Armed men control !
DU halls

By Masud Arif |

The presence of 'a lar
number of outsiders’ in
residential halls of Dhaka
University has been the root
cause of trouble, according to
students and tcachers.

This issue has once again
come in the fore front in view

of the recent maneuvering of
armed outsiders on the cam-

. Last week, the Vice
Chancellor had a meefing with
the leaders of different student
bodies where it was agreed
that the organisations would
get rid of the armed activists
SOON. )

It is alleged that students
are not getting scats in the
halls as outsiders under the
patronage of some leaders and
workers of the student organ-
isations are forcibly occupying
scats

Nobody ever
protest such illegal acts, hall
residents and campus officials
acd.

They say these armed men
hardly bother to pay for what-
ever they take from the hall
canteens and small shops adja-
cent to the halls.

Two student organi-
sations, campus inhabitants
say, reign the residential halls
as well as the rest of the cam-

F.-"I'I:n: Awami League-backed
sh Chhatra ue
lords over the Jagannath,
Zahurul and Salimullah halls
while the ruling BNP's student
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal

CD) control the rest.
The armed outsiders move
mainly around the 'Kalabhaban’

farts areas, often dis-
playing fire arms during the
class hours in the day

These outsiders m mainly
non-student or expelled stu-
dents and leaders of some city

Whike talking to this corre-

spondent, some Provosts and
House Tutors said that they
were often insulted by the
leaders and these ‘muscle-
men when they faifled to

dares to

entertain their (armed men)
unlawful pleas.

The dormitory officials who
are also teachers were visibly
frightened while narrating
some of the incidents to this
co ndent.

The Dhaka University Cen-
tral Students Union (D uU)
Assistant General Secretary
and JCD leader Nazimuddin
Alam said that they had
directed their party workers
and DU unit leaders nol to
shelter any outsider or armed
hoodlums in the halls and also
on the campus.

"We are blamed for all the
incidents as we the student

wing of the ruling party, the
DUCSU leader told this corre-
spondent.

Referring to the killing of

Badal. Alam said that the BCL
tried to blame the JCD for the
murder.

He claimed that the pres-
ence of the outsiders on the
campus was quite less than
that was few days before.

Alam alleged that durin
the police raids the BCL (S-
activists ‘close the front door
and let the hooligans escape
with their arms through the
backdoor’,

BCL (S-A) leader Kamruzza-
man Ansari says that most of

halls are occupied by the
JCD and they were sheltering
‘the armed non-student outsi-
ders in the halls.'

The police never take ac-
tion inst the JCD workers.

Blasting the JCD for 'shel-
tering their (BCL's) expelled
activists, BCL leaders and
activists hold the ruling party
student activists responsible
for.the trouble on the campus.

BCL workers also alleged
that police have never raided
the halls known as JCD stro-
ngholds.

Leaders of some other stu-
dent organisations., however,
hold both BCL (S-A) and JCD
responsible for disruption /bf
academic atmosphere on DU

campus.

School student
murdered

By Staff Correspondent

Two young nwen were killed
in lwo scparale incidents al
Noyalola and Littara in the cily
Saturday:

Munir llosscin, 20, a stu-
dcent of class 1on, was killed as
a group of poople severely beat
ard stabbed him while he was
rclurning to his 489, Chairman
Lanc¢ home at Novatola al about
12.30 prme

Following the incidoent, se-
riously injured Munir was
rushed 1o the Dhaka Modical
College Hospital ([DMCLH)
where he succumbed Lo his in-
jurics immediately after ad-
nussion.

Munir's brother-in-law,
Manzur Hossain, [iled a case
wilh the Ramna police stalion
accusing fve persons. Raliqul
Islam, Alamgir, Ayub, Awlad

and Nuru of the murder.

NPolice satd, Munir was
killed as a scqucl o a previous
guargc]l between two groups in
the arca. Once of the accused
persons was arresied but po-
lice picked up cight persons
from the arca for questioning,
police added.

Uttara police recovered a
body from~village Kawlar,
Salurday cvening, police said.

The victim was identificd as
Babul Hossain, 20, a garmcnts
employce. There werce somc
bruiscs on his body. Uttara po-
lice said.

Uttara police also said Lhal
the body was scnlt to the
DMCII morguc and no enc was
arrcsted in connection with
the incident.
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chuded.

In this regard. our co-oper-
ation with a foreign “partner”
should be strictly defined in
terms of the use of technology,
assistance in the field of train-
ing and exchange of news and
feature materials.

The Bangladesh Television
(BTV] badly needs an irm-
provement in its news cover-

. both local and foreign,
with overdue emphasis on ob-
jectivity, balance and topicality.
Again. when it comes to for-
eign items, we should see
more of what is happening in
South and Southeast Asia than
in the West. There should be
more news documentaries,
better feature programmes and
non-partisan commentaries, in
Bangla and English, on national
and regional affairs.

Until we make these quali-
tative improvements in our
existing BTV channel, the set-
ting up of a second one,
whether it is just a channel or
a full-fledged network, may
well be premature. We may just
be repeating the mistakes of
the existing system.

However, if we do have a
second channel, {t should be

TV channel

Television. It should help with
our literacy campaign, sup-
plement classroom university
lectures and even hold
"examinations” to f[ollow the
example set by other n uni-
versities. Minister Huda should
be thinking of this kind of sec-
ond channel for BTV.

Another choice is to set up
a commercial second network,
as in Malaysia and a few other
developing countries, based on
totally local investment and
management structure.

Indeed, it will be hard to
find a developing country in
this region, with the possible
exception ol Thailand., which
has allowed equity participa-
tion and a voice in the man-
agement of a foreign en-
trepreneur in media.

The Minister for Informa-
tion will be well advised to
present his plan, if there (s
one, for the proposed second
channel to the public,
preferably through the Jatiya
Sangsad, before his officials fi-
nalise the contract he talked
about during the press inter-
view. Foreign participation in
media, in any form, is too seri-
ous a matter to be left to one

Awami League
Bnng_‘lhandhu Avenue in the city in observance of the March 7 ymcrdly

sl

4

T

WASHINGTON. Mar :
President George Bush's ld
ministration issued licences
for more than 100 million dol-
lars in commercial military
sales to Pakistan in 1990 and
1991 in possible violation of
US law, the Washington Post
reported Saturday, says AFP.

The paper quoted a senior
administration official as saying
that the State Department
granted licences for the com-
mercial sales of military
equipment,
parts, in fiscal 1991,
began on October 1990.

The Post said the adminis-

which

such as spare .

tration had so far refused to

reveal exactly what items it
authorised for sale to Isla-

mabad.
The Bush administration

cut off more than half a billion
dollars in military and eco-

nomic aid to Pakistan in
October 1990 in compliance
with a law such aid as
long as | pursues ef-

forts to acquire a nuclear
bomb-making capability.

The cut-off has deprived
Pakistan's powerful military of
dozens of F-16 fighter jets it
had ordered and sent it on a
desperate search for spare

US allowed $100m 'illegal’
arms for Pakistan

parts for its warplanes, heli-
copters, tanks and other US-

supplied equipment. the Post
said.

It added that the State
Department authorised the
commercial sales because its

lawyers interpreted the ban as
ap only to government-
aid.

But Clairbone Pell, the
Democratic Chairman of the
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, was quoted as
saying that "many in the State
Department are aware that

commercial sales to Pakistan
do violate the law.”

Chief and l.mder of the Opposition in the Jatiya Sangsad Sheikh Hasina nddrrumg a discussion at

—8tar photo

-Hasina
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carly as in 1961 that declara-
tion of inde nce will be
giveh one day from Kalurghat
in Chit

Sajeda Chowdhury said that
the government was saft on
Golam Azam but pro-indepen-
dence forces must threw him
out from the country.

She sald that to achieve
economic emancipation of the
country, the people should be
united and fight under
the leadership of Sheikh
Hasina like Sheikh Mujib.

Meanwhile. the Awami
League hoisted the national
and party flag at its central ol
fice and Bangabandhu Bhavan
in_observance of the day.

Wayside iftar shops at Chawk Bazar in the city on the first day of Ramzan

yesterday.

—Star photo

Anvar : A quarter of refugees
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"has been selected in Noyapara,

north of Cox's azar town, he
hoped that construction of a
new camp could be started al
the site within the next weck
Or SO. .

"We have very little time, .
we have to finish construction

; slart.”
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ol the camp belore the rains
he said. e warned of
potential health problems from
waler borne discascs and
measles il Lthe camps were not
ready soon.

He said that the supply of
shelter materials, blankets,
tarpaulins, and tents, ordesed
internationally, was scheduled
to be airlifled by the middle of
next weck.

The supply of food in the
camps was “quite salisfactory”
he said, adding that the World
Food Programme has already
allocated two million US dol-
lars and that the Bangladesh
Red Crescent Socicly was do-
ing a “good” distribution job in,
al times, chaotic situations,

He said thalt voluntary or-
ganisations ltke Ganoshashtha
Kendra and the EC fynded-
MSF along with UNICEF wure
also involved in the reliel cf-
forts and Lhat the UNIICR was
hoping to gcl more coopera-
tton from other international
AFcneics.

UNIICR has alrcady allo-
caled three million US dollars
for the Rohingya refugees and
a maximum of six million dol-
lars can be used from the [Hgh
Commissfoncr's emergency re-
el fuind, he noted.

Anvar safd thalt an interna-
tional appeal on behall of the
refugecs would be made by
UNIHCR by the middle of next
week and that many interna-
tional donors have indicaled
their willingoess to help.

Replying o a queslion on
his (mpression on the visit

Anvar noted that the world
would be in a slale of chaos if
cvery government boegin 1o go
back in history and starl
scnding back minoritics sci-
tled there for gencrations.

Ile said that the Rohingya
rcfugees looked as if “They
were in a daze, extremely pas-
sive, quict and calm.

“They probably have not yot
recovered from the state of
shock.”

Terming the exodus as a
"nijor problem but nol a com-
plex one”, he said, "Our Lask
now is to reduce their suller-
ings.”

Referring 4o the rising in-
Mux of refugees in recent days,
he said “We musl be ready for a
hln..,u..r influx and that Is why

we have to set up a large tem-
purury scitlement,”

UNB adds : Anvar told a

' gucstioner that the UN High

Rao to quit
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aflter the centre-left opposition
combine declared Friday that
it would use the motion to oust
the government even if it
means joining hands with the
right-wing Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP, Indian People's
Party).

The opposition has pro-
posed many amendments to
the president's February 24
speech, seeking to rebuke the
government on issues such as
inflatton and unemployment,
which it accuses Rao's free-
market economic policies of
fuelling.

If such amendments are
carried, parliamentary conven-
tion rather than constitutional
necessity would require the
government to step down.

The Congress (I) again
voiced confidence today that it
would ride out the storm.

Editorial on Page 4

Conmmiissioncr, Sadako Ogata.
maty visit Bangladesh in ncar
future, bul she would have Lo
rcarrange her schedule,

In reply to a question, he
said his ageney has also allo-
caled substantial fund to look
afller the environmental as-
peets of the refugee problem.

Anvar, howcver, ruled out
Lhe possibility ol convening any
cmergency international con-
fcrence on the issuc.

Replying to another ques-
tion on carly rcpatriation of
the refugees, the UNHCR ofli-
cial said, "1 can not say when
they will be returned with
honour and dignity”.

Hle made (L. clear that
UNIHCR, a purcly humanitarian
organisation, docs not have any
political motive. "We are here
to reduce suflferings of the
distressed people.”

Women's Day
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women's rights and interna-

tional peace. In most coun-
trics. this day, March 8, is ob-
scrved as  International
Wonwn's Day.

Sammilito Aat-e¢ March
Udjapan Committee (commi-
tlee for cclebration of March
8) has taken up a four-day
programme Lo observe the day,
which bcgan on March 6
through a photographic exhi-
bitfon at the Bangladesh
Photographic Society in the
city. ,

Today's programme of the
commitice includes a colourful
procession at 9:30 am from
the Public Library, street the-
atre by Proshikha members in
front of the National Press Club
al 12 noon and the staging
Rabindranath Tagore's theatre
"Streer Patra”™ at the Shilpakala
Academy audilorfum at 3 pm.

Related story on page 3
Editorial on page 4

£l

Iftar items
dear

By Staff Correspondent

Devoted Muslims across the
country broke their dawn-to-
dusk f[ast 6-11 in the sultry
cvening as the [irst day of the
holy month of Ramzan passed
Saturday.

Pcople, fasting more than
|4 hours Saturday, sought di-
vinc mercy and forgivencss of
the Almighty and learnt to
practise self-control, absti-
nence and lolerance.

Ramzan. the holiest month
in the Islamic calender, began
Friday with the sighting of the
new moon in different parts of
the country.

Almost all restaurants in the
city and othcer eating places
remitined shut except those in
the plush hotels during the
fasting hours.

However, as the day neared
the sunsct, the hotels, restau-
rants and the pavemcenlt stalls
became alive while traders
precpared traditional ' Iftar
foods, Prices of some ol these
foods showed an upward trend
on the first day ol Rimuzan: But
the prices ol [ruits and citrus
went up by an average Taka 10
because of off scason.

KPM production

From Page | Col 7

was set up about 40 years ago.
The mills, now under Bang-
ladesh Chemical Industries
Corporation (BCIC). was de-
pendent on bamboo and
similar raw materials extracted
from the lease areas.

The extraction of bamboo in
two, out of three zones in the
KPM's lease area, has re-
mained totally suspended for
about five years due to the law
and order situation. Those two
ZOnes are — East and
Kassalong West where availabil-
ity of bamboo s abundant. A
mills source said that the ex-
traction of raw materials now
continues only in Reingkheong
zone, but with much difficulty.

When disturbances by
armed Shantibahinimen in the
lease area increased during the
carly '80s, KPM went for
procuring bamboo from other

‘forests, particularly in Cox's

Bazar distriet.

But the reeent tension and
disturbances along the Bang-
ladesh-Myanmar border have
also severely affected bamboo
procurement from the areas.

According to authoritative
sources, bamboo procurement
from the forests of Alikadam,
Natkhangchari, Ukhia and
Cox’s Bazar may not be possible
this year. The sources men-
tioned that though the KPM is
facing acute problem in
procuring raw materials, pro-
duction in the mills i{s still at
the normal level.

Out of a target of 30.000
tons, the KPM  produced
16,700 tons of paper In the
first seven months of the cur-
rent fiscal year 1991-92.
However, the KPM is looking
for alternate sources to pro-
cure raw materials for main-
taining a smooth production in

the mills, the sources added.
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The Midnight File

HAMBURG (Germany). Mar 7 : The United States has for-

mally asked Germany to take part in a worldwide version of
its ‘Star Wars' space defence sysiem, Der Spicgel reporied on
Sulurdnlinmnhn; to the news magazine's latest edition,

Helmut Kohl is agonising over a response 1o the
written reques! from President George Bush, reports Reuter.

World Cl;p
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to 189 for nine from 50 overs
at the Adelaide Oval. Australia
posted 190 for three to win by
seven wickets with six overs to

spare.
India benefited when rain
hit their mateh against

Zimbabwe at Trustbank Park in
Hamilton and scored a 55-run

india now have five pointd
from their five matches and

joined Sri Lanka in third place

in the standings behind New
Zealand and England.

Australia have four points
from their five matches to date
and probably need to win their
three remaining first round
contests to advance.

Captain Aravinda de Silva
led Sri Lanka with 82 runs, but
only opener Athula Sama-
rasckera, who made 34, gave
him any support.

Australian captain Allan
Border was relieved by his
team's performanee.

"We are still not totally

y. but hopefully we are
bltf on the right track.”
Border said.

New Zealand, who have a
perfect 4-0 record, can make
virtually certain of a semifinal
spol if they defeat the West
Indtes in Auckland on Sunday,
while South Africa and
Pakistan face each other in

, Brisbane. (Details on Sports
| pages.)

HSC exam
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"The government considers
that the shifting of the date of
the HSC examination will cre-
ate financial pressure on the
poor guardians and will also
creale session jam. For this the
government has no idea to
shift the date of HSC examina-
tion. The government further
considers that the examinees
have enough time (o prepare
themselves for the examina-
tion since it is scheduled to be

held from June 25 next.
The government hopes that
concerned will provide
necessary cooperation to the
government for holding the
examination {n scheduied

time.”

Montu loyalists
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Amir Hossain Amu., Joinl
Sccretary of AL, in front of
parly’'s central office Friday.

According to sources, the.
supporters of Montu belicve
that some lcaders especially
Amir Hossain Amu, Abdul Jalil
and Mohammad Nasim infllu-
cneed the party Working
Committee to Llake punitive
measures against him (Montu)..

Mcanwhile, the party high-
command, according to a
Working Commiittee member,
is annoyed with Montu as well
as his supporters who are re-
sorling to violence.

Some party leaders feel,
such activitics have been tar-
nishing the image of the party.

The issue is likcly to come
up at the Working Committee
meceting scheduled to be held
tomorrow. The meceting will
discuss a draft resolution on
the party's cconomic policy
which advocates for attaching
more importance to privale
scclor.

Replying to a question, a
Working Commitiee member
who preferred anonymity told
The Daily Star that therc was
no possibility ol revising the

decision on Montu's suspen- -

sfomn.

Revision of the decision at
Lhis stage means AL highcom-
mand's surrender lo the pres-
surc created by an accused,
the Working Committee mem-
ber asse i

Rather, it would not be sur-
prising {[ somecbody proposcs
for a more stringent measurc
against Montu for the way he
has rcacled against the dcci-
sfon of the Weorking
Commitlee.

Mohammad Nasim while
talking to this correspondent
Iast night commented that
Montu and his pecople should
not have reacted against any
particular leader of the party.

The decision of suspending

Monlu's moembershi was
taken unanimously the
Working Commitlee, Nasim

sa.

Nasim also ruled oul any

I possibility of reverting the de-

cision,

Indians tighten
stranglehold on
Dahagram,
Angorpota
From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR. Mar 7: Indian
nationals have again let loose a

Reports from across the
border said that Indian ex-
tremists sided by the Border
Security Force (BSF) carried
out numerous acts of terrorism
on the enclave people.

Citing an incident of terror
the reports said that indians
raped a house wife Jarina (18)
of Dahagram.
They also arrested four per-
sons including Tauhidul Islam,
ruun;rlm:?-.-r
Undon Chatrman, bﬂtt!rrnup
mercilessly and sent them to
Mekligan) jail.

Lootings and snatching of
goods from the enclave people

A meeting between the
BDR the BSF was held last
week but the arrested persons
were not released.

The reports further said
that the Indians have tight-
:nad the barricade of the en-

claves forcing the enclave peo
mdlnltlgmﬁwnhmm
an intention to de-
prive them of necessities and
ttrrehrtnﬂk:umm

AL factions
clash in
Pabna: 3 shot

PABNA. Mar 7: Armed clash
between two factions of Awami

League at the BISIC compound
at Kashipur in the Imm

night left 17 people in

three sus bullet -nund:
police and witnesses said. re-
ports UNB.

Rohingya issue
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Burmese authorities for early
repatriation of the refugees.

UNHCR official Jamshid
Anvar, now visiting Bangla-
desh, has described the prob-
lem as one of the gravest crisis
in history needing Inter-
national assistance and coop-
eration for early solution.

After visiting the refugee
camps Anvar told the Bang-
ladesh officials that the
Rohingya Muslims are being
subjected to brutality of the

r authorities.

" The UNHCR official is sche-
duled to briefl heads of diplo-
matic missions and internatio-
nal agencies today (Sunday)
morning before he leaves for
Geneva winding up his week-
long visit.

On his return to the

.UNHCR headquarters he will

report to the High Commi-
ssioner Sadako Ogata on the
refugee situation in Blng-
ladesh.

The UNHCR is expected to
make a formal appeal to the in-
ternational community today
(Sunday} to come forward in
aid of the Rohingya refugees.

Malaria
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the rediscovery ol the ancient
Chinesc cure based on the
herbal plant called artcmisia
annua or swcet wormwouod.,

Artemisinin, or Qinghaousu
in Chinese, the subslance cx-
tracted from the herb, clears
the blood of malaria parasiles
[aster than any other anti-
malarial drug, experts say. It is
cspecially “effective against
cercbral malaria. Design for in-
ternatfonal registration is in
the final stage.

The scarch for the clusive
“magic bullet” hinges on the
successiul development  of a
mitlaria vaccine. A Colombian
seivnlist, Manucel Palarroyao,
has developed a vaceine thal is
rcporied to be only 50 per
centl clfective,

Expurts say that Lthe ideal
vaccine must attack all stages
of the parasiic's growth within
the human body. Moreover, the
parasile is in the blood stream
only for 15 scoonds and cannol
be atlacked alter it enters the
blood cclis.

This, togcther with the va-
ricty of parasiie sirains have
been thé biggest obstacks (o
designing the perfect anti-
matlaria drug.



