Student Leaders Warn Against
Move to Unload Arms-ship Swat

HE four leaders of the

I t Action Com-
mittec (IBSAC), Nur-e-Alam
Shah-jahan Shiraj,

S
“In addition, it has been
learnt that another five ships,

carrying arms and troops, will

arrive at Chitltagong soon.
“We are calling on people to
revent these arms and
rom being landed |In

Bangladesh. Any attempt to
force the workérs to unload
these ships will also be re-
sisied”.

Biplobi Chhatra Union
Gives Programme
The East Bengal Bi i
Chhatra Union has the
following programme of action
in order to achieve the aim of
indepcndence for East
and establishment of a work-
peasants and working

ers,
people s state:
E a to publicise

the goal of independence has
to be launched in various areas
without delay. The people have
to be motivated about a long-
term resistance; small gather-

ings instend of big meelings

mieature

OME call her a woman

of steel, others a fiery

crusader. To 36-year-
old Mcdha Patkar labels do not
maticr. ller relenticss struggle
for the last scven ycars to stop
the buiflding of the mammoth
Sarder Sarover Dam Project
does.

Now her ca has won
the 1981 Swcdish Right
Livelihood Award, known as
the altcrmative Noble Prize,
because she has given the cco-
logical movement in Indiaea
new dircction — the protoce-
tion of human rights.

She has taken on a near
impossible task. The dam is
one of the two biggest — the
other is the Narmada Sagar
Dawn — out of 3,000 or more of
various sizes being built as part
of the Narmada Dam Project in
north-west India.

The aim s o tame the
1,312 km. Narmada river and
fts tributarics pm-ir? through
the three stales of Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtira and

The backers of Narmada —
cstimaicd cost 85,000 million
— say it will gencrate 3,000
megawaits of power and help
irrigate at lcast 1.8 million
hectares of land, raising farm
outpul and cnding the severc
drinking waler shortage In
Gujaral

The tangle of political and
cconomic inicrests involved is
huge. For instance, although
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: 123,000 hectares

will have to be emphasised;
formation of militant activist
cells in every 1!;?'.

The programme ca on
all units to get rid of depen
dence and take up indepen-
dence inftiatives.

Curfew in Rangpur Goes

CURFEW had been lifted
from Rangpur town on
Wednesday night, according to
delayed reports reaching in
Dacca on Thursday, reports
PPL.

The report saild that the
curfew which was in force
mainly at nights for the last
one week, had been lifted on
Wednesday night.

Pelice, Ansars and AL volun-
teers trolled the district
town during the Wednesday

night, the report added.

Time Running out Fast,
, Says Asghar

KARACIII, March 11 : Air
Marshal Asghor Khan warncd
his countrymen that time was
running oul and something
musl be done quickly to save
the country from disintegra-
tion, rcports 1’1,

lle said he belicved there
was hardly five or six day et
for action. lic added that
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was
the last link kcfl in the rapidly
lwesening chain of East-West
unily. “If he is also demwolished,
wu cannot say what will hap-
pen,” he said.

Retired Air Marshal said
that East Wing was silting on a
volcano and i power was not
transfcrred to the majority
party immediately, even Mujib
would not be able o keep the
couniry uniicd,

Addressing a press conler-
ence on his return from Dacca
this morning. the Tchrik-i-
Istiglal chief said this state-
ment of his was a hard reality
and must in no case be dis-
missed lightly.

From want he saw and fclh
during his weck-long stay in
Dacca, he could say with con-
siderable amount of confidence
that the AL President was un-
der great pressure lo declare
independence but he had so

far been acting with extreni

moderation and was still trying
o control the extremists

Asghar Khan said East
Pakistanis genuinely felt in-
sulted and humiliated over the
manner in which the National
Asscembly scssion was pos!
poncd and the subsequent
evenis that followed.

Giving his own Impressions
of the East Wing situation, the
Tchrik chicl obscrved that
Mujib was in fact the de facto
ruler of that wing,

ile said since March 6 the
two wings ol the country had
alrcady been scparated men-
tally, and the physical link too
wus about to be broken.

Civil servants, including the
top brass and the scerctarics
were recetving and acting on
orders from the AL chicl.
Biticrmess, not withoul reason,
was at its height, he said.

Conspirators Warned

Mr Mohammad Mahmood,
fornwr General Secretary of
the All Pakistan Awami League
in Kairpur on Wednesday
wamcd the industrialists, big
businessmen, bankers, zamin-
dars and jaigirdars of the
couniry ol scrious conse-
quences for their conspiracy
against the people, reports
ENA.

He said that the country
was not founded for 22 fami-
lies. They were enjoying at the
cost of the people. The people
would soon realise whether
the AL or the PPP was the real
friend of the oppressed peoplc
of Pakistan.

As soon as the AL took full
control of the affairs of the
country it would immediately
start revolutionising the eco-
nomic order in the country.

lle said that the AL is
preparing a black list of the
industrialists, big businecss-
men, zamindars and jaigirdars
and the vested interest and
when it came into power, they
would be brought to book.

by Atiya Singh
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(Compiled by Ekram Kabir
from the Pakistan Observer
and Sangbad of Mar. 11,1971.)

UN Experts Should Stay, Says Mujib

SHEIKH MUJIBUR
RAIIMAN on Thursday con-
veyed his desire 1o Mr. K.
Walllf, Deputy Resident
Representative of the UNDP,
that the UN experts working
in East Pakistan should stay
here as long as possible, re-
ports ENA.

Mr K Walll on Thursday
called on the AL President al
his Dhanmondi residence and
had a long discussion on the
stay ol UN personnel in East
Pakistan and the AL chiel's
Wednesday statement drawing
the attention of UN Secretary
Gerieral U Thant te the
“#cnocide” in East Pakistan. lic
said the meeting took place at

AL chiel's request.
Mr Walll sadd that Sheikh

Mujibur expressed his concern
over the “alle military
bulldup” in Easl tan and
explained his statement to the
UN Secretary General.

Mr Walll reiterated his
opinion that the situation In
East Pakistan, so far as UN
personnel were concerned,
was nol such Lhat they should
leave immediately .

it will be recalled that U
Mant directed the UN Deputy
I'restdent Representative in
Dacca o take necessary dect-
sions on the matter of evacua.
ton ol the UN experts

Artists at the forefront of freedom struggle

Environmentalist Medha Patkar has fought for seven years to stop the building
of a giant dam in India. She is not likely to succeed. bul in leading public
agilation she has given the ecological movement in her couniry a new
direction. For that, she has jus! been awarded the 1991 Right Livelihood

Award, known as the aliernative Nobel Prize. Gen

thé fighter they call a woman of steel.

ini News Service reports on

the Sardar Sarover Dam s be-
ing built in Gujarat, the artili-
cial rcservoir created by it
would uproot lurge populations
from their age-old homes envi-
ronment, in Madhya Pradesh
and Maharashtra.

When. completed the
Narmada would submerge 250
villages, the homes and fields
of around 70,000 tribal peo-
ples and 11,000 hectares of
lorest.

Thousands ol agflators, led
by Patkar, under the banner of
the Save Narmada Campaign.
sccek to stop the Sardar
Sarover being built.

They say rich croplands and
pristinc forests will be inun-
dated and irrcparable ccologi-
cal damage done to the arca.

Patkar says : “Thousands ol
evicted farmers and tribals will
never get proper compensa
tion. Lives will be affected,
lifestyle will disappcar. In the
name of development greed.
has transcended need.”

The people are not against
development schemes. They

wan!l snll indigenous walter
conscrvalion schemes: nol
mammoth projects.

The pro-dam lobby is a
powerfal coalition of rich
farimoers, politicns mclustrial-
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MEDHA PATKAR
Flary crusader

isils and contractors. Bul for
Patkar il would have steann

rollered all opposition. Says
one environmentalist @ "She's
no ordinary woman. She be-
lleves in the rightcousness of
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:31 major dams, 450 medium dams,
_$8 billion  Time-scale: 40 years
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her causce. She cannot be
bought or benl, She can only
be broken,”

Patkar lcamt milftancy from
her parents who arc trade
unionists. She has a muaster's
degree in soctal work from the
prestigious Tala Institule of
Social Scicnees. In 1989, she
gave up docloral studics on
slum dwellers to work with
the tribals.

"My hcart s with the tril-
als,” says Patkar. She realises
the hardships that will be in-
volved if 70,000 arc uprooted.
She tricd to explain to them.
Bul even thosce to be alfected
did not listen. The tribals did
not trust her. She was an out-
sider and an alien.

Patkar persisted. She
started living with thoem.
learnt thedr language and won
their love and trust. She knit-
ted 120 disparatc organisa-

tions ol tribals and non-tribals
— o be allected by the
Narmada — inte one move-
nwnt.

Says former ¢nvironment
nunister Mancka Gandht ¢ “She
s singlehandedly kept the
novement  going cven when
there was no hope of suceess.”

Last year Lhe proleslt
movement organtsed a long
march o focus national and
international attention, Police
stupped the marchers, who
camped for days, shouted slo-
anrs, sang Bhajans (religious
~omgs] and went homee,

The marchers taught us
brotherhood,” recalls Patkar.
ey taught us 1o share.” They
carricd their grain with them
atid the farmers brought thelr
tractors and fed all the tribals.

The tribals and villagers arc
still determined to stdp the

s dam. The World Bank, which

had pledged 8450 miillion, has
withheld the money until re-
acttloment plans are com-
pleted for those who would be
displaced

— Gemiini News

[Atiya Singh (s an Indlan
[reelance journalist speclalis-
irieg in human interest fealures
und political and economic
tiffairs.)
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Woman of Steel Changes the Green Debate |

runch
ers firstcame 1 sou.

HEN Europecan

thern Africa they

brought their own breeds of
cattle with them. arguing that

| they were larger than the local

variety. produced more beel
and calvea earlier.

Their disdain for local
breeds resembled that which
the owner of a pedigree dog
might have towards a mongrel.

Now, however, something
of a turnaround seems o be in
progress and the popularity of

t the local breed. known as

Nguni. is at an all-time high
among cattle ranchers. And for
very good reasons.

The Nguni is named afler
the people thought to have
trekked south over several
centuries from pre-Saharan
North Africa.

In the area now known as
Algeria, rock paintings dating
back 7,000 years show a well-
walered grassland, an abun-
dance of game and herds of
domesticated cattle thought
to be forerunners of the Ngun
breed. .

The cattle often have
humps above the shoulder-
blades, long. often lyre-shaped
horns, and frregularly pat-
terned hides of white and
black, red or brown shades.

Theories of southern mi-
gration l&: the Nguni people
include the supposition that
Nguni cattle developed their
major characteristics on the
slow trek south. These charac-
teristics were developed for
survival in the new, tougher
environment.

The cattle have the ability
to walk long distances, endure
extreme heat and survive in
areas where there might be as
much as 10 kms between
grazing and water.

Oti er characteristics are

ually important. The Nguni
F\gvr mlnpuped a thick, qgonr.

skin and short glossy coat
which play an important part
in heat dissipation and heat
resistance.

The thick skin is much
more difficult for ticks and
parasites to penetrate than is
the thinner skin of exotic
breeds in Alrica.

Calttle sensitive to heat —
the thin-skinned long-haired
breeds — keep to the shade of
the trees, which (s exactly
where the ticks they are so
vulnerable also congregate.
The Nguni can forage on re-
gardless of the heat,

The thick-skinned Nguni
also bleeds freely when bitten
or injured. In such thick-
skinned animals a plug is
lormed almost immediatcly
and healing is thus very quick.

The breed's fong. mobile
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R Tajuddin Ahmad, Ge-
M -Secretary of the
East Makistan Awami
League, in a statement last
night said the “people’s
movement has attained

heights.

This, he said, had been
possiblc “because every person
in his own sphere has taken ft
as is sacred duty to imple-
ment, in spirit and In sub-
stance, all the dircctives of
Bangabandhu Shetkh Mujibur
Rahman fssued in the name of
the people of Bangladesh. "

Mr Tajuddin added: "“The
high sense of responsibilf
displayed by people in all
walks of life is a source of in-
spiration to all. While the
struggle must continue, we
have to exert all our energies
lo maximize production and to
keep our economy in full gear.”

"We are determined to foll
the conspiracy of the vested
intcrests and the anti-people
lorces 1o destroy our economy
and to Infllict suffering on our
hungry masses. In order to do
so, our people must be pre-
parcd o give of their best in
all spheres of production.”
They must at the same time
be prepared to practise a high
degree of austerity. All those
engaged in economic activities
must su themselves to
rigorous discipline In cvery re-
spect for the victory of the
people’s cause.”

More exemptions

He said keeping the above
objectives in view the following
further exemptions and clarifi-
cations are being lssued:

Banks: In supersession of all
previous exemptions and clari-
fications relating to banks it is
provided as follows:

(1) Banks shall remain open
for banking operations from 9
am o 12 noon and for admin-
istrative purposcs (ill 4 p.m |
with the usual recess perfods).
But on Fridays and Saturdays
banks shall remain open or
banking opcrations from 9 a.m
o 11 am and for administra-
tive purposes till 12-30 p.m.
Halancing of books and all usual
working practices shall be ob-
scrved In respect of permitted
Irmansactions.

Movement Has Reached Unprecedented
Heights, Says Tajuddin Ahmed

(2) Banks shall carry on
their operations including re-
%m of any amoun!
inter-bank clearances without
any Hmit within
and inler-bank (transfers
within and draw-
ings by T.T or maifl transfers
within East Pakistan subject
to the following restrictions:

(1 Payments of wages and
salarics all pay bills
duly ceritfied by a representa
tive of the workers organisa-
tion concerned or the wage
register s presented along

wilth the cheque,

(1) Bonafide draw -
ings of put Rs. 1,000 In a
week.

(i) Payment for purchascs
of industrial raw materials in-
cluding sugarcane for sugar
mills, jute for jute mills, etc,

The statement said
ment up to a limit of Rs
10,000 In a weck for a
bonalide commercial pur ;
including purchasc of all
commodities was ired by
consumers in lhnﬂri‘lh. This
amount be drawn in cash
or by cash draflt. Put before
making payments the bank
shall satisfy itsell from past
records that the drawer s a
bonafide industrial or com-
mercial organisation or Lrader
and the amount being drawn 1s
not in excess of his normal av-
erage drawings in a week dur-
ing the past one .

(3) The crossed chequcs
and crossed demand drafts
may be issued and deposited in
any account within Bangladesh,

(4) Teleprinter service
operated by the banking wsys
tem within Bangladesh shall
resume operation.

(5) The National Bank of
Pakistan shall continue its en
tire discounting [unction
throughout Bangladesh in
order to enable other banks 1o
meet their demands.

[6) Forecign travellers
cheques may be encashed by
an authorised dealer.

(7] Diplomats may (reely
operate their accounts and
foreign nationals may operate
their foreign exchange ac-
counts.

(8) There shall be no op-
cration of lockers,
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(% Neo remiilances shall be
eflccied outside Bangladesh ef-
ther through the State Bank or
otherwise.

He said the State Bank shall
observe the same banking and
office hours as othcr banks and
shall remain
purpose of taking all necessary
sicps for the smooth function-
ing of the banking system In
Bangladesh within the frame-
work of the restrictions de-
fined above.

A K Khan Urges Yahya to
Meet Mujib's Demands

CHITTAGONG, March 11 :
Mr A K Khan, former Central
Minisicr, yesierday sald that
Prestdent Yahya Khan should
without any further delay, dis-
cuss with the majority leader
Shetkh Mujibur Rahman the
ways and mcans of early trans-
fcr of power o' the people’s
clecied representative’s, re-
poris Al'".

‘Otherwise,” he added “the
fate of the National
as wcll as of the nation is
uncertain.” .

In a statcment issued here,
he said the four-point demand
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
made at the Hamna Race
Course mecting last Sunday.,
descrve  every  patriotie
I'akistant’s support and accep-
tance by the government.

Support Muyjib

THE Federation of Contral
and Provincial Services
Associations and PMrofcasional
Bodics’ Stwering Commiliee, in
an emergency mecling at the
Dhaka Universitly Club on
Wodnesday, adopied a resolu-
tlon endorsing solidarity of its
members with the people of
Bangladesh. The commitiee
also pul on record (ts
“unflinching fuith” in the lead-
crship of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the nwjority party

lcader In the National
Asscmbly. The Federation
President Dr Innas Al

presided over the mecting,

Ancient Cattle Breed

Back into Favour

tafl is effective mm flicking off
flics and ticks, and its long
curved horns can repel an at-
tack even by lions.

In addition. the Nguni is a
browsing as well as a grazing
animal. which means it can
survive in drought conditions
on leaves. twigs. pods and cven
tree bark.

it ts true that the traditional
Nguni is not as large as breeds

such as the Herelord, Sussex
or Charolais. but according to
Dr. M. Bachman, a senfor vet-
erinarian, it hardly matters:

*To those obsessed with
size the Nguni has nothing to
offer. But we also know t
like every other breed that is
objectively tested, Ngunis eat
7kgs ol concentrate for lkg of
gain. They are therefore no
less productive than the
largest of breeds.”

The Nguni have another

significant characteristic: it Is .

that they arc able to exist
alongside game animals such
as rhino. buflfalo and giraflc.
This 18 ha at a place
in Swaziland called Mkhaya,
which is 6,000 hectares of arid
land in the hot south-east, now
designated a te nature re-
serve. In 1975 Ted Rellly. a
Swazl, set up his own herd of
pure Nguni there with a nu-

By Norman Sowerby

cleus of 400 beasts.

Reilly says Mkhaya may be
the only place in Africa where
visitors can see black and
white rhino in the same area
on the same day.

An although visitors gener-
ally come 10 see the “glamour
game”, economically it is the
cattle which are the mainstay
of Mkhaya.

Says Reilly: “The remark-
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able thing about Mkhaya nature
reserve is that its Nguni cattle,

having themselves been
snatched frem the threshold
of extinction only 13 ago.
are now almost wholly respon-
sible for financing the pur-
chase and upkeep of rhinos
and elephants which have
found re at Mkhaya.”

In Swaziland, early coneern
that the Nguni breed was van-
ishing was expressed 15 years
ago by the then mgnarch, King
Sobhuza.

Sobhuza, who came to the
throne in 1922, was a tradi-
tonalist. He saw the impend-
ing disa of the Nguni
as a b to Swazl culture,
tradition and heritage, since
the ownership of cattle is as
important in Swaxi as it
is elsewhere in Alfrica.

Reilly, who was responsible
for setting up the country's

first wildlife sanctuary on a
farm he donated to the
National Trust, took up
Sobhuza's concern. im

with the practical arguments
about the animal's suitability
for the environment and its

profitability.

I3ehind him now is an army
of smallholders dedicated to
the breed.

Overall, there are no figures
to show just how many Nguni
callle are in the Swazi national
herd of 650,000 animals.

The Nguni Cattle Breeders'
Socicty, based in Natal, had 28
members in 1986. Between
them they owned 2,000 cows,
In 1990 the soctety, with many
more members, recorded
5.302 cows and 1,133 bulls —

all two years old or more.

- A Swazi veterinary -
ment  offictal, lurprlm

sudden new interest in the
breed he had always favoured,
summed it up this way:

| have six Nguni. | had to
buy them from plec in a
remote part of the country
where the breed fs still pure,
We get milk from them. we
plough with them. they e¢an
even resist red water fever.

“For us they are the foun-
dation of the farm's life.”



