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Anti-smuggling drive
goes slow in Ramzan

By Masud Hasan Khan

The counitrywide anti-
smuggling drive i moving al a
snail's pace with the boginning
of Ramzan. concerned oflicials
indicated.

They said that the campaign
during Ramsan would continue
in a less vigorous way .

The much-publicised drive
that began January 1. s offi-
plally still on. However, reports
from different parts of the
country said that contraband
ftems have returned to the lo-
cal markets because of a slack-
ening of the drive by the gov-
ernment agencies.

In the capital. most of the
items declared banned by the
government besides saris and
cigarcttes have reappeared in
the city shops and sales cen-
tres.

However, Indian sarts. both
cotton and silk., are now being
found at the consumers’
doorsteps.

Officials involved in the
drive said that the campaign
that went into a briefl hiberna-
tion during the Union Parishad
clections in January was not
revived in the districts even

after the polls.

The drive was stlll continu-
ing in the capital. they said.

National Anti-Smuggling
Task Force (NATF) offlicials
also said that contraband goods
were entering through the
"highly porous borders of the
ecountry” and some of the bor-
der markets have again becn
Nooded with those goods.

They emphasised that the
complete sealing of the bor-

ders was not possible with the
presenl government's re-
sOUTCes.

Adequate man » trans-
port and other I tie sup-
ports were requ for a suc-
cessful campaign, they pointed
out adding that, particularly.
the I-w-:::im: agencies and
the Customs o Is had to
take part in the drive in addi-
tion to their normal duties.

When contacted. chief of
the NATF and member of the
National Board of Revenue
Shah Abdul Hannan said “the
drive is still on and there Is no
reason to s |

When his attention was
drawn to the tHons of a
section of the commu-
nily that contraband items
were still avatlable in the mar-
kets of the capital and else-
where. Hannan said "That is
the reason why the drive
should continue.”

He mﬁ:ind that the local
political rship could help
create social awareness against
smuggling and sale of contra-
band items in the country.

There were some other fac-
tors for the reappearance ol
smuggled goods in the coun-
try, shopowners said. They ar-
gued that the wholesalers were
not making advance paymenis
to the local manufacturers who
in turn failed to market their

commodities for the lack of
funds and few materials.

Allotment of residential Elot

Ershad formally charged,
Rahmatullah exonerated

Former president H M
Ershad was Monday formally
charged with corrupt practices
while in office as head of state
to derive fllegal financial bene-
fits either for himselfl or for
others through the allotment
of 49 residential plots to dif-
ferent persons in capital's four

residential arcas, violat-
ing established rules, reports
BSS,

Special Judge A T M Fazle
Kabir of the Special Court
while pronouncing the charges
against Ershad said the former
president when he was in
Eonr in 1988, 1989. 1990

voured the 49 persons by al-
lotting Rajuk plots at Guishan,
Baridhara, Banani and Uttara in

JCD
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by members of the Ganatantrik
Chhatra Oikya, an allance of
seven lefl-leaning organisa-
uons,

Meanwhile, a group of JCD
activists who went to the VC's
residence to submit memo-
randum and turned wild. un-
leashing a reign of terror at
midnight.

The agitating activists of
JCD, the student wing ruling
BNP. allegedly broke the win-
dows and doors and ransacked
the residence of VC at 11.30
pm.

Meanwhile, the Syndicate
sat in an emergency meeting
today and formed a six-man
committee headed by Prof
Kaiser Rahman to probe the
incidents.

Presided over by the Vice
Chancellor. Prof Amanullah
Ahmed. the Syndicate meeting
also decided to issue show
cause notices on six members
of JCD for the rampage.

It also decided to call for
explanation from the teachers
who went to the female's hall
Sunday night. .

The Ganatantrik Chhatra
Otkya, on the other hand, held
a press conference this after-
noon where its leaders blamed
JCD activists for unleashing "a
reign of terror.”

Mostafiz
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military authorities,” Hogg
said. _

The British state minister
denounced the Burmese

ta's brutal activities. "Their
uman rights record, and their
failure to fulfil their avowed
commitment to the demo-
cratic process, makes them an
international pariah.”

BSS adds: The UN High
Commissioner for Refugees
[UNHCR) has launched a

refugee assistance programme
for the refugees.

The UNHCR has under-
taken the refugee assistance
programme at the formal {nvi-

tation of Bangladesh govern-
ment. .

The European Community
has also expressed concern
over such growing influx of
Myanmar re :

Meanwhile, a four-member
delegation of Islamic
Development Bank led by its
director Hassan M Jeng called
on Staté Minister for Relief
Lutfar Rahman Khan at his of-
fice yesterday.

Delegation had elaborate
discussion with the State
Minister on Myanmar Rohingya
issue specially the require-
ments of food. clothing. shel-
ter and medical facilities.

violation of government niles
cither himself directing the
concerned authorities to allot
the land or making recom-
mendations for the same.

The beneficiaries included
five ministers under Ershad.
13 government officials and 3|
;:'Elle citizens, the charge

after two days of charge hear-
ing made on February 25 and
March 3 when the Judge
heard both sides pleading
their cases.
The Judge said the lands
were allotted in violation of
Clause 13(A) of the Town
Development Act of Rajuk and
Ershad himsell received appli-
cation forms other than the
prescribed one. The accused
in some cases made recom-
mendations in violation of law,
Judge Kabir observed in doing
so, the former president had
committed punishable olfence
under Section 2 of Clause 5(2)
of the Prevention of Corruption

The charge was framed -

- ———

Act of 1947. Former chairman

of Rajuk S M Rahmatullah, the
lone co-accused in the case
was exonerated from the
charges by the Judge after
finding the allegations against
him by prosecution to be

ALWC
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meeting sources, urged party
gencral secrctary Sajcda
Chowdhury to ask Montu naot
to hold Dhaka district commit-
tee meeting at the party office,

Meanwhile Mostafa Mohsin
Montu received a two-para-
graph letter signed by the
party gencral secretary yester-
day asking him to show cause
as to why he would not be ex-
pelled from the party.

Talking to The Daily Star.
Montu said that the letter did
not bring any specific accusa-
tion against him.

The letter, according to
Montu, accused him of involv-
ing himself in the ‘anti-organi-
sational activities’ and
'‘tarnishing the image of the
party’. without 'any specific
charges’. He has been asked to
give reply to the letter within
15 days from receipt.

Replying to a gquestion
Montu told the Star. 'How can
I give a reply to the letter
when no specific charges have

becn bro against me?
Mcem#ﬁc Mohammad

Nasim. AL pul:;lit:ltjr sccretary
and Chief Whip * of the

Opposition in fament, ad-
dressing a lic meeting at
Goran in the ecity yesterday

aftcrnoon. called upon the
workers of the different wings
of Awami Leaguc to resist the
terrorists belonging to both
the ruling party and the Awami

"Democracy and lerrorism
can not go together.” Nasim
sald, adding “resisting the
killers of Badal was no way less
important than resisting
killers of Mujib right now."

He also made an appeal to
the leaders of both BNP and Al.
not to provide shelter to the
hooligans in their respective
parties for the sake of flourish-
ing democracy in the country,

The ALWC will meet again
to discuss lh:ﬂnpuud eco-
nomic policy of party soon.
According to sources, AL chiel
was scheduled to have a dis-
cussion on the proposed policy
with renowned economist of
the count Dr Rehman
Sobhan yesterday alternoon.

il

demand for implementing pay scale yesterday.

Che Daily Star
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Police on guard at the City Corporation office main gate durmyg the strike by the employees in

b

—Star photo

City Corpn workers on strike

Some 120.000 employees
of country's four City
| Corporations and 96

Pourasavas started an indefi-
nite strike from Monday de-
manding a separate pay scale
consistent with the National
Pay Scale.

The newly-formed 'Poura
Federation' called the strike
which alfected the cleanliness
and sewerage works in the ci-
tes and towns. In some parts
of the city streets remained

' dark last night.

The authoritics, however.'

. have taken alternative mea-
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sures to maintain emergency
services from today (Tucsday).

A spokesman of the
Federation told The Daily Star
that the strike was observed in
all the Corporations and
Pourasavas.

In Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) some 13.000 employees
demonstrated in [ront of their
office in support of their de-
mand until the office hour was
over,

The DCC office remained
under heavy police guard since
Sunday night

Only Mayor's office was

By Staff Correspondent

open during the strike, eye-
witness said.

The Federation spokcsman
said that nearly 300 garbage
carriers of the
garaged at the DCC's Sayadabad
garage as the drivers and
clecaners were on strike,

"Bad stench will vitiate the
capital's air as more than
3,000 dustbins are now filled
:rlnﬂi garbage.” the spokesman
A DCC source said that
some 3.000 tons houschold
waste are dumped everyday in
different litterbins around the
capital.

The Federation spokesman
alleged that the authorities' in-
transigence forced us to go on
an indefinite strike.

"The Mayor declined to talk
with our leaders on the issuc
and that worsened the situa-
tion.” the spokesman alleged.

Mcanwhtle, the Mayor held
a mecting with 10 regional
chicls and other officials and
decided to take alternative
nicasures o run the emer-
gency services of the corpora-
Ltion.

DCC were

"DCC will hire trucks and
sweepers 0 keep the city
clean and the engineering
scction will maintain the
street lights,” an official of DCC
told The Datly Star.

The source said that some
250 officers of the DCC would
supervise the hired workers to
avert any breakdown.

Our Stafl Correspondent
from Khulna adds: The strect
lights of the Khulna City
Corporation were off on
Monday night as the employ-
ees joined the indcfinite strike
which called by the Poura
Federation.

Garbage remained littered
necar the dustbins, throughout
the city.

Some 2.500 employees
demonstrated and held rallies
in front of the Corporation in
support of their demand of pay
hike.

No negotiatory mecting was
held between the authorities
and the leaders of the employ-
ces as Mayor Sheikh Toyabur
Rahman is sick and now un-
der treatment at Dhaka. a
Corporation source said.
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Rao survives
first test
of strength

NEW DEILIIL Maur 9: Prime
Ministcr PY Narasimhbha Hao on
survived the first test

of strength of his minority 8-

month-old rnment, re-
poris AP.
The t crisis staried

after the Bharativa Junata or
indian People’s Party. opposed
a (raditional address 1o
Parlament last month by the

nt, who is a constitu-
tional .‘iﬂl‘tﬂ

Hectic lobbying
JU VC's post
By Staff Correspondent

Heetic lobbying b‘{‘dﬂlirrtm
gEroups is on w get ' PCTSON
of choice’ selected as the Vice-
Chancellor of Jahangirnagar
University from the panel
clected on Sunday.

Education Ministry sources
say. Barrister Jamiruddin
Sirear, Education Minister, is
lavouring Prof M Imamuddin
who became third by securing
40 votes.

BNP sources say. the move
by the Education Minister has
an some of his collecagues
for [lvnuﬂnf a candidate
whose political identity is well-
known. Cabinet members op-
posing Prof Imamuddin’'s se-
lection, sources say, arc
favourably disposed 1o the two
other candidates, Prol Kazi
Saleh Ahmed. the incumbent
and Prol Khandaker
Mustahidur Rahman.

Mcanwhile, Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD)
Jahangimagar University unit
yesterday brought out a pro-
cession on the campus and
chanted slogans against fun-
damentalist ;

in a meeting alter the pro-
cession the JCD leaders ex-
pressed their determination
not to allow any fundamentalist

force 1o engage in any political
activity on the campus.
Campus sources say. the
rally was a sequel to the move
by the Education Minister.
Incidentally, students of the
Jahangirmagar University have
banned the activities of [slami
Chhatra Shibir from the cam-
pus since the killing of Kabir, a
JCD leader, in August, 1988,

Farook Sobhan
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In this connedtion, thw

name of a senlor INP cabinct
member, who may be dropped

from the cabinel, has been
mentioned.
However, the Foreign

Ministry is still very keen thait
the post should go to a carcer
diplomat.

City fire
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fire brigadc control room said.

Fircmen had 1o keep their
vehicles about 600 yards ofl
from the spot to carry out the
operation due to unplanned
and hazardous construction.

Director General Brigadier
fretd) Nurul Islam Lashkor
and other high officials of fire
brigade visited the area just
after the incident.

Another reports from
Rajbari adds: 10-year-old boy
was burnt altve and another
fiye people were fnjured as fire
broke out at a jute-godown and
four grocery shops at Pangsha
in early hours on Monday.

The victim Nasir died on
the spot while Ramzan Mia.
Selim, Azmal and Nizam sus-
tained severe burn injuries.
They were sent to the Pangsha
Upazila Health Complex.

The fire ensued at about 3
am was extinguished by local
people at about 7 am

GAZIPUR. Mar 9: Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway commu-
nication remained suspended
for four hours today when peo-
ple staged a demonstration to
protest death of a local school
student,

Angry shcoolmates, rela-
tives and neighbours put barri-
cacdle on- the highway and sat

From Our Correspondent

lor four hours to protest the
death of Mohammad
Maniruzzaman, the first boy of
Class Five of the local Ashraf
Texule Mills High School, who
was knocked down by a specd-
ing truck last night.

Maniruzzaman died late
night at the Dhaka Medical

College Hospital after being
shifted there from the Tungi
Masimpur Hospital,

On Sunday evening
Maniruzzaman was run over by
a Dhaka-bound truck from be-
hind when he was going to
mosque for Tarabi prayers.
Manir was sent (o the Tongt

————

The students of Tongi Asraf Textile Mills Hi
Way after the death of a school student yesterday.

gh School blocking Dhaka-Mymensingh High

— photo M A Matin

Student’s death halts public transport

Hospital in a comatic condi-
ton.

When the news of his death
reached the locality, hundreds
of students came out of the
school and blocked the Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway. They
were joined by the relatives
and the neighbours of Manir.
The angry people also smashed

Moniruzzaman
windscreens of several vehi
cles during demonstration.
witnesscs said.

Local district officials went
lo the spot and the people
withdrew the blockade after
recetving assurance from the
officials of erecting a speed
braker on the spot to avert fu-
ture mishaps.

A case was lodged with
Tongl Police in this connec-
tion.

-
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The Midnight Fiie

MUNICH. Mar 9 : Two Soviet emigres were arrested for

trying o sell a kilogram (2.2 pounds) of

enriched

uranium peliets for 1.9 millon marks (dirs 1.1 million),
Havarian state police said Monday reports AP.

Yeltsin faces first
mass strike

MOSCOW. Mar ©: Russtan leader Boris Yeltsin is facing the

firt mass strike movement of his p

following to-

day's call by trade untons in the Key Kuzbass Coml region for

an uniimited general strike from Wed

. Sitrtke comenit-

tee Chatrman Gennady Mikhailets said he expected one mil:

Won workers

belonging to the regional federation of inde-

pendent unions 1o come out, reports AFP.
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funds for the developnuwnl of

{ gas icld~ and gas pipeline pro-

jects that would be esscntlal 10
supply gas to the factory silc in
Chittagong. Bakhrabad Cus
Systems Lid. the main suppli-
ers. would not be able to meet
the huge requirements of
KAFCO, 24 million ‘thousand
cit’ an

When asked why the
Government allowed the tim-
ing of the KAFCO renegotiation
o eoincide with the (f{inal
stages of preparations for Asd
Club meeting as well as dis-
cussions over financing of
Jamuna Bridge, a policy maker
. requesting anonymity said
“There was no way out at this
stage.”

According a highly-placed
official source. Japan recently
gave a letier o Bangladesh au-
thorities asking for an early so-
lution to the impasse.

The letter., from the
Japanese Deputy Prime
Minisier. is learnt to have

prompted the cabinet dect-
sk

The KAFCO crisis has al
ready led o the postponement
of the World Bank-sponsored

meeling on the Jamuna Bridge
scheduled for March 16 iIn
Washinglon.

*  According to authoritative
sources, Japan has also
threatened to stay away from
the IMF meeting.

Defending the decision, a
Minister told this correspon-
dent that Bangladesh would
have lost a possible Il battle
with KAFCO.

Diplomatic sourves say the
KAFCO cabal hacd Bonc for an
‘allout campaign in the diplo
matic circles 1o put pressure
on Bangladesh pﬂl-i)rymuk:n.

According to a diplomalic
source. an influential Western

ambassador had advised
KAFCO's top executives that
the Company “"conduct and

present a full risk analysis
study to show that the combi
nation of LG's and wvolatilc

| urea/gas prices do not creatc

oo great a risk on, the GOH

. (Government of Bangladcsh).

The question that remains
unanswered by officials is what
would be the production cost
of urea and ammonta per ton
with the cost over-run and the
agreed gas price at 81.00.

A senfor official last night
failed to give the figures.
Rakibuddin Ahmed. the
Chairman of BCIC, said that he
could not give those ‘off hand.’

The BCIC represents the
Bangladesh government in the
KAFCO Board and Ahmed is a
member of the Board of
Directors.

Ahmed. however, informed
that these calculations had al-
ready been made when this
correspondent referred to a
letter from Tore Feuk. the
KAFCO MD. seeking an ap-
pointment with the [ormer to
discuss “"the funding of the un-
avoidable extra costs”

"The letter. at one stage,
reads: “[ feel that the BCIC, be-

 KAFCO

ing the largest sharcholder in
KAFCO. should become more
involved and informed about
the present situation.”

A Governmosl handout je-
sued last night said, “The
Government s reluctantly

agreed to issue letter of guar-
antee against the export credit
hﬂ!mT'
Referring to conces-
sions. the handout said. "In
spitc of all these, however, thé™
project still red to re-
main far from being satisiac-

tory from the point of view of
fully safle-guarding

Bangladesh's interests and yet,

gal complications as also in the
interest of maintaining fric

relations internationally

promoting foreign investment
in the couniry. the
Government feh hged o
agree o lssue the letier of

Qe e vl

The Finance Minister s
ltkely 10 address a press con-
ference on March 11 where
the KAFCO issue s expected o
figure prominently, Ministry

sOUrcoes sabd,

US options
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whoat sought by India because
of tis reported rice deal with
Cuba und the fact that India
not a tradittonal wheat
porter.

"We have conveyed our can-
cern o the US government.”
Chidambaram said, s
that the United States had not
refused to sell the grain w0
India. -

The minister's comments
lollowed an uproar in parlia~
ment over opposition allega-
tlons last week that New Delhi
had buckled under US pres+
sure and refused to sell rice 1o

Cuba. The government
promised a statement today.
on

(Related

eﬁ#hem Begin
dead

TEL AVIV, Mar 9: Men-
achem Begin, the fiery former
Prime Minister who was
wanted as a terrorist du

Isracl's fight for independence
but years later won Nobel Prize

for making peace with Egypt,
died Monday. He was 78,

reports AP.

Bangladesh Shilpa Bank
Head Office : Dhaka
Assets Disposal Department

Sale Notice

M/s Picwic Textile Industries Ltd.
BSCIC Industrial Estate, Kellaband, Rangpur.

Annual Productions capacity
meter or 3.60 lacs yrds cloth

:3.29 lacs

contacted for further détails.
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assets including land, building, and machinery

etc. of the above mantinrmdngmject will b?s‘:ﬁﬂ by Bangladesh
Shipla Bank on “as-is-where-is" basis. 4
Tender schedule may be procured at a cost of Tk 250/- (non-
refundable) from the office of the undersigned
or before 11-4-92. The office of the undersigned may also be

and be submitted on

Asstt General
Phone : 257427

Dhaka-1000. Tel:

DHAKA.

Editor: S. M. Al
Executive Editor: Mahfuz Anam
Published by S. M. All on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd.,
52 Motijheel C/A. Dhaka-1000 and printed by him at
Offset Printing Dialogue Publications Ltd..
Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215. Editorial. News &
Commercial Offices: 28/1, Toynbee Circular Road,
PABX- 246023—4, 2450861-—-2.
Advertisement: 245063 & Ext. 20. Fax No. 88-02-
863035. GPO Box No. 3257. GRAM: DAILY STAR.

19 Kazi



