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Upazila

KHAGRACHARI
Property worth
Tk one crore
gutted

Mar 8 : Properties worth
about Taka one crore were
completcly d when a
devastating fire engulfed a big
market at Ramgar Bazar in
Sadar upazila recently reports
UNB.

About 100 shops were
utted in the [ire which is

licved to have originated
from a stove.

The fire started at 11 in the
morning and quickly razed
through the row of thatched
shops jn the busy market
sending panic  stricken
shopkeepers and buyers rush
for safcty.

Sceurity forces and vi
fought for two hours to put oul
the fire,

It may be mentioned that
there are no Fire Brigade ser-
vices in Lthe area.

MAIZDEE COURT
Printing of
note books
unabated

Mar 8: Unabated printing of
substandard note books fis
detcriorating the scholastic
aptitude of the students in Lhe
districl, rcports UNB.

It has been alleged that de-
spite government restrictions
on publishing note books, a
competitive market has
emerged as a secret supplier
ol note books, guardians com-
plained.

In Chaummuhuni, the busi-
ncss has been flourishing with
ncw printing press and publi-
cation agencies solely engaged
for the purpose.

Students are becoming de-
pendent on these note books
which are limited and selling
secrcily.

The law cnforeing .;lgnwk:l
recovered Lhese banned books
scveral times, 1t s Jearnt. -
SIRAJGANJ

Girl hit by car,
succumbs to
injuries

Mar B: A 7-year old girl, hit
by # private car on the Dhaka-
Bogra |lighway Tucsday, suc-
cumbud Lo her injurics al the
Sirajganj Gencral |lospital the
ncxt day, reports UND.

Shahanaru Khatun, daughicr
of a day labourer Gonger All,
was Lrying lo pluck a flowcr al
the road side when she was hil
by the spceeding car,

The accident occurred near
her village at Kutirchar

Bandraghat under Kamarkheand
upazila at about 8.30 am.

SATKHIRA

Violence at
JP meeling
protested

Mar 8: Jaltya Party brought
outl a procession here Wedn-
esday i prulest against Lhe
viclence al the Saturday's JI’
meeling al Saycedabad in
Dhaka, reports UNL.

The procossiontsis Includ-
ing former MD's paraded Lthe
main Lhoroughlares of the
town chanting various slogans,
blamed BNP government for
crealing a rvign ol lerror o
foill the mocting.

Later a rully was hold on U
court premiscs In which
district unit leaders slated e
government fer police
excesses in Lhe mecUng venue
and called up on all W lkunch
movement against the UBNP

m in Lhe country.

They said in a demoeralic
atmosphere every onc has
right to organise a public
meeting Lo ventilaie their
demands and scck public sap-
port. They demianded jmme-
diate rcicasc of Ershad and
other party keaders.

BARISAL

186 trawlers 1o
be distributed
among fishermen

Mar 8: The National
Fisherics Coepurative Seciety
will disiribule enginces,
trawlcrs and fshing ncis in-
volving an amount of Taka 112
crore among Lthe fishermen of
5 southcrn districlts under
post cyclenc rehabilitation

. reports UNB.

:g: socicty will disiribuic
62 trawiers in Uhola dislrict
32 in Darisal, 30 in Pirojpur,
32 in Patuakluli and and 30 in
Chandpur, the sourcus sald.

Besides, 800 rawicrs will
also be distribuied among the

Ashwrmen of Lhe coastal arcas
of Greater Chitlagong and
Noakhali disuricis.

According Lp IMI:,G
sources, this programmc
be implemenicd with the

financial assistance of the

:rn-t of Japan and

e

roundup
FENI

198 degree
examinees
expelled

Mar 8 : A total of 198 de-
gree examinees were expelled
from Fenl Government College
Centre for adopling un-
[airmwcans from February 10 Lo
27, reports UNIS.

Aboul 1,389 stludcents in-
cluding 211 girls arc taking
purl in the degree cxamina-
Uons at this ccentre under
Chittagong University.

A young man of 30 was
crushed under the whecls of
the bus while he was travelling
in at Mohipal on Feni Bypass
| Hghway on Monday.

lle was identified as Taher
of Charipur village of Sadar
upazila of the district,

According lo Lhe police,
when the bus recached Mohipal
the victim suddenly fell from it
and gol crushed under its
wheels. He died on the spol.

PPolice seized the bus but its
driver and helper managed 1o

CBUiLpC.
PATUAKHALI

Mosque-libraries

in union level

Mar 8 : The districlt branch
of the Islamic Foundation has
scl up 189 :-libraries at
the union level in six upazilas
of the distriet.

The foundation has also
madc available to these li-
brarics a large number of
buuks. '

Foundation sourccs said,
they have sct up the librarics
tlo promote rcading habil
among the pcople and help
them te their information
aboul Islam and Lhe Islamic
way of life.

Local pecople said thuy
would now get ample [acilitics
for rcading to enrich thceir
knowledge.

FARIDPUR

Dacoity at
residence of
foreign national

Mar 8 : Scven armed dacoits
lootled a video camera, cash
Taka 3,000 and two gold rings
[rom the residence of a
Norwcgian national at
Badurpur, outskirt of the town
Tucsday night, injuring the
forcigiwr and his night guard,
reporis UNLL

Forcigner Aage Dakken
along with the advisor ol Local
Government  Engincering
Burcau was shifled o Dhaka by
helicopler and then flew to
Bankok for Ureatmoent.

Night guard Ranjan (38)
was admitled to Faridpur
Gemneral ospilal,

Accurding o police, dacoils
stornwd Lhe housc at about 2
am, fasiened the guard and
beat him mercilessly. When
Bukken came oul to rescuc,
the dacoits also injured him by
runadao.

Thw ducolls decamped with
the booules, fMring three
rounds ol bullcts and blasting
busiibs.

Pulice Super visiled
spotl the lollowing morning.

the

JUENIDAH
10-day eye

camp concludes

Mars @ A 10-day cyc camp
in the town here treated over
3000 paticnts since February
16. Of them, 220 catlaract
palicnls were opcraled upon,
repurls UND.

Dr Mizanur Rahman, Dr
Abdur [Rab and Dr Bahauddin
Mallik of BNS|3, Khulna con-
ductud the operutions.

A lwlal of 276 voluntecrs
fromi 19 organisations served
the puticnts in the camp held
al the Primary Training
Insiitute,

The camp was assisicd by
the Med Crescenl Socicly,
Modurn Rescarch laboratorics
Lid and Rotary Club of Jessorc.

BRAHMANBARIA
Discussion on
Language
Movement

Mar 8: A discussion no The
40th year ol the Language
Movement and our Libcration
War' or d by Hrahmuan-
barta itya Acadcimy was
held al #its promiscs recently,
reports ISS.

Noted journalist and |cader
of Sammilia Sangskritik Jol
Mr Fayex
guest  al the discussion.
Preswded over Profl Shantanu
Kaisar, the discussion was
addrossed among others by
"rof AKM [larunur [tashid
Advocale Abdus Saniiel
Advorale Abu Tahor and Mr
Joydul Hossain, Scerctary of
Shahitya Acadoemy.

The discussion was followod
by a cultural lunction and
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SYLHET: Demonstration of solar power system held at Biswanath upazila h-ie;dqu:;ﬁ.wu
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DINAJPUR, Mar 8 : The
sugarcanc plants on a vast tract
of land have been scverally
attacked pest In diffcrent
upazilas ol Greater Dinajpur
district.

it is lcarnt that most of the
pest infested fields have been
turncd ycllowish and the pests
are causing havoc to the
adjoining ficlds.

When contlacted one ACDO
ol the Scluabganj told this cor-
rcspondent that neccssary
measurcs had been taken in
this connection. lle also said,
that the roots of the plants
were rolten by the stagnant
witers caused by the last flood.

However, on  sugarcanc
[armer of Mangalpur informed
that due to high price of spray
machince and non-availability of
pesticides, growers could not
take proper measure, He also
informed that pesticides taken
from mills on credit last year
at the Uime of plantation were
adulterated.

Many of the sugarcane
growers under Panchagarh

Sugar Mills Zonc Area com-
plained that CDA's do not
come to the fields or give the
nceessary instructions.

It may be mentioned here
that a total of about 50,000
acres of land has been brought
undcr sugarcane cultivation in
Panchagarh, Thakurgaon and
Sclabganj Sugar Mills Zone
Arca. Of them, 10,000 acres
have been brought under the
direct supcrvision of the mill

arca, Last yecar, the planting

arca was about 45 thousand
acres of land in the sugar mills

FoncC arca.

From Our Correspondent

Shortage of sixtcen mctric
tons of foodgrains in Haripur
Local Supply Depot under
Thakurgaon district was
detected afler a physical
verification by the District
Anti-Corruplon ‘Department.

Acling on a sccret informa-
tion, policc caught red-handed
a driver and three olher
helpers at the time of loading
109 bags ol wheat in side the
godown rccently. The truck
bearing No Rangpur DAA-09
also been sefzed.

In collaboration with the
Upazila Food Controller, the
Officer-in-Charge of |laripur
Local Supply Dcpol fssucd
three DO against the names of
three mills as Pally Ratloning
wheat for crushing which were
false and the millers did not

New ferry ghat

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 8 : A ncw
ferry ghat at Nolcia, 5 km ofl
Bhuapur, was opened to traflic
on Thursday, reports UNB.

The ghat was completed
last year but could not be made
operational following protest
and obstruction from the local
people.”’

Sirajganj Launch Owners
Association said the protest

from the pcople against the
ncw ghat camc as they feared
o lose jobs and busincss with
the closure of the terminal at
Bhuapur. v &

Nolcia Ghat was sct up in
the midway to Bhuapur duc to
the emecrging chars thal was
blocking riverine traflic on the
roule.

Pests damage sugarcane

know about the allotment, The
Assistant Controller of Food,
Thakurgaon visited the spol.

A case ol misappropriation
has becn siarted with the
Haripur police station in this

Poura area lack
basic amenities
The inhabitants of 'hulbari
Pourashava arca have been fac-
ing with a host ol problcms
which includes deplorable
condition of roads, inaduqualc
street lights, abscnce of
proper drainage systcm, short-
age of accommodalion, lack of
proper sanitary arrangement,
mosquito menace, [requent
power failurc and housing.

The town is being expanded
with the incrcase of population
but the Pourashava authoritics
fails to provide with minimum

civic [acilitics to the Llown
dwcellers.
Most roads In the

Pourashava arca arc narrow
and uncven. Cracks and pol-
holes have developed at many
points. Even afller slight rain-
fall these roads become muddy
and slippery. Rainwalcer
remains stagnant on Lhe roads
causing difficultics to both
pedestrians and vehicular tral-
fic. Morcover, Lhe road-side
ditches remain filled with
filths and garbages arc<not
clecaned regularly which has
gradually turmed inlo the

' mosquito breeding centres.

Abscnee of proper drainage
sysicm is another problem for
the people of the town.
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Firewood use in Sirajganj,

Dinajpur brickfields rampant

SIRAJCANJ, Mar 8 : Despite
government ban, rampant fel-
ling of trees In northern dis-
tricts of the count

veological imbalance.

It is observed that felling of
trees have been rampant In 16
northern districts to meet Lhe
nceessily of firewood for do-
meslic use and in the brick-
ficlds ns weil, In the local mar-
kets firewoods are sold at the
ratec of Taka 60 to Taka BO per
maund.

Use of firewood has been
banned in the brick-ficlds.
There are about 700 brick-
ficlds in 16 northern districts
with doublc and single bum-
crs. More than 2000 maunds
of firewood are required for a
singe burncr brick-field. In
case of double burner the

ity slands at double,

The brick-field owners are
not interested o use coal In
the ficlds because coal is sold
on cash payment. Huge gquan-
tity of coal arc rcmaining un-
sold in 12 depols.

On the conlrary, firewoods
are coliccied on erodit and al a
cheaper rale.

When contacled,
brick-fcld owncrs lold
correspondent  Lhal

SO i
this
open

From Our Correspondent

burning of lirewood could be
done alter 'Mrmﬂng‘ the ad-
ministration and law cnforving
agencies.

But local administration
sources said Lhat firewood are
used In the brick-ficlds very
sccretly and when Lhis corre-
spondent vislled, piles of coal
are obscrved in the brick-
fiekds.

Other than Mlrewood, bam-
boo roots arc also uscd as fucl
in the villuge arcas of Sirajgan)
district. As a resull, gro of
bamboo clusiers are decreas-
ing at a threatening rate,

Such conunuous fclling of
trees and bamboo rools causc
ccological imbalance and the
nurthern region of the country
is threatened by descrtifica-
tlon.

OQur Corcspondent [rom
Dinajpur adds : lRampant usc of
fircwood despilc government
ban in brick-ficid of the dis-
trict of Dinajpur has been go-
ing on wu Ledly -hastening
the process of deforestation.

BrickNeld-owners are al-
legedly using trees as fucl
although coal is a available in
the local depots. There arc
about 75 brick-ficids in Lhe
district.

Besides, bamboo roots arc
ilso being used as fuel for bur-
ningbricks. Age-old Shal, She-
gun, Mchogini, Argun, Bablu
and olher fruil-bearing trees
on buth sides of l}lnug:pur—
Parbatipur, Dinajpur-Sclabgany,
Dinajpur-Phulbari, Parbatipur-
Saidpur, Dinajpur-Thakurgaon
and DParbatipur-Barapukuria
highways ar¢ being felled,
Dale-trees are being chopped

down indiscriminately to feed
brick-licids allecting produc-
tion of molasscs here. Dale-
irees julee is extracted during
the Winler season,

According Lo Forest Depart-
uwrnl, Arjun Lrees grown abun-
dantly and widcly used as
herbal medicine for heart
atlment, showed a marked
dechine n Lthe district because
of indiscriminate culling of
rcus.

According lo another re-
port. poverty has forced many
a villager o sell his fruit-bear
ing troves 0 brick:ficld ownors.
Meanwhile environmentalisis
Iuwe expressed concern at the
f Hing of the trees which al-
fecting the ecological balance
hy the district

for use
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SIRAJGANJ: The owners of brickfields
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SATKIIIIA, Mar 8 : A meel-
ing of the ¢xccutive committee
of the United Communist
League, Satkhira district unit
held at the local party office
with Advocate Mostala
Lutfullah in the chadr.

Azizur Rahman, Ceniral
Commitlee Member of UCL,
Sural Ali and Kamal lossain
spoke on the occasion.

Body recovered

A decomposed body ol an
unidentifiecd old woman (60)
was recovered police from
village Rahimabad under Tala
upazila of the district recently.

It s reported that the local
pcople could i{dentity the
woman. Some villagers tlold
this corrcspondent that they
[ound her begging in the local-
ity.

The body was scnt to the
Satkhira hospital for post-
mortem.

A casc had been regisicred
with Tala thana in this regard.

One slaughtered

to death

Onc Salcha Khatun (60),
sccond wifc of Elahi Biswas of
village Dhulunda under Tala
upazila was slaughtered by a
group ol miscreants recently, .

According to a rcport, a
group ol miscreants slaugh-
tcred the vietim with sharp
dao while she was sleeping at
the verandah of her residence.
The causc behind the murder
could not be ascertained.

The body was scnt to the
Satkhira hospital for autopsy.

A casc was lodged with Tala
thana in this regard,

Gold worth Tk 1.20 lakh

scized

Bangladesh Rilles recovered
20 tolas of gold worth Taka
1.20 lakh [rom thc possession
of onc Yusul Ali Dalal of village
Bhadiali undcr Kalaroa upazila
ol the district recently.

[t is gathcred that while
Yusul Ali, was going lo cross
the border — b?v a bicycles the
BDR personnel of Kakdanga
BOFP caught him redhanded
near at village Kakdanga and
recovered 20 tolas of gold
[rom his posscssion. |

Later, he was handed ovcr
lo police,

A casc was lodged wilh

Kilaroa thana in this connce-
lion,

One kidnapped
by miscreants
One Arshad All (40) of
village Bhomra undcer Sadar
upazila was kidnapped by a
group of miscreants rceently.
According o police
sources, the victim went o his
paddy field on the day of oc-
currence and since then he
had been missing.

A case was lodged with
Satkhira thana in this regard.

1051 mosqucs in
More than 1051 ancient
mosquces built in muany places
of the district arv now in a
dilapidaled condition for a
long period. |
It 1s learnt thal mosyucs
were buill by Sultans and Kings
including Kothabari Muosque
under Kalaroa upavila, Tentulia
Mosque under Tala upazila, the
Sultanpur Mosque, the
BBanshdah DBazar Mosquce all
constructed during the Mughal
period are now on the verge of
collapse,
Local pceople urged Lhe
Department ol Archacology

should FesSCrve Lthese
mosqucs for the historical
interesls.

One pistol, pipegun

recovered

Debhata thana police on
reecipt of scecret inlormation
recovered one country nuade
pistol, onc pipcgun and Llwo
cartidges beside the play
ground of Subarnabad Primury
School recently.

Tk 18.65 lakh
smuggled
goods seized

COMILLA, Mar B8 :
Bangladesh Riflles of 29
Battalion here seized contra-
band goods worth about Taka
18.65 lakh and arrested 10
people Iin cennecction with
smuggling during the last
month, reports UNB.

Ooods worth about Tk
18.03 lakh were seized while

pieces, eycle and motor parts,
medicines, sugar, onion,
turmeric, blackpepper and
luxury fterms.,
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40 fishermen hurt

in clash with rivals

HADBIGANJ, Mar B : At least
40 pcoplc were injured, 10 of
them serfously, in a clash be-
tween two rival groups of fish-
ermen in Baniachong upazila of
the district on Tuesday,
reports UND.

Witnesscs said the clash en-
sued over the calching of fish
in Jamuna Beel, near the
Palaria village. Both the groups
used lethal weapons in the
clash.

The serfously injured were
admitied to llabigan| Sadar
hospital and the rest were
released afler first aid.

A casc has been lodged with
local police,

A cultural compelition was
held here at the local Islamic
Foundation auditorium on

Organiscd by the local
branch of the Islamie

Foundation, it was participated

by about 300 students from
diffcrent schools and
madrashas compcling In
recitation from the holy Quran,
Hamd, Nath and essay wriling.
Prizes were awarded to 51
students by labibul Matin,
Depuly Director of the
Foundation.
BSF men remove houses

Indian DBorder Securily
Force (I3SF) removed 22
dwelling houscs [rom Balla
border arca of the district afler
official level discussion In
Agariala on February 26 l.n%
27.

BSF built these houses in
the arca some days ago.

The Deputy Commissioncr
of 1labiganj, Shah Alam led the
8 mem 3angladeshi weam
while the District Magistrute of
West Tipara J P Gupla led the
Indian tcam.

Divorce

1n rural

areas increasing

PABNA, Mar 8 : Non-pay-
ment of dowry, polygamy and
immoral activitics have broken
of[ morc Lthan 50,000 mar-
riages in 18 upazilas of the dis-
trict during the last threc
years, rcports UNB.

- In most cascs, lower class
womenlfolk were the worst sul-
ferers. Duc to non-registration
of the marriage dceds, op-
pressed women did nol get
the legal protection.

Most of the S WCre
conducled withoul any regis-
tration duc to the {gnorance of
the illitcrale people and
ncither they were ever awarc
of the legal aspeet and benefit
of registcred marriages.

Added to the problem is the
demand of higher charges by
the ma > registrars in Lhe
rcmote arcas, villagers alleged.

While expressing their
opinion on the matler some
young cducated villagers urged
the government lo lake mwa-
surcs for ensuring the registra-
tion marriage dccds with
dusirable amount ol fee for
sake of the poor people. '

l3csides, delying the gov-
crnfment reslriction, many
people marry mwre than ence
in far lung arcas without the
writien permiission of Lheir
first wives.

A su showed thal mar-
riage in the rural arcas oflen
fail 1o ensure the rights of a
wife duc to the absence of legal
protection provided in the
deud.

As a result, divoree has be-
conw a common fcature in Lthe
rural arcas. The victims mosily
live in utter dcspair, some-
timws forcing them o indulge
in immoral aclivitics Lo cara
their livelihood.

A sum of Taka 1,30,61,000
was distributed among 285
farmers of the district as crop
loan during the current inten-
sive rabi crop cultivation pro-
granune,

The loan was disburscd
thirough the branches of
Rajshiihi Krishi Unayan Bank
(RKUI3), Sonali Bank, Janala
Baunk and Agrani Bank.

Money lenders take
higher interest rate

BORGUNA, Mar 8 : Money
lenders cashing in on the mis-
crics of small farmers and
traders of the district charging
cxorbitant interests on the
moncy lent to their helpless
borrowcrs, reports UNB.

According to sources, the
unregulaled rates of interest
arc Taka 20 Lo Taka 25 per
cents varying with the nature
ol busincss transaction. The
method of lending s so tricky
that he borrowers have no way
out to cscape from the
clutches ol these moncy len-
ders,

These lenders very often
advance moncy againsl stand-
ing crops in such'a way Lhal
the growcers are made Lo hand
over their almost entlire crops
against nominal borrowings. As
a resull, the prasants ncver
cnjoy the fruits of their lubour
since the very method of bor-
rowing pul them at the mercy
of their lenders.

The mo lenders are nok
rcgisicred, So they have not Lo
pay any income lax. They have
only te count interest. Their il-
lcgal business has rendered
hundreds of peasants and
small traders loose their
ancestral lands, homes and
movablc propertics.

Another UND rcport adds :
llundreds of landless people
arc pouring into Lhe district
headquarters and its surround-
ings in scarch ol employment,
food and rclicfl materials.

Most of them are verging on
starvation duc to lack of em-
f:LU}’I!IH..‘I'II opporiunitics. Some

vi slarted begging door to
duor.

The Food for Works
Progranunc (FWD) has failed o
check the sharp rise of land-
less people in the district, it is
allcpged.,

Chandpur Hospital beset

with problems
From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR, Mar. B8:
Chandpur modernised hospital
is beset with problems inchud-
ing shortage of medicine, bed.
food and inadequate number of
doctors, nurses and stall.

The hospital has only fifty
beds which is quite Inadequate
to meet the needs ol twenty
lakh people of the district.
Sometimes the number of ad-
mitted patients stands double
of the seats. The palients are
compelled to stay on the floor
of the hospital. Cardiography
Medicine, Blood, Eye. E.C G
Child departments arc with
out doctors for a long lime,
Besides, due to shortage of
doctors many other important
departments cannot be run
properly. The existing doctors
cannot cope with palients
coming to the hospital every-
day. Water supply in the hospi-
tal i1s not sufficient. Water
supplied from a deep tubewell.
contains iron.

Many {important
ments of Dental Department
remains out of order lor a long
time. The hos has only ane
ambulance ch has been ly-
ing out of order for a long
time. As a result removal of se-
rious patients to Dhaka for
better treatment is being
hampered .

Indoor-patients suffering
from contagious discases are
accommedated in general
ward in the absence ol an iso-
lated ward. There is no chil-
dren ward in the tal.

Some common lets and
capsules are available for
i r and outdoor patients.

instru-

The poor patients are 1o
purchase medicines and other
goods from the markcis. The
hospital is lacking sanilation.
The hospital has not been
renovated since i1s inccption,
it s reported that food
supplied to the palicnis is
quite insufficient. Nurses, ward
boys and swecpers are inade-
quate. Doctors. nurses staill
cannol be accommodaled due
to shortage of residential
accommodation.

People urged the Govern-
ment to turn the hospital into
hundred beds hospital 10 meet
the growing need of the
district.

No gate or
guard at rly

crossing

MAWDEE COURT, Mar t. L
Public salcty 1s at total risk &s
there is no gale or any guard at
Lakshinarayanpur th]'
Crossing near rlu'!. reports
UND.

e e
the c

between Maijdee Court
railway station ol Noakhalt
triet remains open to free flow

of trafMic it susceptible
to any kind of accident any

Lime.

Peoplc complained that de-
spite repcated requests for

sciting up safety measures at

the crossing, no action has yet

been taken.



