Dhaka city has been steadily
a victim of an aspect
of evwironmental degradation:

Noise pollution. The concepl is
ncw In the con-

.| compara
text of our urban developmoent.

But the newness docs nol
scem (o cover the fact that #
has al posed a threal to
public th. Among Lthe scv-
cral factors responsible, the
more cons us arc: lack ol
proper planning in urban
growth, cxisticnee of nolsec-
creating industrics and cnter-
priscs in arcas mostly residen-
tial and recrcational in charnc-
ter within city limits and ab-
scnce of awarcness among city
dwcllers of the conscequences
stemming from constant cxpo-
surc Lo noisy environmoenl.

Let us survey the existing
state of utter confuston prevail-
ing in the ficld of cnvironmen-
tal acoustics. For lack ol
proper zoning of growth ac-
tivities into specific arcas ke
residential, commcreial, in-
dustrial, reercational, cte. we
find an internfingling of a
number of disparalc entitics in
a given arca. For cxample, wo
find In a predominantly rodi-
dential arca existence of mills
and f[actories, commercial un-
dertakings, educational institu-
tions. A hospital or a recre-
ational facility is found located
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cheek by | with cenires of
heavy vehicular trallic whose
noise s compounded bg un
controlled wse of mochanical
horns uscd by cars, trucks and
buscs.

Our lack of civic scnse In
many cascs js a contributing
factor. When a marriage or
other function or ceremony is
held in any localily, ils spon-
sors ‘arc found to indulge In
long spclls of playing high-
pimlr music or delivery ol
speeches on  loudspeakers
even aller midnight hours.
They do nol sparce a thought
that the disturbance they arc
crealing can be a source of ex-
treme mental ny lo other
rcnplc living around, particu-
arly patients, siudents
preparing for examinations or
persons rest alter a hard day's
work.

In a large cily noisc is, of
coursc, a characleristic [eca-
ture. What is deplorable is the
lack of cllective measures Lo
control or decrease the level of
urban notsc.

The intensity of sound is
measured in logarithmic units
known as decibels. At a level of
B0 docibels, sound 1s annoying:
loss of hearing or physical
damage to the componenis of
the ear can be caused by ~teady
exposure to noises fn cyeess ol

Hasina blasts Govt for ineptitude

Killers roaming around |

despite laws for trial

NETROKONA, Mar 6: Oppo-
sition leader Sheikh Hasina
today blasted Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia, her
onc-year-old government had
latled to run the stale affairs
because of its ineptitude and

mismanagement, reports UNB.
"Although BNP was pro-

pelled to power by people’s
mandate, it had proved to be
ineflicient to rule the country
due to lack of skills and proper
planning,” she told a rally or-
ganised by the district Awami
league at the local Shaheed
Minar premiscs.

Hasina, Lhe President of

- Awami League, accused the’

BNP government of politicising
the administration and creat-
ing anarchy-in the country.

Hasina said the country has
laws for trial of the killers but
it is very unfortunate that the
killers are scot frec even years
alter the killing.

The Awami Leaguc chief
said Zia had blocked the trial

g law and rewarded -

1 enactin

the scif-proclaimed killers of
Shetkh Mujib by giving them
jobs in foreign missions.

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parllamcnt said her
party had introduced bills for
repcaling the Indcmnily Or-
dinance and indcpendence of
the judiciary in linc with its
clection commitment for cs-
tablishing rule of law in the
country.

"We want to end the politics
ui;killingg and coups..... they

didn’t kill my lather only, they
killegd every member ol my
[amily
ers,” she added.

She called upon the party
workers and the pcople to
build up a movement across
the country for scrapping the
Indemnily Ordinance to estab-
lish rule of law.

In_ an oblique reference to
the I'rime Mintistcr, she criti-
cised Begum Zia for louring by
heltcopler at the cost of huge
money “for just digging somc
carth.” She called upon the
people lo cnquire aboul the
utility of such opening of the
'so-called’ canal digging pro-
gramme,

Refuting BNE”'s contention
that there would be no democ-
racy if BNI" was nol in powur,
lHasina said, "We carncd de-
mocracy *Lthrough bloodshed
and we will preserve it and
give it an institutional shape.”

Criticising the government
for laiing to contain the price-
hike of esscnuals, she said the
skyrockcling prices would add
to the sulfcrings of common-
man, particularly during the
month of holy Ramzan.

Hasina said Ihﬁigubandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Ralhan had
banncd liquor and gambling,
but the' government of late
President Ziaur Rahman had
issued licenees o 160 liguor
traders. "We proposed a bill on
hanning wine and gubbling but,
the ruling BNP that often talks
of religion rcacted "
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and lour nalional lcad-

| tivists, along with some

Growing Urban Noise Pollution

D0 dovibels, a level that is fre-
guently exceeded by many
conimon urban sounds, such as
opcration eof drilling and

wolding machines, heavy con ¢

struction machines, jet plancs
and cxcessively loud musie. In
addition to the loss of hearing,
there s some evidence that
noise can produce other dele-
terfous  effects on human
health and work performance.

The developed countries
arc more conscious of the ad-
verse effeets of noise pollution.
For instance, in Japan, along
the long route from the Narila
airport Lo the Tokyo city cen-
tre, streiches of noise insula-
tion boards have been installed
in placcs which are residential
in charactér to protect the lat-
ler from noiscs arising from
hcavy molor trallic on the
route. In many citics operation
ol drilling and other noise-cre-
aling cquipment is legally pro-
hibited afier 5 p.m.

Nol that we kwck prohibitory

provisigns in our country. For
the Dhaka city, 1Lhe
Mctropolitan Police have made
legal provisions for control of
Lthe usec of loudspcakers for
public meetings or other func-
lions. Under such provisions,
pecrmission  of the
Mciropolitan PPolice Depuly
Commissioncrs s ncocessary
for usc of loudspcakers for
such purposcs.
. Bul the sad parl of the situ-
ation 1s said o be Lthat such
permissfon is nol soucht in
most cases and the Police are
nut found very particular in
ciloreing the law. In fact, the
provisions arce flollowed more
in their violation than in thetr
vhservance. In our Penal Code
also, there arc provisions for
prevention of public nuisance
which term includes nuisance
on accountl of crecation of cox-
Cussive noise in any locality.
Sadly enough, we do nol have
Lt degree ol civie consclous
niss to seck the help ol police
lo stop such nuisance under
thosc provisions of the Penal
Code. It is understood that the
Department of Environment
has made provisions undcer law
fur protection of environment
which cgver provisions against
nuise pollution also.

Thus it appcars thal, though
in theory, we have legal in-
siruments available, there arce
vbvious sings of indifference
on Lhe part of the concerned
authorilies o check the grow-
ing mecnace. Lalely the situa-
hon has rcached such a stage
that we hecar many pcoplc
grumbice that we are notl yet [it
fir existence in a civilized so-
It, behoves

cicty, therclore,

the concerned authoritics to

be more alert and active in
controlling the burgeoning ills
ol noisc pollution.

JCD attack on
Sirajganj market
leaves 10 hurt

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 6: Al lcast
10 people were injured and six
shops damaged as youngsters
stormed a market in Chan-
dalkuna of Raiganj upazila here
loday, reports UNB.

The youths, reportedly ac-

. Uvists ol Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
' Dal WJCD), attacked the market

following a rumour that Vice
President of Hajee Wahed
Mariam Dcgree College stu-
dents unfon Ainul Huq was

. killed.

lluq, injured along with 24

" others in a clash between ac-
- Uvists of JCD and pro-Awami
. Leaguc Chhatra League in the

college premiscs on Friday,
was under trecatment at
Mohammad Ali lospital in

- Bogra

Authorilics closed the col-
lcge for an indcfinite period to

averl further untoward fnei-
donts,

A lense situation was pre-

‘vailing in the arca. A heavy

contingentl ol police was de-

! ploycd in the market.
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Some JCD leaders were
scen asking the angry [cllow
aclivists nol lo open [ire, the
witnessed mentioned. Earlier
the Montu backed BCL ac-
JCI)
aclivists, had gone o the TSC
arca brandishing firc arms.

Sources sald that BCL lead-
crs hailing from Gopalganj and

| Barisal districts known as the

'First World® and ‘'Second
World" respectively were not
scen in the Madhu's canteen,
TSC and Arts [aculty arcas
yeslerday.

Mcanwhile, the Montu gro-
up, mainly the activists of the
BCL who had been expelled
from the organisation after the
Badal murder, took shelter in
the Shahidullah and Surja Scn
halls — the strongholds of
BNP-backed the Jallyalabadi
Chhatra Dal WCD) — last
Thursday.

Howcever, no injury has been
recporicd so far.

A huge contingent of police
were scen palrolling the Dhaka
Universily campus last night.

Women brought out a procession on the ‘International Women's Day’ in the aity vesterday.

‘ — Star photo

-

BJP léader for Israeli
help to fight Kashmiris

NEW DELIIL, Mar 6: An
Indian MI” Thursday urged the
government to undertake hot
pursuit of Kashmir gucrillas
who crossced inlo Pakistan and
usc Isracli help to destroy”
Terrorist Training Camps”
Lthere, reporis AFP.

Pramod Mahajan of the op-
position [3haratiya Janala Party
(BJP or Indian People's Party)
told parlfament that security
forcers should be given the

. option to chasc the militants

into Pakistani-held Kashmir.
He charged that Pakistan

. was” conlinuing with its con-

- reer of writer later,

|

L RITCeSst.

spiracy of allempling to desta-
bilisc India” by supporting
Muslim militants secking o
sccede Kashmir, and” this had
to be dealt with militarily.”

Mahajan, whose party is the
main opposition in parliament
and is vigorously anti-Pakistan,
asked India to utilise” Isracli
expertisce” to destroy the sanc-
luarics of Indian militants in
Pakistan.

India and Isracl established
diplomatic links in January.
Earlicr, Dclence Minister
Sharad Pawar lold parliament
that Indian sccurity forees had
killed 788 militants since
January 1990 on the border
which divides Kashmir be-
tween India and Pakistan.

Another report says, Indian
troopers raided a hospital
Srinagar to [lush out Muslim
militants belicved to be hiding
lo the complex, a paramilitary
Border Sccurily Force (BSF)
spokesman said today.

BSF Dcepuly Inspectlor-
General Ashok Kunmar said Lthe

Dissident
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people, known as Rakhines,
have  taken  shelter In

-Bangladesh and more than

100,000 in Thatland. 3

The dissident leader, fre
quently down with malaria,
siid without giving details that
they would soon start activitics
on Myanmar's western border
as cthnic Karens were dofng in
Lhe caslt.

Mra Raza, who was an
school teacher before and
would later ltke o pursue a ca-
added:
"fcar docs not touch me, cven
though I am the only child of
my parents now under house
Women around the
world are fighting for their
rights.”

"I appeal to women across
the world 1o join us in praycrs
for democracy and release’ of
Aung San Suu Kyi on March 8,
Lhe international women's
diy,” she said.

lroopers loday were scarching
for Muslim militants
campaigning for Kashmir's
sceession from India for the
sccond straight day in the
500-bed Srinagar hospital.

Ghali
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the 17 townships (sub-divi-
sions] in the Arakan provinee,
they said.

The troops abgducted 35
Rohingya youths from village
Baragazirbil in Monidu sub-di
vision, on "Mucsday and they
were [carcd killed.

Aboul 5,000 rclugees have
sircamed Lloday .inlo the fron-
ticr district of Cox's [3azar,
crossing Lhe Nal rdver that di-
vides DBangladesh amd
Myanmar, the local administra-
lion reported. An cestimated
1.07 lakh Myanmar Muslims
have crossed the border to
escape atrocitics and persceu
tion by the military authoritics.
Unoflicial figure s more than
175 lakh.

Mcanwhile World Food
Programme (WFP’) today as-
surcd full support to
Bangladesh governnmwent now
tackling the crisis arising oul
of the influx of the Rohingya
refugees in Bangladesh  from
Myanmar, it was lcarnt from
Bangladesh embassy in Rome,

Assurance of the UN body in
Rome was conveyed to Lhe
Bangladesh ambassador in [taly
Waliur Rahman when he met
the Exccultive Dircelor of Lhe
WFT’ and other offictals of the
UN agencies in Rome.

Rome-bascd food agency
has alrcady announced five and
a hall thousand metrie lons of
food aid for the Rohingya
religees.,

Row over women
ends 1n market

looting

NARSINGDI, Mar 6 : A mar-
ket near Seba Sangha of the
lown was looted Friday, al-
legedly by a group of masked
hoodlums, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the group of
20 to 26 armed youths blasted
scveral handbombs in the
market and looted property
worth more than Tk 4 lakh.

Four pcople who reccived
iryur}r during the attack were
admiticd Lo the Sadar |lospital.

Police sald loday's altack
was a scquel w an carlier 1ol
denl between two groups of
the area, involving wonmen.

A case was lodged with i
liee fn this conneelton but
nonc was arresied.
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(Ghali calls to stop war
in Nagorno-Karabakh

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 6: Seccrctary-General Boutros

Ghall on Friday
Armcnians and

urged an immediate end 0 fighting botweoern
in the dispuled enclave of

mo-Karabakh. He called on the two former Sovictl re
publics to setlle their disputes in accordance with their UN
obligations and to adhere to the Universal Declaration of
lfuman Rights. On Thursday, Azerbafjan called for the United
Nations to help resoive its dispute with Armenia. rcports Al

PARIS, Mar 6: France and Cermany lentalively agreed
Friday o extend Franee's high-speed train 0 Frankiurt and

Munich. The agreement is to be

al a summiit in May.

Francc is currently studying the cost of exiending the TGV,

or Train de Grande Vitesse, through
the German border. Results of the study
cstimales place the cost of

[rancs (dirs 4.4 billlon). French Tramspo

Farly

northcasicrn France o
are duc in Lhe

the e at 25 billlon
rt Minisier Maul

Quilcs said financing could be opened to the publie, reports

10 killed as bus, train
collide in Sindh

ISLAMABAD, Mar 6: A passenger bus and a wagon collided
in Pakistan’'s southern province of Sindh killing at least 10
people, the official Agsocialed Press of Makistan (AI'P) re-
poricd. Several people were also Injured in the accident,
which oecurred near the town of Sukkur when the wagon
driver, overtaking a truck, ran into a bus traveling in the op-

AP.

posite direction, reports AFYP.

_} Strike paralyses

Lebanon

BEIRUT, Mar 8. A onc-day
general sirike paralysed
lcbanon today as worker
prolesied against price riscs
and an economic crisis which
have given peace a bitler
allertaste, reports Reuler,

Shops. Schools, Banks and
[Jusincsscs were closed across
the country in response o a
call by the General Con-
[ederalion of Lebancse Wor-
kers, Lhe country's largest
Trade Unton Alllance.

Airport employces stopped
work for two hours and fAcws-
papcrs sald they would not
publish lomorrow (Saturday).

Only hospitals and pharma-
cles were open. TI'IH'IL‘ wis
light in DBeirut as residents

| stayed home.

'Dhaka faces
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sald that the main problem at
present was that it was diffi-
cult w ascertain the number of
rclugees that might arrive in
the near future.

lle said that there was a
prediction that the number
might rcach halfl a milHon. "{ul
I hope that the prediction
does ntl come Llrue,” Anvar
hastened to add.

e pointed oul that 'a major
danger’ the authorities might
face In [ulure was that the total
rcliefl opcerations would be
"overwhelmed” il the present
rate of influx continued un-
abated. “This sftuation is unac-
ceplable.”

Earler, Anvar fnaugurated

_1 the Cox's Bazar ollice of the

UNIHCR. During his visit to
Dachuapalang camp today,
Anvar [clt the need for reor-

| ganising the camp siles Lo

provide beller accommeodalion
facilitics to the Rohingya
refugees.

Mcanwhile, two officials of
the London-bascd Amncsly
International today began in-
tervicwing the Myanmar
refugees. They arrived in the
country Thursday and will stay

. in Cox’'s Bazar for lwo wuuks,

the

Stop exodus

In our ycsterday's fssuc, a
ncws ilent headlined 'Stop ex-
odus, UNIICR to Myanmar' was
published on the fronl page.
The call, according to tLhe
fltem, was given by IIRC
(HTuman Rights Commission)
nol UN{ ICH.L::ﬁ regret Lthe er-

tor in the h ine,

Goods on goods
train knocks
overbridge

SYLHET, Mar 6: Eight peo-
ple were injured at Maizgaon
slation loday as a rai foot
overbridge collapsed after
oversize materials carricd by a
goods train hit its pillars, re-
ports UND.

The accident occurred at
aboul 8.30 am when Sylhet-
bound Chatak Bazar Up goods
train from Kulaura was enter-
ing the Malzgaon station, a
Raflway press release said.

A boggy of Kushiara Express
and an engine of another goods
train, standing al the station
were also da when the
broken bridge fell on them.

The injured were admitled
to Fenchugan] llospital and
were later transferred to Sy-
lhet Medical College Hospital

| In a speclal rallway rest wagon.

1

A rcliefl trnin has been sent
lo Majzgaon slation. Train ser-
vices, however, was not dis-

rupted, the press releasc said.

|

The Government, in an ex-
trnordinary scssion that ended
carly today, set up a seven-
member emergency commit-
lee 1o tackle the economic
crisis. the worst since civil war
cended in 1990,

Ramzan
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ing places, including those at
motor launches, streamers and

"launch ghats,

will remain
vlosed during the fasting hours
cvery day in the month, ac-
cording to a government decl-
sion,

The holels and restaurants
will rcmain open as usual alter
the sunsct and their employ-
ces and workers will regularly

. ?H:l the salares and allowanoes
£

:gim:l.

- the advent of the holy

r the month of Ramzan.
The government has sought
coopcration of the owners,

i workers and employces of ho-

lels and reslaurants in Lhis re-

Diflerent socfo-cultural or-
ganisations and political par-
lics issucd statements hailing
month

~and calling for prescrving the

sanctity of the month.
BSS adds : President Abdur

. Rahman Diswas ycesterday ca-

| lled upon

 progress in altaining nationad

the people for
lcading the nation toward

prosperity through cstablish-
ing greader unity by forgetting
all dillerences.

ll¢ said the spirit ol sacri-
fice, lorgiveness, restraint and
scli-purification of Ramzan
would inspire us o tolerance

" and cstablish brotherhood. In a

message on the eve of the holy
Ranwan, President Biswas said
all have to be imbued with the
carncst efforts of the wellare
and scrving the hungry, pa-
tents and the distressed peo-
ple which is the real lesson of
the holy Ramzan.

lle satd the Holy Quran was
descended in this month with
the message of frcedom of
humanity. Terming the month
as a month ol prosperily,
'resident Biswas said it had
conme o us with Lthe prospect

- for both the world.

P'rime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said here yester-
day that the spirit of holy

- Ramzan could be upheld by

vxpressing solidarity with the
distressed and helpless hu-

| manity in the socicly.

In a message on Lthe cve of
the holy Ramzan, Begum Zia
sdid "It I8 our duly Lo put in our
alloul strength for the national
progress and prosperity im-
bucd with the spirit ol newly

- tslablished democrucy sinking

all our differences. The holy
Ramzan teaches and inspires
us o remain steadfast in at-
Labnding this largel.”

Hogum Zid sadd it 1s & month
of restrain: U 1s a month of
mercy, abundance and excel
ke, The month is for prayer
and  scll-purification which
lcaches for peace,lolerance

and sympathy.

“The situation is really bad.
We live in lear,” said
Ghalayinceh,a 33-ycar-old
plumber. “We are that

onc day soon we will not be
able o allord o feed our chil-
dren.”

1 tell the government: You
gave us pcace, now give us our
bread," he saild,

By unoflicial estimales, Lhe

rices of most commeoditics

ve soared between 30 o 50
per cent in the two wecks
since Lhe Lebanese Pound
plunged on Betrut's Exchange
Market. ~

Merchants have fncreased
the prices of | rtied goods
to compensale lor the fall in
the pound, which has lost
aboul 25 per cent of fts inter-
national value since Fcbruary
24. -
The Government this weck
increased Dread prices by 32.5

per cent Petrol 28 por cent
and Mcdicines up to 212
per cent.

Kamal
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ganisation, he informed this
correspondent in a Wwlephonic
Intcrvicw.

Ncither is il contrary o the
party conslitution, Hossain in-
sisted.

Aller a (wo-hour debate, the
Presidium mecting of AL con-
cluded with the leaders re-
gquesting hamal to reconsider
his decision and the latter ap-
pealing to the collcagues not
to bar him [rom enjoying his
fundamenial rights.

UNI3 adds: The letter of
suspension to Mostala Mohsin
Manliu, General Scerctary of
Dhaka District Awami Leaguc,
will be mailed today.

Mantu was suspcended for
activitics detrimental to the .
orginisation and asked to cox-
plain within 15 days from re-
cvipt of the letter why he
would not be cxpelled from
the party.

AL observes
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party oflice at 6 am today.

The party leaders will gar-
land the portrait of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

Mcanwhile, UNB says :
Shetkh Hasina in a message
Friday called upon the pcople
lo forge a greater unity of
democralic forces, - imbued
with the spirit of 1971 libera-
tion war, lo t to consoli-
date independénce, democ-
racy and rule of law.

She said "anti-liberation,
communal forces have rafsed
their heads n ... anlicinde-
pcndence clement was iIn-
stalled in the highest post and
a move is on Lo nt citizen-
ship to hated killer Golam
Azam’”.

Hasina allc thal on one
hand “rule of caprice® had
been cstablished instead
democracy and® on the othér
"black” Indemnity Ordinance
still kept in force.

Recalling the eventful days
in 1971, the Awami League
chiel said hu Shetkh
Mujfbur Rahman gave a clarion
call from the historic Race
Courst maidan (now Suhra-
wardy Uddyan) (o the nation to
be prepared for the war saying
“the struggle this time is for
freedom, for independence.”

Through his call, Sheikh
Mujib outlined the armed stru-
ggle and directed the Dengali
nation lo [ace the Pakistani
army for achieving the inde-
pendence, she said add
people fought the war a
achieved independence follo-
wing the historic speech of the
7Lh March.



