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A question of survival for both

BRISBANE, Mar 6

: Both Pakistan

and South Africa

face bowling wo-

rrics ahead of

their crucial mat-
¢h here on Sunday which
could end the world Cup
cricket dreams for one of
them, reports Reuter,

Pakistan are in the gravest
danger. Defeat would almost
certainly prevent them reach-
ing the semifinal stage.

They have acquired only
three points from their four
gamcs so far, includl a
rather lucky one when
looked 1o be certain de-
feat belore rain caused their
maich against England in
Adclaide to be abandoned.

South Alfrica are slightly
beticr off, two wins out of four
putting them in fourth in
the nin¢ team round-robin
stage of Lhe tournament, ahead
on run rate ol West Indics
whom they beat on Thursday,

But defeat for them would
lcave the difficult task of hav-
ing to win cach of their final
three matches to be sure of a
semifinal place.

Makistan's problems centre
around their fast bowling
spcafhcad Wastm Akram and
their captain lmran Khan.

Akram fatled to take a
wickcl in Pakistan's 43-run
dcfcal by India on Wednesday
and conceded 45 runs in his
10 overs which included five
widcs and two no-balls.

Ilis lack of control and pen-
ctration only served o empha-
sisc the blow suflered by
Pakistan with the loss through
injury of Ltheir key fast bowler
Wagqgar Younis shortly belorc
the World Cup began.

Imran, lcading wicket-taker
over Lhe previous four World
Cups with 27 victims al an av-
crage of just under 15, would
ideally likc to open the bowl-
ing in place of Akram.

But he is sull troubled by a
shoulder injury which kept

him out of opcening match
and he admits he s still not
fully At

1 think [ | start bowling a
bit quicker and get a Mttle fit-

ter, | could
number three,” he sald,

‘| would like to be able to
open the bowling and seltle

things down on",

Imran bo cight over In
the malch against India, his

first spcll In the tournanwend,
al a conscrvalive cost ol 24
runs but he requircd pain
killers 1o get him through.

South Alrica’'s problem is ol
a somewhat different nature

with a call injury to star bais-
man I'cler Kirsten almost cor

tainly ruling out the usc ol his

Wasim on at

for his university and he can
be relied on to put il on the

spol,” he said.
Another alternative would
be to leave oul Mark

Rushmere, who has so far not
achieved a great deal, and
bring in another young buls-
man, llanste Cronje, who hus
the ability to send down a tidy
spcll of gentle medium- pace
SUAIMCTS.

Pakistan, strongly tipped

behind Australia and Hm.',hm*
belfore the tournamoent., havd

fafled 10 Hve up 1o expectia
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Andrew Hudson (L) and

Peter Kirsten (R) break for amun during the World Cup match

against the West Indies in Christchurch on Mar 5.

oll- spinning ability.

Coach Mike Procicr said
there was little doubt Kirster,
lvading scorer in the compeli
tion so far with 242 runs rom
four innings, would play, "3ut
it would be risky to bowl him.”

That would lessen South
Alrica’'s bowling option should
onc of their five paccemien
conw in for punishment

'rocter muled over tLhe
problem while flying to
Brisbane from New Zcaland
today and said onc possibility
would be 1o use middic-order
batsman Jonty Rhodces as a
sixth bowler.

‘Jonly opcns the bowling

tions.

"We arce still in it," said
Imran. "But it is going lo be a
scramble.”

South Alrica’'s form contin-
uvous to be ballling and they

recmain somcthing of an
. enigma.
Brilllant wvictories ovcer

holders Australia and Wesl
Indies have sandwiched defcal
New Zealand and an inex-
plicatic loss o S Lanka.
Few gamblers would be
conflident of Lhe oulecome on

Mcanwhile , another report
adds: Soulh Africa's cricketl

lecant is thriving undcr pres-

sure afler 22 years tn fsokaton.

Captain Keple Wesscls
Friday that his lcam was tn*pﬂ
ing well with new "—
including the expectations of
fans at home.

"When you win you are
heroes. When you Jose you are
villrins,” Wt'm:n said.,

“That unfertunatcly, is the
way South Alricans arc and |
supposc Lhey always will be.”

“We've been through that
with four games now. Hopefully
we'lll hang in there”

Wessels said the South

— AFP photo

Alrtcans believed the tcam that
beal the West Indics was thelr
bust combination.

“Yesterday's Lleam and the
batling order is the best one
and il we stick with that we'll
do well,” he said.

"If we get influenced by all
the things that are happening
and whal people arc saying,
then obviously we won't.”

Wessels said the South
Alricans were conlident of
making the semis.

"We've gol to win three
gaunes out of the next four, so
that's naturally a diflicult sk,
but wi'll take it game by game
and hopefully we'll get there,”
he said.

Sport

| were going lo be staying

Melbourne,
|00 miles (180 kilometers)

cauEmy ,

Paul Rice, manager of the
Old Ballarat Village motel,
said the England team had

lef/t without explanation,
saying return on
Sunday |

"The Jact is they were
here, and they've gone back
to Melbourne,” Rice said.

Unbeaten England plays

T-n:lmvnhrrlmldnrr-
big enough, which was later

E
ﬁ.
;
|

as soon as we gol there, and
i was not a question of any of
the players raising the issue
with me.

“The motel was [ull up and
could not supply any more
beds suitable for the size of
our cricketers.”

Rice said the reservalion
for the team had been made
some months ago.

It (s true thatl our beds do
nol suil someone who (s 6
feet. 8 Inches lall [2.03
meters), but there were no |
special requests made

regarding beds.” he said.
*They had known

they

here.”
Rice said the motel had

Tough task ahead for Aussies

ADELAIDE, Aus-
tralia, Mar 6:
Australia began
the World Cup

cricket tourna-

w‘t ment as a red-hot

favoriic Lo relain . the title they
won in India and Pakistan four
yuars ago, rcports AP.

Two weeks on, the
Australians [ace an uphill battle
lo qualify for the semiflinals of
the nine-nation tournament.

Australia have lost three of
then opening four matches
and find themsclves in eighth

position in the standings,
ahead of only winless
Zimbabwe.

Captain Allan Border, the
consummate professional, has
struggled to score runs, while
his tcammales have struggled
in the field.

-

The Australians expect o
rush allrounder Mark Waugh
back into their team for
Salurday's match against Srf
L.anka at the Adelaide Oval.

Sri Lanka have clinched
five points from their opening
four matches to emerge as
the surprisc team of the tour-
namcnt, The islanders never
have qualificd for the scemifi-

ginﬂ: 1987, Auslralia have

- won four-filths of their 60 lim-

ited-overs malches and
Border's side was regarded as
the tactical -sctter in the
abridged gamc.

But afller a romp through
thc World Scrics triangular
compclition against India and
the West Indies, Australia lost
their opening World Cup  game
lo New Zcaland, then the sce-
ond to South Alrica.

WOW, WHAT A WEEK !

by Chandrashekhar

S
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Andrew Lang wrote, a la
Emerson in his poem DBra-
hma', ‘Il the wild bowler thi-
nks he bowls/Or [ tLhe
batsman thinks he is
bowled/They know not. poor
misguided souls/They too
shall pcrish unconsoled/1 am
the batsman and the bat, /1
am the bowler and the
ball/The umpire, the pavilion
cal/The roller, pitch and
stumps and all.

Whether God is so much
interested in toying with the

cfforts ahd cxpoctations of the mortals involved in this funny

game of cricket,

larly the one-day varicly, has always

been litke that. The fifth Benson and lledges World Cup
cricket, now almost into the third weck, has so far been a

com

petition of fronic reversals.

Pundits and lovers of this game have now become used to
the practice of eating their words in view of the series of
upscis that have taken place so lar. Australia, the most

fancied side before the tournament really

now struggling

got underway. arc

to make it to the knockout stage. New

Zealand, the cohosts, continue to be the tcam to beat
alongwith England, while Pakistan, Indta and South Africa
are languishing behind Shri Lankal

Quite expectedly the second weck of the championship
featuring a number of existential clashes had a lot of
excilement in store for the enthusiasts. While Pakistan were

cxiremely lucky to get away with a

point in the rain rufned

malch against England at Adelaide, India rclived Lhe bitler
memories of a one-run defeat to Australia at Sydney. It was i
pathctic slice of fll-luck for a side that had to be contented
with a solitary point f[rom the rain washed match With Shri
Lanka. They fought back marvelously to inflict a 43-run

defcal u
dogged by bad luck.

pon Pakistan. It was a magnificent cffort for a team

South Africa secmed to” have becen over with their “high
trip’ afler that nine-wicket victory against Australia with two

rather undistinguished dcfeats

against New Zealand and

Shri Lanka when they made the practical step of exorcising

cricket of the a

pparition of ap

artheid by beating lwo time

Cup champions West Indies. The West Indics, who veloed

against the readmission of the

Springboks aller a lapsc of 21

years must have not liked the 64-run drubbing.
While England and New Zealand are assured of semifinal

berths Shri Lanka with five
oplimjs
lion really feasted on
victory at Sydncy on Thursday.

With Zimbabwe as the only

Lheir redec

points have rcasons lo be

lic about urﬂrﬁ: niche in the last four. The English
kangaroo with that overwhelming

lamb in the fray, the West
indics, South Africa, India and Pakistan will be engaged in
an intriguing, last-ditch battle to qualily for the semis over
the ncxt few days. Specially South Alrica and India, after

ming performances in their lust cncounters, look

heated and potsed to give it a real go. Will “that Promethean

heat relume thedr I

- — B

Border, who assumed the
captaincy with the Australian
team in turmoil in 1984, wnas
headed back to the rocks aller
guiding Australia to clear wa-
ter.

“I wish 1 could explain
what's going on. That way |
could right things," he said,
the

woeroe

"Four weeks beflore
World Cup began, we

ALLAN BORDER

playing wvery good onu-day
cricket, bul it's all gonc hay-
wire.”

There has been muled
criticism in the Australian
press of Border, an unusual
undcrcurrent considering his
lofty public image.

Former caplain lan
Chapell said it was time Border
led by example, but the caplain
has continuecd to struggle with
the bat and made a tactical
blunder in Brisbanc that al-
mosl gave India the match.

Border got his mathemat-
ics wrong in the [icld and all-
rounder Tom Moody was left
to bowl the final over. llc was
hit for two boundarics before
the Indians committed baltting
suicide lo lose the game by a
run.

In 1987, before Australia
defeated England by scven
runs in the final, the Aussics
scored h one-run victory over
India and ysed it is a spring-
board.

Last weckend's win over
the Indians failed to fgnite a
similar fire.

"l couldn’t be more disap-
pointed with the way things
are going.- We're doing all the
basic things wrong and we
look ordinary,” said Lhe

Ausiralian caplain.

Ausiralia have Lheir last
chance Lo slay in contuenlion
for a scmilinal spot when they
lace Sri Lanka al Adclaide Oval
on Saturday.

Waugh was dumped alter
Auslralia’s opening loss 1o New
Zealand, was 12th man for the
nextl two games and omitled
altogether for Thursday
night's cight-wickcl losas 1o
England at the Sydncy Crickel
Ground.

Border
middle-order
strengthened.

"We just haven't put a score
on Lhe rd,” he said,

"Once we lost four or [ive

said the Australian
nceds Lo be

" wickels the lail didn't wag at

all, not balling through.”

Border said Australta had
taken the World Cup competi-
tion too lightly,

"We didn't have the sortl of
preparation we should have”,
he said.

Border said the Australfans
had not written off their
chances.

“The bottom linc is we have
to win the reminder of our
gamcs and win well,” he said.

Sri Lanka
strengthened by the return of
opencer  Athula Samarasckera,
who has been sidelined by a
hamstring injury.

Pace bowler Gracme!
Labrooy could play his [irst
game aller replacing injured
tcammale Rumesh Ratnayke,

The Sri Lankans said Friday
that they expected to feel an
Australian backlash.

“1 don't think Australia can
play as badly as they did
against England,” saild tcam
manager Ranjit Fernando.

“To us, Australia sull is a
very, very tough opponent. The
Auslralians arc grim fighlers
and they'll do cverything to
stay in the running.”

‘Bul we have hardly any-
thing to lose, but eviérything lo
gl

. Srl Lankan captain Aravinda
D¢ Silva said his tcam needed
Lo wo aboutl i1s own form
not that of Australia.

I feel i we play Lo the best
al our ability, we can do wull

calered to cgickel journalisis
and soccer | in the past,
and there | been no com:
plaints about the factlities.
"We are a very busy hotel
with bookings up 25 per cenl
over the past six months,”
Rice said. "That (s excellent
in e 's economic climate.”
The England team later
booked (nto the 5-star

3 when it
Zimbabwe In a World Cup

should be |

ainst any side,” he said.

IRegent of Melbourne hotel,
which was (ts base [or
previous visits to that city.
The Sri Lankan team,
which plays Australian in
Adelaide on Saturday. also is
hooked into the Old Ballaral
Village. I

Indians to take
'no chances

[IAMILTON. Mar 6: India
will take nothing for granted
faccs winless

cricket match Saturday at
Trusibank Park, rcports AP,
Indian captlain Mohammad
Azharuddin said Friday that his
tcam had a healthy respeet for
the tournament underdogs.
"We've got to try and get
lwo points, but we'll have o be

. al our best,” Azharuddin said.

"You never know with these
lype of games. They can be-

' conw quite tough. y

“Zimbabwe have nothing o
losc. It s the same no malter
who you [acc. You just go oul

- and do your best.”

Arzharuddin said he knew a
little about the Alrican nation,
which has lost all four of its
malches o date.

“I've played against them a
few timwes, including the last
time in the (1987) World Cup.”
he said.

“I've got a [air idca of what
they are ke, and I'm looking
l[orward to playing against
them again.”

Zimbabwe captlain David
[loughlon said his lcam was
keen to make life difficult for
India.

"We've got four games re-
niining and we'd like to pick
up a few wins Il we can,” he
saud.

“IU's just a matter of us go-
ing out there and playing to

the best of our ability. If things |

go for us, who knows what can
happent?” :

Zimbabwe is oul of con-
tention after lour straight
losses, but is keen Lo cause an
upscl.

Azharuddin said his tecam
would have little trouble in re-
adjusting to slow paced wick-
cls after five months playing
on Lhe harder, laster pitches
in Australia.

"We play on slow wickels
back home as well, so there is
no rvason why we should have
any problem.” '

Windies confident of making semis

AUCKLAND, Mar
6: The wo-lime
champion West
Indics remain co-

fl"l%
nfident of qua-

.t'“’ﬁ'! lifying for the

World Cup scm-ifinals despite

thelr shock loss to South
Alfrica, captain Richie
Richardson said Friday,
rcports AP,

South Alrica defeated the
Caribbcan squad by 64 runs in
Christichurch on Thursday,
lcaving the West Indies with an
unimpressive 2-2 record.

'We have 1o win our remadn-

" ing matches lo make sure we

arec in the semifinals,”

Richardson said looking ahecad
lo Sunday’'s match against un-
beaten New Zealand al Eden
ark.

“We have to get ourselves
into a winning it.”

New Zealand and England
are virtually certain to clinch
to of the semifinal spots, lcav-
ing six teams chasing the re-
maining two positions. Only
Zimbabwe, which is 0-4, s
completely out of contention.

"We've been sel back a bit

by yesterday's loss, but il we
can getl it together and cvery
body clicks, we shouldn't have
Loo many problems.”
Richardson said.

The West Indies need to be

morc positive in their ap-

proach and a bit more disci-
plined, he added.

Adding to Richardson's
problcms is a finger injury to
veteran opening batsman
Desmond Haynes, who will un-
dergo a fitness Llest before
Sunday’'s match.

llaynes took a nasty blow on
his right index [inger from
paceman Richard Snell in
Thursday's gamc and was
forced to retire hurt on 13,

He returned six overs laler
lo add 17 more runs.

"We are very hopceful he'll be
Ok for the next maich,”
Richardson said.
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AUCKLAND, Mar
6: New Zealand
have beaten West
Indics only onece
W in 12-one-day
: cricket interna-
ltonals but the form and
preparation of Martin Crowe's
team arc factors to tilt the
balance in Sunday’s World Cup
encounicr, reports Reuter.

Crowce's New Zealanders,
against all predictions and
carly scason performance, have
won Ltheir first four World Cup
matches, and in style.

They are the tournament
fronl-runners and ncar cer-
taintics o rcach the semifinals
with lour home maiches Wt

West Indies, Cup winners in
1975 and 1979, have won two
and lost two and arc in danger
of missing the semifinals.

What may turn the tide in
favour of West Indies is that
their nced to win is greater
than that of New Zcaland is

that their need o win s
grealer than that of New
Zealand.

“We have o win our remain-
ing malches lo make sure we
arc in the semifinals,” captain
Richic Richardson saild aficr
his side wore hammored by
South Alrica on Wednoesday.
"We have lo gt oursclves inlo
a winning habit.”

But New Zealand will be
playing on their favourilc Eden
Park Ground, lhe same venue,

e ——
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although a different pilich,
where they comprehensively
beat pre-tournament rus
Australia, and last Saturday
blasted South Africa off the
Park.

South Africa’s vaynted pace
atiack could not adapt 1o the
slower pitch and the
Indians may have the samw
problem.

New Zealand in the past
have had the utmost dilliculty
dealing with the fearcd West
Indian quick men — their only
onc-day win was in 1980 — but
the confidence of their bats-
men is riding high and the
slowish pitch muy help combat
the pace.

New Zealand's largely slow-
medium  atlack, backed
Dipak Palcl opening with his
gentle ofl-spin, has proved
tight and the undoing of many
balsmen who have hit out In
frustration.

But what raeally scems o
scparatc Lthe iwo lcams and
makes New Zealand the more
likely to prevall is Lheir pro
match planming and organisa
Lon.

Whilc Crowc's side have ap:
puired one tcam to have thor-
oughly thought oul Lthelr ganmw
plan, Weslt Indics have seemud
disorganised and lacking dis
cipline,

Nearly a quaricr of South
Alrica's tolal ol 200 against 1he
West Indlans canw from exiras

West .

and musficlding.

As well, thetr batlting lacks
subsiance and in

Wichardscn said his sidc
had w0-be morc positive in ap-
proach and a bit more disel-
plined.

"Maybe we nooded lo resist
a bit more and bc more pa-
Monl.

Adding to thuir woes, thoeir
nmwsl cxperieneed batsman
Desmond Haynes is in doubl
for the match afltcr being
siruck on the tndex fngor
three times by the South Alfrica
pestCImen.

For Crowe, Lhe problcms
are mostly happy ones — who
lo kave out

Wicket r lan Smith is
in doubt with a finger injury
and should be unfit #t would
partially solve the problem,

Mark Greatbaich, who put
Saouth Africa o the sword last
Saturday, would take the
gloves and allow a place for
opener John Wright, who has
boen II‘I]'I.I-FI!!

Of the New Zealand
bowlcrs, only all-rounder Chris
Calrns has yct to hit form. But
his batting gives crucial bal-
ance o the team and Crowe is
likely 1o persist with him.

Te's a vilal all-roundcr for
us and we want him o be in
the thick of it for the rest of
the toumament,” sald Crowe of
the talented 21 -year old.

England — a hybrid band

ADELAIDE, Mar

¥ 7 \ 6: England's
grickel melting

pot has produced

Oq # # leam Lthal Is on
course for a place

1 the foal of the World Cup,
ro jorts Al’, .

s own league of nallons,
Enliowd s squid has memboers
born in South Africa, lHeng
Kung, Zimbabwe, Guyance,
Barbados and cven Kenya. |lall
the tcam was born overscas.

[latsmen Robin Smith and
Allan Lamb, who has yct o play
because of injury bul is certain
o have a role in the finals, arc
the South African connection
in Lthe leam thal's unbecalen
afler four first round games.

Gramw Hick, scorer of a
mass of runs of h county
cricket before he became cli-
gibic for England, was born in
Zimbabwe, while bowler Derck
'ringle hails from Nairobi,
Renya.

Pacemen Phil DeFreitas;
Gladstone Small and Chris
lewis have West Indies hoer-
itage, while all-roundcr
Dermot Reeve was born and
raised in the British colony of
liong Kong.

No other country has such a
cosmopolitan crew, bul Recve
said Friday that the team never
though about the differences in
background.

"Il doesn’'t occur Lo us,
we're all British,” he said.

Indians resent
Sikh display
NEW DELI. Mar 6: The

prescnee of Sikh scparatist
svimpathisers al an India-

I*1kistan World Cup crickel

match in Australia sparked
a nationalist demonstration

and was mentioned in
parllament hcre Thursday,
rcports AFP.

Some 50 aclivists of the
so-cilled Naulonal Forum,
including Sikhs, slaged a
protest on the edge of the
high-securitly diplomatic
arca after cutting short an
intended march on the
Australian Iligh Commi-
ssion, witnesses said.

They shouled nationalist
slogans and dcnounced
Australian tclevision for
broadcasting [ootage of
sallron-clad Sikhs waving
lags of Khalistan, the name
of the homceland Sikh
militants wanl 1o carve from

the stale o ’uujuh.
India al  arch:rivals

I'ikistiin by 43 runs for
thetr first Workd Cup victory
in Sydney on Wednesday,
undisturbed by the pre-
scnee of the Sikh scparatist
sympathisers cheering their
opponents on.

"Everyone In the team
wants lo play for England and
cveryone was destined to.

Hick left Zimbabwe to play
full-time cricket. He will play
agininst former leammates In
the World Cup.

Simith satd he was cager o
play South Alrieca,

S W HRRS

SMITH

wihere he was born in Durban.

SMALL

It will be an important
moment, and | hope we beal
them.” he said.

Reeve is a cricket journcy-
man who is delighted to lind
himsell playing in Lhe sport's
premicr Hmited-overs tourna-

ment

lie started playing in the
only two Hong Kong compcli
tions at the age of 14 and four
ycars later he went back lo
England and joined the ground
stall at Lords.

He signed up with Sussex in
1983 and now plays for
Warwckshire.

Reeve sald he owned his
place in the England tcam to
the country’'s unique “all-
rounder” approach to the Cup.

‘Il England chose the best
six balsmen, the best four
bowlers and a wicket-kecper
there's no way |I'd be In the
leam,” he said.

"Playing for England is
something I've always aimed at.
I'here were people along the
w: y who laughed at me and |
admit | look like a very average
player, but the leam {s getting
results.”

Everyone has played a part
in England's success, the
bowlcrs laking wickets and Lhe
batsmen belling runs.

The eructal mateh came
Thursday against Australia in
front of a hostile crowd at the
Sydney Crickel Ground.

England whipped its arch-
rival by eight-wickels to con-
firm its standing s the our-
nanwnt favourite

As has been the casc
throughout the tournament,
playcers from around the globe
played their part in the win.

Captains' conundrum

SYDNEY, Mar 6 :
Allan Border is
hilTled, Richie Ri-
chardson secks
the winning
and lmran Khan

X
e

has p.iru
rcporis deuter.

The captlains of Australia,
West Indics and Pakistan re-
spectively were divided by
contrasting problems but
united by their ambition — a
place in thc semifinals— on
Friday's rcst day in the cricket
World Cup.

The three sides returm to
action at the weekend for a vi-
tal phasc in the battle to finish
among the top four in the ninc
team standings.

Border's Australians, the

holders, are at a particularly
crucial point aller losing three
of their first four gamcs. They

need to win their last four,
starting with third-placed Sri
Lanka at Adelaide Oval on
Saturday.

Border is at a loss to explain
why his side, the original hot
favouriles, are on the brink of
going out.

West Indics' problem is
partly onc ol discipline, espe-

habit

bowling worrics,

cially in the field, after win-

nln%‘lwu-c and losing twicc.
We have o gel oursclves

into the winning habit,” he

hlthurdmn also addued Lhey
necded o be more posilive in
approach and a bit more dis-
ciplined.

Pakistan have also shown
inconsistent form, winning
once in four malches with one
gamc washed out and Imran
acknowledges the opening at-
tack is a problem.

Wasim Akram has not
shown sullicient control or
penetration and lmran, nurs-
ing a shoulder strain, would

ideally like to:open the bowl-

"I think if 1 start bowling a
bit quicker and get a litte fit-
ter, | could bring Wasim on alt
number three,” he said. °1
would like to be able to open
the bowling and scttle things
down early on”.

Pakistan’s next match fs in
Brisbane on Sunday against
South Africa, who remain
somcthing of an e¢nigma.
Stunning wins over Australia
and Wesl Indies have been ofl-
sctl by defeats at the hands of
New Zealand and Sl Lanka,

Chris Lewis (R) celebrates as David Boon (L) is run out after only 18 runs during the World

Cup match on March 5 at the Sydney Cricket Ground.

— AFP photo



