday afier-
noon, he also called for hold-
ing trial of “"war criminal
Golam Azam lo protect the
country’s independence and
sovercignly, says a party press

rcicase,

Customs officials
raid city
markets

By Staff Correspondent

The Customs offlicials
Tuesday raided the Mauchak
and Anarkali markets in the
cily at about 1] am with .the
help of BDR and Police Forces.
No contraband items, however,
could be recovered from the
iwo markets, a statcment
served by Akhtaruzzaman
Monjoo, President ol Mauchak
Mirket Bantk Samity and Vice-
Chatrman of the Bangladesh
Fedcration of Shopowners'
Associalion informed.

Ihey strongly protested the
ruid during the Ramzan month
saying that the raid incurred
hcavy losscs to the shopowners
of the two markets.The stale-
ment also urged the govern-
ment o conduet such raid on
spceific information.

| killed, 10 hurt in
road mishap

By Staff Correspondent

One person was killed and
another 10 were injured as a
Dhaka bound passanger-bus
collided with a truck on the
Dhaka-Chittagong highway
ncar Demra Tuesday afternoon.

Jasim, 25, died on the spot.

Of the injured, Selim, 26, M
Salam, 60, Khorshed Mia, 30,
Jasimuddin, 16, Ali Asad, 30,
Abdul Khaleq, 45, Hira Mia,
38, Shamsul Haq, 30, and an
unidentificd person, 55, were
admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH), re-
ports our DMCH correspon-
dent

Demra Police setzed the bus
and the truck. The drivers,
however, managed to cseape.

DPRK freighter
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strongly protested against the
transfer of the improved Scuds
[rom Korea to the Middle East
and had demanded that the
shipment be halted.

Administration officials said
last week that the White House
was trying to decide whether
lo stop Korean ships headed
for Iran, possibly with missilcs
destined for Syria and Iran.
Those missiles would put
[sraecl at greater risk of an at-
lack from the (wo countries,
Lhey said.

Employees storm
CMCH director’s
office

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 10 : A
group ol employees ChalllmT
Medical College Hospita
(CMCH) on Tuesday attacked
and ransacked the office of the
Director of the Hospital
(CMCH) protesting alleged ir-
regularities in recruiling some
class 11l and class IV employ-
ces,



