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Iran, Russia to launch
fresh efforts to end

new
with Russia” to halt the -
the Christian
Armenian enclave ol
Karabakh in Muslim
According to
sources here,

Azerbatjan,

arabakh war

Armenta and Russia.

Minister Ali Akbar
Velayatt said Iranian dele-
gates would return next week
to the two Caucastan republics
in a bid to secure a ceasefire.
after a similar effort last month
that fadled.

On Saturday. Tehran radio
wamed that “certain countries
are trying to side with one ol
the ts in the conflict
to advance their own policies

in the region.”

both Turkey and the United
States for their policies toward
the Musltim republics of the
former Soviet Union.

_Ii Korean parliament to
ratify accord with IAEA

TOKYO, Mar 8 :

Agency (IAEA) and the state

budget.
Pyongyang signed a nuclear
safeguards agreement with the

Velayati urges
OIC to protest
Myanmar action
against Muslims

TEHRAN, Mar 8 : lranjan
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar
Velayati called on the
Organisation of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) Saturday to

rotest against “violent and
* treatment of Muslims in

Myanmar, reports AFP.

Quoted by the offictal news
agency IRNA. he called for the
recognition of their rights as

citizens and for the
repatriation of tens of thou-
sands of Muslims who have

fled to Bangladesh.

Musitms from Arakan state
have been fleeing across the
border to escape alleged
atrocities by Myanmar forces .

- BRIEFRY

IAEA in January to allow in-
spections of its plants but has
‘yet to set a timetable.
Washington. Seoul and their
allies, suspecting North Kerca
is trying to build a bomb, have
called on ng to ratify
the accord soon. North Kroea
has dented developing atomic

Weapons.

A North Korean Foreign
Ministry spokesman said |ast
month that after parliament
had ratified the agreement,

ngyang would accept nu-

inspections :without de-

In December. North and
south Korea signed a separate
accord banning nuclear
weapons from the Peninsula.
The agreement provided for

by the two sides of
other's nuclear plants.

Seven hours of talks be-
tween the two sides were ad-
journed last week with no
progress toward setting a
timetable for those inspec-
tions. South Korea warned that
political and economic rela-
tions would become more dif-

ficult if Pyongyang continued
to delay.

"Our side again reminded
the North ff the mutual South-
North inspections do not take

at an date, inter-

recan relations will enter

into a difficult phase.,” a Seoul
government statement said.

The two sides will meel
again on Tuesday.

North and South Korea are
still technically in a state of
war after the truce that halted
their 1950-53 conflicL

Clashes leave 6 dead in S Africa:

Six blacks were shot. hacked and clubbed to death on
Saturday in fresh fighting between supporters of Nelson
Mandela's African National Congress and members of the
Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom Party, reports Reuter from

Johannesburg

Witnesses sald hundreds of Inkatha members armed with
sticks, clubs. and machetes. and some with shotguns.
marched through Alexandra township in defiance of a gov-
ernment order after a funeral was abandoned. The hacked,
stabbed and shot at residents. killing six and wounding 20

others.

The funeral of an Inkatha member was abandoned when

the mortuary

twice delivered the wrong body

for burial.

Police said they found three bodies after the Inkatha
march, but residents said six people were killed.

Six killed in Venezuelan prison:

At least six inmates have been killed and 30 others injured in

a battle by three rival prison
guns, pistols, knives and s

gangs armed with submachine

ned rods. officials said,

reports AP from Caracas, Venezuela.

Three inmates were stabbed death and another three were
shot Friday at the Tocuyito Penitentiary Center, 200 miles to
the west of Caracas, said prison director Cristian Benavides.

The 12-hour gun

battle — the second wave of violence at

the prison in a week — ended Friday' night after National
Guard units intervened, Benavides said. Two inmates were
stabbed to death earlier this week.

"The prison guards alone could not control the situation.
:pnp seemed better armed than we were.” Benavides

ICRC official meets Iraqj FM: «.

official of the International Committee of

Red Cross

(ICRC) met Iraqi Foreign Minister Ahmad Hussein Al-Khodair
in Baghdad Saturday to discuss the fate of prisoners still held
from the Iran-lraq war, reports AFP from Baghdad

The Iraql

news agency said Michel Cngneu.x and the

Foreign Minister reviewed the agreement signed betwcen the
two countries on February 14 in Geneva to resume an ex-
change of prisoners from the 1980-1988 conflct.

The e

is due to start in mid-March. Baghdud Says

iran still holds 30.000 Iragis. while Tehran says 5 000

Irantans are left in Iraq.

Athens faces water shortage:
Athens faces the worst water shortage in 10 years and the
mmml water board has urged the government to launch a
nationa fo prevent wastage, Greek news rs said
Saturday. reports AFP from Athens. P

As of late last month, the Greek capital and outlying arca
had only seven months' worth of water reserve left. a water
board said.

The situation was caused by insufficient prospecting and
lack of maintenance of the distribution mtwrkﬁhinh al-
lowed large quantities of water to escape, the official said.

Israeli official killed in Ankara: .

car bomb killed the Isracli embassy's security officer and
wounded three passers-by in Ankara t::P Blturdg in reprisal
for the murder of a Lebanese Islamic leader. the Turkish
Foreign Ministry said, reports Reuter.

A ministry statement said the Islamic Revenge
Organisation, a little known group. had claimed planting lae

“The person who claimed the attack on behalfl of the
MWthﬂuﬂ{MM¢H¢mmln+
Htﬂ:hd“h Imnp-ﬂ ‘::[ the killing in Lebanon of (Sheikh) Abbas

usawi,” ft . _relerring to Israel's killing of the leader of
Lebanese Hizbollah (Party of God) on February 16.
it was not clear how the ministry learnt the motive.

BANCKOK, Mar 8 : At lcast
112 ptigrims returning from a
shrine drowned early Sunday
alter their crowded ferry was
rammed by an oil tanker and
capsized, news reports said. At
least 21 passengers were res-

The accident in the Gulf of
Thailland was the nation's
worst maritime disaster in

modern history.
cut in front of the

east of . satd Sgt
Pradap Praphakun by tele-
phone from the town.

Anan Anantrakul. a senior
interfor Ministry official. said

the vessel carrted 120 passen-

gers. but villagers said the ves-
sel carried no less than 200

Chllmmi 7 televiston re-
ported at least 112 people
drowned and 2| were restued.

The casualty re was not
immediately med by offi-
cials

Police said the tourists
were from a province near
Bangkok and visited a

well-known animist shrine on

International

@
the tsland.
Survivors were taken to
in 8 Racha and the

bodies of victims here lem-
porarily placed in a Buddhist
temple

A Tha journaitat in 81 Racha
i

opment plan that includes a
large port. industrial sites and
tourist facilities,

More than 20 passengers
drowned in 1987 I‘Zry
carrying tourists from an is-
land in the Gulf of Thailand
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PRETORIA: A Conservative

referendum.

party supporter holds a poster
of President De Klerk kneeling at the feet of ANC leader
Nelson Mandela at a rally in Pretoria held to call for a no
vote amongst. Conservatives in the forthcoming

— AFP/UNB photo.

Afghan refugees escalate

crime rate in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD. Mar 8: The
presence of about 3.5 millon
Alghan re‘l':‘.eel in Pakistan
has cscala the crime rmate in

the country particularly in
Northwes ntier Province

Opinion poll
puts Labour
ahead of Tories

LONDON. March 8
Support for Britain's opposi-
tion Labour Party has jumped.
according to an opinion poll
released on !!-Iurd-r. vmlt
voters in another poll gave a
thumb-down to the Con-
servative government's hand-
ling of the economy, reports
Reuter.

A survey in the Mail on

newspaper put Labour
points ahead of the con-
scrvatives, marking a shift
from the polls of the last
month or so which have shown
the two main parties running
neck and neck.

A poll in Sunday's observer
newspaper put Labour only one
point head. but showed half of
those questioned feared the
economy was in danger in the
hands of conservative chancel-
lor of the exchequer (Finance
Minister] Norman Lamont.

Only 12 per cent in the
Observer's poll blamed Prime
Minister John Major ‘s gov-
ernment for Britain's reces-
sion, although 42 per cent
blamed the government of his
Lrnd:c:unr Margaret Thatc-

r.

Major was chancellor of the
exchequer in Thatcher's gov-
ernment.

(NWFP), posing a serious
threat 1o the law and order si-

tuations, Xinhua.
According to the local daily
The News Today. police offi-

cials an intelligence services
suspect the involvement of
Alghan refugees in 75 per cent
crimes in the country.

Soon after Afghan refugees
took shelter in Pakistan in
1978, they especially those
dichard i:ﬂmin:rlnnn,l them
siarted indulging in heinous
crimes like dacoities, rob-
beries and car lfting. the

newspaper said.

Quoting statistics gathered
by an independent media or-
ganization. the report said in
the last decade (1981-91).
481,948 crimes were reported
wherein 361.46]1 were com-

mitted by Alghan refugees.

During the period. Afghan
refugees were charged for
killing 12.882 persons while
Pakistanis were charged for
kiling only 4,294 people.
Death attempt were made on
6.189 citizens by Pakistanis

and for 18.565 death atiempt
Afghans were named.

Locals kidnapped |.287
while found guilty for
3.859 kidnapings. Refugees
made 175 dacoities while
Pakistanis were accused for
only 59 dacoities, and 154
robbery cases were registered
against Pakistanis and 45,9075
cases were committed by
Alghans.

The report attributed the
main reason behind to the fact
that they were supplied by

Sikhs kill 8
more in Punjab

AMRITSAR. Mar 8: Sikh
militants shot and killed

cight people in Punjab, six
of them after they were lined
up against a wall and sprayed
with automatic gunfire, police
said Sunday. reporis AP.

Six gunmen Saturday bar-
ged into the home of Najjar
Singh and shot him and his
wife as they slept. police se-
nior superintendent [siwar
Chandra said. He said the
other six were killed in the
adjoining house of Singh's
brother, Charan Singh.

Chandra said the rebels
dragged out Charan Singh .his
two sons . their wives and his
mother-in -law, lined them up
in the courtyard and opened
five with assault rifles

The killings occurred in
Chunga village, 175 kilometers
(110 miles) south of Amritsar,
the holy Sikh city and the fo-
cus of Sikh extremism.

Sikh rebels have been fight-
ing since 1982 to set up an in-
dependent nation in the
northern state of Punjab, a rich
farming land bo Pakis-
tan

Sikhs are in a slight major-
ity in Punjab. The separatists
claim the Hindu-dominated
federal government is not giv-
ing them their share of the
state’'s wealth. The separatists
also claim cultural and political
discrimination.

Racial stn

NAIROBI, Mar 8: More than
15 people have died in clashes
between Hutu and Tutsi ethnic
groups in the central African
state of Rawanda, Kigali radio
reported today, said Reuter.

The radioc monitored in
Nairobi said about 6,000 peo-
ple had pled their homes non
the southern Bugesera region
and taken refugee at the
Roman Catholic Partash at

Nyamata.

Earlier reports from trav-
ellers returning to the capital
Kigali said the clashes broke
out on Thursday. Rawandan se-

curity forces later intervened,
but the clashes continued on

e claims 15

The reports said houses
belonging to the minority Tutsi
— the former feudal rulers who
were overthrown in violent
fighting in 1959 — were burnt
down by members of the ma-
jority Hutu.

Members of the rebel
Rwanda Patriotic Front (RPF),
which has been fighting in
northern Rawanda for the last
16 months, accused the Hutu -
dominated Rwandan govern-
ment of instigating violence.
The government has not
commented on the Alegations.

Rawanda has in the past ac-
cused Tutsis living in neigh-
bouring Burundi of mounting

in Rawanda

attacks into southerm Rwanda.

Hundreds of thousands of
Tutsis fled from Rawanda in
the 1960s after the Tutsi
monarchy was overthrown.
Tutsis continue to dominate
the government in Burundi,
where thousands of people
have died in inter-ethnic
clashes in recent years.

President Juvenal Habyari-
mana says Rawanda, with one
of the world's highest
population densities of more
than 271 people per km
cannot agree to de s to
take back hundreds of thou-
sands of Tutsis who fled into
exile to escape trtbal mas-
sacres.

Russia, India to sign defence pact

NEW DELHI, Mar 8 : Russia
is keen to continue close mili-
tary ties with India, and is
likely to offer on sale a nuclear
submarine, Mig-31 jets and
Su-28 fighter bombers, the
Press Trust of India (PTI) re-

ported today, says AFP,

The two countries were ex-
pected to sign a defence
agreement during a visit later
this month to New Delhi by a
high-level Russian delegation

by deputy Prime Minister

Gennady Burbulis, the news
agency said.

India and Russia will also
“finalise an arfangement for

the uninterrupted supply of
spares of Soviet weaponry in
use with the Indian defence
forces,” PT1 quoted “well-in-
formed” sources as sa

A spokesmen for the
Russian embassy here con-
firmed that Burbulis was com-
il;;gédhut said no date had deen-

The Soviet Union. untl its
break-up, was India's biggest
defence supplier. In recent
months, Indian officials have
sald that they were facing
shortages of parts for the
Soviet military hardware with
India. ' >

PTl said Moscow was ready

to sell a Charlie-class nuclear
submarine, Mig-31's and Su-
28's, and study Indfan offers to
set up joint ventures in third
countries to build and sell

Soviet military equipment.

"A number of countries in
the Far East, Middle East and
Africa have recently ap-

proached India for supply of
Soviet-made

spares for
weapons,” it added, without

giving any details.

The visit by the Russian
delegation, which will also dis-
cuss bilateral trade, comes as
New Delhti is slowly opening up
to the United States on mili-
tary matters.

The Buily Star
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112 drowned as ferry capsizes|
in Gulf of Thailand

Off the Record

Ex-Olympics chief won't waste
$ 12m for Senatorship

SACRAMENTO, Calif: Former Olympics and bascball chief
Peter V Ueberroth says he decided not o run for the US

Ueberroth, who is credited with t a profit at the
1984 Olympic Cames in Los . he was told he
would have (o raise more than 12 million dollar by November.

“That is to me a waste of money” said Ueberroth, who also
was baseball commissioner from 1984 10 1989

The -old businessman had unttl Friday to decide

‘whether to enter the Republican primary for the Caltfornia

scat being vacated by Alan Cranston.
Cranston.77, announced last year he wouldn't seek re-

election.
Four legged baby
e
awails surgery
CAPE TOWN. South Africa : A baby boy born with four legs
is about to undergo extensive surgery that doctors will
gve him a normal body. the baby's parents said Satu . AP

reports.
Aztz Railoun, five months old, 18 an alert child who has no

ﬂz&ﬂwhmlhtuppﬂpﬂuf}mhudy But he has
legs. two pelvises and twin genitalia and already has had
an extra colon removed.

His parents Ebrahim and Ghairu Rafloun. both 22, say doc-
tors at the Red Cross Children's Hospital in Cape Town have
@ven the operations an even chance of success

Netther parent has a family history of physical deformity.
and the mother said she was not taking any spectal drugs
when the baby was concetved.

“They said it's a phenomenon that occurs once in a billion
times.” Mrs Rafloun said of her only child.

She said a scan taken when she was five months pregnant
revealed no abnormalities. But about a month later when the

baby began kicking she though she was expecting twins.
"My sister went out and bought two sets of clothing " she

said .

The couple decided to make their son's condition public
this week when they realized they could not afford the ex-
pensive medical costs.

They chase pistol-wielding
- - " ] w
Minister into public toilet
NAIROBI, : Stone-throwing youths who broke up a
pro-government rally in Kenya chased a ﬂ:ml-mldinl
Assistant Minister into a public toflet and set car on fire.
witnesses said, Reuter.
David Mwenje. Assistant Minister for Supplies and

Marketing. took refuge in the tollet after firing his pistol in a
vain attempt to ward-ofl the youths who broke up a rally
yesterday by the ruling Kenya African National Unfon [KANU)
party.

Riot police used tear gas and batons in a pitched battle
with the youths in the crowded Nairobi suburb of Dandora
who shouted slogans of the opposition Forum for the
restoration of Democracy (FORD).

Boyfriend tries to gas
ENSCHEDE. Netherlands: A university student has been

charged with a attempted murder after admitting he tried to
gas a fellow student who stole his girlfriend. police said

Friday, AP reports,

The 23-year-old suspect told police’ he drilled a hole
through the wall of his rival's a nt and piped carbon
monoxide gas into his bedroom last Saturday nﬂ
. Ifthl:;umhndmcmd:d.ut-tudentp ned to take

s own using what was left of the ; kesman
Piet Hendriks said. s poion po

The suspect said he was obsessed with jealousy after the
other student started going out with his girifriend of three
year's standing, Hendriks added. None of those involved was
identified. in line with Dutch police practice.

Hendriks said the suspect ordered a cylinder of the poi-
sonous gas from a local company and bored the hole two days
before the incident.

Bush blasts ugly politics
of hate

OKLAHDAM CITY: President Bush called on Americans
Friday to "reject the ugly politics of hate” as he campaigned at
a cheering pom-pom waving student rally here. reports AP.

Bush, who has avoided a
direct clash with challenger
Patrick Buchanan over civil
rights, blended a warning

against bigotry with a call
for voluntary prayer in

school in remarks at
Oklahoma Christian
University.

Bush told the students
he was ‘“counting on
Oklahomans you young
people especially to reject
the ugly politics of halc
that's rearing its head
again.”

"Antisemitism, racism
bigotry, they have no place
in the United States of
America,” Bush said.

Bush aides say head-on clash with BucRanan over civil
rights now could prompt his followers to sit out next fall's
election.

"We want those conservatives to be with us in
November,"spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said. :

Artillery fire erupts anew in Croatia

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia, Mar
8 : Artillery attacks claimed at
least six lives Saturday as scat-
tered shelling erupted anew in
Croatia, punctuating weeks of
general calm as Yugoslavia's
warring parties awaited UN
peace s, reporis AP,

In Be e, foes of Serbian
President Slobodan Milosevic
made final plans for a rally to
demand his ouster Monday.
the anniversary of a demon-
stration he crushed one year
ago with tanks.

Local defense officlals in the
eastern Croatian city of Osijek
reported at least four ctvilans
were killed and five wounded
Satu by shelling from two
Serb-held positions.

The officlals said shells
were still falling by sundown
and fire also was being di-
rected at Vinkovel, a city south
of Osijek that had also been a
key battlefront in the nearly 7-

month-long ctvil war.

Two soldiers also were
killed in shelling on Croat po-
sitfons in the Dalmatian
hinterland. officials said, and
artillery fire also was reported
around Masic and Poljane, 60
miles east of the Croatian
capital of Zagreb.

The attacks could not be
independently verified.

The federal army had no
comment. The Serb-domi-
nated army joined with ethnic
Serb militias in about a
third of Croatia's territory after
the republic declared inde-

pendence last June 25.

The reported attacks ap-
peared to be part of a pattern
of sporadic tions that have
disrupted a fruce the United
Nations help broker in
January.

The first of 14.000 UN
peacekeepers are expected to

-

begin arriving later this week,
and Denmark said Saturday {t
would send about 900 lightly
armed troops as an early con-
tingent to western Croatia,
starting March 28.

Meanwhile, Belgrade was
the scene of rising tension as
organizers of Monday's rally
said they had 10,000
guards to defend the
protesters and prevent a re-
play of last year's clashes with
tanks and riot police.

The federal army warned
that it was braced for violence
during the planned demon-
stration.

Dozens of tanks rumbled
through Belgrade last March 9
after riot police clashed with
tens of sands of protesters
demanding Milosevic's resig-
nation. Two people were killed
and 20 injured.

Four days of street protests
epsued, but failed 10 dislodge

I 4

Milosevic's Socialist cabinet of
renamed Communists. But
Milosevic met some demands,
including the release of pris-
oners and an easing of press
censorship.

Seeking to allay mounting

fears of violence, Milosevic's
chiefl rival and leader of the

Serblan Renewal Movement,

Vuk Draskovic, pledged that

his guards would go unarmed

and not seek confrontation. He
said their purpose would be "to
prevent a single pistol from
reaching the gathering.”

The start of the war in
neighboring Croatia last sum-
mer muted growing discontent
with Milosevie's economic
policies. His support of ethnic
Serbs batth gruunn forces
sent his popularity soaring,

Now that the war has
stalemated, Milosevic is being
accused of abandoning his

Larry Lamb's
condition

"Croatia and of u

former ethnic Serbian allfes in
m-
inous policies that saw unem-
ployment reach 20 per cent
and prices skyrocket.

In a gauge of opposition
strength, Belgrade television
reported over the weekend
that 579.000 people had
signed a petition demanding
Milosevic's resignation _
spurring opposition hopes for
a big turnout Monday.

"We have nothing to pro-
duce, nothing to sell and no-
bodztu-dllttu.uidhnh-
Aleksic, a Serb who com-
plained about a trade boycott
imposed by Western Europea
during the war to bring Serbia
o negotiate peace.

But defended
Milosevic, saying the economie
blockade. not Milosevic's poli-
cies, were to blame for Serbia’s
WOeSs .

others

critical

Tea export hard hit by global
recession, tough competition
From Nurul Alam in Chittagong

SYDNEY, Mar 8: Former
British tabloid editor Sir
Lamb was in a coma in hospital
here today after collapsing on
Thursday, medical authorities
said. ,

A spokeswoman for Saint
Vincent's hospital told AFP
"Lamb’s condition was critical,
but stable."

Lamb, former editor of the
London tabloids The Sun and
The Daily Express, suffered a
massive heart attack Thursday
hours before he was to watch
England play Australia in the
World Cup Cricket.

The Spokeswoman said
Lamb was in a2 coma and on a
life-support machine in the
hospital's intensive care nnit.

He was being visited each

day by family members.



