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Sound Agricultural Pc;licy
Needed

Another Itural policy aimed, according
to Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, to bring momen-
tum in the sector is just in the pipeline. Thal a

elected government muslt make a
review of the situation on the food [ront is, no
doubt. natural— more so when the previous
was not known to adopt I?rum-]:m':::u:;lu-: poli-

. Equally— il not more, the
producing enough food to feed
uite independently stands promi-
nent. thal envisages to serve the pur-
pose is most welcome.

The key point, therefore, is the soundness ol
the proposed . The fact that we have by
now grown (o a ol policies on each area ol
our national life, , makes us quite appre-
of the to come. Indeed, the gov-
t penchant formulation of newer po-
more in words and less in terms ol practi-
cal works — s much too well-known. What is,
however, less known are the new £nlicua‘ plus
points that were to make all the differences in
the end results; and more importantly here, il
the desired results ever came about [rom such
much touted policies. The fact that the polices
themselves are, more often than not, less delined
and with much less substance is responsible for

?

so frequently them new shapes.
This, . is a peculiar situation. Govern-
ments, jately after taki over, dem-

onstrate ~an unusual inclination lor dismissing
everything their predecessors worked out as
sham. In policy matters, there are certainly scope
for trial and error as a method Lo carry forward a
certain national cause. But there should not be
two aboutl the objectlive or the goal to be
pursued. So the policy drilt is not expected to be
startl enough and often upsetting so that one
has to in all over again. But that is what each
new government during its ltenure continues to
claim — mostly with the aim to discredit its pre-
decessor by way ol earning a few votes.

What we understand is that there should be
some broad-based policy guidelines on which the
ront-line political parties must agree. The diller-
ences are expecled to be on the implementation
methods and procedures and working out of de-
tails. All stable democracies have such a tacil
understanding between and among their major
political parties. The bone of contention remains
{o be a subtle thing and academicians work on
them with an envious tenacily. The political
parties, however, know what they really want for
{heir nation. It is precisely for this reason that
some policies survive government after

overnment with just a few cosmetic touches
%El‘t and there. ‘

It is quite understandable why people here
are wary ol pelicies. Our reputation for leiting
down a suuncr policy is almost proverbial. What we
need is the wor out of a mechanism well-
maltched with the obtaining situation at the grass-
roots level. Detection of loopholes and the causes
of failures can be a guide (o [uture implementa-
tion. Until now, that aspect of monitoring and
necessary evaluation has been neglected at our
own cost. Rhetorics we have had enough. Now is
the time, we genuinely gave a policy a real go.
The su s, let us hope, will be measured only
in terms ol implementation.

This decidedly poinis to the need lor a prag-
matic policy — one that may not fulfil all our ex-
pectations but is surely within our capacity to be
implemented in full. Once the decision on the
policy matters has been arrived at, there will be
no way ol backing out. This again leads to the
question of accountability, one of the nicest
virtues of a democratic government.

On the Terror of being Gay

Gay girls on increase, so says a Daily Star head-
line on its Tuesday issue. The citizens ol no less a
traditionally conservative city like Sylhet are nat-
urally concerned over the unpleasant develop-
ment. However, incidentally, who are these girls?
And how gay they are? why? .

As with all men and women, big editors have
big idiosyncratic [its. Some would horrified to
see pictures of bodies of dead men or women in
print although in life they perhaps never had
such taboos. Some other editor at some other
time in some hoary past decreed against wriling
words like prostitutes, brothels and pimps. Lesser
mortals in the news desk had to make do b
circumventing those items of inverted persona
fetishes. And Bengalee journalism is nol unique
on this score. In Brilain too the newspapers talk
ol street-walkers and of soliciting.

While home back, we haven't yet been able to
get out of the cruellest joke of all of man's his-
{ory — calling the preys {0 human lust, gay, we fail
to take in the semantic change of the adjective-
turned-noun into some totally diflferent connota-
tion. First male homosexuals started bein
called gays and then il spread to lesbians— an
the term has by now no essential connection with
prostitution. So, to hell wilh 'gay girls' as a
peculiarly newspaperish term— outl with this
cruel joke.

Now what about this sudden increase in ;uun&
girls submitting to indignity for a pittance? An
in the comparatively affluent Sylhet? In our
millennia-old, ever-evolving system of values
- there is nothing as degrading as that, This was
far worse than being killed outright. Now, in our
peerless fashioning of poverly and deprivatlion
and uv:r-pﬂlpulau:an. we have changed all that in
the span of a few decades. Living is the main
thing — how, ask thal question only alterwards.
Pray, even then don't ask how. Will that be living
the way she will do that? :

Each of our children, our sister or our daugh-
ter, that takes to Lhe streets each Lime and
around the corner of all the towns and bazars —
we as a people die irrecoverably. It is we who
have contrived Tanbazar and that is shame
:muF,h But the story of tens of thousands of our
small de

ar little girls giving up to life degradation
and abject violation of the human self is a far
horrilying scenario.

We should stop boomlnﬁ platitudes over small
success stories here and there in the face of gal-
loping drug addiction and Emautuuun and leap-
land-grabbing that pushes landlessness on a
run,
Going back to the sell-incriminating business
of media-bushing — it is the media that sell the
fable of paradise while the terrors of an eight-

ar- yielding hersell to the lust of a
thsome stranger is glossed over by all of us,
specially the \

L
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Changed Pak Stance Disappoints Hikmatyar

ULBADDIN Hikmatyar
G is a pecullar combina

ton of fundamentalism
and scientific temper. After
graduating in enginecring. he
sirayed into politics. He now
heads Hizb-e-Islami. the most
powerful fundamentalist orga-
nisation, fighting for Alghanis
tan's independence.

His has been a relentiess
battle against the Russian oc
cupation from the beginning
then he was only 40 But today.
after seeing Moscow quil
Alghanistan. he has allowed
anger to cloud his judgment.
He does not seem o want any
part of his country. il the
power is to be shard by two
erstwhile communist parties,
the Khalg and the Parcham,
or their successor combination
Watan. or their supporters. .

"l will have nothing to do
with those who were once
communists.” Hikmatyar told
me in Peshawar the other day.
He favours elections within a
year under a Bangladesh-type
of arrangement, where the
country's chiefl justice headed
the government to supcrvise
fresh elections in the wake of
General Ershad's downlall.
Hikmatyar does not mind
"non-controversial people”
forming an interim govern-
ment and supervising the
polls. But in no case is he pre-
pared to accept a set-up.
which will include the com-
munists or their followers. In
fact, he wants them to be dis-
franchised.

Hikmatyar realises that the
UN proposals — an interim

vernment representing all
the Afghan parties to supervise
democratic elections — have
not only the support of
Washington and Moscow but
also Islamabad. He also realiscs
that if he were to withdraw his
objection. he could help end

HE area presently com-

prising Bangladesh has

witnessed our re-birth
as a nation in 1947. We were
born in ancicent times. though,
artificial barriers always chang-
ed our historical perspectives
from time to time. We were
named East Bangalis or Bangals
initially and subsequently Easl
Pakistanis, and we formed the
majority in Pakistan.

Dury re-birth was linked

with religion-oriented "Two
Nations Theory” which marked
our total transformation as a
nation to which we were
forced by the colonialists who.
in the mecantime, had already
created a dependable middle-
class.
- Emergence of Bangladesh
resulting from the events be-
tween 1947 till 1971 which
includes a fierce war with the
soldiers of Pakistan who were
our brothers-in-faith. has mod-
ified the concept of our na-
tionhood. For Pakistan there-
fore, Bangladesh is a contra-
diction. The present Pakistan
is. as such., anything excepl
the State in its original form
and structure as envisaged in
the Two Nations Theory. This
is confirmed by Pakistan itself
which is consistently refusing
to take back the stranded
Pakistanis in Bangladesh over
the preceding two decades.
Needless to mention thal
these stranded Pakistanis suf-
fered, first, for the creation of
Pakistan in 1947, then again
for its defence on the eastern
front in 1971, and finally to
their utter humiliation for hav-
iIng been abandoned by
Pakistan which has ceased to
be their homeland not to
speak of the whole lot or
Muslims as a nation. Changes
are also noticeable in the con-
temporary Indian society. The
phenomenal growth of BJP
calls the form and structure of
India in general and its posi-
tion on secularism in particu-
lar into serious question.

In point of fact, the post.
colonial events were complex
and fast-moving dominated by
communal frenzies and intcl-
lectual crisis in the socictics
over-ridden by galloping
poverty, mass flliteracy. prejn
dices and other problems. The
fact. however, remains 1|t il

political leaderships in these
socicties have fumbled on basic
issues,

On our part, we have scen a
very sharp and extra-ordinary

The people in Pakistan

are botig slewed o lnguich I he Crmwe

the uncertainty in Afghanistan,
Bul he does not mined walting

even al the expense of post-

i
R

the exit of President

Where Hikmatyar has gone

wrong is in his inability to
assess others’' sirengith, the
opposition Najibullah is facing

in pushing through an ar-
rangement, which will give a
share in power 1o the
Mujahideen. Many stalwarts in
the Afghan army are reluctant
to compromise with those
against whom they have fought
a long battle, Hickmatyar and
other lundamentalists. In sou-
thern provinees of Alghanistan.
General Momen has revolted
and so has Colonel Juma Ashak
on this count.

But Hikmatyar is more
bothered about America. which
is his bete noire. He lecls Lhat
the verdict of loyajirga |a par-
lhament of tiribals). which
Washington is advocating. is
not a real election. This ac-
cording to him. was being
favourcd because America does
not wainl to risk the outcome
in Alghanistan lest it should be
like the one in Algeria (where
the fundamentalists have won
at the polls). He s confident
that the purpose for which
they fought — the Islamic rule

in Kabul — will be achicved
belore long.

Hikmatyar is disappointed
that Pakistan has "changed its

stance” supporting lundamen-
talists.
Washington's hand behind iL

And he sececs

But he is not worried. “If the
Russians could not subjugate

us, who else would?”. he asks.

Indeed. he has an entrenched
fullowing in Pakistan.

want the three

million Afghan refugees (like the Bangladeshis India had in 1972) to go
nt which is gaining ground is that the Behari Muslims, who fought for Pakistan,

Sami ul Haq. the Jamaul-|
Islaumi chiel, has already com
to his side. demanding the

rnment to support the
Alghan Mujahideens "who are
notl only fighting their battle
but & battle of Muslim umha.”
The same sentiment has been.
echoed by other important
quariers.

Aflter having been retired
summarily. Lt Gen. Hamid Gul.
who was the chiel of the ISI,
the military intelligence agen-
cy that has armed and directed
the Mujahideen. has said that
Pakistan and the ‘cause ol
Alghans cannot be separated as

both have the same objecuves.

tie has vuiced suppurt to the
‘cause of ns as |l Means
the welfare of Pakistan. In
other words. he sees the new
policy of Islamabad as a
departure from the cause’ of
Alghans. meaning the rule of
[undamentalists.

It is significant that the

‘Islamic Republic of Iran has

become more aclive than ever
beforec. The lmanian consulate
in Peshawar last month ar-

ranged a cultural programmc,
where a number of Afghan stu
dents participated. wore

the natienal dress of lran.
pinned on their vesls the
photo of late Imam Ayalollah
Khomeini and sang the na-
tional anthem of Iran Pro
fessor Sibghatullah. president
ol the 'Afghan interim govern
moent’, protested against

Thoughts on Identity '
Too Many Faces or Facelessness”

by Gholam Mohammad

conflici between the Two
Nations Theory and Bengalf
culture, the language issuc be:
ing on top of the agenda [rom

14 August 1947 1ll 21
February 1952.

From 21 Fecbruary 1952
onwards. in the then East

Pakistan, a powerful movement
centering around Bangall cul-
ture. within the frame-work ol
Pakistan, kept on growing.
This gained momenium as
time passed on exploding fi-
nally on the strects. in the
form of mass upsurge against
Ayub Khan. Some imbalances
shown in the table below. wure
expused at that point ol Hme:

ture of the region and. us such,
the people’s participation was
spontancous and total In a
deeper analysis, this chal
lenged the interests of the
vested groups for whom it was
the question of their survival.
They. therefore, teamed up
with a common objective 1o
protect their respeclive inter-
ests. In this backdrop, Ayub
Khan resigned. Power was
handed over to Yahya Le. ihe
Armed Forces.

Yahya's rc-appraisal is noe-
essary now. He lacked totally

p—

Table
indicator East Pakistan I:Wrsl Pakistan
1. Students as an | Politically consci- Generally non
organised ous and dynamic: responsive Lo
commu nity Capable ol provid- the political
ing leadership. cvents
Very sharp and |
responsive to the
political cvents. |

2. DPeople Sharp and dyna- In general,
mic: responsive Lo aversc- to
contemporary po- politics
litlieal events desp-
ite their inadequa-
cics duc 1o poverty,
illitcracy cte.

3. Intellectuals Revolting — mwverd Following the Go-
with time and cov- vernment lines
ents gcencrally excuept

for occastonal
progressive rhe-
Lorics
4. _Politicians Plebaian Patrician
Avil Bureau- Negligiblc Dominating Lhe
cracy SCCNArio

6. Armed Forx Almost non- Dominating L

sicr Cnano

7. Industrial & Dominating Lhe

Business scenario
TTAITIRETARLY
. 13g Landlords Very powerful

9. cneral Econo- lmproving

_mic Situation

10, languag rdu [This was

surped

The mass upsurge against
Ayub Khan in East Pakistan wa:
tl 1cfore a people's movement
Loiwing roots in the regional na
tivnalism which had, over a
period of time, shifted its fo-
cus from religion to the cul

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.

"People's
representative’

Sir, | fully endorse the
vicws of Mr S A Moazzam cx-
[)russud in his above captioned
elter published in your es-
tcemed daily on 27th February.
It is a matter of shame thal our
MI's who are supposed to be
‘patriot’ public representatives
could not resist their tempta-
tion and greed for enhanced
pay, import of duly frec cars
ete. It secems that they have
brackeied themselves with

» public scrvants for increascd

'pay. allowances,
{s also a pity that no MP raisced
his voice protesting pay in-

justified

pension cle. IL

creasce, pension ete. They all
arc unanimous for their own
interest overlooking the gen-
uine demands of others.

Again, pension benefit to
MPs is unheard of in a
Democratic form of
Government. It is not at all
lo grant pension
benefit to MPs after expiry of
their parlamentary term. The
Ministcrs and MPs who will
not be chosen by the pcople
and dclfcated Iin future elec-

in the political perspective and
Stale management techniques
and. as such. his appointment
to scrve the interests of the
vestid groups, as the succes-

sor of the mighty Ayub Khan.

ufﬂnntlndnh_:fhile the Afghans mheiﬁpumpmﬂ'

publicly. Tehran wants to take
over from where [slamabad has
befL

Jettisoning Hikmatyar must
have been a difficult deciston
for Islamabad because it
means joining issue with the
varfous Muslim parties (for ¢x-
ample. Jamaat-1-Islami). which
constitute the Islamic Jummu-
riat lichad. the ruling combi-
nation that Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharil heads. But Pakis-
tan could not afford to stay
embroiled in Afghanistan
where a [ratricidal warfare
might become inevitable.

Pakistan has only [aced the
realities on the ground. 11 has

found that. with all its support.
the Mujahidcen have nefther
been able to dislodge Najibu-
llah, nor occupy Kabul despite
several attacks. Their fervour
is lcssening since the Mujahi-
deen have no intcrest left after
the Russian withdrawal

Also. after their withdrawal,
the raison detre of Pakistan's
assistance has gone. The stop-
page of US aid. funnelled
through Islamabad. exhausted
whatever dividends 1t was
reaping. From the Pakistan
point of view, there was noth-
ing to be gained by sustaining
the hostilities. True. it has alsc
practically obliterated the
Durand Line. which the
Pakhtuns in Pakistan never ac-
cepted and which Abdul Wall
Khan, the Awami National
Party (ANP) chiel, does not

was ideal.

Upon assumption ol power.
Yahya promised country-wide
general elections in keeping
with his so-called LFO provi-
sion. Some of the events
recorded below shall illustrale
that given Yahya's best of
intentions though, the actual
power lay elsewhere and some
one e¢lse from behind the
scene was monitoring the sflu-
ation:

| Yahya driving an opcn
fev p himselll., — no army
uulriders, no security cordons.
— on the streets of Dhaka Lo
oversee the flood reliel works
just in the wake of the mass
upsurge against Ayub Khan on
the same streets.

2. Yahya's firm stand on
neutral elections, — one-man.
one-vote, — which gave Awami
League a clear majority to form
the Government. This also
recognised our majority
position:

3. Yahya's visit to Sheikh
Mujib's residence to greet him
as Pakistan's future Prime
Minister;

4. Yahya's decree convening
the newly eclected National
Assembly’s session at Dhaka.

Right from this stage, the
vested interests with their lo-
cation in the then West
Pakistan. came out openly un-
der Lhe leadership of Bhutto
demanding a share in the
power in accordance with
their so-called concept of Two
Mdjority Parties within one
State which was used as an ef-
fective instrument to obstruct
the transfer of power to Awami

On the other hand., Awami
League with all its revolution-
ary slogans on the streets, still
carried out its political pro-
grammes peacefully within the
frame-work of Pakistan giving
a further premium of PPP and
others by actively participating
in the dialogue on the modali-
ties of the transfer of power
being unaware (?) of the mili-
tary re-inforcement in the
then East Pakistan.

Sheikh Mujib still fumbled
on Laking an open public stand
on Bangladesh position on 23

wan! lslamabad o recognise.

Hut the ]12-year -oid war has
also made the border with
Alghanistan virtually non -exis-
tent. The absence ol burder
has led o free trades in nar-
cotics and arms which have
crealed serious domestic
problems in Pakistan. It cannoi
afford to leave things as they
stand today.

The people In Pakistan
wan! the three million Afghan
refugees (ltke the shis
India had tn 1972) 1o go back
since are not only claim-
ing a big chunk of business but
also playing politics in the
country. Another argument
which is gaining ground is that
the Behari Muslims. who
fought for Pakistan, are being
allowed to languish in the
camps of Bangladesh, while
the Afghans are being
pampered’

Significantly. Islamabad's
dilution of support to Hik-
matyar has synchronised with
the return of its team f[rom
Central Astan Republics. They
want in Alghanistan Islam. no!
mullah. Because of their fear
that fundamentalists may take
over at Kabul. they have
continued the supply of arms
o the Najibullah government.
Hikmatyar admits the arms
supply. But he rationalises it as

an exchange ol weapons for gas
from Alghanistan.

It appears that the Asian
republics want a land route o
the Pakistan and Indian mar-
kets. They want Afghanistan to
attain sufficient stability as
carly as possible. Pakistan
which also wants access for i1«
goods 1o the Asian republics,
sees in the UN proposuls a

March, 1971 when the so
rullcd dialogue had collapse
already, which iIs fllustraicd by
the circumstances at the time
of unfurling the Bangladesh
flag.

The military crack-down on
the unaware ple of East
Pakistan abruptly in the night
of 26 March. 1971, came Into
direct conflict with the con-
cept of Pakistan when instead
ol protecting the interest of
the Muslims, unprecedented
atrocities were commiped by
the soldiers of Pakistan on the
pcople of the then East
Pakisiun who happened to be
their brothers-in-faith  This
led 1o the war of liberation in
which the people of Easi
Pakistan werc assisted by India
al their extreme f[riendless,
desperate and miserable hour
of nced. This should be inter-
preted from our stand-point of
survival as a nation in that grim
situation.

Emergence of Bangladesh’

finally landed us in an abso-
lutely new situation. For histor-
ical reasons. secularism was
our logical option which was
subsequently incorporated into
our constitution. {Pointed at-
tention of the concerned read-
ers is drawn al this slage W
the provisions ef speculative
philosophy and secularism in
Iskum, discussion on which is
being reserved at the mo-
ment).

Unfortunately for ourselves,
during the last 15 years, con-
scious efforts are being made
to re-introduce religion in the
State management (possibly?)
to revert to the earlier posi-
tion. This will provide a
meaning to the existence of
Pakistan at the expense of our
social fabrics threatened with
destruction in that event. Even
the creation of Bangladesh as a
sovercign State for that mat-
ter. shall be questionablc.

To conclude: (1) Bengali
nationalism was prevented by
brute force [rom playing fits
role in the Pakistan f[rame-
work by the vested interest.
Mujib was Lhe last unsuceessful
attempl to retain the basis of
Pakistan. (2) The advocdte of
Two Majority Parties within

Aflghanistan
comenitted o Najfbullah or the
com mni st
these

change sides Hikmatyar is not
willing
thetr past assoclation. So they
want! o go down fighting with
Najibullah than risking the
emergence of Hikmatyar or
anuther fundamentalist
Sayyul who has characicrised
the UN

nal

Afghanistan ~

promise of normaley

Some 30 per cent people in
appear v be

regime. Even if
were wanting o

o forgive them for

ftasul

Is a8 "@i inder-
conspiracy .gainst
This does

not. howover,

daunt Hikmatyar. who believes
that the communists and their
U
per cent. He does admit that
they have no dearih of arms.
Here he blames India also.
According to him. New Delhi
Js sending arms to the Kabul
regime. He says: “Not long ago,
you sent consignments by air.

using even Indian Airlines.

ers number o thrée

Now you are doing it via sea.” |

do not know what proof he
possesses but the way he
spoke gave me the impression
that he would be willing 10 give
evidence to back up his allega-

tion [(While talking about
india. he makes distinction
between the people and the

government)

But his main criticism of
india is not because of the
arms it allegedly supphes to

Alghanistan, but because of fts
"surrender” to America
worried about
"going
Washington.” Embitiered by

He is
New Delhi's
into the lap of
the fact that America dropped
him after Russia's withdrawal
from Afghanistan, Hikmatyar
warned me: “Learn from owur
experience. They are nobody’s
frends. They will betray you
the moment they fnd your
utility is over.”

onc State (Bhutto)] was raised
o the highest office of the
Prenident. [(3) The prospective
Prime Minister of Pakistan
(Mujth) was charged with high
ireason though earlier treated
with proper dignity (4)
Punishment for high lreason
was heavily inflicted on the
people who had voted from the
then East Pakistan instead of
the accused

Qucsions: [|] Reasons lor
the silence of the political
leadership from 25 March
1971 till the formation of the
Mujib Nagar Government. at a
safe region, on 10 April, 1971.
(2) Does the silence relate to
the capabilitics and compe-
wence of the political leader-
ship to handle the crisis situa-
yon? (3) Whether or not, this
silence, in actual effect. paved
the ground for an Army Officer
(Radic. announcement of Major
Zia) to assume political leader-
ship in the worst crisis situa-

tion in the history of the na-

tion to be repeated and fol-
lowed by Ershad in due course
of time? (4) Do or do not the
present two major political
parties viz. BNP and Awami
League, owe an explanation to
the nation for their failure to
preserve and promote the
democratic norms and institu-
tions during their respective
times not too long ago? (5) At
the present moment. how far
Democracy is sale and secure
with BNP in power and Awami
League sitting in the opposi-
tion?

These issues arc crucial. Tt
is ime, we had addressed our-
selves to basic national issucs
fundamental to our survival as a
democratic socicty as well as
to identify ourselves in terms
of whether we are a piece of
land inhabited by name-less
and face-less people or people
having too many faces at the
same time? '

Should we look back o see
if we have a past and for that
matler, a name from which to
dertve our national pride?

Needless to remark that the
national pride generating a
strong sense of belongingness
to the society is an essential
pre-requisite for meaningful
economic development in the
absence of which, given the
resources, corruption and
other vices like that are
incvitable. These are the symp-
toms. The Malady has n
pointed out already.

e ———

tions will reap this benefit at
the expense of the tax-payer.
This will be a perpetual drain
on our cxchequer. Further, the
Cumulative amount towards
the pension of the MPs will be
always on the increase and
alter passage of time a hu
sum of moncy shall have to b
carmarked in the budget for
giving pensions o the MPs. A
poor country like Bangladesh
can hardly afford such an un-
precedented luxury, Will our
lHHlon'ble President look into
this becfore he gives assent to
this amendment?

Wahexl
Uttara, Dhaka.

Miss Eliada
Sir, The other day Miss
Eliada Macrod was arrested

with 3 kg heroin at Zia
International Airport. Soon

h-

aflter her arrest she disclosed
the namcs and addresses of
persons who gave her the
heroin. As a result, the author-
ity concerned was able to ar-
rest Mr Robert Blankson Tony,
the rcal smuggler, as he was
preparing to cross to India
through Bcnapole border.

In the light of the above she
docsn'l appecar to be a real
guilty and perhaps had no bad
intention. If she was a member
of the smugglers, she could
have made opportunities for
Tony lo llee giving [alse infor-
mation lo the police. She
rathcr appears to be innocent,
unwittingly “fallen in the trap.”

It has been widely pub-
lished in the newspapers that
the teenaged Miss Eliada is a
student. So, It seems necessary
to rclease her on humanitarian
ground. She begged Lhe au-
thority concerned to release
her on the said ground, which
is inlcrnationally accepted by

ll[

be 100

| take the opportunity of
this column to pray to Lhe
Prime Minister and the [Home
Minister  kindly to release
Miss Eliada Macrod on human-
ftarian ground at the earliest.

All I lossain

Dockyard & Engineering

Works Lid, Natongorgony,

Potato and rice

Sir, Every year during
potato harvesting season it is
advised to eat polato in place
of rice. It is a good proposal. so
long it is r:henrcr to eat potato.
I have, the following observa-
tions in this respect. We eal
dry rice and raw potato aflcr
boiling. One kilogram of dry
rice produces more than three
kilograms of botled rice after
cooking. One kilogram ol raw
putato produces one kilogram

ol boiled potato aflter cooking.
[t means that in terms of
edible cooked [food one
kilogram of rice is equivalent
to at least three kilograms of
potato. _

When the price of three
kilogram of potato is less than
one kilogram of rice it may be
economical for a family to eat
potato as a staple food. In
Bangladesh, seldom the price
of potato comes to that level
Morcover, it takes more fuel to
cook three kilograms of potato
than to cook one kilogram of
rice. Poor households without
having natural gas conneclion
would have to bear extra fuel
cost 1o cook potato. Because of
economic reason too, people
do not opt in favour of eating
potato in place of rice.

'rof M Nurul Islam
[ Yirector, Institute of

Appropriate
Technology. BUET



