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NEWS BRIEFS

Rohingya refugees
now 1.25 lakh

COX'S BAZAR, Mar 7: The
number of Rohingya Muslim
refugees has jumped to 1.25
lakh following fresh arrival of
60.000 during the past threc
days, official sources said. The
unofficial figure of the
Rohingvas is about 1.75 lakh
reporis BSS,

Rickshaw strike
in Kushtia

KUSHTIA, Mar s
Rickshaw:-pullers of the town
kept their rickshaws off the
road during a day-long strike
loday (Saturday), protesting
the killing of a colleague in o
truck accident. Amirali (30),
rickshaw-puller, died in lhq_
accfdent in front of Rupalf
Bank on N S Road of the town.
The gricl-stricken rickshaw .
pullcrs brought out a proces:
sion which paraded the main
slrects, carrying the body of
Amriali, reports UNB.

Satyajit's condition

stabilise
FFJCU'ITA Mar 7: Ailing

film maesiro, Salyajit Ray's
condition s yet to stabilisc
!huugh there has been
“marginal improvement.”
medical bulletin issued s:id
here Inntght rl.p-nrla F'I"l
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Bangladesh is considering
to approach the UN -Bururily
Council w take up the Myan-
mar refugee isaue, Foreign
Office sources said Saturday,
reports UNB.

Necessary instructions have
been {ssued to the country's
mission in New York to do the
needful in this respect, the
sources said.

The problem. described as
one of the gravest cirisis in
history. needs strong and ex-
tensive international supports
for its early resolution.

Brutal atrocities unleashed
by the Myanmar military junta

ot the Muslims in the Arakan
province has triggered a tragic
situation posing a threat to the
stability of the region and in-
creasing human sufferings.
of thousands of
Rohingya Muslims in Arakan

o

[

HUMAN DISASTER: Rohingya refugees along with th
in Ukhia of Bandarban district.
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' Dhaka may take Rohingya
issue to UN Council

however, said Dhaka had kept |

have been streamed into
Bangladesh to escape political,
ractal and religious persecu-
tlon committed by the
Burmese military rulers in a
blatant vielation of the UN
charters on human rights.
Reports on destruction of
their houses, looting of their
belongings and property.
kilh and raping and even
n of mo were
puunng in here. A total exodus
continued into the country
from across the Naal river bor-
dering the two neighbours.
The Burmese troops. letting
loose a reign of tervor in the
entire Arakan region are ab-
duecting young men and women
from Muslim families in the
wgion, reports said.
According to official esti-
mates, more than one lakh
Burmese Muslims, being

—

evicted from their homes. have
crossed inte Bangladesh.
Unofficial count. however, has

E: the figure at more than 1.8

Another alarming aspect of
the problem s a massive de-
ployment of the Burmese
troops along the 176- mile
hnrg posing a threal to the
lerritorial integrity of Bang-
ladesh.

There 1s no scope W take
lightly the Burmese troops at-
lack an Rejupara BDR outpost
in Bandarban in last December,
kiling one BDR personnel and
looting arms and ammunition
from the camp.

Myanmar authorities did
not respond positively to
Bangladesh's repeated initia-
tive to settle the problem
peacefully in a bilateral man-
ner. Foreign Office sources.
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eirchildren leading a subhuman life

—Photo Mohsin
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its door epen for dialogue to
settle the issue amicably.

Meanwhile, UN Secretary
General Boutros Ghall. Human
Rights Commission. United
Nations High Commissioner
lor Refugees, Organisation of
Islamic Conference and other
couniries and international
agencies have condemned the
atrocities carrfed on by the
Burmese authorities. foreing
the Rohingya Muslims to flee
to

The Eurepean Community
~ two of its partners are per
manent members of the
Security Councill — has also
coridemned the torture and
persecution on the Ruhlnnfn
Mus lime,

The United States has al-
ready raised the issue with the

Sce Page 12 Col B

Only a quarter
of refugees

" sheltered : Anvar

By Staff Correspondent

Only on¢ quarter of the
llohingya rcfugces in Lthe Cox's
Barar region have ‘proper
sheliers, the visiting  repre-
senlative of the United Nations
High Commission for REfugees
(UNIICR) said Saturday
cvening.

Bricling newsmen at the
Sheraton Hotel after returning
from a visit to the refugec
camps, UNIICR Director flor
the Asia and Oceania region,
Jamshid Anvar, added that the
rest of the refugees numbering
about 110,000 are managing
with makcsshift shelters made
of slicks and straw mats to
protcet themsclves from the
sun during thc day and Lhe
quitc chilly’ nights in the re-

*-1.#;@#1.} T—— N r e Al
Terming . as a2 major
refugee problem that the

UNIHCR has laced in recent
limes, he said that if the ongo-
ing infllux incrcases as it did
during the last 10 to 12 days,
al about 5000 per day, then
the total number of refugees
may cxcced 200,000 by the
end of March.

Saying that the work done
by the government and the lo-
cal authorities was of
“exceptional quality”, he noted,
‘In my 20-year-experience in
dealing with refugees, | found
the devotion and  effectivencss
displaycd to be extraordinary.”

lHHowewver, he added, "We arc
lacing a lot of problems includ-
ing getling the supply of shel-
ter malerials and Elrge parccls
of land™ to set up bigger
camps.

He said that currently the
refugees have been placed in
nine scparale camps in groups
of 3,000 to 20,000 in cach.
“We must pul people in larger
camps considering the lnan-
cial and management point of
view, "

Noting that a polential site
for setting up of a large camp

See Page 12 Col 3

A second TV channel: Huda
should do some rethmkmg

The Minister for Informa-
tion, Barrister Nazmul Huda
may be right in thinking of a
second television channel for
Bangladesh, but he is wrong in
planning to set it up in
partnership with a foreign
network. '

During a recent press inter-
view, the Minister offered a
few details of the proposed
move. He mentioned the pro-
portion of the share of equity -

By SM Al
40 per cent to be exatt -- of
the potential foreign partner,
hinted about the timing of the
start of the second channel
and referred to the prepara-
tion of the contract. But, in the
end, he left a few questions,
including one about the man-
agement structure of the new

venture, unanswered,
What would worry media
circles here {s that some kind
of commitment seems to have

already been made to the y
concerned. n

While we arc all for upenln:g

up our communication channel’

to the outside world, in a two-
way flow of information, I, for
one. have a serfous reservation
about foreign participation,
cither in management or fi-
nance, in any part of our na-
tonal media, newspapers and
the electronic network n-

Sce Page 12 ci:l 1
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Press Note

No plan to shift
HSC exam date

The government has no
plan to shift the date of HSC
examination, an Education
Ministry press note said yes-
terday. reports BSS.

Following 1s text of the
press note:

"Attention of the govern-
ment has been drawn to the
news itemn published in a sec-
tion of the press concerning
assurance of the Education
Minister to shift the date of
the HSC examination. The
news item is motivated, fabri-
cated and a baseless one. In
fact: the Education Minister
gave no assurance to shift the
date of the HSC examination.

See Page 12 Col 7
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| Storm over economic issues in Parlmment tomorrow

| has threatened to resign

than

NEW DELHI, Mar 7: Indian
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao
and
hold fresh elections if his party
fails to win a crucial pariia-
meniary vote next week, a se-
nior government mindster said
today .

Pari Aflairs Minis-
ter Ghulam Nabi Azad ield
Reuter that Rao will resign
ahead of a key vote in
the Lok Sabha (lower house) if
his Congress Party fails to
muster a majority.

Rao's nine-month-old mi-
nority goverrmmment mvist win
Monday's vote approving pres-
ident Ramaswamy Venkatara-
man's address to parllament
last week. This amounts to a

nu-l'u-ﬁmn

reports that guoted Raoc as
threatening to quit and hold
feat’ in the Lok Sabha.

"!‘Iu s are not un-
true.” sald, but added,
"that doesn't neces mean
we will be defeated In par-
llament.”

AFP adds: Rao's ruling
Congress (1) Party was mobilis-
ing its supporters“on a heetic
weekend as il rtpnrul Lo
ward off the first major threat

X #.wlmlu MPs 10

ot and ot
hcp ing in par-
lament on Monday to defeat

| Democracy not safe in
hands of BNP : Hasina

By Staff Corrupmdont

Opposition leader in Parlia-
ment and Awami League (AL)

chicl Shetkh Hasina on Satur-
day said yesterday that demo-
cracy was now existing in the
country only by name as the
present government had tur-
ned into an autocratic one.

"The parllament has turned
inte a most ineffective forum
because of the autocratic char-
acter of BNP government,” she
sald adding that the govern-
ment's only aim was “to cling
o power by any means.”

She was addressing a dis-
cussion meeting on the occa-

sion of March 7 at the ‘s
central office at Bangabandhu
Aw

mu‘m;m addressed

ﬁ:nnn;

smd. Chuu-dhu
Tuflcl Ahmed, Abdul Jaltl
Mattya Chowdhury. Mozaflar
Hossain Paltu and Matiur Rah-
man. Sheikh Hasina presided
cover the meeting.

The AL chief said that
democracy was nol safe in the
hands of this government.

She criticised the BNP gov-
ernment for fts claim that
"democracy would be at stake
if BNP did not remain in
power.”

| can assure you that none
can harm democracy if this
government does not hand
over power as the Sattar gov-
ernment did.” the AL chief
said and added that "the pre-
sent government has illn:ady
failed in running the country.”

She alleged that the gov-
ernment managed to utilise
only 10 per cent of the foreign
aid it recetved so far.

Sheikh Hasina said the
people struggled 16 years to
eliminate autocracy from the
country but democracy and
cconomic emancipation were
still a far cry.

The spirit of independence
is now neglected and the his-
tm'y of the War of Ind:pen-

mr

dence is being distorted. she
alleged. .
The opposition leader

pointed out that the War of
Independence was basically

started from March 7 nl'ltr
historic speech by Bangaban-

dhu at I'-tn.nc Course Maidan and
his message for declaration of
independence was read oul by
Mr Hagpan from Kalurghat
Radio Station on March 26.

She demanded that the his-
toric March 7 speech should
be broadcast over ‘through ra-
dio and television.”

A UNB story says : Hasina
recalled that during a visnt to
the port city she incidentally
came o know from fannan as

See Page 0 I‘L
Montu T6yalists'
activities
annoy AL

. By Nurul Kabir

The Awami League high-
command appears to the an-
noyed with Montu for the de-
velopments that followed his
suspension [rom party mem-

bership.

The membership of Mostafa
Mohsin Montu, Chairman of
the youth wing of AL and
General Secretary of Dhaka
Mistrict  unit of the party was
suspcnded Thursday for his
alleged involvement in the
killing of Badal.

Badal, a central leader of
Chhatra League, student wing
ol AL, was killed on January 9.

The AL Central Working
Committee also took a deci-
sion to serve a show cause no-
tice asking why his member-
ship would not be cancelled.

Following the Working
Committee decision, the sup-
porters of Montu turned vio-
lent. They burnt the effigy of

Sec:- Page 12 Col 7

Border tension hinders |
KPM productlon

Star Report

The supply of raw materals
to the Karnaphuli Paper Mills
is being heavily disrupted due
to atrocities of the outlawed
Shantibahini and the tense sit-
uation prevalling along the
Bangladesh-Myanmar border.

KPM. the biggest state-
owned paper industry located
at Chandraghona in Chittagong
has been facing, for quite a
long time, problems in pro-
curing Fibrous Raw Materials
(FRM). mainly bamboo, from
the adjoining forest areas. But
the problem has become acute
this yecar,

On January 2 this year, nine

*brutally _ killed by

workers, extracting bamboo
for the KPM at Sangrachari
under Rangamati district, were
the
Shantibahini. Since then, ac-
cording to concerned sources,
extraction remains to-
tally suspended in that area.

Previously, there were more
atrocities in which workers
extracting bamboo for the KPM
were killed or injured in
Shantibahini attacks.

A total of 242 square miles
of forest areas in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts were
leased out to the KPM since it

Scc Page 12 Col 8

Malaria eradication is unreallstlc

NEW DELHI, Mar
Insceticide-resistant rnnaqul
iocs and ‘smart’ germs are
loiling elforts to eradicate
malarfa in developing coun-
Lrics, reports [PS.

Expcris say there is no
‘magie bullet’ cure for the de-
bilitaling mosquitlo-transmit-
ted fever that has become the
Third World's most serious
public hcalth problem.

Every year over 1000 mil-
lion pcople contract malaria,
and over a million die annually
of it, says the World Health

Organisation (WHO). Aboul 90
per cent of malaria cases and
BO per cent of the deaths oc-
cur south of the Sahara in
J"tﬁ"l-ﬂql.

Eradication is an unn:alinllﬂ
goal and malaria control pro-
grammes -- a mix of antf-
malarial drugs and personal

protcction measures -- can °

only aim to kecp it from
sprcading, according to cx-
perts at an international meel
here carly this month.

Malaria is transmitted by
the female mosquito. Experts

have f{dentiflied some
species which carry the purn
site,

But all attempts to kill the
malarfa- tnrrying, mosquitoes
have been ursucceessful as it {s
a hardy survivor and quickly
devclops immunity against in-
scclicides.

In scveral Astan countrics,
the resurgence of malaria (n
the mid-1970's was dircctly
due Lo Increased mosquito re-
sistance to DDT, the most
commonly uscd pesticide, ex-
peris say,

Mosquitoes multiply very
casily. Rain water in discarded
containers and even water Lhal
has colleeted in the hoof
prints of cattle are sullicicnt
for mosquitoes (o spawn.

Unlike smiall pox which was
cradicated with lht develop:
ment of an cffective vaccine,
malaria control was marked hy
inftial success, particularly in
South and South-Easl Asia. Bul
subscquent altempts (o control
the discase have resulted in
latlure

"Malaria is morc compli-

goal, experts say

cated beeause the potential for
transmission and the effce-
tivencess of control measures
varies with the different char-
acteristics of the plasmodium
(parasite), climate and physical
cnvironment, and the habits of
pecople vary [rom place 1o
place,” says Peter | Trigg of
wW110.

Expcrts say that the para:
site has a remarkable capacity
for adapting to drugs. In scv-
cral regions in South-East Asia,
more than hall the cascs of
lalciparum malarin [cerebral

malarta), which can be fatal,
can no longer be cured with
Mclloquine, which has only
been in use since 1984,

Since the discovery of qui-
nine in 1820, rtuurr‘zx.rn have
been on the trial of a foolproof
drug to kill the malaria para-
sile,

Mefloguine and [lalofan-
trine are some of the more
recenl ones that indicated
promising rcesults,

Recently, medical . ré-
scarchers have been excited by

Sece Page 12 Col 8

'Rao to quit rather
face defeat” -

Australia, India
sustain hopes

BRISBANE., Mar 7 : Delen-
ding champions Australia and
Indta both scored crucial
victories Saturday (o keep alive
their hopes of advancing to the
semifinals of the W Cup
cricket tournament. reports
AP.

After restricting Sri Lanka

Sce Page 12 Col 7

Int'l Women's
Day today

By Staff Correspondent

The Intemational Women's
Day will Lbe observed today
(Sunday) throughout the coun-
try and in the entire world as
well for the emancipation of
women from all sorts of ex-
ploitation and repression.

This ycar's observance is fo-
cuscd on the theme "Women,
¢nvironment and dﬂtlﬂp-
ment, symbiosis for survival.”

International Women's Duy
is bcing observed in accor-
dancc with a resolution
adopled by the United Nations
Genceral Assembly in 1977, The
resolution invited member
countrics to proclaim in ac-
cordance with their historical
and national traditions and
cusioms, any day in the ycar as
the United Nations "day for

Sec Page 12 Col 6 °

Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury's

passport seized

Star Iieport

The Government has seized
the passports ol former forcign
minister - Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury and his wile
Mahjabcen Chowdhury.,

Chowdhury was planning to
lcave the country for a by pass
surgery abroad.

When contacted,  Abdul
Matin Chowdhury, Home
Minister, cunl'lrnwd the inci-
dent and said that the pass-
ports ‘have been scized In the
intcrest of an inquiry

Earlier, . the diplomatic
passport, oncc held by
Chowdhury, was delected by
Japanese police in the '8~
sion of a Bangladeshi lving
therc. The Japanesc authori-
ties referred the case to au-
thorities in Dhaka which ne-
cessitated investigation Into
the case, the Home Mintster
added.

BDR firing kills
3 in Jessore

Thret people were killed in
a firing by BDR in an incident
that took place at village
Tuniaghera, near Begatali Bazar
under Monirampur thana in
Jessore during the night fol-
lowing Friday. March 8. re-
ports BSS.

The government has di-
rected Deputy Commissioner,
Jessore to enquire into tht in-
cident.

The BDR Sector Comn-m
der of Khuilna and M)H
Jeéssore visited the plm:t
occurrence.



