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Karen Guerillas kill seven:
Myanmar's cthnic Karen guerillas Thursday killed scven
people and wounded four in an attack on a village northcast of
the captial, official radio Yangon said in a broadcast monitored
in llangkok, reporis AFP,

licavily armed rebels of the Karen National Union (KNU)
atlached a village near Shwegying township in 'cgu division,
some |50 kilometres (90 miles) northeast of Yangon, killing
iwo men, three women and two baby girls and wounding
three men and a one-year-old boy, the radio said.

Myanmar military officials were quotled as saying Lhe attack
was “lolally unprovoked and without reason.”
aid:

Mugabe appeals for forﬂgf
President Robert Mugabe on  Friday decla mbabwy's
drought a national disaster and appealed Lo forvign donors for
food, moncy and medicine to avert starvauion, rcports Al

The drought follows three successive years of poor rainfall
that has hit harvests and watler reserves “with very scrious
and adverse effects on human lives and livestock,” Mugabe
told rcporters.

"The survival of our people comes first,” he said.

Zimbabwe is one of several southern Alrican nations sullcr-

ing the worst drought since records began around 1900.

Workshog fire kills 22 in Bangkok:

Twenty-two died In a fire al a cardboard box [aclory
alter they were unable to escape through locked iron grating,
A NCWSPapor rc , reports A’ from DBangkok.

The daily Thai Rath reported that the workers at the
three-story lactory in Bangkok were unable to break through
the gratings as the fire spread Thursday. :

Most of the victims were found beside Lhe ground Noor
gratings, but one of six survivors said thcy managed Lo escape
only because an iron gate on a third-slory window was dam-
Aud,

The causc of the fire was under investigation. Howcver, the
newspaper speculated that an elecirical short circuit may
haive set ofl the blaze. -

CBS Radio vice president dead:

tobert llyland, senfor vice president of CI3S Radio and
veneral manager of KMOX radio, has dicd at age 71, reports
A’ [rom Si-Louis.

lyland dicd of cancer at home Thu . his family said,

liykind joincd the network-ownod KMOX 41, ycars ago us
nalional salcs and was credited wilth the station's
ris¢ to become one of the nation's top news-lalk stalions in
werms ol advertsi

cuis qun:lcr'»mnnhlqmlhd KMOX “The jewel in CIIS
Crown.

llyland was the only radio executive at CI3S (o be namwd a
scnior vice president. He was offered the presidency of CBS
Sports and the CBS Radio Network, but turned them down to
rcmain in his native St Louis.

Pilots killed as Cuban jets collide:

Two Cuban Mig-21 jet fightcrs collided in mid-air during a
training cxcrcise, killing bolh ptlots and their two co-pilots,
Cuban oflicials anmounced in Havana Friday, rcports AFT.

The accident occurred Thursday afternoon in the provinee
of Pinar Dcl Rio, to the west of Havana, said the Cuban ncws
agency Ain.

A special armed forces commission will investigale the
causc of the Colliston.

Earthquake rocks Costa Rica: a:
carthquake measuring 6.0 on the Richiwr Scale, which is
strong cnough (o cause severe . struck Cosla Rica on

ml"rldty night, the United States geological survey said, reports
ter

There were no immediatg of or injurics in
the ﬂﬂmﬂﬂ?:w hnﬂd-:‘l.nm': {016 mm
cpicentre was about 30 miles {45 km) northwesl of
the capital San Jose.

UN re Iraqi uest: -..
Larejects Iragi request: mswuy

request for an Iragi airlincr 1o be allowed to operate one
light a day betwcen ad and Amman, a commitice
source sald, reports Reuler from United Nations.

The commitice, which mweets behind closed doors, also
turned down a request for an lragi Bocing 727 stranded by
UN sanctions in Tunis or Amman to be flown home and uscd
for domestic flights belween Baghdad and Basra.

The source said both requesis would involve breaches of
the sanctions imposed on Irag shortly alter ils invasfon of
Kuwail in Augusl 1990.

iraq said the proposed Bughdad-Amman Mights were Lo
trunsport United Nations stall and forcign diplomats, as wcll
as Imgi officials, "in vicw ol the fact thal the land route be-
tween the two countries is hazardous and is somctimes
closcd as a resull of bad weather conditions.”

30 kil-led as Lankan troops
storm Tigers' bunkers

COLOMBO, Mar 7: Twenty said.

GENEVA, Mar 7: The
Uﬂll"ﬂ Nalttions Human Rights
Commission avoided harsh
jurchgement of China as it ended
s 48lh annual scssion hoere
Friday, rcporis AFP,

The commission, which fo-
cuscd naminly  on Asta, critd
¢ lxed Myanmar, warncd
Indoncsia and scvercly con-
denned Iraq and, more gently,
Iran.

The Chinese government
wins clled  for human rights
violations in China and lorturc
in Tibet  bul avoided formal

censure after o Pakistant me-
Hon prevented the vole.

Betfing once agaln vscaped
condemnation, as it did follow-
wig the Junc 1989 crackdown
on the student-lked movement
lor democracy, by cnlisting Lhe
support ol {ts Third World al-
Hes. .

China conlended thatl the
UN text on China and Tibel
challenged Chincse territorial
inlegrity and sovercignly over
Tibel.

The United Siates had al-
ready called for the withdrawal
of a molion on Tibet alone. The
LIS representative in Gencva
said: “rightly or wrongly the -
US forvign policy has boen
bascd on Chinese sovercignly
over Tibel.”

Tic added that China was
s1ill on the agenda and thal a
“procedural vole” and nol Tthe
cinse” had been lost.

The US  position was oritd-

his government

soldicrs and 10 Tamil scpa-
ratist rcbels were killed in an
army opcration to wipe out
rebel bunkers in northern Sri
Lanka, military sources said on
Friday, reports Reuter .

The statement said nine
soldicrs were wounded when
troops conducting a clcaring

operation in the area came
across lines of newly-built

bunkers.

were killed when about 100

near
Veltilatkerni beach on the

Three soldiers and 10

rcbels, including a local lcader, "Tcrrorists who were oceu-

pying these bunkers offered
stll resistance but troops
with the supporting fire pro-
vided by helicopter gun-ships
:ﬂdumf:aufully overran them,” ft

lroops siormed the bunkers
army-controlled

northcast coast on Thursday, a
Defence Ministry statement

Peace talks turn into an
empty dialogue : Lebanon

BEIRUT, Mar 7 : Lcbanon
said on Friday Middle East
peace lalks have turned into an
“emply dialogue® and should be
suspended untdl aflter Israel
clections in Junec, reports
Reulter,

"A ncw round of peace talks
is nol justified bclore the
Isracli clections ... the Llalks
should be postponed until afler
the elections”, Foreign
Minislcr Faris Boucz told re-
poricrs,

"The present Israeli gov-
ernment is acling like a care-
taker administration which
cannol offcr scrious and tangi-
ble idcas ... we arc against
holding Lalks just for the sake
of cmpty dialogue, just like
whal Is happening now,” he
said.
Isracl is cngaged in scpa-
rale lalks with Lebanon, Syria,
and a joint dclegation of
Jordanians amd Palestinians.
The last round in Washinglon,
likc the previous three, pro-
duced no real progress.

[icirut's main aim 1is to
press for the withdrawal of
Israclf troops [from an anti-
gucrilla bufler strip in South
Lebanon.

Syria, Armenia
set up ties

DAMASCUS, Mar 7: Syria
and Armenia decided Friday to
cslablish diplomaltic rclations
and called for a peacelul set-
tUement between Armenians
and:Azcris in the disputed ter-
ritory of Nagorny- Karabakh.

Armenian Forelgn Minister
Ralli llovancssian and his
Syrian counlerpart Faruq Al-
Shara signed tf:: accord scl-
ting up diplomatic ties.

llovancssian also met
President Hafez Al-Assad to
dcliver a message [rom his
Armenian counterpart Levon
Ter Petrossian, who was born
in the Northern Syrian town of
Alcpo, the official news agency

Sana rcported.

clzed by Eurvpean delegate

and by pro-Tibctan wbbivs.
They suspoect Washinglon
causcd the provedural conlu-
sion o poersuade China o sign
the nuclcar non-prolticration
trcaly.

Tibelan leaders, howcever,
were not discouraged by Lhe
vole. The Dalal Lanm's repre
scnlative for UN allairs, Lodi
Gari sald: The quuestion of
Tibet is onee again recognieoed
lo be an fssuc of Intermational
importance.

But he complained thal the
United Stales was an obslacikc
o the resolution on Tibet.

"What waus uncxpecied an
ditsappointing was Lthe US gov-
crnment's opposition o pas:

say of a resolution on Tibet,”
he sadd. "Even when the wexi
ol the resolution was entirely
nviscd in order 1o accommo-
dale US inlervsts, thal country
[ailed to actively promolc iis
passage

The UN commission ac
cuscd the millary junta ol
Myanmar of “scrious violallons
including the cexpulsion of
Muslims and the house arresi
of Nobel 'caoc I'rize laurcalc
and opposition lcader Aung
San Suu Kyi.

Indoncsia was warncd Lhat
the Scerclary General would
keep a close cye on Lhe silua-
tion in East Timor. The UN
body condemned the shooting
of civilans in the lormer
Portugucese territory
November,

Jakarta was sanved from the

last
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MINICH: A Turkish foreign

his arrival here. Raisa Gorbachev (L) smiles at the scene.

International

Third World allies help China avoid |
censure motion at UNHRC

Justioe, resist and

slcriwr consure reguestod by
Portugal thanks Lo the solidar
ity ol ils Asian mighbours,

The commission saved ils
scverest judgement  for lrag,
sitying violatlons there were
without parallc]l since Nazxi
Goermant, according Lo ‘the UN
spuecial envoy Max Van Der
Stlocl.

The Iragl  government has
dented the accusations, but
Van Der Stoel calkd for human
righls obscrvers o be scnt Lo
I ringy,

The commission largely 1g-
norcd Alfrican and al in
Anwrican counirics exeepl for
criticizing Cuba for its refusal
lo cooperate with the Unfled
Nalions.

Gualcmala was nol strictly
cvnsurced

Most of the doelegatles 1o the
commission supporied an
Ausirallan motion Lhat a per-
mancnl body boe set up lo re-
act immodialcly to serious
human rights violations.

Li thanks Third
World allics

Reuter from [keffing says:
Priwe. Mintstor LI Peng  has
thanked Third World allics for
holping China avold a censure
molion at the UN lHuman
Rights Commission, the oflicial
China Duaily said 1 ;

4 sald most developing
countrics, which adhcre o
basic principles and uphold

the
ich

drafi resolution al-

worker kisses the hand of former Soviet President Gorbachev on
= AFP/UNB phato

ISLAMABAD, Mar 7 : The
Prime Minister of Pakistani
Kashmir vowed on Friday to
halt a fresh attempt by secces-
sionist militants to lead a mass
march into Indian-ruled
Kashmir, rcports Reuter.

Sardar Abdul Qayyum said
had taken
sicps (o prevent a repetition of
last month’'s march that ended
with al lcast seven demonstra-
lors being killed in battles
with Pakistani security forces
Istnpplng them reaching the
inc.

Indonesia wants

to help resolve

Kashmir crisis

JAKARTA, Mar 7 : Indoncsia
has ollcred to mediate be-
tween India and Pakistan to
scck a peacclul solution to the
Kashmir crisis, visfiting
Pakistani Minister of State for
Forvign Allairs Siddiquce Kanju

said loday, rcports AFP.

“Indoncsia hopes Pakistan
and India could find a peaceful
solution on this maticr,” Kanju
quoted Indonesian President
Suharto as saying after mecting
with him here.

Kanju said he had explained
the present sftuation in
Kashmir, where 6,000 poople
have killed during the last 2-
1/2 years, to Suharto.

The pro-independence
Jammu and Kashmir Libcration
Front WKLF) has announced
plans for a second march on
March 30 in support of a vio-
lent Muslim uprising against
Indian rule in the two-thirds of
lh¢ mountain region il con-
Lrols.

Qayyum, movement had
cnlered a crucial stage where a

singlc wrong step could dis-
tract the struggle, the official

APP ncws agency reported.
“They (the JKLF) are wying

to sabolage the struggle so that

it docs notl enjoy the sympa-

_f’ak Kashmir Prime M.iniste;
vows to halt JKLF marc

thies of the peopile,” he said.

Qayyum accused the JKLF,
onc ol the main militant
groups waging a guerilla war in
the Kashmir valley, of turning
to “terrorism” and dividing the
Kashmir pcoplc.

lie strongly opposcs the
JKLF's call for an indcpendent
Kashmir and wants the whole
region to beccome part of
Pakistan sincc independence
in 1947 over Kashmir, warnced
last month it would shool any-
body who iricd lo cross Lhe
heavily delended ccasc-fire
line.

Ghali calls for truce in

NEW YORK, United Nations,
Mar 7 : UN Secretary-General
Boulros-Ghali, saying hc was
"deeply concerned” by fighting
in Nagorny Karabakh, called
Friday for an immediate cease-
fire in Lhe Azerbatjan enclave,
rcporis AFI.

The Scerclary-Genceral be-
lieves the fighting in the re-
gion "which has resulted in
many deaths in recent weeks..
is particularly alarming,” said
his spokesman Francois
Giuliant.

Boulros-Ghali recalled that
Azerbatjan and Armenia, which
were olficlally admitted to the
Unfted Nations Monday, are
obliged as members of the

Nagorny- Karabakh

world 1o resolve dispules
by peacclul means,” Giuliant
said. :

"The Sccretlary-Gencral
hopes Lhat an immediate end
(o the fMighting will come about
and that the parties will scttle
their dispules in accordance
with Lheir obligations as mem-
ber stalcs of the United
Nations,” thc spokesman said.

Boulros-Ghalf mct with
Azerbaljani Forcign Minisier
Gousscin Aga Sadykhov
Thursday.

On Wednesday, Sadykhov
said his country was willing Lo
accept a deployment ol US
peacckeepers along the border

|
|

wmpis Lo inlerfere in China's
intcrnal aflairs, and harm  Lhe
couniry’'s sovereignty undcer
the prewext  of the so-called
human rights issuc in Tibel,”
Lhe newspaper sald.

"We¢ cxlend our sinccre
gratilude o Lhese counirics
for their  support,” LI was
quoled as saying. "We join Lhe
common stand of Lthe Third
World in opposing any inicr-
frence in the internal allairs
of othcr nations en the pretext
of human rights violations.”

The commission in Gencva
voled on Wednesday 0 Lake no
action on a wesicrn resolut bon
censuring China for violaling
human rights, especially in
Tibet.

If the censure motion had
passcd, it would have been  Lhe
first condemnation of China in
the 47-ycar history of ihe
comnission.

Chincse Lroops ovcrran
Tibet In the 1950s. Tibet's
kander, the Dalal Lana, Med in
19560 allcr an abortive upris-
ng.

Tibclan dissidents say Uhat
sinex then  Lthe Chinese com-
munist leadership have
worked lo destroy Tibetl s
culture and religion.

China's Third Woerld
rfcnds, led by Pakistan, scult-
thd the motion by calling a
voic which effcetively ended
the debaie.

Mosi of thosc who volod for
censure  woere weslern  oa-
Uons. Russia also favoured oon-
surc

FIS warns of

civil war

The fundamentalist Islamic
Salvation Front (F1S) on Friday
warned of civil war in Algeria
in its first reaction to a court
:Fn on s activities, reports
Violent clashes meanwhilc
broke oul Friday, between

Muslim fundamentalists and
security forces at a mosque in

Consthntine, a number
of mﬂ Muslim

holy month of Ramadan began,
:Ammwm
“The false calm by the me-

dia carries a risk of civil war,”
said a communique signed by

the President of the FIS
Nalional Commission for iIn-
formation, Abdcrraumk Radjam.

Radjam has been living in
hiding for several woecks.

The communique was
pasted at the El Arkam
mosque at Cheva near
Algicrs. i

China's Cultural

Minister resigns

BEWING, Mar 7: China's
hardlinc Minister of Culture
tic Jingzhi has submitted his
resignation alter coming under
fire from scnior leader Den
Xiaoping, Chincse sources lnkq
loday, rcporis Reuter.

The sources in the ministry
said Lthcy did not know the
rcason. llc had given for re-
signing as Ac Minister, but
said he might cited old
age. lic is in his 70s.

lic was appointed Acting
Ministcr in late 1989 after lib-
cral author Wang Mcng was
forced to res in the purge
ol rcformers t followed the
suppression of pro-d
demonstrations in Beifing in
Junc of thal ycar.

The Buily Stur §

Off the Record

LE TOURNEUR, NORMANDY, France: Mimine, a four-
ear-old tomcat, is cuddled by his owner Bertrund, afller
imine returned home following a two-year absence

Mimine trekked 400km from Tourcoing, a town
in Northeastern France where Bertrands family
had accidently left Mimine behind after their
1990 summer holidays, back to the family's home in
Normandy. —AFP/UNB photo

Goldfish cocktails make
bad joke

WELLINGTON, New Zealand: Animal activists are tiwes Hig -
tion complaints that a Wellingion bar is scrving Wve goldiish
in cockiatls, reports AP.

Reports say bartenders lake the fish off a bowl al the Route
66 bar and drop them into a glass with lequila and lemon, -
cording to the Socicty for the Prevention of Cruclly to
Animals.

If the the allegations arc true, sald SI"CA dircetor Ross
Melauchlan, the group will file charges under the Animal
Prolection Act.

The stall at the Route 66 bar dentes (he accusations,
Mclauchkan sald.

But lawyer Kefty Jeflerics, who represenis bar owner
Lance DBurt, confirmed Friday that lve goldfish werg

"oceasionally” d into patrons’ drinks “for a joke.”

“It's not ing that -als 1o me,” he said. "Bul I'm
not sure how the SPCA intend to prosccute. IU's cer-
tainly unusual but it's not eruel.”

Jeflerios said the SPCA was over-reacting. e said fish in
other circumstances are killed “with a hook (hrough thclll
face.” »

It ralscs a question of how you kill fish. If they prosceulte,
they will be prosecuting cveryone who goes fishing.”

Cops are top crooks
o - L
in Mexico city
MEXICO CITY: Former policeman Ricardo Chadres'
says Lhe city traflic entangléd him in a web of
tion. Now that he has the whistle, his former su
denpunce him as a crook. reports AP. .
In a cily notorious for police corruplion, Chaires .
other fired officers have made the highly unusual move of

demanding an investigation of e

Hall of all the complaints by the cily asscmbly's
Public Sccurity Commission a ption complaints lodged
by police against their own s rs, commission President
Amalia Garcia said.

According o his work record, "Chailres twice scerved Uime
for robbery and attempted extortion. He was accusad, bul not
convicted, of property damage and transporting contraband.

Nonc af Lthat ended his pblice carcer. What did, he clafms,
was his sal to pay bribgs to his bosscs, linanced by extor-
tion from the public. C is lighting dismissal, which po-
lice say was for stealing agolkd chain ofl the neck of a pedes-
trian. h
Depending on  their l‘llhﬁk and cxpericnee, police take
home between 265 dollar and 400 dollar a month, depart-
ment spokcsman Red Albert Palacios sald. PPolice say they
work scven days a week, although Palacios denied Lhal.

Onc veicran commander said, “This is the only job where
you pay Lo work.”

Two policemen at Mexico City's enleriainment Pink Zone,
who said thcy mere alraid to let their names be used, sadd in
an intcrvicw Lhat most cops pay their superiors 10 dollar for a
book of tickets, 50 dollar for a day ofl, 100 dollar to 150 dol-
lar a week just to keep the job.

Talks on Northern

Ireland resume
tomorrow

Leopard halts city life

NEW DELHI, Mar 7: A wild lcopard attacked a man in a
crowded cily areca and hid in a bathroom where a woman
locked it in before calling for help, a ncws agency reported

Saturday, AP says.

LONDON, Mar 7
Negotiations between
Prolcstants and Catholics on
the futurc of nerthern Ireland
will resume in Belflast on
Monday, officials said Friday,
reporis AFP.

The talks were broken off
on July 3 allcr bcecoming
bogged down in procedural

The animal was captured Friday by forest officials using

lizer darts, sald United News of India.
it safd normal life in Lal Chowk area of Cuttack ‘came Lo a

sudden halt Friday morning when the lcopa
center of the city trying to find a sale

running about in
haven.”

rd was scen

The animal had come from the Chandaka forest, 30 kilo-
meters [rom Cultack, United News said. The cily is 1,250
kilometers southeast of New Dclhi.

Alter some time,

it attacked a man and ran inlo a

balthroom oulside a house, Unilcd News said. As thousands ol

dispulcs.

pceople watched from a distance, a woman mustered enough

The Irish and British gov-
crnments agreed in Dublin on
Friday lo temporarily suspend
the Anglo-Irish conference to

clear the way for the resump-

tion of the inlercommunal

courage to bolt the door, it said.
The news agency said the drama lasted about 10 hours.

| talks.

Shevardnadze returning home
to save Georgia from chaos

MOSCOW, Mar 7: Former
Soviet Foreign Minisler
Eduard A Shcvardnadze said
Friday he is rcturning to his
native Georgia to help save the
republic [rom economic and
political chaos, reports AP,

Many Georgians hope that
the comeback of the 64-ycar-
old Shevardnadze, called the
"Whitle Fox” by his opponents,
will drive their country out of
the decpening cconomic de-
pression.

Shevardnadze, a kcy sup-
poricr ol the reforms that léd
to Lthe Sovict Union's demisc,
is seen as a leader who could

unify various political factions
that have been divided aflter
the ouster of President Zviad
Gamsakhurdia.

Press reports say he 1s well
ahcad of other politiclans in
privalcly-commissioned popu-
larity polls.

Gamsakhurdia supporters
say Shevardnadze represents
the centralist forces in
Moscow, and claim he orches-
trated the armed revolt that
ousted Gamsakhurdia from
power last Januvary, afller two
woeeks of fighting in the capital
of Thilisi.

At a news conferenee on

the cve of his rclurn,
Shevardnadze condemned
Gamsakhurdia’'s regime as
"Authorilarfan” and said he s
lanning Lo coopcrale with a
range of political partics

for a new democeratic Georgla.

He noled the cconomy “is
practically in ruins,” with idic
factorics, puople out work,
lood and cnergy shoriages, and
cerime. lle has sct up an inler-
national [und to draw invest-
ment to Georgla. . =,

"Wc speak about saving the
country, saving Lhe people
from hunger and chaos.
Naturally, n, there is such

a sftuation in my homeland |
could not siand aside, he said.

Shevardnadze sald he de-
cided to rciurn afler dis-
cussing the step with the rul-
ing Military Council and other
Georgian, Russian and forcign
politictans.

PPart of Shevardnadze's po-
Mtical appeal is his intcrna-
tlonal prestige, which could
draw badly-nceded foreign in-
vestment and help Georgla
break oul of its isolation.

Georgia is Lhe only former
Sovict blic, other then the
Baltics, t has not joined Lhe
new commonwealth,

ROK National Assembly
elections March 24

SEOUL, Mar 7: The gov-
ernment said Friday that
clecfions for the National
Asscmbly will be held March
24, rcports AP,

Candidatcs from the ruling

l Democratic Liberal Party, op-

position partics and indepen-
dents immediately began Lo
regisicr with clection officials.
Aboul ],800 candidates werc
expeeled 1o fike rs the
Tucsday dcndlinc!up: o
The troubled economy . is
expected Lo be a top campaign
issuc, South Koreca, once
praiscd as an economic suc:
cess, has been hit by high in-
Nation and slow exports. Iis
trade dcflicit hit an all-time
high of dirs 8.6 billlon lasi
yoar.
The campaign will not be-
n in carncst until Sunday
ausc parties are required o
regisicr or notily authorities of

thelr campaign rallies 24

hours in advance.

A lotal of 209 legislalors
will be clected _ 237 to four-
ycar lerms from single-mem-
ber districts and another 62
awarded scats under a propor-

tional representation system .

Prime Minister Chung Won-
shik called for fair and orderly
elections and expressed con-
cern aboul corruption.

"We must feel ashamed of
muddy, corrupt campaigning
in somMme Arcas. F“."I"ﬂ‘
ment will ha deal with any
lawbreakers,” Chung said on
national tclcvision.

Al leasl four people, In-
cluding two prospective can-
didates, have already been ar-
resicd for bribing or giving
gifls o volers.



