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Brothers of mine!

Tis with a heavy heart

that 've come in [ront

of you today. You know
and understand We
have tried our best but still the
streets of Dhaka, Chijttagong,
Khulna, Rangpur and Jessore
have been stained with the
blood of my brothers.

The people of Bengal want
freedom — they want to live,
They want their rights today.

You made Awami Leaguc
viclortous in Lhe elections
through your votes. We would
wrile .a constitution — and
through this constitution, the
people would gain their eco-
nomic political and cultural
[reedom.

But the history of the past
23 years is a history of the
people ol Bengal's heart-
breaking crics ; a tearful his-
tory of bloodshed: a history of
the cries of an oppressed
people | |

In 1962 we shed blood. In
1954 we could not go to power
despite winning the elections.
In 1958 Ayub Khan imposed
martial law and kepl us
cnslaved for 10 years. In 1966
we gave Lhe Six Point
rogramme, and they mur-
dered many of my brothers be-
cause of that ‘crime’.

In the face of the 1969
people’'s uprising Ayub Khan
fell and Yahya Khan came to
power,

lie said he'd give power
back to the people, give then a
constitution, and we accepted
his words.

You all know whal hap-
pened next. We had discus-
sions with Yahya Khan. We re-
quested him to convene the
Natfonal Assembly on February
15 But, he did not keep my
request even though | was the
leader of the majority party.
Instcad he listened to tLhe

leader of the minority party Mr
Bhutio.

majority party, we'd still ac-
reasonable

cepl any suggestion
from anyone, even il his party
has only one seat.

Mr Bhutto came to Dhaka,
we had discussions with him.

He left saying the door of dis-

cussion is not closed, there'll -

be more talks.

Maulana Nurrani, Maulana
Mulli Mahmud and other West
Pakistani leaders came and we
had discussions with Lhem.
The idea was we'd wrile a
constitution through "discus-
sions.

Howcever, | let them know
that | have no right Lo amend
the Six Points Programme — il
belongs to the peoople.

But Mr Bhutlo issucd a
threal. He said he didn't wenlt
to become a hostage by coming
here. He said the asscmbly
would turn into an abattoir.

He threatened other West
Pakistani mcmbers of parlia-
ment, saying hc would smash
their heads if they joined the
asscmbly scssion in Dhaka,
there'd be bloodshed, they'd
be killed. He said he'd start a
movement from DPMeshwar Lo
Karachi, he'd nol allow a singlc
shop Lo open.

Even then, 35 Wesl

|
_

. |

Pakistani MNAs came. DButl on
March 1, Yahya Khan cancelled
th¢ opening scssion of the
asscmbly.,

And the people of Bengal
were blamed | Blame was put
on me ! It was sald nothing
could be done becnuse of my
inlransigent attitudce.

Then the people of Bengal
were [ull of protest. | called
hartal to conduct the move-
ment in a peaccful manncr.

The people came oul on lo the

streets of their own [frec will.

Bul what did we get ?
Wcapons were uscd against Lhe
unarmmed people of Bengal.

We do not have any guns.
But the weapons we bought
with our moncy Lo defend the
country against ¢xlernal enc-
mics, those arms arc bcing
used to kill my innocent peo-
ple. Firing is going on against
my uniortunatc pcople,

Whenever the majorily
Bengalces have tried to gain
political powcr, there have al-
ways been conspiracies — they
have leapl on us. -

Yahya Khan has said that,
apparcntly, 1 had wanted o
join the round tablc conlcr-
ence on March 10. We talked
on the telephone, | told him
you arc the president. Come Lo
Dhaka, sec how my poor pco-
ple have been killed, how my
mother's cradlc has bcen
emptlied.

I've alrcady said this beflore
— there’ll be no round table
conference. What round Lable
conference 71 Shall 1 sit at the
[tound tablc with thosc who
have empticd my mother's my
sisters cradles 71

On the third | called for
non-coopcraltion movement al
Paltan Maidan. | said, siop
payment of taxcs-rents, don't
go to ollice. You accupied it

Suddenly without any dis-
cussion with mc or my party,
the speech Yahya gave aficr
talking w0 somcbody for five
hours, in that spcech he has
put all the blame on me and
the people of Bengal.

docs not arisc. The people
have not given me that right.
The blood stains are yet 1o dry.
| cannol step over the martyrs
blood to join the asscmbly on
March 25.

lrothers of mine | Do you
have trust tn me ? (hundreds
of thousands raisc their hands
and shout yes I}

| don’t want the prinwe min-
istership: 1 want Lhe people’s

T've already said this before—there‘ll
be no Round Table Conference. What

Round Table Conference?! Shall I sit
at the Round Table with those who
have emptied my mother’s, my
sister’s cradles?!’

It was DBhulto who was
guilty, but it was the people of
Bengal who got shot.

We get shol and it is our
fault; we get fired on. and 1t s
our [ault

Yahya has convened the
asscmbly but | have my condi-
tions : martial law has Lo be
withdrawn, the army has lo be
scnt back to the barracks,
killings have to br invesli-

. gated, and power has to be

transfcrred to the clected rep-
resentatives of the people.
Alier that, 1 shall consider
whether | will sit in the
Asscmbly or not. Until these
demands are met, the question
ol joining the asscmbly simply

rights.

They could not bribe me
with promisc ol prime minis-
tership. They could not take
me by threcalening mec with
hanging. You shed blood, and
[reced me from the conspiracy
case.
On that day | said I'd repay
my debtl  of blood with bloed.
Do you remember ? Again o-
day, | am rcady lo rcpay that
dcbt of blood with blood.

| want to say Lhis clearly:
[rom today all oflices, courts,
high court, suprcme court, cd-
ucational institutions will re-
matin closed for an indefinite
perod.

No cmployce shall go 1o

gk

| Vuiee,f:f the people : Sheikh Mujib addressing an ocean of humanity at the Race Course (iround, March 7, 1971.

the office — this s my order.
Itickshaws, Lrains and other
transports will move, so thal
Lthe poor doesn't suller. Trains
will move, but they cannot
ferry army troops. Il they do,
then | eannot be held respon-
sible for any accidents.

All governmenis, semi govt,
and autonomous orgunisalions
including the government
Scorclariat will stay closed,
[BJanks will stay open for two
hours for lrunsactions within
Euast Bengal only. No moncy
can bec transferred from East
Bengal 1o West Pukistan. Take
carc how you go.

Telephone and telegraph
will operatle wilthin Bangla-
duesh, but journalists can send
nuews abroad.

I'cople of this counlry arc
being destroyed, so lake care
how you go. Il ncocssary, ev-
crything will be closced down.

You will go and collect your
salarics at the proper Ume.

If salarics arc not given, f
anothcr bullet is fired, then
turn cvery home of Bengal into
a [orircss. Resist the encmy
with whalever you have. All
roads have o be closed down.
We will starve then to death —
we will finish them in the wa-
ter |

Even if | am not there to
give the order, if my colleagues
arc not thcre, you will con-
tinue the struggle

(Soldiers). You are my
brothers, you slay in the bar-
racks, and nobody will say any-
thing to you. But don't open
fire — result will not be
for you. You can not keep 70
million pcople suppressed any

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s Statement to the Press

Sheikh Mujfbur Rahman,
President of Awami League,
said hcre today that he had
never conveyed impression
that an mape”‘:l'mhtm
should be held.

in a statement issucd here
loday aller a two-day closed-
door meeting of the Working
Commitice of the party, the
Shickh also ‘repudiated’ that
the Awami League in way
obstrucied the transfer of
power and added that the ma-

Id
ﬂtrbypl:gmmlym not

Recounting the measurcs
taken during Lhe last few days,
Sheikh Mujib said that it now
appeared Lhat the “political
confrontation” was soon to be
followed by “"military con-
frontation” if the majority did
nol submit to the dictation of

the minorily p.
Ile wamcd that [ democ-

racy was Lhe ultimate casually
or the proposed transfer of
r aboried, the responsi-
flity would lic with the minor-
ity group and thosc who eol-
luded with it
lle, therefore, suggested a
seven-point formula for imme-
diate adoption if the President
lincerelr desired that the
National Asscembly, as (he
sovereign body of the clected
representatives of the people,
should function.
The points are :
(@) Immediate withdrawal of
Martial Law.
) Transfer of power to the
clected representatives of the

le.
ZI Immediate withdrawal

of all miif rsonnel 1o the
lary pe

id) Immediate cessation of

the military build-up and the
heavy inflow of military per-
sonncl from the Weslern Wing.

(e} Immediale cessation ol
firing upon civilians so thal not

:“:li:glc bullet is lired with
falce cllect.

() Non-interference by the
military authoritics in the dil-
ferent branches of the
Government funcuioning in
Bangladcsh and dircetion o
desist [rom victimisation of
Government officers and cm-
ployces.

(@ Maintenance of law and
order to be left exclusively to
the police and Bengali EPR,
assistcd, wherever ncecessary,
by Awami League volunteers.

Background

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
said, “"belwceen the first of
March when there was a sud-
den announcement of the
posiponement sine dic of the
sitting of the National
Assembly and the sixth of
March, the pcople of
Bangladesh have been sub-
jected to a military confronta-
tion. There has been
widesprcad firing upon un-
armed civillans (workers,

u:::l and studcnts) who

s up o proilcst Insl
the sudden and unwﬂr"r‘;!::m:d
postponement of the National
Asscembly. Thosc who have lost
their lives during the (first
weck arc martyrs who died
protecting tLhe dcmocratie
rights of the pcople against
arbitrary and unwarranted ac-
tion of postponement since die
of the Nauonal Asscnibly.”

He said : "It Is sald that the
postponement of the National
Assembly has been
"misundcrstood”. | would like

to ask the President whether
or nol this postponcment wus
cflected solely In response to
the machinations of a single
parly — conslituling a minorily
of Lhe total members — against
the declared wishes of the ma-

Jjority party and also thosc¢ of .

nunmwrous members from the
Western Wing?

Our own position on con-
sititution-making had been
clecarly stated in our [ress
statcment of the 24th February
when we refterated our invila-
tion 10 cach and every Member
of the Natfonal Asscmbly from
all parts of Pakistan o co-op-
critle with us in Lhis historic
task. On the 27th February, he
wenl Lo the extent of allirming
that il any Mcmber  presents
before the Assembly anyth
just and reasonable we wou
accepl 1. Bul even this was ig-
nored, it would appear delib-
cralcly and with motive.”

"On the st March, by a
Radio statement there was
suddcen and unwarranted post-
poncment of the National
Assembly sitting sine die. The
rcason given was that there
should be more time for
"understanding” and it was
said that there was political
conflrontation between the
lcaders of East Pakistan and
those of the West. Did the
p-ut;gle of Bangladesh not have
sullicicnt reason to feel that
their democratic rights had
been grossly interfered with at
the behest of an undemocratic
minoritly? Were there not
cnough grounds for them to
feel that a minority group had
aligned fitsell with certain
forces Lo obstruet the consti-
tutional process and to deprive
the majority of the people of

tsell was dismissed by

their rights? Indeed, these
?pprrhcnalona were further
ortificd by the steady milita
build-up which became cﬂr?
dent. This showed that politi-
cal confrontation was soon to
be .followed by ‘military con-
frontation’, if the majority did
not submit to the dictation of
the minority.”

“Indeed, we had warned in
our slalement of the 24th
February that dark conspirato-
rial forces had always inter-
vened in our country whenever
the pcople were to take over
power through the democraltic
process. The microscopic mi-
norily which rcprescentied the
vesled interests of the Weslern
Wing, had by sabolaging
democracy deprived the 75
millfon pcople of Bangladesh,
as Lhey did the oppresscd
masscs of the Western Wing of
their basic rights. In 19563 the
Bengall Prime Minister was
dismissed by a conspiracy of
the Punjabi ruling clique. In
1954, the clected Government
in Easl Bengal was dismisscd
and the Constituent Assembly
the
same cliqgue. When genceral
clections were to be held in
carly 1950, the vested inter-
csts of the Punjab once again
siruck and usurped power.
Today the Punjabi ruling co-
leric is attempling to repeat
this disgracelul history. Dut
they should know that the
awakcened massocs of
Bangladcsh as also the op-
presscd massces of the Western
Wing shall resist their foul
conspiracics by every mecans
possible.

lle said the democratic way
of life could not be established
nor could power be trans-

wishcs of

fcrred to the people ([ a
minority group conspired with
the vested (ntlerests to
[rustrate the democralic
process. “If the democratic
way of life be the ultimale
casuallty and il the proposed
transfer of power is aborted,
this minority group and thosc
who colluded with it shall not
cscape responsibiMty.”

Ile said today aflter the
clections the only legitimate
sburcc of authority in the
country are the elected repre-
scntatives of the people. “No
individual can claim authority
superior to that of the elecled
representatives. We as the rep-
rescnlatives of the overwhelm-
ing majority of the people of
Bangladesh assert that we are
the only legitimate source of
authority for Bangladesh.
Indeed by virtue of our major-
ity position, we are the legiti-
mate source of authority for
the wholc country.”

"The cvents of the lasi
scven days have shown that all
branches of Governmwent fune-
tioning throughout Bangladcsh
have accepted us as the source
of legitimatle authority and
have carried out our dircctives.,

"Today, the President and
the Government at Islamabad
should acknowledge this basic
fact. It would, thercfore, be In
consonance with the declared
the pcople of
Bangladesh that no onc shoulkd
interfere with the excreise of
authority by the elected repre-
sentatives of Lhe people.”

“This brings us lo the qucs-
tion of the silling of the
National Asscmbly announced
for the 25th March.” The
Awami Leaguce President said :
"We had oursclves time and

again asscried the urgency in
respect of an early sitting but
today a grave and abnormal sit-
uation has been created. A vir-
tual reign of terror has been
created in pursuance of the
policy of military confrontation
of the civillan population of
Bangladesh.”

“So long as this statc of con-
frontation as also the infllow of
army personncel and arms from
the Western Wing continuces,
so long as an atmosphcre of
repression s maintained, so
long as there are daily reports
of military firing upon civiltins
in diffcrent parts of Bangla-
desh, the members [rom
Bangladesh could hardly be
expected to contemplate par-
ticipating in the Natlonal
Asscmbly at gunpoint,” he said.

People's Determination

The Awami Leaguc Presi-
dent sald: "Our pceople have
alroady proclaimed Lo the
world that they shall no longer
allow themsclves to be ex-
ploited as a colony or a markcl.
They have expressed their de-
lermination to be the free eitl-
zens of a free country. Our
ceonomy must be saved from
ruination. Our tofling masscs
are o be saved from starvation,
discase and unemployment,
The millions in the cyclone-
raviged areas are yel lo be re-
habilitated.

"Il the ruling colcries sceck
lo frustrate thesce aspirations,
the people arc ready for a long
and sustaincd struggle for
their emancipation. We pledge
to lwad this struggle and ulti-
malcly Lo allain for the people
their cherished goal of eman-
clpution for which so many

more, Now that Dengalees have
learnt to die, no onc will keep
them suppressed anymore.

Awnmi has set up a
fund 1o help {lies of mar-
tyrs. We'll try to help. Give
whatever you can.

Owners of factories will pay
the full salaries to those work-
crs who could not to work
because of the cu , or who
ook part in the hartal.

| say this lo government
cmployces: Whalt cver | say, you
have 1o accepl. Let no one be
scen in Lthe oflices.

There'll be no payment of
taxcs until this country is free.
You lcave it all to me — | know
how (0 conduct a movemenL.

But beware | Remember one
thing. our enemies have inlfil-
trated into our ranks, they
wanl lo crecale feuds amongst
oursclves. Bengalees, non-
Bengalees, Hindus, Muslims,
they are all our brothers. It 1s
our duty to protect them.

If radio and television do
not broadcast ncws of our
movement, then no Bengalee
will go o radio and TV.

If this can be solved peace-
fully, then there is a chanee we
may live as brothers, otherwise
there is no chance. Don't
overdo it, that'll be the end of
all relations.

My rcquest to you is o build
Action Commiltces under
Awami League leadership in
cvery village, bourhood,
union. Be pre with what-
cver you have gol.

Remember — now that we
have shed blood, we shall shed
morce blood, but we shall make
the pcople of this country free
Insha-Allah |

The struggle this is for our
frccdom — the struggle: this
time is for independence | Jof

Langia |
— Original Bengalli of
speech laken Jrom “Ekli

Phul ke Bachabo Bole” by

Major (retd) Rafiqul Islam
psc. Translated by Sabir

Musta/a.

mariyrs have shed their blood
and made Lhe supremce sacri-
fice of their lives. The blood of
these martyrs shall not go in
vain.
"The [irst phase of our
struggle has becn launched.
Our hcroic masscs have dis-
played indomitable courage
and dctermination. They have
bruved bullets and violaled
curfews fn a planned manncr, |
also congratulate our people,
and our Awami League volun-
leers, who have [rustrated the
designs of agent provocalcurs
and anti-social clements to
creale communal tensfon be-
tween different  religious
groups and belween Bengalis
and so-called ‘'non-lengalis’.

| once again reafllirm that
cvery person living  in
Bangladesh is a Bengall and
that his pcrson, property and
honour are our sacred trust
and must al any cost bc pro-
lecled, We are proud lo nole
that since our voluntcers have
undcrtaken the task of vigi-
lance and patrol, there have
bueen no untoward incidents.

"Our struggle musl con-
tinue. The objective of the proe-
svnt phase of the struggle is
the immediale termination of
Martial Law and the transfer of
power to the clected repre-
scnialives of the people, Till
this objcctive is attained, our
non-violent, non-co-opcration
movement must continue.”

. the four demands

I.eaders

Support
Mujib’s
Demands

Mian Nizamuddin llaidcr,
MNA <clect and a leader of the
Bahawalpur United Front, has
cxpressed full support for the
four demands put forth by
Sheikh M r Rahman and
urged Lhe menl o ac-
ceptl them so Lhat the present
grave political crisis can be re-
solved.

In a stalement issucd last
night he said that Shetkh
Mujibur Rahman was one ol
the greatest patriots and be-
leved In one united Pakistan.
lic said he had a long associa-
ton with Awami League Chicf
and knew that he (Mujib) was
solidly behind the concept of
solidarily and inlcgrity of
Makistan. lie said altribution of
unwarranied motives to his
political struggle for the rights
of the people was the work of
those who were jealous of Lhis
trcemendous popularity with
the masscs and were annoyed
because they found thetr ambi-
tlons for coming into power
frustraied.

Relerring to Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman's complaint
that he had been completely
neglected by the Government
whilc laking impertant deci-
sions was fully justificd as he
wiss Lthe Jeader of the majority
purty in the country. “In the
present circumsiances he s
the only man who can keep
Pakistan together and | appeal
to people to rally around
Shcikh Mujibur man,” he
said.

Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan,
West Wing Chiefl of the
Pakisian Democratlic Parly,
urged the President; Gen A M
Yahya Khan, here today to go to
Easl Pakistan (o thrash out and
scillc national f{ssucs with
Shcikh Mujibur Rahman and
other patriotic lcaders.

Scven Karachi Awami
Leaguc lcaders here u the
Government nol to Lake any

hall-hcarted mecasures and
should allow the National
Asscmbly to be held in a
pcaccful and congenial
almosphere.

The already tense atmo-
sphere, said in a state-
ment issued here tonight,
should not be allowed to grow
WOTSC.

The statement was s
by Sheikh Manzurul Haq,
I'resident, Mr S A 1 Bilgramid,
Vice-President, Mr W A
Choudhury, Vice-President. Mr
Khalil Ahmed Tirmizi, Gencral
Scerclary, Syed Ahson Al
Organising Secretary Pir
Mohammad Bashir Siddiqui,
Hon. Treasure and Khwaja
Abdul Malik, Publicity Secre-
tary, all of Karachi Awami

The stalement continued:
"It is an accepted convention
the world over that while con-
vening the National Assembly
of a country, the majority party
is consulted in this respect
and all other aflairs concerning
the nation, but in Pakistan in
spile of repeated advice of the
Awami League, the National
Assembly was not convened for

iwo long months aflter the
general tions. On the other
hand, the As was con-

vened o1 March 3 at the ad-
vice of PPP which is a minority
parly having nearly 1/4 mem-
bers of the total strength and
was posiponed when it so de-
manded. When the democracy -
loving people of East Pakistan
protesied against the decision
of postponcement, aclion was
taken against them.

"We whoicheartedly support
put forward
by Shecikh Mujibur Rahman
since he should be repository
of all powers in the country in
vicw of the mandate given to

him by the thumping majority
of Pakistan.”
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