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Pioneer in Ecology

By S Y Bakht

Fuel for peoples’ homes: coffins for the forcests of the earth.

Human ecology is about the intlcraction of
man and human society with the environment,
observes Zena Daysh, the visiting Exceulive
Vice-Chairman of the Commonwcalth Ecology
Counctl (CHEC). .

"Human eco is about balunced develop-
ment, it is a very -bascd concept that al-
lows you to see the wide inter-conncctions be-
tween man, society and Lhe environmwent,” ox-
plains the New Zealandcr who has been in-
volved with the Commonwealth ceology mowve-
ment for over 30 years.

In the global ecology movemoent, she points
out, the Commonwealth systcm is valuable and
can play a leading role as ft has coentury-old
records and experience and above all kinship
among the member nations.

Nearly 70 per cent of the rain-lorests in the
worid are in Commonwealth countrics and an
over-whelming majority of the cxpertise on
rain-forests in the world come from these na-
tions, she adds.

The Commonwealth, she says,
icading role at the upcoming Earth Summit ol
the United Nations Conlcrence on
Environment and Development (UNCED) duc
to be held in Brazil next Junc.

‘I want the Commonwcalth to go to Hrazil
with a united voice, with a [unctional ceologicl
consensus undcr a broad lramcwork, which
would deal with ecthno-biology and human
ecology, so that they can all come Lo an agreg-
ment,” Daysh hopes.

With this aim in view, CIIEC s holding a
per-UNCED consultative confurence in London
this April on "sustainable development through
cultural dialogue”.

can play a

The of the conference is Lo pro-
mote the ‘capacity’ of ¢b6nscnsus of the
Commonwealth, to strenglthen world-wide par-
ticipation of voluntary agencies inlerested (n
sustainable development and the environment
and to serve as a forum for the people of the
Commonwealth and the world.

She is soft-spoken but with firm convic-
tions, and Lhis is her third visit to Bangladcesh.
She came to Dhaka in 1974 1o infliate, along
with the convenor of CIIEC, DBangladesh Dr.
Anwar Hossain, three ccological studivs on 1the
Sreepur forest area, on coastal cmbanknwnits
and a study of the haor arca in Sylhel.

In 1976, the CHEC confcrence was held in
Dhaka and two important concepls on sclf-re-
liance and cooperation belween governmoent
and non-government organisations wus
adoptud in the form of the Dhaka Declaration.

CHEC, Bangladesh currently has two under-
going projects in Dhaka — both are conuu-
nity-based sell-rcliance projecis and arc lo-
cated in Shahzadpur and | lasnabad.

Recalling her initlal Lraining and working
expericnce as a Physiotherapist in London in
the 50s, she says.

"l went from Physiothcrupy to public heulth
to individual nuirition to hcalthy agriculture
and to equablc cconomics.” She went on o
convenc the pro-genitor body of the
Committee on Nutrition in the Commonwualth
in the early 60s,

In her 708, Daysh recalls that she has at-
tended nine Commmonwealth llcads of
Governmenl Mceclings [CIHOGM) during the
period of 1973-91 — more than any single
head of governnwent has done, as she puls it,

Indira Gandhi was the first world lcader to
have introduced the concept of human coology
in the Non-Alligned Movement (NAM) mecting
in the carly 80s and again during the CIHHIOGM
held in New Delhi in 1983, Daysh nowes  fondly
rcealling  her mectings with the lawe Indian
leader, but she rues the Tact that #t was not
until the 1989 CIIOGM in Kuala Lumpur that
the activities of CIIEC was endorsad.

"Now, as [ar as Cl|EC is concerned we have
become the voice and conscienee of the
Comimonwealth on ceological and ¢nvironmen-
tal issuc.” she proudly points oul, as the
Commonwealth Scerclariat cannot deal with
the lotality of development.

“And now they can talk to us officlally,” she
remarks, adding "and furthermorce they are
counting on us to help them integrate their
OWn programmnics.

Bascd in London, her husband diced almost
len years ago and she says she did not have
any children because of her life-long pre-occu-
pation with the "'maniacal” idea of ccology.

Although a ptoneer in her ficld, shic s reluc-
Lant o dwell on her achievemcnts.

1 am looking forward and not backward,”
she says, adding “you cannot be satisficd in life
and moreover | have not finished the work |
started outl to do.”

The real lesson of human ccology, she
puinls out, is to gctl rid of sell and the cgo.

She adds that the central ecolugical theme
is human development, to get rid of the ex-
Lrene poverly in many parts of the world.

Tluman ecology is now a toul to solve the
world's problems as it deals with socicty, reli-
gion, philosophy. ¢conomics, hcalth, politics,
vivironment and because il 18 dodicaled Lo
improving human lifle,” she concludces.
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A group of bus drivers barricaded the road at Saidabad in the city yesterday following

"

altercation with the traffic police.
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Plea to change food habit

Deputy Leader of Jatiya
Sangsad Profl AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury yesterday under-
lincd the need for changing
the food habit of the people
and thercby minimisc the
pressure on rice and wheat,
reports [3SS,

Addressing as chiefl guest a
scminar on blo-medical study

of spirulina, a highly nutritious

plant Prof Chowdhury, also an
emincrit physician, said it had
been proved that 'spirulina’
could help meet the nutrition
gap in the country.

Prol SAR Chowdhury, Head
of the Dcpartment of Phar-
machology of the Institute of
Post Graduate and Medicine
(IPGMR) was the keynote
spcaker al the scminar, organ-
ised by the Centre for Sci-
eniilic and Technical Infor-
malion {CESTI) of the French
Embassy and the Alliance
Francaise.

The French Charge d' Affa-
irs Michel Penaud alse spoke
at the inaugural session.

Prof Chowdhury suggested

* plot
- never allotted such plot 1o him

increasing the in-take of pota-
tocs including the swect pola-
toes and varfous kinds of green
leaves available in the country.

lic regretted that despite
Bangladesh, being a rich
source ol Vitamin-A, a large

Plot allotment
A clarification

Enayetullah Khan, Chief
Editor and Managing Dircetor
of United News ol Banglidesh
[UNI3] in a claflicalion 1o A
ncws item crecded by 13SS and
published in various dailies on
March 10 regarding framing of
charges against former
President H M Ershad for ille-
gal allotment of RAJUK plots
lo some persons including
Journalists sald, "l am nol the
Enayctullah Khan referred 1o
in the said list.”

lHe said he had never ap
plied for allotment of such a
and former President

or in his name.

number of children were get-
ting blind cvery year due to
lack of proper food habit and
guidance.

Prol Chowdhury urged the
physicians as well as health
conscious ple to popularise
diffcrent kinds of green leaves
including Kachu Shak and Lal
Shak and thereby help stop
blindness in the country.

Referring o the on-going
rescarch on ‘spirulina’ Prof
Chowdhury said apart [rom
hiving many nutritfous ele-
ments the plant was also being
used Lo make various types of
medicines.

Prol SAR Chowdhury said
that 'spirulina’ had proved to
be highly effective for cure of
the discascs like diabeles,
hcart discascs, hyperiension
and various Lypes to arthrilis
and ancmia. Spirulina has no
side eflect, he said.

The inaugural scssion was
followed by an open discussion
which was participated by a
number of rescarchers and
medical practioncrs.

Govt to blame
if situation
worsens, BCL
leaders say

By DU Correspondent

The Chhatra League (5-A),
student wi of the Awami
the milh“

government re-
sponsible for any further dete-
rioration of the situa-
tion if Lthe lerrorists
were nol arrested tmmedi-

ately.

This was stated at a press
t:u::::nct held at the
Press Club yesterday.
The BCL (S-A) president
Shahe Alam read oul a state-
ment al the press conference
attended by the BCL general
mﬂh-.:rﬂ Asim Kumar Ukil,
niversity unit presi-
dent Golam Mustafa Sujan, OGS
Gamruzzaman Ansari,
Mannajuddin Mchdt.
Addressing the press con-
ference BCL president Alam
said that the BNP
had bctrayed the blood of the
student community by ignoring
the Joint Declaration of the
three alllances and the stu-

dents 10-point charter of de- |

mands.

The leaders condemned the
government’s role in rehabili-
tating anti-liberation forces
and its unwillingness to repeal
the Indcmnity Ordinance.

The ruling party’s student
wing, the J:m Chhatra
Dal UCD) was carrying out all
the terror activities on campus

supporting and sheltcring
all the expellied armed hooli-
gans in the residential halls of

the DU, the BCL leaders added.

Rotary

The lar mee
Bu ga will be he
Hotel beginning at 5,30
Governor of

reform as the guest speaker.

Metropolitan

Thimpu keen to buy jute bags,

edible oil from Dhaka

The visiting Bhutanese
Minister for Trade and
Industry Lyonpo Om Pradhan
Tuesday called on Finance
Minister M Sailur Rahman at
latter's secretariat office here,
reporis BSS.

The Bhulanese Ambassador
to Bangladesh Karma Dorjee,
Director of the De t of
Revenue and Customs of
Bhutan and high officials of the
ministry ef Finance and
Commeree of Bangladesh werc
present.

During the discussion,
Rahman underscored the need
for upholding the SAARC spirit

for further strengthening co-
eperation among the member

He .uld. late President

Ziaur Rahman had pioncercd
the formation of SAARC with

Club of Dhaka

of the Rotary Club of Dhaka
loday (Wednesday) at the Sonargaon
pm. Mahbubur Rahman Khan, Deputy
h Bank will speak on financial sector

US p_r-ofessor
talks on New
World order

of Political Science of the

University of Illinois, USA
Tucaday a talk on "Russian
and the fons of Lhe

New World Order,” at Bang-
ladesh Institute of Inlerna-
tional and Strategic Studics
(BI1SS) in Dhaka, reports BSS.

Presided over by Barrister A
K H Morshed, Chalrman, Board
of Governors of the BIISS, the
flunction was attended among
others by schelars, education-
ists, and members of the

diplomatic missions
-.i:.r-io- ' ;
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CPB Discussion Meet

On the occasion of the International Women's Day,

Bangladesh Communist Party will

a discussion moet-

ing today (Wednesday) at the party central office starting at 4

pm.

Tow outstanding women personalitics of the country
They are the Editor of the weckly

be honoured at the meet.

will

Bcgum Nurjahan Begum and political leader and soctal worker

Monoroma Basu (Posthumosly).

Lecture on Human Rights Convention
The Coordigating Council for Human Rights in

and Bangladesh Institute ofLaw and Intemnational

will

jointly organisc a lecture on "British adherence to the

European convention on human rights and the
of statc and individuals™ today

between the rights

tcnsion

(Wednesday) al the Bangladesh management devclopment

centre at 3 pm,

The lecture will be delivered by Anthony Lester QC, a spe-

cial advisor to the British Home Secretary and

Roy Jenkins,

MP, with responsibility for policy advise on human rights.

Mantcy from Germany

(Wednesday) at the German Cultural Centre

Jazz Concert
A concert Jarz janist Ho
will be held . ) 2
Auditorfum.

Bangla Academy Discussion
To mark the historic March 11 of the Language Movement

the objective of attaining col-
lective sell -rellance among
countries of the region and
bring about seocio-economic
emancipation of the 100 crore
people.

The Finance Minister and
the Bhutanese Trade and
Industrics Minister dwelt on
bilatcral relations, particularly,
ways and means 1o increase
volume of trade both way.

Rahman assured Pradhan all
possible support and coopera-
tion for enlarging area of trade
and economic cooperation be-
lween and Bhutan.
lle also underscored the need
for promoting tourism both
way for furthering rclations
between the two countries. He
hoped that the biflatéral links
between the two traditional
[rtendly neighbours would
grow further in future.

Prodhan fell unanimous
with the observation of
Bangladesh Finance Minister
for upholding the spirit of
MARé and bring forth benefit
to the people of the region
through mutual cooperation
and support. He underscored
the need for further increasing

Wal::; between .

In._this context, he men- i mﬁ where mh .,.dh s
tioned that Bhutan was inter- l’ﬂi : ey
cated to buy edible ofl, dry publish Birthday and Anniversary Con-
:fu-h. jute bags etc from atu Condolence Get-Well/
angsvicsh. E:'nd-l.uc Wishes, Birth/Death Announcements,

Peter Unwin ' In Memoriam, etc. at nm_!'l'ﬂ chnp
aiting Deputy Secreiary A M Hanng.
visiting cpu crcin
Gencral of l::n;mnw:nll:: Adve ™ . 245063

Peler Unwin also called on
Finance Minister atl his secre-

tartat oflice n Dhaka Tuesday

He with the Finance
Minister for about half an howur
and discuased matters of mu-
tual interests.

Satfur Rahman undcrscored
the need lor greater partictpa-
on of Commonwealth in the
socio-economic uplift process
in Bangladesh. He said, the
Common Pund for Technical
Cooperation ([CFTC] should be
best utiised for training man-
power of different discipline.
He also pointed out that the
Commonwealth cquity fund
should be utilised for invest-
ment in Ba .

Peter Unwin hoped that he
would take up the issuc of
Commonwealth fund equity
participation Iinvesiment In
Bangladesh in the forthcoming
mceting of the Board of
Trusiee of the Fund and
mecting of the Commonwealth
finance ministers.

Related picture on page-7
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Romanian cnvoy
meets Speakcer

The Romantian Anbhas<ader
o Bangladesh. Dunutry M
chu, catloed on Speakor Shavaly
Rarrague AN at hs office oh-
amber at the Sang<ad Bhaban
in the city Twucsday, rcporis

ot

_ PABX . 245061-2 & 246023-4. Ext: 20

12.15 Opening announce-

ment Al-Quran

Prwum sSummary
12.30 Sth World Cup Cric- "The British High Commission Immigration Sectior

"“*’-‘t:;"'““ will be closed from Sunday 15 March to Thursday
800  News in Bangla 19 March inclusive. Consular and Visa Sections
8.25  Bishwa Parikrama : will be closed on Thursday 19 March. All three
566 [_"fﬂm iﬂmﬂuﬁ sections will re-open to the public at 0730 hrs on
1500 Newe ln'En‘mn"‘,: Sunday 22 March in new premises on United
10.30 Mukhomukhi Nations Road, Baridhara, Dhaka. Telephone
11.30 Khabar/The News number 882705"
11.40 Thursday's program

me summary and
11.45 Closing D-149

BJMC ADVERTISEMENT
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* Furniture

* Bathtub

* Shower Tray
* Dome covers
* Containers

I~""l--n—

* Jute/Textile Mills spares

Your best buy in

JUTE PLASTIC PLANT PRODUCTS

- OUR EXCLUSIVE ITEMS ARE:

: m roof sheets (Transkucent)
Window Sheets (Translucent)
* Chemicalloil/Water Storage Tank
: van (Milk/Fish/ice cream etc)
F Doors (water proof)
(Skver carvBobbin Top/Picker elc)
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For fast service, Speak to our Sales Executives B

Bangla Academy will hold a discussion
lhi:Ticrrﬂmr Room of the acadcmy
c

while the discussants would be Professor -Ataur Rahman,

today (Wednesday) at
beginning at 12.30 pm.

Abdul Malin and Profcssor Abdul Kashem Chowdhury. Justice

Abdur Rahman Chowdhury will preside over the meeting.

BACH project

The orientation seminar for the Australian rover-rangers

who will work for the esh-Australia Child Health

(BACH) project will be held today (Wednesday) at 4 pm at

Guide House in the city.

Rotary Club of Dhaka North West

Regular weekly meeting of Rotary Club of Dhaka North
West to be followed by Iftar hosted by Kazi Enamul Huq-and
AN Ncbiha Begum Hugq will be held

pm at 20/20 Tajmahal Road, Block-C, Mohammadpur, in the
city.

The BCCl Depositors Association will hold a depositors
mecting tomorrow (Thursday) at the BCCl Bank premises at
Motijhcel at 11 pm. © -
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w Weather

Day tempera may rise

By Staff Correspondent

Light rain or shower is likely al one or two places over the
regions of Noakhali, Comilla, Sylhet and Mymensingh during
the next 36 hours commencing 68 pm Tuesday,
Mecteorological office source forccast.

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry elsewhere over the
country.

FI:J temperature may rise by 1-2 degrec Celsjus during the
period.

Weather may deterforate in subsequent two days.

The sun sets in Dhaka today (Wednesday) at 6-07 pm and
rises tomorrow (Thursday) at 6-1] am.

Temperature and humidity recorded in fmportant citics
and towns on Tuesday were :

key-notc paper will be presented by Bashir Al-liclal

today (Wednesday) at 5.30

BJMC DISPLRY CENTRE
ADAMJEE COURT,MOTIUHEEL
238182-6, 238192-6/207

BIMC: 220
L

PLANTS OFFICE

TARABO(Opposite to Demra ghat
503086 (R) 382361 (R) 3287?81{%]
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Cities /Towns Temperature in Humidity in
degree Celstus percentage
Max Min Qam 6 pm
Dhaka 31.2 20.6 77 44
Chittagong 20.0 21.0 82 80
Rajshahi 32.4 12.8 58 :
Khulna 30.8 20.8 86 56
Barisal 30.8 21.4 96 70
Cox’s Bazar 20.4 20.5 75 74
Sylhet 20.56 156.6 73 49
Dinajpur 30.0 13.4 53 31
Ishurdi 32.56 13.3 58 41
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