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Security Council Must Act
Immediately

We welcome the move by the government to
take the Burmese refugee issue to the United
Nations Security Council. Bangladesh should leave
no stone untumed to impress upon the Council
as to the vity of the situation and to ensure
that its deliberations are held at the earliest. The
situation is becoming grim with every passing
day. with more and more refugees crossing the
border. All attempts to talk with the Myanmar
authorities have so far failed and the indication
appears to be clear that they have absolutely no
intention of stopping their oppression on the
Rohingyas — at least not at the moment. The in-
ternational community will therefore has (o act in
a concerted manner to stop their political. social
and religious persecution.

The UN Security Council must impress upon
the Myanmar authorities that what they are doing
to their minorities cannot be allowed to continue.
Not only the issue is one of justice, of human
rights, it is also a question of security for
Bangladesh and by extension, for the region itsell.
The massive mobilization of Myanmar troops
across the border cannot be taken lightly by
Bangladesh. The international communily must
also see the security threat that is implied by this
huge concentration of forces.

We urge the Security Council to bring maxi-
mum pressure upon the Myanmar authorities to
settle the problemn through discussions. Failing
which the Council must consider the possibilities
of mandatory actions which it has taken on
similar situations in the recent past. The options
of imposing arms embargo could be a possibility
that should be seriously considered. It is now
more than evident that the arms that the regime
is procuring is mostly for the purpose of
oppressing their own minority.

Information filtering out of Myanmar indicate
that the army junta may have embarked upon an
all out offensive against all minority groups.
Instead of any early solution to the problem, we
could just as easily see a massive escalation of it.
Under the circumstances, it is quite possible that
of the 3 million Muslim population in the Arakan
region, a large number may be forced to flee their
homes and become refugees, swelling their
number on this side of the border. Such a burden
will be totally beyond the capacity of Bangladesh
to bear. All these considerations must figure into
the deliberations of the Council and a solution be
found which is just, democratic, swift and, above
all, ul. ,

In this time of trial we expect China, which
maintains a very close link with Myanmar includ-
ing giving it vital military assistance, to use its

offices to bring the latter to the negotiating
table. Given the close and friendly relations that
exists between our two countries, we naturally
expect a positive role from China in this regard.
It cannot shy away [rom exerting a sobering
influence on M , which, we believe il can.
Given the near total isolation of the Myanmar
regime, a gentle nudge from their northern allay
may work wonder.

The Security Council and the international
community must be aware that the real solution
to the Myanmar problem lies in the democratisa-
tion of the country. Towards that end, all the
democratic forces must join hands and totally
isolate this illegitimate military junta that now
clings to power only through oppression.

-Welcome to a Writer

The emergence of former Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev as a writer, newspaper
colummnist and the head of a research foundation
provides just another sign as to how much has
changed in a country where a deposed leader,
more often a dictator than an elected head of
state, once rarely faced such a colourful future. If
we welcome the change in the former Soviet
Union, as indeed we do. we also extend our
greetings to the 'new' Gorbachev as the newest
and a somewhat unlikely member of the journalist
fraternity.

As a journalist, the former Soviet leader has
much to tell the world about the collapse of the
system he tried his best to save and to offer his
own reasons as to how and why he failed. Like any
politician who has fallen from power, Mr
Gorbachev will probably defend all his actions.
blame his adversaries (we can guess who they
are) and finally declare his total lack of interest in
returning to power. He is, therefore, fully quali-
fied to join that well-known international club of
former national leaders, such as Willie Brandt,
Edward Heath and Julius Nyerere, that meets
once in a while to discuss what's wrong with the
world. So far the club has got little publicity in
the world press. The admission of the Russian
leader who has not lost his knack of gaining
the global attention would make a lot of differ-
ence to this little-known association of former
politicians.

Yet, one wonders, can we write off Mikhail
Gorbachev as a politician? True, on balance, all
his reforms, especially on the economic front,
failed in their end results. True, some of his ill-
defined political ideas also fatled to get off the
ground, either in saving the union or in prevent-
ing a coup by hardliners. But does Boris Yeltsin
provide the right alternative to Gorbachev? If
Russians cannot be blamed for pondering this
question, the former Soviet leader-turned-jour-
nalist could well be asking himself the same one.
Much depends on how Mr Gorbachev answers
this question. One only hopes that the strife-torn
country, or whatever is left of it, is spared of any
power struggle of the kind that had marred the
Soviet history for over half a century. Let
Gorbachev continue as a newspaperman, with his
column syndicated to all different newspapers,
including this one, instead of just the affluent
ones in the United States and Germany, while

Yeltsin runs the show, badly or otherwi
. y se, in

The observance of fasting
and the sanctity of Ramzan
should best be left to the good
sense of adult men and
women. It would be extremely
unwise to bring these within
the scope of mental de-
crees because that way lies
tyranny. People who are not
fasting — reasons may be

and most of them quite

ones — must have their
access to food. Keeping eating
houses closed and thereby
denying some people their
right to allay their hunger and
thirst. without in any way
hurting the feelings of fasting
men, Appears to me a gross vi-
olation of human rights. The
intention behind such decrces
is unclear. The credit of intro-

On Fasting and Feasting

ducing this ban goes to Lhe
st regime. The regime was
to cover its fundamentul
lapses and aberrations by over-
doing its religiosity. The pre-
sent government loses no op-
portunity to castigate the nine
years misrule of Ershad. and
now, strangely enough, by
continuing a practice intro-
duced by the same man, fa-
mous for his pretensions and
s. has palpably put
tical expediency above po-
itical, ethical and moral cor
rectness.

| ind mysell in agreement
with those who have publicly

opposed the government order
because the motive is far from
religivus. In a democratic soci
ety. public sanctity should be
the concern ol the public. Any-
thing done to educate the pub-
lic lﬂruu.ﬁh all available mecans
of instruction and guidance
would be in order. Ramzan has
its own injunctions. To cap it
with more restrictions and
prohibitions. making a direct
inroad into a citizen's civic

hts and denying hundreds
of honest wage-earners their
legitimate wages. is a sad show
of political exhibitionism, un-
becoming ol a democratically
elected government

| regard the present gov-

"ermment as a fruition of a long

struggle for democracy and
human dignily. People have
placed their trust in the En—-
sent government. It is a sheer
irony that the government
have not responded by show
ing the same trust in the sanity
and good sensc of the people,

in their ability to protect and
serve the sanctity of
mzan. With such a poor
opinion of people’s sanity, ne
ment can claim to be
guardian of democracy.
Out of deference 10
Ramzan's claims on believing
and practising Muslims, public
functions, soctal rations
are usually kept suspended
during the month. No govern-
mental decrees are needed for
this. People have their own
understanding to guide them.
Even weddings. unless there
are extreme compulsions to do

cultural activities would have
continued through the
saw a flury of such activi
between F twenty -
Ramean.

the invitation of two institu-
tions. The invitation came
from two schools. one cele-

birth. | felt MNat-
be so chosen to be a

personal connection with ei-
ther institution. | think | quali-
fied because they saw me as a
teacher., and sim as a
teacher. If they thought that |
also had profound truths to
utter on cation, both learn-
ing and téaching indluded

they must have exaggerated my

The format of the celebra-
tions had many points of coin-
cidence, — honouring the dis-
tinguished old students, a gen-
eral invitation o all alumni to
come, to register themselves
on payment of ceriain fcecs. a
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session of speeches mostly in
the form of ‘'what | remember
of my days in the school. cul
tural evenings — recitations,
songs. music, staging of plays
—, and last but not the least. a
feast. a bara khana. In both the
places, Mohanganj in the dis-
trict of Netrokona. and
Kaliganj. in the district of
Jhenidah. | found the biggest
problem was the management
of the feast. Both the schools
have a small town setting
where hearts are warm but
food tends to get cold, be-
tween the motion and the acL
Al one place something close
lo a food riot was aveided with
great difficulty, and at another
place, packet lunches and
quick delivery ruled out a riot
but produced no visible signs
of which good food nor-
mally does.

AL both the places my turn

to speak came alter what ap-
peared to me an interm
scssion of reminiscing One of
my many failings is that. in my
usual role as virtually the last
speaker. the longer the ses-
sion continues. the weaker be-
comes my ability or my inchna-
ton to speak For no fault of
mine, | am often reduced to
this role. | have often been as-
tounded by the audience’'s and
espectially the organisers ap-
rctur. for a Jdengthy oration
rom the chiefl guest, at the [ag
end of a long session. when
brevity should have been
accepted as the soul of wit. A1
. when | ended my
thirty minutes of talking — for
| am not capable of doing more
than talking — and it was past
two-thirty pm when | stopped,
my riend assured me
that | might have continued for
longer. The audience,
according to him was rpady,

but | was not.

Brevity, | am sorry to re-
flect. has never been much ap-
preciated. Like our traditional
marriage negotiations (a wed-
ding is a matter of million
words, goes the saying) our
meetings and our discussion

go on interminably.
Our ht drama consumes

betler rt of a winter night.
and no is an orator here
unk-ss he can harangue for a
couple of hours. It is the sound
of words that matters. not the
content of a speech.

Both Mohangan) Pilet
Sarkari Uchcha Hnly-Ly- aned
Naldanga Bhusan Pilet

Madhyamik Bidyalaya were pri-
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Piiot Sehools (Mohangan)
has since been raised w0 8 gov-
ernment school). This Is the
highest that a . @ mon-
Rovernment can aspire
10 be. The next step is to be
mmmlm

With my personal expert-
ence of three government
schools, | too should huve

and visit the Carmichael
College. The | struc-
ture, the beautiful original col-
lege building is what the

founders had buflt. Next to #t
the structure which will im-
press you by its sheer ugliness,
as ¥ built to ridicule the origi-
nal. is what the college got
the government

Girl Guiding — Development through Participation

by Siddiga Taufig Khan

Of late, role of women in the society has been a much discussed subject at seminars and meetings, in
newspaper columns and television programmes. Although their active, envisaged participation in broad-
spectrum activities depends more on how much freedom they enjoy in our male-dominated society, but there
has hopefully been a modest beginning. In that Girl Guides are playing a significant part. Following the
observance of the joint birthday of Lord Baden Powell, the founder of Scout Movement and Olav Baden Powell,
the World Chief Guide, on February 22, and the International Women's Day on March 8, an attempt is made
to project the efforts of Bangladesh Girl Guides Association — its members— girls and women.

T gives onc Immensc

pleasure to wrile about a

movement and its progr-
amme which is proud of i1s BO
years of existence. Thosc
familiar with the programmc
know that fts activities help
develop girls into all-rounder
individuals and useful persons
in a changing soclety. It is well
known that the Guide
Programme provides the girls
opportunities for sell-training
in development of character,
responsible citizenship and
desire to serve the communily
through direct participation.

World Association of Girl
Guides and Girl Scouts
(WAGGGS) is decply involved
in development. [ts members
coniribute internationally to
nation buflding and community
development projects like lit-
eracy. health, rehabilitation of
the displaced and the disabled.
nutrition, skill development
and relief activities during nat-
ural calamities.

The basic philosophy of the
movement being the training
of its members to learn about
themselves, to use their poten-
tialities to the fullest and im-
prove own skills i.e. personal
development — all through
participatioh or learning by

The nucleus of Girl
Guide/Girl Scout educational
method is the sell governing
system, where every member
has the opportunity to partici-
pate in decision making. It is
the only organization which
provides opportunities to fits
members lll::tm the ecarly age
level to share responsibilities
in life. This helps them grow
and develop into persons
interested and involved in
planning all there activities.

Girl Guiding. as we know, is
meant for the girls falling
between the age range of six to
24 years. But 24 is not the
culminating year. The mem-
bership is life-long. Once
enrolled they continue to be
members and also adult lead-
ers in course of time. So all the
programmes are stretched out
to keep provision for catering
to the rsonal and social
needs of the members as and
when they enter into practical
life. : \

It is true that Guiding is for
girls. But these girls grow into
women, become mothers and
housewives. That is why all the

-
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trainings equip ils members

with knowledge and skills
needed to run a happy home

and enable them to rear up a
generation of happy. healthy
and worthy citizens.

From 1910 to 1981 much
has been achieved though
"Guiding for Girls”™. But there is
still & lot 1o be done, In 1975,
when the UN declared the
commencement ol the decade
for women. they became a new
focus for development pro-
jects. Though even after move
than a decade, in no country
women altained equality with
men. yect development of
women and their potential has
been recogniscd as basic o any
developed socicty. Without
their partictpation no country
or nation can think of sound
progress and prosperity.

Guides do not engage in
debate — who is betler man or
woman. They believe in the
identity of female force and
provide and utilize opportuni-
ties for advancement of
women's potential not only for
their self-development bul for
national progress. It is the
guide programme in different
[orm that encompass nation
building activities, community
development projects, health
education. «child care,
vocational training leading to
sell-employment and, in some
cases, helping to career-selec-
tion, which aims at develop-
ment through actual participa-
tion.

It is these guides. the pro-
gramme planners believe, who
can help change attitude of
members of the society and
create certain awareness about
needed change in prevailing
social conditions and customs.
They can not only help bring
change but help preservation
ol cultural heritage and age old
moeral values and bring back
security of family life so much
needed for the present day
youth.

Against

this backdrop,
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for publication in these columns should be

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of 3pace, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.

Terrorism

Sir, The ecountry sadly wit-
nessed Lhe mass walk oul by all
opposition MP’s on a bill led
by a treasury member to
amend the existing law Lo con-
tain the growing (crrorism in
the country. In a parllamentary
form of government it is a
normal Lo stage a walk oul if
the ruling party darcs (o pass
any unjust and un-acccplable
law and we all should be
adhere Lo this practice.

Needless to mention that
ierrorism  at  prescnt has
become a nalional problem and
Is eating its vital, Every one is
worried aboul onc's own scou-
rity and salcty. From top 1o
bottom, the cntire socicly is
now under the grip of terror-

ism and we are in tull knowl-
edge as Lo what heinous decds
these terrorist groups arc
indulging in.

While mentioning the cause
of their mass walkoul one op-
position member said, "We are
alraid that the ruling parly
would utilise Lthis anwnded law
to harass our workers and this
will provide the law-cnforcing
agencics un-limited power and
will engulfl the socicty.” Oh,
God what a wonderflul logie!

Our political partes are, 1t
{s alleged, in habit of playing
double standard. They occa-
sionally demand sitern mica-
sures Lo curb the growing Ler-
rorism Lhrough their state-
ments and spceeches bul the
situation {ronically turns
serious when somcthing is

ol

Bangladesh Girl Guides Assoc-
fation chalks out prograrhnw of
their Guide activities.

People in this region are
poor and are'deprived of any
gift of nature. But this situation
can be ideal for rendering
humanitarian service by our
Guides. They do it, sometimes
in partnership with other or-
ganizations. They share expe-
riences and information and
extend that to thost who need.
And as said before these Girl
Guides of to-day will grow into

photographed in 1931,

Robert Baden Powell and Olav, Lad

women — they will play differ-
cnl roles al home. at work
places and as educators and
health carer personnel. The
National Organtzation plans
trainings calering to all these
requircmenis. Some of the
areas as described below equip
our Guides with the knowledge
needed for participation in the
developmental process
Literacy— Belicving that ig-
norance is curse and education
raises consciousness about un-
provement of prevatling con
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practcally donc aboul. [L is not
wrong o say thal all polilical
parties have been indulging
terrorisls’ in their respective
organization known as ‘arnxd
cadre' o gain suprcmacy over
their rivals and the ultimate
result of Lhis is the vicli-
misation of common pcople.
Observing Lhe enlire gamut

some questions pocep inlo our
mind: Do the political partics
themscelves believe in the
principle of democracy? Arc
they fully aware of the coun-
lry's socio-cconomic prob-
lems? Do they rcally want to
make ours a happy and
prospcrous nation?

Unfortunalely we all are
destined to be great withoul
being little active. This  ten-
dency has taken us Lo a slage
whure poverty, over popula-
tion, unemployment and social
unrcst characlerise our
identity.

Bangladesh gol rid of the
aulocratic rule onc year ago
and most of the prusent MP’s
fought alongsidc lﬁc people for
long nine ycars. It s a
sovercign parliament and is

ditions. our girls take part in
adult Mteracy programmes and
education of school drupouis
or children who have to earn
their own Wving and are avail-
able only for part of the day.
Cuides at school try o teach
the school's lowpaid employ-
ces and their children in thew
off time, free of cbst, Guides
lcarn to prepare ecasy and
cheap reading materfals to
supplement Hieracy campatgn.
The eollect old and used books
lsr distribution among the
necdy, The Guide Units help
by paying school tuition fee of
some sludents. Sometimes the
Units try te provide school
uniforms too.

Nutrition — Malnutrition
and ignorance regarding
proper food for growing
children are among the prime
causes ol tll health and high
mortality rate of r nations.
Sufficient knowledge about
food value and nutrition is
given to the Girl Guides who
try to pass on this kno
to slum dwellers or villagers so
that they can derive the maxi-
mum value out of their acces-
sible food. Utlization of avail-
able land or space for kitchen
garden and preservation of
scasonal vegetable is taught as
also demonstrations are ar-
ranged to change age ojd ways
of food preparation and create
healthy food habits.

Health and iene —
Awareness about pure drinking
water and sanitation is created
among the people whenever
Guides visit slum areas.
Arrdngement for pure drinking
water also is made through
Guide eflorts in cases. During
floods water purification
methods are taught and means
are provided. Importance of
personal cleanliness, healthy
cnvironment is explained and
use of sanitary latrines are
cnecouraged. Home Nursing
courses are arranged for senior
Guides, Guiders and Guide
members. Guides are encour-
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cxpected to represent people’s
hupes and aspirations. Lel us
hope that our honourable MI's
would unanirnously response in
favour of the bill that should
have been passed much carlicr.

Md. Reyazuddin
e

MPs as entertainers!

Sir. Alter watching the TV
programme ol MPs in thc
evening of 27th February | was
stunned surprise. What an
unbelievable innovation by the
elected representatives of the
people B5% of whom are so
poor and deprived! Whatever
inspired the honourable
Members of Parllament to per-
form as TV entertainers, it was
certainly not in good taste, nor
did it serve any purpose what-
soever except perhaps to flat-
ter themselves. Such a show is
not something which inspires
people's conlidence in the
MPs who are supposed to have
a minimum standard of de-
cency and digrity.

After | watched the pro-
gramme, | have had the oppor-
tunity to talk to a good number

e
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aged to keep physically it and
enjoy life out of doors. Plans
are in hand W teach ways of
reducing infant mortality and
encouraging smaller families.
Guides prove effective in pre

ventive medicare, helping in
child growth monftoring. pre-
vention of night blindness by
distributing Vitamin A capsules
or use of ORT to. fight dehy-
dration during diarrhoca and
in taking child tmmunisation
DI EImme.

Emergency Relief and
Rehabilitation — Our Guides
are always prepared for and
ready to help during natural
calamity. Mos! common In our
part of the globe are is floods
and cyclones. Our girls colleet
casli. used clothing. - first aid
muiterials. building malerials
etc. for the affected. They
distribute these themselves or
hand that ever 1o other agen-
cies who have access to the
alfed ted areas. )

Voluntary Work — Our gir
go to render serviee at hospi-
tals. They are required
certain organizations regular
for voluntary services. Vi
service has been started. Due
to many social and financi
constraints very imited effo
have been made, but futu
expansion is serfously u
consideration.

Citigen — All
teachings have the objective o
training flor good citizenship
Participation in traffic mk“g
clean-up campaigns, service!
weeks, observance of national
days. reception of dignitaries,
service during Inu:rniliunal
events and gatherings, raisi
funds for a good cause, help at
home, raising voice against!
social evils and prejudices like
dowry system, child labour,

polygamy, early marriage and'
crimes are all trainings for
responsible citizenship. !
Vocational Training —
Short courses most of them
without any fees are offered for
Senior Guides. Most popular
among these are doll making,
artificial flower making. Batik!
print, book binding. jute work;
dress making and sewing and;
handicrafts with throw away.
raw materials. These skills
enable the Guides to -utilise]
their leisure time profitably.

The writer is International
Commissioner, Bangladesh Girl
Guides Association. '
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of students and teachers of the
university about it. And without
exception everyone of them
had nothing but ridicule and
mn't:mp;nf;r such a mindless,
useless disgusting exercise
indulged in by the MPs who, as
the Deputy Leader of the
louse claimed. spend so much
of their time thinking about
the poor people who elected
them! It is nothing but an in-
sult to the Intelligence of the
electorate who cannot help
noticing how many times the

Spcaker has to adjourn ses-
sions of Parlament for lack of
gquorum; how the MPs of the
ruling party and those of the
opposition unite for duty free
cars, for higher salary and al-
lowances and pension, for
diplomatic ports and other
status symbolst Seldom {f ever
docs one read about an MP

pleading for or demanding jobs
for the millions of educated
unemployed, a better deal for
the wretched slum dwellers or
an end to the exploftation of
the vast multitude of rural
masses. When does one read
about an MP advocating reha-

——
bilitation of the genuine free-
dom fighters or of the poor
women who are sold in foreign
countries for prostitution and
slavery? : -

Of course the august
Members of Parliament €
been elected by the people.!
However, it is also common;

how money, fowcr'
and s misusing reli '
mol ival L vulrrl:gln rm:

constituencies. ;

After just one year of our;
experience with the,
honourable MPs and an expen-;
sive Parlament many citizens!
have started wondering if
there has really been any.
change at all in any sphere of |
society: all-pervasive corrup- |
tion, terrorism and violence)
unabated, worsening unem-i;
ployment situation, high infla-|
tion and rising prices, |

supremacy of the bureaucracy, |
and a captive judiclary. The
Members of fament would
be spending their prechu-i
time much more meani

if they try to think about
isaucs than performing for

?‘l‘:‘m'q{ Dhaka University



