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NEWS BRIEFS

PM's iftar with
army officers

Prime Minister Begum
¥haleda Zia had her iflar yes-
tcrday with the army officers
at the Senakunja in Dhaka. She
talked to the officers and cx-
changed ?rcﬂlngs Ministers,
Leader the Opposition in
Parliament Shﬂkh Hasina,
members of Parliament, Chiefs
of Air and Naval Stafl, diplo-
mats from Muslim countries
and high cjvil offlicials were
present, reports BSS.

- BSC to sale out
'‘Banglar Swapna'

Bangladesh Shipping
ration has taken decision
le out "Banglar Swapna“, a
vessel of s fleet. The decision
was taken at the board meet-
ing of the BSC with the
Minister of State for Shipping
Harun-ur-Rashid in the chair
Tucsday, reports BSS.

Two arrested for
kidnapping

Police Tucsday arrested a
woman and his brother from
Bogra in conncetion with kid-
napping a minor boy lrom lh‘.
Uttara in the capital. Hridoy
1/2 ., son of Moinul Huq was
recovered from Sherpur
upazila of Bogra district 10
days after he had been ab-
ducted from near his housc at

Alaol Avenuc in Uttara, reports
UNB.
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Ogata expresses concern to Myanmar

Sadake Ogata UNHCR photo
by E Brissaud

The United Nations High
Commissioncr for Relugecs
(UNHCR) yesterday appealed
1o Lthe international community
for a 27.5 milllon US
Dollar Fund in aid of the
Rohingya Muslim refugees in
llangladesh, reports UNB.

A UNHCR source in the
capital said this indicating that

the financial requirement was
forcseen for a planned assis-
lance p mme for 1,50,000
reflugees for a ending
December 31,1992,

This was in to an
appeal made by the desh

government. last month for
supporting Lhe gigantic task of
bringing succour to the tens of
thousands of Muslim refugees
flceing atrocitics and oppres-
sfon in Myanmar.

UNHCR calls for $27.5m funds

an nuunmd l Iﬂ HC H
headqu

food and distribution US dol-
lars 360,000; transpori and
logistic 2,025,000; domestic
needs and houschold goods
and f[uel 5,000,000, waler
390.000; saniiation 766,000
health and nutrition
3,284,000; shellter and other
infrastructure 11,592 000,
communily services 134 000,
education 333,000, !'ur!::rz
118,000; lcgal assistance
protection BO,000; agency and
opcrational support 337,000,
administrative and programme
support 3,074,000 and costs
and project personnel expen-
diture.

The UNIHCR has so far re-

lcased US dollars 3.5 million
from fits emcrgency fund te
mecet the most immediate
nceds of the reflugees.

Besides, the Romce-based
World Foed Programme (WFP)
has donated rice, dal and edi-
bic ofl worth Taka 20 lakh, of-
ficial sources said yesterday.

Bangladcsh Red Crescent
Socicty is also distributing food
supplicd by the Government
and |he Federation of
International Red Cross and
Red Crescent Socicties.

The UN agency is airlifting
blankets and plastic shects to
provide rudimentary cover for
the relugeces.

Long row ol houses and
temporary shellers are being
construcled in the camps by
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yesterday.

[Repeated devaluation of the
Taka to boost the country’'s ex-
potts has failed Lo achieve ils
goal.

The Metropolitan Chamber
ol Comimerce and Industry,
[Dhaka (MCCI] in its recent
wrile-up on the cxport situa-
lion viewed that such steps
would not solve the growing
problems in price competi-
tiveness of the country's ex-
poris.

It said thal complementary
policies and well-designed in-
cenlives were equally critical,
specially if export th was
to take place within a broad-
bascd development process.

The MCCI views Lhat labour
cost, product gquality and
lerms of financing are also im-
portant f[actors for competi-
livencss.

During the last 12 months,
the Taka valuc in relation to
the US dollar has been deval-
ucd by 7.8 per cent, but in-
stead of proving to be of any
help, exports suffered and
carnings from major export
ftems declined.

During the: [irst scven
months (July- January) of fiscal
1991-92, cxport carnings

Star Economic Report

showed a shortfall of 13.39 per
cent compared to the propor-
tional target for the year,
During the seven months,
export carnings were con-

Govt asks banks

not to prosecute
sick industry
owners till Apr 30

By Sohel Manzur

The government has re-
quested concerned banks and
financial institutions to post-
ponc prosecution of cases filed
against the entrepreneurs of
sick industries up to April 30.

It also requested them not
to file any new cases against
the entrepreneurs until that
time for not repa overdue
loans. s

The request was made in
responsc to the recommenda-
tions of the Sick Industries
Revival and Rehabilitation Cell.

The Ministry of Industries
scrved letters on Feb 25
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Taka devaluation fails_
to boost exports

veried into Taka procceds at
an ave cxchange
Taka 37.11 a US dollar as
against Taka 35.22 during the
corrcsponding period of last
ycar.

It means a devaluation of
5.36 per cent in the valuce of
the Taka in rclation to the US
dollar. But during thc period.
export carnings [rom major
items declined.

Earnings from raw jule [ell
by 6.34 per cent, tea by 33.27
per cenl, leather by 16.20 per
cent, frozen food by 16.96 per
cenl, jute goodl by 8.72 per
cent.

Hnmcr. the {otal carnings
rosc 8.69 per cont because
camings from gar-
menits. The phenomenal
growth in garments was 37.98
per cent.

The MCCI views that il the
problems facing the cxporicrs
conlinue, the balance nl' pay-
ment will be against the coun-
try. It said that issucs like high
rate of interest for export fi-
nancing and the cumbersome
duty drawback system must be
streamlined i stability in the
country’s balance of payment is
to be maintained.

rate of

Dhaka City Corporation workers kept the garbage carrying vehicles locked in the garage during the strike hours

—Star photo

Clashes mark
DCC employees'
strike
By Staff Correspondent

Chases and counterchases
between the employees of the
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
and a group of unidentified
youths marked the second day
of the strike by DCC employces
Tuesday.

Police sources and eycwit-
nesses saild thal a group of
youths claiming themscives
‘unemployed’ brought out a
procession at Sayadabad de-
manding jobs.

They locked in a clash
when they reached the zonal
office of the DCC at Sayadabad
where several hundred ¢lean-
ers and DCC drivers were
demonstrating in support of
thelr strike.

Police soon intervened and

{ brought the situation under

control. Some unruly sweepers
allegedly threw excretion at
the police.

Some 120,000 employces
of four city corporations and
107 pourasavas stlarted an in-
delinite strike Monday de-
manding a scparate pay scale.

The authorities expressed
their inability to increase
salaries saying that it was be-
yond the capacity of the corpo-
rations.

The DCC authoritics
pressed 50 hired trucks and

some swcepers inlo service as
Sce Page 12 Col 5

ISLAMABAD, Mar 10;
Members of Pakistan's Islanie
democratic Alllance ([IDA) have
threatened to sink the ruling
coalition, accusing Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharil of be-
traying them, alliance squrces
said on Monday, reports
[teuter,

But the sources said Sharifl

- was sccking to pacify the dis-

scnting allies, one ol whom
joined hands last weeck with
opposition leader DBenazir
Bhutto’'s Pakistan People's
Party (PPP)] in the wvolatile
southern provinee of Sind.
Onc ally, Jamaat-e-Islami

Party leader Qazi Hussain

6.13 | Ahmed, said the eight-party al-

Sharif govt corrupt : Jamaat

liance should be ‘decently
buried’ rather than have its
mcmbers  throw each other
oul.

He told reporters he would

meet Sharil today o discuss

how the IDA can be dissolved
on a happy notc wilhout acri-
mony.

He added : It may note dic
tomorrow but we will deli-
nitely discuss how to part ways
without throwing cach other
oul

Ahmed accused Sharifs 16-
month-old government of be-
ing corrupt and said, 'Once we
arc oul and the IDA is decctly
buried, the Jamaat will go onlo
the strect against corruption.

'Sharif's Pakistan Huulim
League (PML) party is the main
force in the IDA, and political
sources said it would retain a
parliamentary majority to sus-
tain the government even
without other allics, most of
whom group Islamic [unda-
mentalists,

All heads of IDA parties will
meet soon o sort oul issucs
between them, Interior
Minister Shujaat [ussain said
on Monday.

As Sharil prepared to repair
the allianee rifls, Bhutto
plcaded for an end to political
polarisation in the country.
She said In an interview in

IDA threatens to sink coalition |

Karachi on Monday it was for
this reason that er party had
joinced with a ruling coalition
in Sind province lo give a
unanimous vote of conflidence
to the province's new Chicl
Minister at the weckend.

Muzallar Hussain Shah was
clected Chicl Minister by the
provincial parliament after the
death of strongman Jam Sadiq
Ali, whosc 19 months in office
were marked by a marsh
crackdown aganinst Bhuilo's
[ollowers in her home
province.

"We have seen too much po-
larfsation, * Bhutto said. we
want an cnd to political ven-
detta,’

@The Daily Star
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Golam Azam issue

Why public trial,
why not go to
court, Nizami1 asks

By Staff Correspondent

Jamaal-e-Islami yesterday
termed the campaign for the
so-called’ public trial of its
Amir Golam Azam as an at-
tempt o create anarchy.

“Jamaat-c-Islami thinks the
governmenl will resist the at-
lempl in the interest of tht
rule of law and
said party Secretary General
and Jamaat Parllamentary
Party lcadcr Maulana Matiur
[Rahman Nizami at a press con-
lerence.

The press conference, 'to
explain the Party position on
the public trial was arranged at
the party central office.

The Coordination
Commitiee for the annihilation
of the killers and collaborators
of 1971 has called for a public
trial of Golam Azam on March
26 at the Suhrawardy Udyan.
The issuc of Golam Azam be-
came the focal point of contro-

versy after he was clected-

Amir of the Jamaat last
December,

Terming the issue a non-is-
suc, Nizami told the press
conlerence “a particular quar-
ter has becn attempting to
push the country towards a
crisis by turming a non-issue
into an issue bypassing the
people’'s main problems.”

Nizami{ complained that
those propagating to hold a
public trial of Gelam Azam
were in fact taking law into
their own hands and attempt-
ing to emerge as an alternative
lorce o the government.

Explaining six rcasons
against the public trial Nizami
said “the few intellec-
tuals and cultural workers who
have initiated the act are by no
mcans representatives of the

tHe lurther said, the

.Wmmm had raliled” "¥iet

behind the move were suffer-
ing from [rustration.

He said that the question of
a public trial did not arise in
the place of taking recourse lo
due legal procedures as there

existed the state and the gov-
ernment.

He also asked the indtiators
of the public trial why they
were not going to flle cases in
the court against Golam Azam
according to the law of the
land. Nizami obscrved "By their
act they are proving Lhat
Golam Azam did not commit
crime that could be proved in
a court of law.”

Nizami alleged Lhat the
proponcnts of public irial
had resorted 1o provocative

statements and slogans and
were designing to push the
country towards a civil war
with “ulterior motive.”

He cited some ‘bascicss and
indecent’ press reports on
Golam Azam’s role in 1971 and
claimed that all allegations
against the Amir were 'conl
per cent [alse.” He added
‘Nobody can prove these alle-
gations.’

Nizand said that the Jamaat
believed in Lthe ‘existence of an
indecpendent Bangladesh and
vowed Lo salfcguard the na-
tional Independence at any
cost.

Expressing doubls he asked
whether the lorces that had
maintained silence over

Farakka, Talpatti, nned
Iill Tracts issues, would come
forward in defending the

country If it was exposed to
any external threat

Referring 1o the debale over
the pro-liberation and anti-
liberation [orces As
‘unrealistic’, Nizami said "We
consider all as pro-libcration
forces and all should acecpt
the verdict of the people.”

Nizami said that during its
three-and-halfl-year rule the
Awami conld not con-
any of
of killing, raping, hijacking

and arson. The amnesty by |

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was a

pragmalic siep, he added.

lile told a questioncr
Sce Page 12 Col 4

"W

| Montu firm to hold
meet today, may
go to court

By Staff Correspondent

'

A mecting of the Executive
Committec of Dhaka Disrict
Awami League has been con-
vened today by Shamsuddoha
Khan:Majlish, the President of
the committee.

In a press release fssued
ycsicrday, Majlish requested
all the members of the com-
mitice to attend the meeting
al his rcsidence at 10 am.

Mcanwhile, Mostafa
Mohsin Montu, General
Secrctary of Lthe district com-
mittee, whose party member-
ship has been sus ., has
said that he is determined to
hold the mecting of the dis-
trict committee today at 5 pm
at the party's ccntral office at
Bangabandhu Avenue. Montu,
who convened the meeting

carlier, was requested by party
Ilcadership to refrain from

holding the meeting.

The Awami League Central
Working Committee sus-
pcnded Montu on March 5 for
his alleged 'anti-organisational
activitics' and later served a
show causé notice on him ask-
ing to explain why he would
not be expelled from the party.
. The ALWC is expected Lo
rmct again this mnrnlng to re-

vicw the situation.

UNB adds: Suspended

Awami League lcader Mostala |

Mohsin Montu has said he
may move the court to contest
the show cause notice served
upon him by the party's
Central Working Committee.

"l have been punished with-
out trial,” Montu told UNB last
night. "The suspcnsfon order
is contrary to party constitu-
tion . . . | was not allowed to
defend mysecll.”

He said he had discussions
with some senfor leaders, in-
cluding Dr Kamal Hossair,
Abdul Mannan, Zillur Rahman
and Tofael Ahmed, on the let-
ter of suspension. "I'll take my

decision in consultation with
~my guardians in the party,”

Answering a question, he
said that he would reply to the
show causc notice only afler
withdrawal of the “fllegal” sus-
pension order. .

Another report says : Awami

League Central Committee will

continue discussion today on
draft proposals for liberalising
the party's economic policy.
Awami League which was in
power on Indcpendence in
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DPRK freighter 'with
Scuds' reaches Iran

WASIIINGTON, Mar 10: A
Korcan cargo ship belicved Lo
be carrying Scud-C ballistic
missilcs for Iran and Syria has
arrived at the Iranian port
Bandar Abass, US Delence ofll-
cials said today, reports
Reuter.

The officials, who asked not
to be identified, said they did
nol know at this point If the
rcighter Dae Hung Ho was
pcrmitled by the US navy to
enter the port at the entrance
to the Gull or had evaded
American warships taking part
in the UN ecmbargo against
brae.

AP’ adds: US and lsracli offi-

cials have expressed dcep

concern about the possible de-

livery of the medium-range
niissiles and Lheir potcnunl
destabilizing ecffect on the
volatile Middle East.

The US source, who spoke
on condition of anonymity, said
the freighter had net begun
unioading its cargo.

‘It's just sitting therc™ in
walers outside the southern
Iranian port localed necar the
Strait of Hormur, the source
baid,

The source conflirmed that
US officials have also bcen
tracking a second ship, be-
lieved destined for the same

port and carrying similar
wocaponry.
The Unfted States has
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&

o

Windies beat
India

BRISBANE, Mar 10 : South
Africa and the West [ndics
both scored important victo-
rica Tuesday o them-
selves in the heart of the race
for the semifinals of the World
Cup cricket tournament, re-
ports AP,

Captain Kepler Wessels co-
mbined with consistert Peter
Kirsten to spearhead Sowth
Africa to a seven-wicket win
over northern neighbour Zim-
babwe at Manuka Owal n
Canberra.

South Alfrica dismissed
Zimbabwe for 163 in 48.3
overs and then made 164 for
three in reply from just 45.1
OvCTH.

The two+times champions
West indies team cruised o a
five-wicket victory ever India
in a rain-allected match at the
Basin Rescerve in Wellington.

The West indies dismissed
Iindia for 197 and then raced
to Bl for one from just |1
overs before main reduced the
overs to 46 and the viclory
target 10 196

The West Indies then col-
lapsed to 112 for five belfore
Keith Arthurton rescued the
team with an unbeaten 58,
while Carl Hooper was not out
34. The winning runs came off
the third ball of the 4 1st over.

Unbeaten New Zealand lead
the tournament with 10 points
from five matches and are as-
sured of a semifinal spot.
England are second with nine
from five and South Alrica
third with eight from six.

The West Indies now have
six points from six mmiches (o

humm

the West Indies, Sri Lanka,
India and defending champion
Australia — are locked in a five-
way strugglec to join New
Zealand and England in the
scmis. Pakistan also have a
slim chance. (Details on Sports
Pages).

Private limited
companies given
more investment

powers

The government has cither
simplified or exempted some
of the provisions and rules
containing in the Capital lssues
(continuance of control) Act
1947 for encouraging capital
investment in the country en-
abling the authorities of the
limited companfes to take
many important decisions
without prior permission of
the government, an official
handout said Tucsday, reports
BSS. |

According to the Act of
1947, no private ownership
{private] limited company
could withdraw more than
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23 injured as
villagers,
BDR men clash

in Jessore

JESSORE, Mar 10: A clash
between members of Bang-
ladesh Rifles (BDR) and
villagcrs at Basatpur Hat of
Sharsha upazila today left 3
BDR personnel and at leas 20
local peoplc injured, reports
UND.

The BDR opened several
rounds of blank fire to dis-
perse an angry crowd and ar-
rcsted three local busincss-
men— Mohammed Jahan,
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Prof Saleh Ahmed
~ reappointed
JU VC

The President and Chan-
ccllor, Abdur Rahman Blswas,
Tuecsday appointed Prof Kazi
Saleh Ahmed, Vice Chaneellor
of Jahangirmagar University, to
the post of Viee Chancellor of
the same wuniversity for a
further term of four years,
rcports UNB,

Prol Kazi Saleh Ahmed
polled the highest 52 votes In
the election to three-member
VC panel held Sunday. Twe
other members of the
were Prof Mustahidur
(44 wvotes) and Profl Imam

Uddin (40).



