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Most computers worldwide evade M ichélangelo

IMF head urges
steps to ensure
GATT talks

SUCCESS

WASIIINGTON, March 7 :
IMF Managing Dircclor Miche!
Camdessus urged industrt-
aliscd countrics Friday te take
prompl action Lo ensure the
success of the Uruguay Round
of the GATT trade negolia-
tons, reports AFP,

Difficull docistns are called
for. Chindessus, the Head ol
the Internattonal Monctary
Fund, said in a specch delty-
cred at the Frascr Instiluwe fn
Vancouver, Canada, the toxt ol
his remarks was releasod here.,

Without such decistons, and
some important comproniscs,
the Uruguay Round may be
doomed to flure. This would
sirtke a serfous blow o the
prospects for vigorous growth
in the 19908 for both the in-
dustrial and developing coun-
trics, he added.

The currenl round of talks
under the General Agreement
on Tarills and Tradc (GATT)
has hit an impassc duc Lo dis-
agrecements  between  Lhe
Unfied Stales and Europe over
agricultural subsidics.

Inter-Arab

$408m
in 1990

ABU DIIABI, March 7 :

Inter-Arab investments were |

estimated at 408 million dollar
in 1990, a (maclion of the re-
glon's asscts abroad, a United
Arab Emiralcs (UAE) daily re-
perted Friday, rcports AFP.

Al- . Qquotling a rcport
by the ration Lo
guaraniec investments, said
Egypt was the largest benefi-
ciary ol Arab investment, re-
cciving 92 million dollar.

Saudi Arabla came scoond.
recciving 80 million dollar,
followed Bahrain with 73.5
million dollar and the UAE
with 52 million dollar..

The report gave no detafls
on the investments but most
Arab assels in the region arc
channclicd inte rcal estalc,

mall- farming and indus-
ventures

Arab asscls ovcrscas arc
concentraled in the west and
cstimaled at 670 billion dollar,
invested in rcal cstalce
and stocks, with the oil-rich
Gulf statcs holding morce than
half those funds.

There have been calls tore-
lurn part of those investments
to the region lo aid Arab dc-
velopment but investors arguc
lhe markct is oo small and
that risks arc 1oo high.
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Anti-smoking
Taiwanese back
move to ban
cigarette ads

TAIPEL, Mar 7: Anti-smok-
ing groups in Taiwan said thcy
backed the government's
planned ban on cigarciic ad-
vertising and would fight a US
threat to impose L sanc-
tions il the ban gocs through,
reports AFD.

“We will do all we can o
fight all promotion activitics
for cigarcites on Lthe fsland,”
said a spokcswoman for the
John Tung Foundalion, the
Island’s Icading anti-smoking
lobby. ;
Cigarctic importcrs have at-
tacked the government's ap-
proval for a ban on all Llobacco
advertising and promolion,
with US firms saying the new
law might violalc the US trade
act and thus trigger trade re-
taliation.

In a strongly worded state-
ment rcleascd Saturday, the
US Cigarclie Export
Association in conjunction
with European importers said
the advertising ban was @«

“trade issuc” and not a "health
issue,”

SAN JOSE (Calil), Mar 7: Just like in a
melodrama, the computer files were saved In
the end. Michelangelo, a data-devouring de-
mon of the high-tech age. was siopped before
it could do much harm, and the compuling
community cheered, reports Al

"We found viruses in hundreds of comput-
ers, but we cradicated it." Joe Pujals,
California’'s compuler information manager,
said Friday.

The infamous ercation of an anonymous

r was sc¢l o strike March 6, the

of the lallan Renalssance artist. It sits

dormant inside IBM-lypc personal compulcers

and can destroy progrums and data on the

compuler's hard disk once the machine is
tumecd on.

Reuter from London adds : Thousands of
compuier's worldwide lost data and software
on Friday when the mysicrious Michelangelo
virus was triggerod in their hard disks.

Businesses and industrics from Amstrerdam
to Australia wcere hit by the computerised
plague and one US export said as many as
10,000 computers could have been alfected.

But no military or government data ap-
peared to have been lost and analysts agroeed
the effects could have been far worse -

If anything has happened, it hasn't had any
huge consequences that have come Lo our al-
tention, saild Joscph Snydcer, a US Sinte

Department So [ar, nobody has re-
ported anything here.

The Pentagon and While llousc also re-
ported no damage, while a duty officer at the

sccretive Central Intelligenee. Agency (CIA)
said ‘Tm making no comment.

Business

John MeAfee Prestdent of the US
Computer Virus Industry Assoctalion, a ro
scarch group of soliware and heardware mak
ers, estimated al least 10,000 computers had
been hit worldwide, basing this on reports
from his company s 140 overscas agenis.

The Michclangelo virus schoeduled o strike
on the §17th anniversary of the renalssance
masier's birth wipes oul the contents of hard
disks of inlcrted computers as they are
swilched on.

Any compulcr compulible with the
Iinternational Husinvss Machines Corp (IBM)
slandards is a polonibal Largel

A Swedish cneineer sald on Friday the virus
had struck lor the Tirst Umw exiwctly one yoear
ago, apparcnlly on compulers fncorreetly scl
lo its target date of March 8, 1992

We had scven of our computers knocked oul
last year, sald Svantc Grangvist al the Royal
Institution of Technology 1n Stockholm.

The virus was discovercd al the same Unw
in other places where (U existed, this year we
have avoided it as we worked hard with ants-
virus progranuncs.

Ditaguest. a Californta market rescarch
firm, said in a recent sorvey ol 600 compuler
sites with a total of 600,000 muchines, roughly
15 per cent of respondenis, reported Lhe
VIrus.

In the United States and many other coun
trics compulcr “vacoines applicd in advance
provenied serfous danmnge.

13ut throughout Friday rcports camw in of
large-scale loss ol datan and sofiware from un-
protected compulers.

More than 1,000 computcrs were allfected

in up to BOO companics in Soulh Alrica. Most
of them used by pharmactsts likcly 1o have in-
fected cach other's systems during their fre
guunil eommunicalions.

McAlce sald onc ol his agents had reporied
48 confirmed cascs In Australin including an
afrline in Melbourne, two mining and to explo-
ratlon companics in Perth and a car rental
company in Adclade

The Federnl OMee for Compuler Sceurity
(13S1) in Bonn sakd the worst case in Germany
hit 1 the Ruhr industrial arcas where one firm
saw data on 75 compulers wiped ofl in sec-
onvds

But & BS1 official said about 1,000
Michclangelo viruses had been nipped in the
bud by vaccines belore the target daile,

In Brilain, Edward Wilding, Editor of Virus
Bullctin, a monthly magazine. said a London
scrvices company hid had around 100 com-
putcrs afllected

I've never known such a scrious loss ol dala
duc o a virus.” he sakd, adding that the com-
pany was using outdated anti-virus sofllwarc,

Alin Solomon. who hceads onc of the world's
leading computer anti-virus sollware supplicrs,
sitkd he hid heard of no more than three dozen
virus attacks in rfitain, and he regarded the
Michelangolo scare as overblown,

s & massive lzzke ... a storm In a \ea-cup,”
he wsaid. "lt's scarc-mongering by  the
Amuricans,”

A Duteh poliee compulter fraud cxpert said
on Friday his unit had discovered the source of
the infeetion,

Lock Woeerd lold Reulers it was unwitlingly
spruvad around the world by a single Tudlwancese

DHAKA SUNDAY MARCH 8, 1992

soflwiire ropying house.

Soltwarc copy houses legitimalcly copy
software for customers, and this enc probably
mass - produced (1 when a cusiomer gave 10 an
infceicd disk, he said.

"Tatwan is Lhc source of the mass distribu-
tion of the virus,” he said, adding : “The
Tatwancse authoritics have not so far given us
the nanwe of the soliwarc housc,

The virus Hscll 1s a si © Insiruction con-
ccaled on the floppy disk which tells any com-
putcr using it o destroy datia on a given daic,
and 1o give the simme order w0 any other com-
pulcr with which #t links up.

"If (the invenlor) was a very smarl porson, fi
would bhave bcen about 20 minus work,”
Weerd said.

But despite unconfirmed reporis. iwtther
the Dutch nor anyonc clse was surc who had
programmed Michelangelo or whr

There were alse no reports of outhreaks In
India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka or akistan.

But in Malaystia, Michclangclo was deteciod
at more Lhan 20 companics, a Malaystan anti-
virus sofllware developer said.

Loot Hoong Thoong of Lol softwarce sald he
received calls early Friday complaining of datla
loss due to Lhe virus.

Michelangelo's effect in the Philippines was
also minor.

Philip Wu. sofltware support nmnager of onc
of the country’s biggest rctaflcrs of 1M por-
sonal compulers, said so far thcy had cneoun-
tered only onc casc of the virus. It had afferied
a personal compuler In an insurance company.
and “they lost sonx Ries,” he safld.
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KUBINKA: An American airman getting a first-hand look at a CIS Sukhm SU-27 fighter
aircraft at an air show on Mar 6, marking the 50th anniversary of strategic aviation. The
Americans flew to Russia with food aid for the people of the CIS.

—AFP photo

Business group
backs out of
Mexico

MEXICO CITY, Mar 7 : The
busincss group which last
week bought a majority inter-
el tn Banco Sonwex for BG1.8
million dollar withdrew their
offcr and forfeited a 17 mil-
lon dollar deposit, reports AP,

It was the first time iIn
Mcexico's ycar-long privatiza-
Uon process that a buyer has
backed out.

The announcement late
Thursday said the group with-
drew because some member ol
the group “has cxpresscd
doubts about the reasonablc-
ncss of the bid presentcd,
considering the current condi-
tions of the market.”

The investment group,
hcaded by Eduardo Creel
Coblan, Viecentle Ariziecgul
Andreve and Eduardo
Alcjandro Castillo, had offercd
ncarly 250 million dollar morc
for Banco Semcex than the sce-
ond-highcst bidder,

BEWING, Mar 7 : China will
issuc a record 30 billion yuan
(5.56 billion dollar) worth of
trcasury bonds this year to tap
the enormous amount of pri-
valc savings in the counitry, a
press report sald Friday, re-

ports AFTP.

Zhang Jialun, Depulty Dir-
cctor of the State Dcbt Mana-
gement Departmentl, was

| quoled in China Daily as saying

the issuing would start next
month and the amount to be
raiscd in 1992 compared with
the 20 billion yuan (3.66 bil-

. Beijing to issue

lion dollar) issucd last ycar.

The savings will be usced to
pay maturing dcbts and fund
the government defidit, the of-
ficial told the English-langua-
gc newspaper. The Chinesc
government has to rcpay 30
billion yuan maturing in
Augusl.

This is the last year of the
states’ three-year debt service
peak, the newspaper said,
Next year only 10 bfllion yuan
of treasury bonds would mia-
ture. '

The state is hoping o mo-
bilis¢ individual savings which

lasl

tractivencss of trcasury
China has developed an un-
derwriting system whereby . fi-
nancial institutions purchase
the bonds and then scll them
lo individuals. Thesc institu-
tions arc expected to snap up
about 80 per cent of the bonds
- on ofler.

yvar soarcd to a record
167 billion dollar.

To help promote the at-
bond,

Until now some silate em-

ployces have been more or less
obliged o buy bond issucs.

The treasury bonds arce ex-

pecied Lo carry an interest

$ 5.56b bonds to
generate private savings this yr

ratc onc pcreentage point
higher than bank savings de-
posited for a similar term. '

Scance China started
reissuing treasury bonds in
1981, about 130 billion yuan

(24 billion dollar) has been
raised this way.

The central government's
deficit hit about 20 billion yuan
(3.53 billlon dollar) last ycar,
according to oflicial estimaltcs.
Beijing needs the money to
launch development projects
and accclerale political and
ceonomic reforms.

LONDON, March 7 :
Chanccllor of the Exchequer
Norman Lamont's pre-clection
British budget will be a deeply
political package designed to
appeal to blue-collar manual
workers, the kcy volers who
swepl Margeret Thatcher to
power in three clections, re-
ports Hculer.,

They make up 50 per cent
of the clectorate and are by far
the most volatile voters.

“These are the people who
uscd to vote Labour during the
60s and 70s, bluc collar work-
ers who dcserted Labour be-
causc Lhey lked Maggic
Thatcher's policies,” said
cconomist Peler ccr, who
has closcly studied the demo-
graphic and rcgional patlern of

IL

British voling, referring to the
main opposilion party. -

Thatcher tapped the mood
of British workers in the carly
1980s, Ured of strikes and
high taxatfon they apparently
rclished her viston of a prop-
criy-owning democracy.

Lamont's budget must re-
build support among that samc
group of pcople; badly hit by
reeession, before the election,
expeeted next month.

“The fact s that it is the
sime people that pul Margarct
Thatcher in who could put
John Major out,” said Spencer,
of Broker Shearson Lchman
Brothers.,

A siudy by [3arclays de Zocle
Woedd shows 72 scats where
the Conscervatives lead Labour
by 16 per cent or less and
where the C2 bracket is 26
per cent of more of the clee-
lorale,

Tax culs may be the most
clfeetive and dircel way ol
winning over undecided C2
VOLUTS.

A widcly expected cul in
the basic rale of tax from 25
per cent 1o 24 per cent would

be of greatest benefit to C2's, -

whose wages are gencrally be-
low about 25,000 sterling.

It would be less of a help o
the traditionally conscrvative-
voling professional/managcerial
Al group who, opinion polls
indicate, would rather Lamont
put moncy Into Britain's
creaking infrastructure than
cul lixcs.,

The Ald's however, arc less
likely to be lloating volers and
Lamont may therefore feel it is
worth overriding their misgiv-
ings in order lo score points

Lamont's budget aims to woo the most
volatile voters — blue collar workers

with the more undecided C2
brawcket. .

Laamonl s no stranger lo
political budgets. Polls showing
the Conscrvalives and Labour
virtually ncck-and-neck for

mosl of the past year have in-
flucnced much cconomic de-
cision-making.

The 1991 budget uscd a
4.25 billion sterling windull
from a risc¢ n value added Lax
to give a onc-ofl 140 sierling
per person cul i the widcely-
unpopular poll tax local gov-
crnment charge.

There is speculation that
this year Lamont may make
another modest move on poll
L. if only to delay the sending
ol bills until afller the genceral
clection, expected on April 9.
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Dollar, gold
fall in NY

NEW YOKK, Mar 7: The ULS
dollar declined against most
major currcncics  in choppy
irading Friday as forcign cx-
change markels reacted am-
bivalently to new U.S economic
stalistics, Al’ says.

Gold prices moved mod-
estly lowcr.
On the Commodity

Exchange in New York, aold
bullion for currcnt delivery
closed at 340.50 dollar a troy
ounce, 1.90 dollar 1(han
Thursday's scltlcment price.
Republic Natfonal Bank
uoted a bid ol 349.25 dollur
lrn Lroy ounce of as of 4
p.m EDT, down 2.20 dollar
Irom Thursday's lalc bid.
An cagerly awalled report
on Fcbruary employment Gafled
lw inspire any p buy -

Lempo
round of dollar buying abroud
and at honw. Bul the buying

proved short-lived.
Other data in the Labor

Department report  offset the
posilive cconomic implica-
tions of Frbruary's in
non-farm payrolls, which was
the strongest since May 1900.

Four nations
to consider
moratorium

on 1vory
trade

TOKYO, Mar 7: Five
Southern African nallons on
Thursday offcred the first con-
cession In a heated battle over
the ivory trade which has dom-
inated a world wildlife confor-
cnee in the ancient Japancse

capiltal of Kyolo, rcports
Reuter.
Botsawana, Malawi,

Zimbabwe and Namibia said

they would consider a volun-
lary moratorium on the ivory
trade which is currently
banned worldwide.

South Africa said it would
conlinuc lo forbid any import
or cxport ol ivory or ivory
products for the Ume being,

The five have not, howewer,
withdrawn their requests that
the African clephant be re-
classiflied under the
Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Specics
(CITES) to allow a limited
tradc in tvory. .

The trade was banned at
the previous CITES mecting in
1989 aftler the African cle-
phant population fell by 50 per
cent from 1.2 midllion in 1981,

This is the first tangible
sign Lthat we have received of
movement on the clephant is-
suc by the Southern African
counirics said Simon Stuari,
head of the delegation from
the Internatfonal Unfon for the
Conscrvation of Nature (IUCN).
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Unemployment
in Canada up

OTTAWA, March 7 : A drup
in avafiablc jobs in Canada
hoiped push the nation's un-
cmployment rale up o 10.6
per cent last month, comparcd
o 10.4 per cent in January.
the government said Friday,
reporis AFP.

The new unemployment
rive is the highest since April,
1985, with 1.45 milion pcople
now looking for work, said

Siatislics Canada.
In the week ending
February 15, there was a loss

of 32,000 full-time jobs while

part-time employment rose by
14,000, the government

agency added.

Iin a province-by- nce
breakdown, Newfoundland
continuced to sullfer the worst
uncmployment rate (18.9 per
cent), while the lpwest jobicss
lcvel was in Sasksatchewn (7.0
per cenll).

in addition te
Newloundland, the jobless railc
is 10 per’ cont or r in
BBritish Columbia, Quebec, Ncw
Brunchwick, Nova Scotia and
PPrince Edward Island.

Wall Streeters see

sign of recovery

vide an indikation of how much

NEW YORK, Mar 7: If Wall
Streclers are tting more
conflident these i the
chances for a sustained cco-
nomic recovery, one reasen is
moncy, reports Al

More spuctally, the source
of their cnthusiasm is faster
growth in the supply,
an tracked in various statistical
measures by the Federal
Heserve,

For instance, M2 — a mea-
surc of cash, checking — ac-
count balances and some sav-
ings accounts as well— has
grown at an annual rate of 5.2
per cenl so far this year, cven
though it dropped off a bit in
the latest weck.

M3. a scparate total that
includes M2 plus some extras
like large bank certificates of
deposit. has expanded at a 2.3
pereent annual pace.

Last fall, ther:“" was litle
al

gauges, which. in theory pro-

fuel is Nowing through  the
ceonomy o run the machinery
of lkending, production, con-
sumption and jobs.

"Moncy, moncy, moncy,
moncy- Il you wish lo say a few
words about cvidenoe of i re-
covery, those are them,” says
Robert Brusca, chiefl cron-
omist al Nikke Sceurflicss
International in New York.

Dut as Drusca and many
othcr observers point oul,
there are and prob-
lems that militale againsi
drawing any swoeping conclu-
sions from the monctary data,
especially over such a short
span of Ume. !

For onc thing, a spurt in
money growth occurred at
about this time last year which
didn’t, as it turncd oul, herald

any drastic 1 ment In
the state of business condi-
ttons.

Russian industrial
output falls 15 pc

MOSCOW, Mar 7: Russian
industrial output was 15 per
cent below year- ago levels at
the ecnd ol February after a
similar drop in January from
January 1991, according to an
intgrnal parliament doecument
oblaincd by Reuters.

The document, presenicd
lo decpulics on Wednesday,
gave no comparison betwoeen
January and February produc-
Lion lewvels.

It said the largest outpul fall
was for ferrous metals, where
February output was 25 to 28

per cenl below yecar ago lov-

cls.duc 1o a continued f[all in

the outpul of cooking coal.
Cooking roal output fell

800.000 tonnes or 12 per cent

in February from February

1991.

3ut coal supplies to industry
improved in February because
Russia exported less cooking
coal lo other commonwealth
slales.

The document said output
of lght industry- a sector
heavily dtpendent on im-
ported raw matcrials — fell an
average of 20 per cent. Textile
firs, were recelving just  onc
tenth  of the imporicd raw
matcrials |, they ncoded.

in volume lerms, trade lev-
els fell by 59 per cent and
overall consumption was ex-
peeted to halve in the [irst
three months of the ycar, duc
mainly to lowcer spending on
consunr goods,

Ii'aq raises salaries of

overseas workers by 30 pc

BAGIIDAD, March 7 : The
Iraqi government has decided
to rujse by 30 per cent the
salarics of foreign workers in
the country’s public sector, the
Daily Ath-Thawra, organ of the
ruling Baath Parly, reported
Friday. reports AFP,

The paper, which did not
spectly when the raises would
lake cffect, said the deciston
had already been conveyed o
the ministrics and various gov-
crnment bodics across the
country.

In Scplember, salaries of
Irivgi government cmpl
wore inercasced by 156-16 per

cent, following a decree by the
decision-making Revolu
Command Council. e

The new increases come in
the wake of hikes in the
prices of basic products duc to
an international cmbargo
against Irnq slapped by the
United Nalions days alter
Baghdad's August 1990 inva-
sion of Kuwait.

Thousands of cxpatrialcs,
notably Egyptians, Sudancse
and Jordanians, were given
government jobs in Irmg Lo re-
place Irugis scrving in the mil-
itary, purticularly during the
cight-year lran-lraq war which
cnded in 1988,

German cops helpless as.drug dealers reign supreme

HAMBURG, Germany, Mar 7 : Michacl Weiss
knows that a foreign narcotics ring is sclling
hard drugs on German streets and sending its
profits home through Hamburg arca banks,
writes AP,

But the chicel of Hamburg's organized crime
police unit ean’'t seize the moncy or take the
courfers to courl becausc Germany, unlike
mosi other wealthy European nations and the
United States, has no law against moncy-laun-
dering.

“Every month between six million and cight
million mark 3.6 million dollar and 4.8 million
dollar” flow back to thc drug dons from
nﬂl.‘l‘rllnyu..uyl:mﬂ?. ?:n E:'uu:{i to name the

ng or nat ty for lcar 0 izin
his investigation. Frpaising
. Our country has become an El Dorado (gokl
mine) for moncy-laundcring. says Juergen
Mcyer, a lawmakcr with the opposition Soctal
?:mnalu.

Addrcssing growing @oncerns both at home
and abroad, Chancellor lelmut Kohl's govern-
ment has writlen a draft ant-laundering law,
which it hopcs Lo pass before (the summer, Bul
some law authoritics say the law as it stands
won't be elfective.

Moncy-laundering essentially legalizes prol-
its from crime. To launder money, criminals
tuck cash Into a forcign bank, cventually reey-
cling it back into their hands.

in the United States, Lo name one country,
invesligators can confiscate money il Lthere (s
recason to believe it came from a crime, and
then seck o have the asscts permanently im-
pounded. All bank transactions over 10,000
dollar must be reported to US authorities.

But German law authoritics can'l seize
moncy as evidence, unless there is absolute
proofl it was flicgally obtaincd. And German
banks arc not required to report suspicious
lransactions or to ask for the identification of

strangers transferring large amounts of moncy.,

Al the same lime, Germany Is struggling
with a growing drug problem. The country is a
main Europcan destination for Turkish heroin
and cocainc from South Amcrica. Last ycar,

heroin and eocaine overdose deaths rose from

1,400 to more than 2,000, say federal authori-
lies,
The absence of a moncy-laundering law re-
poricdly irritates the United Stales, because
trallickers have sold cocaine in the United
Stales and conccaled their profits In Germany.

In 1989, a German court ruled against US
drug agents’ request for scizure of 20 million
dollar kept in a Hamburg bank by Colombian
cocaine kingpin Pablo Escobar. The judge said
there was no lcgal basis to confliscate the
moncy.

Der Spicgel magazine reported that the
United States has threatencd to “humiliate”
Germany if il doesn’t crack ‘down on drug

moncy-laundering,

The magazine implicd that the United
Stalces would relecase information that would
embarrass Germany.

In the mcantime, the use of Germany as a
moncy-laundering haven s growing, Der
Spicgel reported.

In the carly 1980s, beiween 4 billion and 6
billlon mark 2.4 billion dollar and 3.6 billion
dollar in drug moncy were laundered In
Germany, according to Spiegel. “Today it s
ﬂEl}" times more than that,” the magazine
said,

Spicgel told of a case In the mid- 1980s
when a woman from Madrid exchanged more
thun 4 millon mark 2.4 million llar in
Spanish pescta al n Frankfurt bank over two
ycars “and not a single (bank) emiployee asked
about the moncy's origins,” Spicgel satd. The
moncy came from heroin sales, the magazine
saue].

l violating U.S sanctions

! Business briefs
US fines 5 firms for flouting ban: mx
; dollar for

Uniled Stalcs has fined six companics 580
against Libya, the Treasury

Department sald on Friday, reports Reuter from Washington.

i “This is a warning to companics throughout the worlkd

thal thcy may not do business with Libya
the United States, * the department  said.

Riyadh to he!& Taiwan build refinery:

Saudi Arabia has red to help Taiwan  set up an ofl

from or through

| refincry, the sate-owned Chinese Petroleum Corporation said,

rcporis Reuter from Taipet.
lLocal media Saturday cd corporation Chairman Kuan
Yung-Shih us saying the offcr was made by an assistant o Uhe

Saudi Ofl Minister during Kuan's visit (o the kingdom last

week.

Algerians e!:rote-t price hike: avery
Algcrians crowd round market stalls on Friday,
denouncing high food prices on the flirst day of Ramwdan,

reporis Reuler from Algiors.



