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England savage the Lankans

BALLARAT, Mar
9: England f[ast
bowler Chris Le-
Jwis cl.plum-ul four

—
wickets a

\", blazing nptn

spell to dest Sri Lan

today and virtually ensure his

sidc a in the semifinals

of the cricket World Cup,
Reuter.

Lewis bowled openers
Roshan Mahanama (9 and
Athula Samarasekera (23], had

Aravinda De Silva bril-
liantly caught by Neil
Fairbrother one-handed in the

resistance, but he snicked a
catch to keeper Alec Stewart
off lan Botham and was out for
36.

After that, Sri Lanka slid

u:rvld:! to defeat and were
all out 174 in the 44th
over, giving England an em-

phatic victory in front of an
8.000 ecrowd, hall made

I-:_p of
M“munimn mm.

England's success put them
on nine points in nine-
team tion, second to
lecaders New Zealand (10),
after four wins. One match was
abandoned due to rain.

Sri Lanka, with two wins .
and three defecats, now have a
thﬂmehthmniﬂ-

ment, beaten only by Sri
Lanka's 3)3 for seven and

which were scored when the

two lcams met on the np-mlng
weekend:

The England inni gath-
ered such hrulhtlknﬁ[ mo-
mentum that they plundered
73 off the last six overs.

Paceman Graeme Labrooy
bowled Gooch with his fourth
ball of the match while Smith
was run out by a good throw
from Roshan Mahanama.

Botham, stepping away from
the wicket to smash another

four. misjudged the flight of a
ball from left-arm spinner Don
Anurasiri and was bowled mid
die and leg.

Botham,hit five fours and
two sixes. a straight drive and
one to square leg, alter which

he bowed 1o the crowd In typt
cally Nambovant fashion

F W
FAIRBROTHER . . . 63

England were boosted by
the middle order. with
Gracme Hich slamming a ro-
bust 41 in a fourth wicket
partnership of 59 with Neil
Fairbrother, who hit a lusty 63.

In the final assault, Alec
Stewart was particularly sav-
age, finishing with one six and
seven fours from the 46 balls
he faced for his 59,

Stewart and Fairbrother [ig-
ured in an 80-run partnership
for the fifth wicket before
Fairbrother was caught by
Champaka Ramanayake on the
boundary attempting to hit his
third six.

Sri Lanka had done well
earlier to contain E Lo
121 for three off 30 overs after
some tight bowling from spin-

ner Don Anurasir.

Aravinda De Silva's lidc
then lost its way late in the In-
nings when its lers contin

ually bowled short when line
and length was essential

Stewart hit his half-century
off only 32 balls in 43 minutes.
while Fairbrother brought up
his 50 ofl just 63 n min-
ules.

Sri Lanka next play the
West Indies In Berrt on Friday
and then flace Pakistan on
Sunday in Perth.

England next play on
Thursday when they face South
Africa in a day night mutch at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground

- SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard In the World

Cup cricket match between
Ew and Sn Lanka today:
ENGLAND
Gooch b Labrooy 8
Botham b Anurasiri 47
Smith run out 9
Hick b Ramanayake 41
Fairbrother ¢ Ramanayake
b Gurusinha 63
Lewis not out 20
Stewart ¢ Jayasuriyva
b Gurusinha 59
not out 0
Extras: (b-1. |b-9, w-9,
nb-4) 23
Total: (six wickets-50
overs) 280
Fall of wickets: 1-44, 2-80,
3-105. 4-164. B-244. 6-268,
Did not t: D Reeve, P
DeFreftas, R Illingworth.
Bowling: O M R W
Labrooy 10 1 68 |
Wickremasinghe 9 0 54 0
Anurasiri 10 1" 27 |
Ramanayske 10 1 42 1
Gurusinha 10 0O &7 2
Jayasarty l 0 12 0
SRI LANEA

Mahanama c Bothain b Lewis 9
Samarasekera c [llingworth

b Lewts 23
GCurusinha c and b Lewis 7
De Silva ¢ Fairbrother

b Lewis 7
Ranatunga c Stewart
b Botham 36
Tillekeratne run out 4
Jayasuria c DeFreftas

b 1l rth 19
Labrooy ¢ Smith b
lllingworth 19

Ramanyake c and b Reeve 12
Anurasiri lbw b Reeve 11
Wickremasinghe not out 6

Extras: (Ib-7, w-8, nb-8) 21
Total: (44 overs) 174
Fall of wickets: 1-33, 2-46,
3-56, 4-60, 5-91, 6-119, '7-
123, B-156, 9-158.
Bowling: o M R W
Lewis 8 0 30 4
DeFreitas 5 1 31 '@
Pringle o 2T 0
Botham 10 0 33 1|
Illingworth 10 0 32 2
Reeve 4 0O 14 2

runs.
Man of-the-match: Chris

Result: England won by 106

Imran terms rules rid1culous

PERTH. Mar 9:

Pakistan captain

Imran Khan su-

ugested a reserve

day be set aside

in future World
Cup tournaments following his
team's controversial 20 run
loss to South Africa in Sunday's
rain-interrupted matech in
Brisbane. reports AP,

Imran believes an extra day
in the playing schedule would
help avoid the controversial si-
tuation in rain-shortened
matches where the team bat-
ting second must chase a fig-
ure determined by the opposi-
tion's highest-scoring overs.

South Africa compiled 211
in its 50 overs but Pakistan .
was forced to make 193 — just
18 fewer — from a designated

36 overs after showers

ing individual performances in the

Batting: (Tabulate under batsman, country, matches, in-
nings. not out, highest score. runs, average)

M I NO HS R Ave
MDC INZ) 8 8 4 100 263 263
P N Kirsten (S Alfrica) 4 4 1 90 242 8066
A Ranatunga (Shri lanka) § 5 2 88 223 74.33
A Flower (Ztmb) 5 5 2 115 200 66.66
K R Rutherford [NZ) 3 3 1 65 130 65
Javed Miandad (Pak) 4 4 1 89 189 63
D L Haynes (W]) 4 4 1 93 183 61
8 R Tendulkar (India) 4 4 1 81 181 60.33
B C Lara (W) 58 5 1 88 221 5525
D C Boon (Aust) 6 5§ 1 100 216 53.75
(Tabulate under bowler, country, overs. maidens,
runs, . average)
0O M R W Ave
D A Reeve (Eng 26 4 BO 8 10.00
| T Botham (Eng) 50 5 133 10 13.30
C Z Harris (NZ) 41.1 4 158 10 15.80
M Prabhakar (India) 33 4 111 7 15.86
Kapil Dev (India) 3 2 115 7 16.42
M Burmester{Zimb) 75 0 53 . 17.66
ccC lﬂ'hEr% 35.4 3 124 7 17.71
G R Larsen (N 44 3 145 s 18.12
AADonald ( S Africa) 43.3 3 158 A 19.75
w (wi 49.2 Y 179 9 19.88
g
D A Reeve (Eng) 5
S T Jayasuriya (Shri Lanka)
K C Wessels (S Africa) :
N H Fatrbrother (Eng) 4
P A DeFreitas (Eng) 1
WICKETEEEPERS : (Tabulate under catches, st -
el umpings
Cc St
D Willtams (W1) A T -
D J Richardson (S Africa) 7 ]
A J Stewart (Eng 7 -
K S More (India) 5 !
Motn Khan (Pak) 5 .
| A Healy (Aust) 4 ;
I D Smith (N2) ‘4 .
H P Tilickeratne (8 Lanka) 3 1
A Flower (Zimb 3 -

s match:

stopped pla}r for an hour.
"It really 18 a ridiculous rule

because the team batting sec-
ond has no chance,” Imran
said Monday.

You might as well decide
rain-interrupted matches by
the 10ss of a coin.”

"For the next World Cup the

administrators have to change
the system.

"Therc is enough timc -
tween matches to play on a re-
serve day or, In our case,
there was suflicient light an
hour after the match for us to
play on after he scheduled fin-
ishing time.”

The Pakistanis had just
threc points [rom four
matches before the South
Alrican match and viewed that
conlest as a vital part of their
World Cup campaign.

| thought we had a good
chance to win the match and
we were crushing in the early
slages.” Imran said.

"But then came the rain,
which wasn't forecast or |
would never have put them in
because of the rules, and we
suddenly needed over eight
runs per over.”

The loss puts Pakistan in
eighth place on the nine-na-
tion World Cup to able with
three matches to play in the
round-robin serics.

Imran, a veicran of 169
one-day international matches,
said Pakistan had not written
ofl its chances of making the
scmifinals.

Pakistan [aces defending
champion Australia in a day-

night match in Perth on
Wednesday,
“We still have an outside

chance of being in the finals,
Imran said. .

"It just means that both
Pakistan and Australia will be
desperate for a win on
Wednesday.”

Meanwhile, an AP report
adds : South African captlain
Kepler "Wessels is unhappy
wilh his team's form despite
its holding third place in the
nine-nation World Cup cricket
tournament,

South Africa have won three
of their five matches to date
and are in a strong position to

ualify for the semifinals. They
dce neighbour Zimbabwe in
Cnnhl:rrnnn‘mmday.

Wessels said Monday that
his team had batted poorly
during its rain-affected 20-run
victory over Pakistan at the
Brisbane Cricket Ground on
Sunday.,

|CUP STANDINGS

World Cup cricket stand

| ings

aflter Monday's maich
(Tabulate under played. won
lost, no result. points. nel
run-rate):
New Zemland 85 85 0 010 0.88
Evyfand 5 4 0 ) 9 108
South Afries &5 3 32 0 68 0.12
It 5 2 2 1 5 oM
Shrilanks 6 2 3 1 B -0.58
Wesiindies 5 3 3 0 4 012
Avsits uita 58 2 3 0 4 025
Prak ot 5 1 31 3 014
Zirntsad e B 0O B 0 0 1286

Note : Net ran-rate is dif
ference between batting and
bowling rates. Under
competition rules. runs
scored In no-result matches
are not included in run-rate.

Gooch pulls a
hamstring

BALLARAT, M.r &
captain Grahar: Gooch
a hamstring injury wday. leav-
ing & cloud over his future par-
ucipation in the cricket World
Cup, reports Reuter.

"There's a very small tear in
the hamstring.” Geoch said
after he lmped off the field
during England’'s 106-run vic
tory over S Lanka.

Gooch. the veteran of the

England t 38, said he
.ﬂ:lrnld:ﬁlrﬂ

soon Iﬁﬂ feit a sharp pull be-

hind the part of the left
things as was running in
the outfield.

"The physiotherapist be-
lieves there could be a very
small tear in the hamstring,”
said Gooch, whose in-
fluence as both captain and
opening batsman has been
largely responsibile,

For England’s revival in the
last two years.

He will have treatment for -

the injury over the next few
days and delay a decision on
whether or not to play in

England's next match, against

South Africa in Melbourne on |

Thursday.

“If it's not right | won't play.
If it's not right and I play and
it goes again, then I'm gone.
That will be it.” he said,

England's wln' over SnA

Lanka virtually ensures a place |
" in the semifinals, which begin

on March 21,
“"Win another gamc and [|'d

say put our name in [(the semi- |

ﬁndls] said the caulious

Sporti
It's do-o-dle for Ind.la, Wmdles

—

WELLINGTON

Mar 9 Former
champions Indiu
and the Wesi
Indies meet In a
crucial World Cup

N

| crickct showdown at the Basin

Rescrve on with the
loser certain to be eliminated
from semifinal contention,
reports AP.

The teama are caught Iin a
dupurm five-way batile for

*rwn semifinal berths along

with South Africa, defending
champion Australia and Sri

point.
"We've hoping the mlht:r

holds, we have a game and we

can lake the two points.”
Azharuddin said netther

team could afford to consider

defeat. .
"IU's very t for both
teams.” he said. "If the West

struggle with only a couple of
games left."

"If we win tomorrow, espe-
ctall Uﬁuln-t the West Indies,
it thrlll be very big morale-
booster for our (cam.”

India has beaten the West
Indies four times this season
in the World Series Cup 4n
Australia and Azharuddin is
keen to maximise any benefits
be can extract from that

"l should think 1t would give
us a psychological advantage.
because they aren't an easy
team to beat,” he said.

Murray said the West Indics
team needed 10 live up to its

WELLINGTON.,
Mar 9 West In-

dies captain Ric-

hie Richardson

me®  wants an impro-
ved batting per-

formance from his team for

the World Cup cricket

showdown against India at the
Basin Keserve on Tuesday, re-
ports Reuter

The West indians. with two
wins in five games. have yet 10
reach full potential while India
seem Lo E: peaking at the
right time after two consecu-
tive vicjories.

“It's important that we play
a lot better than we have been
and that we win the remaining
three matches.” Richardson
said after his team had been
convincingly beaten by leaders
New Zealand on

An early exit by West Indies,
who won the Cup In the inau-
gural tournament in 1975 and
retained it in 1979, would ai-
most certainly mean a hot re-
ception back in the Caribbean
for Richardson and his team-
males.

"We haven't been playing to
our full potential. we haven't
been playing very well.,” he
said -

“If we play like we are play-
ing. it's going to be very diffi-
cult {n the remaining
malches.”

“The batting has let us

wu quil'.t a bit. We need to

DHAKA TU ESDAY HAR( H 10. 1992

RICHIE RICHARDSON

Ri_chardson bemoans

poor batting

get partnerships going.” he
added.

Although playing more
assertively than West Indies
1983 Cup winners India have
had their share of problems
with bad weather and the less
than-perfect rules for rain-af-
fected matches

Much has been made of the
slower pliches in New Zealand
but Indian captain Mohammad
Azharuddin satd teams had to
adapt to conditions and his
side were used to playing on
such surfaces at home.

"We had no problems re-ad-
justing but it s more difficult
to go on to [aster wickets than
get back to playing on the
slower ones.” he said.

He does not believe the
slower pitches particularly dis
advantage West Indies with
their famed fast bowling at
tack.

In lact, against New Zealand
it was the West Indian batsmen
whe falled properly to come to
terms with the lower bouncing
pitch and Richardson said he
was hoping for a faster.
bouncier track in Wellingion.

“Judging from when |
played there last. the surface
may be slow but it should
firmer (than Auckland's Eden

Park).” he said.
Azharuddin believes his
team. Itfted by the scintillating

batuing of Sachin Tendulkar, is
close to playing at thoir plnuk

"Rain rules. Not quite cricket

CANBERRA. Mar
9: The controver-
sial nile on target
scorcs in incom-

%
plcite matches is

%“'# fast turning cric-

ket's filth World Cup into a
compuler show, reports AFP.

Calculators vie for attention
as much as the bat and ball as
the nine teams grapple with
drastically altered run rates
when rain interferes with the
day's play.

The unconventional rule, in
force only in Australia and New
Zealand which bases winning
targets on the highest scoring
overs of the team batting first,
has caused undisgutsed frustra-
tions all around.

And with the Australian
summer unusually wet this
year, it could yet cause dra-
matic twists in the round-
robin league which approaches
a strring climax in the next
eight days.

India suffered a narrow one-
run defeat by holders Australia
after their innings was cut
short by three overs due to
rain. but only two runs were
deducted from the victory tar-
get.

Pakistan restricted South
Africa to a moderate 211 for
seven in 50 overs in Brisbane
on Sunday, but faced a daunt-
ing target of 194 from 36

overs when a hcavy shower
stopped play for ag hour.

The South Alfricans heaved u
sigh of reliefl when Pakistan
fell just 20 runs short after a
frantic run chase.

Consider the plight of
England, who had the game all
wrapped up when they bowled
Pakistan out for a measly 74 in
the 41st over, yet were given a
60-plus target to win in 15
overs in the rain-ruined en-
counter,

England were disappointed

at having to share points, but
at 24 for one after eight overs

they might well have lost a
game which was theirs for the

The relevant rule in the
Cup’'s playing condition reads:
I, due to suspension ol play.
the number of overs in Lhe in-
nings of the team batting scc-
ond has to be revised. their
target score shall be the runs
scored by the team batting
first from the equivalent num-
ber of hlghcst scoring overs,
plus one.

This is a major departure
from rules in the four previous
tournaments where targets
were determined by the aver-
age runs scored through their
innings by the team taking
first strike.

“The side batting second
struggles.” conceded South

Afrlcan captain Kepler
Wessels. preparing for
Tuesday's clash against min-
nows Zimbabwe at the Manuka
Oval here.

“You need w0 have a balancc.
In the past it was too much tn
favour of the team batting first
Now it's the other way round.”

“They need to find some-
thing midway."

Pakistani manager Intikhab
Alam said: “It's a bad rule, but
we can't complain because all
the teams agreed to the play-
ing conditions before the tour-
nament ;

Soon after the loss to
Australia. Indian captain
Mohammad Azharuddin had
remarked that the match had
]'::pmnd the loophole in the

The Indians had experi-
enced the wrong end of the
Eﬂck even belfore the World

up began when they played an
Australian Country Eleven in a
practice match in Melbourne
last month.

Alter restricting the coun-
try team to 165 for seven in 42
overs, the Indians were coast-

. ing towards an easy victory at

129 for three in the 31st over
when rain abandoned play for
the day.

Yet, the match was awarded
o the home side because their
score in lhc 30 high::t overs

Gray runs year's best 800m

SINDELFINGEM,
Germany. Mar 9:
Johnny Gray ran
the faStest 800
melers of the
year, winning Lhe
cvent in one minutes, 45
seconds at an international
track and field indoor mect
Sunday, reports AP.

The 31-year-old American
led from the start and was
never threatlened,

lletke Henkel of Germany
posted her 25th victory In a
row in the women's high jump.
She cleared 2.04 meters (6
feet-B 1/4 /inches) 1o edge
Stefka Kostadinova of Bulgaria,
the world outdoor record
holder who leaped 2.03 (6-8).

Merlene Ottey dropped out
because of an injury, but the
women's 60 meters still went
to a Jamaican Jultet
Cuthbert in 7.09 seconds.

Linford Christfe of Britain
took the men's 60 meters in
6.55, edging Andreas Berger of
Ausiria, who was second in

=

Fenech charged

SYDNEY, Mar 9: Three-time
world boxing champion Jell
Fenech spit at a Sydney shop
owner and then punched him
twice, a Sydney court was told
Monday. reports AP

Llewellin Starks of the
United States won the men's
long jump with a leap of B.16
meters (26-9 1/4). World in-
door champion Dietmar Haal of
Germany was second with a
jump of 8.11 (26-7 1/4).

P.ump:an indoor champion
Nikolai Antonov of Bulgaria,
fresh of a victory over Carl
Lewis, took the men's 200
melers in 20.67 seconds.

Saild Aouita of Morocco
clinched the men's 3,000 in
7:41.53. and American Mike

Mosharraf's feat

Sports Reportet

Mosharral Hogsain Khan.
the former swipiming ace of
the country, has once again
made it into the news.

Competing in the Cilla di
Fircnze sixt international
masters swimming meel in
Florence, Italy on March 7

8. Mosharral won one and
[infshed second in two other
events,

Swimming in his P
Mosharral won gold in the
50m backstroke event and sil-
vers in the 200m backstroke
and the 100m individual med-
lay

This was learnt from a fax
scnt by Old Stars Filorentina
Nulo to the General Secretary
of the Bangladesh Swimming
Federation Sunday.

Conicy won the triple jump
with a leap of 17.03 mciers

(55-10 1/2).

Boutaib beats
off challenge

FUKUOKA, Japan, Mar 9:
Morocco's Brahim Boutaib
nosed out Kenyan Thomas
Osano with a blaxing spurt in
the final 100 meters to win
the Fukuoka i{nlernational
cross country theet men's 12-

kilometer race here Sunday,

reports AFP.

Boutaib, who won Lhe
10,000-metre’ gold at the
1988 Seoul Olympics, and
Osano both clocked 35min

| 6sec, followed another
Kenyan, Yobes Ondieki, four
seconds behind.

in the women's six-kilome-
tre race, Kenya's Delilah Asiago
triumphed in a time of 19:02
followed by Australian Lisa
Martin Ondieki, the Seoul
Olympic marathon silver
medallist and wife of Yobes
Ondieki, in 19:21.

China's Wang Xituting fin-
ished third one second further
back.

"l raced here to tune up for
the world cross country cham-
plonships” Boutatb, 24. said. "
am satisfled because winning is
all important in cross-country.

o

added up 10 154,

‘Its a crazy rule.,” under-
stuted England manager
Mickey Stewart after the
washed out game against
Pakistan.

Despite Lthe widespread un-
happiness at the rule. no one
has the answer to how a bal-
ance could be found where
both teams have an equal ad-
vanlage.

"A lot of thinking
be done about it "

"For now, let's pray the rain
keeps away for the remainder
of the World Cup.”

Intikhab's sentiments will
be echoed by all the other
teams as well. aware as they
are of the havoc the dreaded
rule can cause.

needs to
Intikhab

potential
We certainly have the tal-

eni its just thali we aren't

consistently good perfof-.
mance .
The West Indics s cnruﬂ-l

shared

in an exciting
Dhanmend! Cricket
Azad Boys Club,
Star's score of 183,
to muster the same number of
runs for nine wickets when
the overs ran oult.

Earller. Three Star hth:d
first and were all out for 183
with Akik 38. Azim of
Azad clatmed four for 36

Mithu topscored with 39 as
Azad made 183 for nine in
their turn. Three Star's
was Lthe pick of the bowlers
with figures of three for 28,

Nirman Schools Eleven de-
feated Amar Jyotl
wickets at the Mohakhai T

3

quota of 40 overs.
nfﬂtmmuﬂhh?{:b

ing lour for 19.

Nirman made 156 for five
in 34.3 overs with Apon mak-
ng 32

Nirman cricket

Sports Reporter

Dhanmondi Govt High
School beat Scholastica High
School by a 168
while Mohammadpur
Boys' School recorded an em:
phatic nine-wicket victory over
Udayan Biddalaya in the Dhaka
zonal championship of the
ninth Nirman schools ericket
competition at the Dhanmondi

Club ground -~terday .
Repubﬁcs agree

on unified team

LAUSANNE. Switzerland,
Mar 9: The former Soviet re+
publics agreed Monday to join
a untfied team for the Summer
Olympics, 10C offictals said,
reports AP,

Francois Carrard, director
gencral of the International
Olympic Commitiee, said the
IOC granted provisional
recognition to the 12 former
republics.

In exchange, they agreed in
principle to the condition of
ficlding a joint team at the
Barcelona Games, he said.

Carrard said Ukraine l,nd
Georgla, which had ' to
lumpet: independently, were
part of rhenpumrnt.

abowt his turbulont careo

| one can fully,

capable of.”

maltches.

ternational career.

Jaced.” he said.
class indivicdual.*

‘Master Blaster’ turns 40 |

SYDNEY. Mar 9: Veteran balsman Viv Richards missed |
out on a spot in the West Indies team lo contest the World |
Cup crickel tournament — but he remains in love with!the
sport he has graced for over two decades. reports AP, |

The outspoken “Master Blaster®™ even appears to"be |
mellowing. Richards celebrated his 40th birthday at the
weekend and marked (t Monday by launching his autobiog- |
raphy “Hitting across the unf- and said he had no regrets

make mysel/ available to participate in the World
understand what's their mission and how
they want to see West Indies’ future,” Richards said.

*I have no worries about that, but I knew what | was

Richards played 121 Tests, scoring 8,540 runs at an
average of 50.24 with 24 hundreds and 45 halfcenturies.
He (s the third highest all-time rungeiter, behind Indian
Sunil Gavaskar and Australian captain Allan Border.

In one-day cricket, he played 187 internationals, scor-
ing 6,721 runs al an average of 47.00 with 1] centuries
and 45 half-centuries. Only Wesl Indies teammate De-
smond Haynes has scored more runs in limited-overs

Richards named Gavaskar and former Australian pace
howler Dennis Lille as the best players he faced in his in-

"Bowlers — | think Dennis Lillee was the greatest |
"He took the cake — he was a fierce competitor and a

Richards sad Gavaskar had no peers with the willow.
“Tve seen him, score more hundreds against our pace
attack than any other batsman,”
"He always looked to be in total control, at all times.”
As players of the future, Richards nominated Australian
| Mark Waugh and South African Jonty Rhodes.

—_— =

Rkhards has mene r le'rl' Jroam ”"a_lh r:”"[mul trm[.
but has a ! g 1 : '
you v rea-
it i ched that
with Eng T;:ui?:d B
lish county \"-"H all' | ;
side Gla: tht.' |
morgan e Richards |
honor. .. Tk Ke asicw
; -‘t fﬁls M-ru‘ |
good, twrn: the World |
ing 40, bu Cup but the |
I still be- West Indies |
lieve | hawe -selecions
| a lot of cri- dﬁ:‘idrd to
cket left.’ i
Richards i
youth poli-
*I's nicc g - - '_' did
lo knouw "&I\. RICHARDS i |

Cup. bul

he said.




