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T;cile the Core Issue

The time for a rude awakening has now ar-
rived. With 5,000 Myanmar relugees arriving In
Cox's Bazar on average every day to escape Lhe
army's campaign of terror in the province ol
Rakhaine, pressure on the soctio-economic [abric
ol the region is mounting. With over hall the
refugees living in unsanitary conditions withoul
proper medical facllities, the threal ol diseases Is
a real one, as iIs Lhe possibility of a breakdown in
whatever law and order we have down there al

resenl. The United Nations High Commissioner
or Refugees’ (UNHCR) request for land in the
intertor of the country to house the growin
numbers is a clear signal to the government tha
the present situation is no longer sustainable. not
even with the kind of international reliel
assistance that has been promised and that will
surely be delivered.

However, proper care of the relugees, although
a crucial issue. has never been the central one,
That was always supposed to be a smpfnp mea-
sure, a respite while the causes underlying the
exodus was tackled, and tackled forcelully.

Regrettably, our government is yet (o make
any attempt, other than to sign an agreement last
November with Yangon, (o confront the Myanmar
regime over this central issue. Since that agree-
ment was signed, the influx has increased mani-

fold. making the pact look somewhal toothless,
if not cosmelic. This is quile an extraordi-
nary slate of allairs, since this refugee problem,
like any other refugee problem anywhere in the
world, cannot be solved without a complete
and voluntary repatriation of the displaced
people.

In order [or the refugees Lo go back home, they
need (o be assured that it is indeed "home"” they
would be going back to. and not inlo prison. So
far. neither the government ol Bangladesh nor
the international community has done anything
like enough lto create such a condition, nor ex-
tracted an undertaking [rom the military regime
in Yangon to that effect. Under such circum-
stances, it is hardly surprising the refugees are
not at all keen on Lhe idea of going back.

What is needed now 1s an unequivocal diplo-
maltic stance, which would spell out to Yangon
that its policy of repression in Rakhaine is pos-
ing a serious threat to the sovereignty of
Bangladesh. Whatever the degree of [riendship
that might have existed between Dhaka and
Yangon in the past. the current events clearl
show that Myanmar does not regard that [riend-
ship Lo be an indispensable one. By [orcing the
Rohingyas (o [lee lo Bangladesh, the military ‘!unla
in Yangon has deliberately chosen this country as
a dumping ground for its “problems”. Il that
does nol comproniise our sovereignty, then we
shudder to think what would.

Foreign Minister Lt. Col A S M Muslalizur
Rahman has certainly felt it very late, but it is still
not too late Lo retrieve a solution out of this cri-
sis. However, there have been enough [lag meet-
ings and enough sell-congratulations over having
‘contained the crisis” and other achievements.
Time has now come (o tackle the core of the
problem and stop probing around the periphery.

It is clear the Myanmar authorities are deter-
mined to deprive the Rohingyas of Lhelr rights as
citizens. Their land has evidently been earmarked
[or colonisation by non-Rohingya people. It seems
Myanmar's laclics is to lorce Bangladesh o ac-
ce?l hundreds of thousands ol foreigners as ille-
gal yet permanent settlers.

These two issues of human rights for the
lmhlng%'as and sovereignty ol Bangladesh, are in-
extricably inter-linked in this crisis. and Dhaka
has no choice but to pursue both cases in i(s bi-
lateral talks with Myanmar, and at international
forums. Through the involvement of the UNHCR,
attention of the world is now focussed on
the region, providing our government with an
ideal opportunitly to bring Lhe international
CGMUn;lqy into play and apply maximum pres--
sure on anmar to change its nationalily poli
lowards the Rohingyas and accord them [ull
rights as cilizens, altcr pulling an end to Lhe
reign of terror in Rakhaine, Only then can we
hulpt to see some willingness on the part of the
reiugees (o relurn.

Bangladesh must also keep in mind that there
are countries which are actively engaged in
shoring up the Yangon regime through supplies of
arms and [inancial help. These couniries need to
be persuaded (o either stop supplying Myanmar,
or use Lheir influence to ellect qualitative changes
in that country.

Demise of an Intellectual
-
Giant

Dr Sukumar Sen, the d%en ol Bengalee schol-
arship, is dead. He died in Calculta at the ripe age
of 92, outliving his peer Probodh Chandra Sen by
Ilwo years. However, very many people who know
him, did not cl him to die at this point, for
physically as well as temperamentally, he was cut
to match the other Bengalee giant Nirad C.
Choudhuri who should by now have passed 95 and
keeps on expect to be around even at 115 —
just ten short of what GBS set for himsell but
could not realise.

Sukumar Sen burst into the Bengali literary
and academic realm with his still unmalched
three-volume tome- History of the Bengali
Literalure —which continues to be the best
standard text for students of Bengali language and
literature for about half a century. Let it in this
context be remembered wilth due apprecialion
that he was the very best of the hundreds of
disciples of the great Suniti Kumar Chatlerjee not
only in his achievements in linguistics but also in
the matler of versatility and lilerary merit of his
scholarly works. If William Jones was the [ather of
Indology, Haraprasad Shastri could well be called
the lather of Bengology’ — and Sukumar Sen
[ollowed in the latter's footsteps together with
his guru — and how rewardingly.

Sen was Inimitable in so many ways. His delv-
ing Into the crime-thriller genre in mainly
E h and French — with love and wit — was
both sprawling and deep and set an example [or
whal can be called comparative crimefictionology.

No eul can hit surfeit in the matter of Dr
Sen's de of knowledge on suh]]f:cls simply en-
cyclopedic. Take up his pamphlets on the me-

leval Bengalees or the one called the 'Ramkothar
Prak-Kotha' — and you will see he not only knew,
he could as well knit a tale so marvellously and
hang It so wonderfully.
Sukumar Sen is dead, but we Bangalees of all
the world would have him among us for centuries.

GATT : Countdown to Oblivion ?

Tumultuous Events Overshadow Uruguay Round

ENEVA : Some lament

that GATT is dead but

this ix not trye; rather it

is a frafl and tragic institution
whosc agendas and ideologionl
idelines are being battered
tidal waves of crises which
are beyond the control of the

institution and s 107
membor states.
Tumulivous evenls, not

least the Maastricht talks, have
overshadowed the current
U Round that began in
Punia del Este in 1986, Within
the seerctarial and among the
contracting partics there Is o
pervasive afr of fatility, T
Nash of eptinism that surliwed
in Fecbruary 1991 ollowing the
lrusscls debaele of Doecemiber
1990, has cvaporated.

On the erftical tssue of farm
trade the Round has ground to
a halt. The EC offered 1o slash
its donwslic supports (internal
supports and berder protec-
tion) by 30 per eent over 10
years. No agreement has sur-
[aced on the basc-line from
which reductions are Lo be
moeasurcd: the US/Cairns
Group [CG) insist on 1986
1988. the EC on 1986- 1990,
The salient controversy con-
tinues 1o be whether the cuts
in ¢xport subsidies should be
m volume or budgel terms, or
a combination ol both. The
question turns on whether
these objectlives are imple-
mentable — il at all — and over
whal intcrval of time. Behind

the legal jargon and esoleric

technicalia, a war withoul

respite for bigger world mar-

ket shares is being fought. ®
The US/CG demand

nol

O understand the quan-

tum of [ aid that

will be available in ncar
future for Bangladesh, we
should go through history of
lo aid policies pursued by
our biggest aid giving country,
United States of America
which is also responsible for
formulating credit policies ol
World Bank and IMF, In 1942
American Congress [ormed
“Institute of International
Allairs™ for providing technical
atd to Latin American
countries. But the sole purpose
for this technical aid to Latin

' American countries was (o

check the sympathy that grew
at that time towards Nazism in
Latin America. In 1947
President Truman approved a
large quantity of Economic and
Military aid lto Greece and
Turkey only when these two

countries agreed to allow
American Military Bases. In the
following year President

Truman took a comprehensive
cconomic plan for the
reconstruction of Europe that
was devastated alter Second
World War, The plan is
popularly known as a "Marshall
Pian”™ which was a great
suctess in the reconstruction
and Economic recovery of
Furope. America had to Invest
13 billion dollars at that tinw
for the success of this Marsha!l
Plan. The main purposy
behind undertaking this large
scale investment was 1o
combat the growing influcnce
of communism in Europc. In
1951 American Congress
passcd mutual security act co-
ordinating military and cco-
nomie aid to check ever
growing communist influence
all over the world. In 196]
President Kennedy formed
"Agceney  for International
Development (AID)” for institu-
tionalizing forcign aid and loan
with the sole purposc [or
ine reasing American global
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only culs In cxport subsidics,
but also a Hmit on export ton-
nages, whoercas the EC advo- _

cales culs In bud':'l.-ry allosa-
ttons and volume restraint

Further, the EC secks 1o
rebalance’ its reductions in
supports by Increases in pro-
tection against cercal substi-
tutes that enter duty frec.
Fuclliing the fire of the debale
has been Lhe ‘so-called 'battle
of the groen and amber boxes
e US/CC suggest that there
should bc only one box’ for
both sorts of supports. In con-
trast. Uw EC suggesis com-
pensatory paymenis lor price
reductions o be in the green
box' of authorised subsidivs. In
addition, they contend that US
defictency ments should be
placed nﬂm the ‘amber box'
subject 0 limits™sct upon as-
sislance.

Perccptibly. sincy Fobruary
1991 the ncgotialing pousturc
of the US/CGC has buconw
more belligerent. They are not
satisfied mercly with negutl-
ated reductions al a given

nt in time, but are pushing

deeper cuts even afler the
negotiated reductions have
been agreed upon. What b
came very much clcarer in
1991 was Lhal US siratvgy
(markedly so within the USIDA)
has never abandonud fils guast
for the liguidation of CAI’. Now
morc than cver, 11 s scen s
the major thrcat & US L
exporters, now dosporately
bent on recapturing their losi
market sharcs. To be sure, US
farm cxports plunged [rom
around 27 per cent ol aggre-

by Frederick F Clairmonte

Devoid of transparency and afflicted with
bilateralism in the negotiations, the

Uruguay Round of GATT appears to be

getting nowhere.

ﬂ is in the Nirst hall of
19708 o less than 10 por
cent al prescinl,

As with s predecossors
(Dillon, Kennedy and Tokyo)
the current Round s charac-
terised by the abscnee of
transparcncy. A Carfbbean dol-
cgatle encapsulated the spirit
of the Round when he asscertod
that there is noe democratic
debate at all. Instead of authen-
tic multilaicral Lalks woe are boe-
ing subjccied o bilawcrulism In
some of its most Magrant mani-
festations. Such courporate
boardroom procedural nwith-
ods have always becn congenial
to the wheeler-dealcr manipu-
latlons of Lhe prolagunisis ol
the TNCs whose prescnee and

have never boen far re-
moved from the negotiating
BUBSIONS,

The offictal clatm that GATT
is the grand pronwier ol a
multibucral wading system s
public relations ballyhweo stixx
the policics of transoational
capital have annthilaied (due in
large mwasure o transfer pric-
ing technigues and Intra Mrem
transaclions) multilateralism
and accountability. Alicr the
monwntary cuphoria ol the
Gull War, the gap belwueen

rhctoric and rcality has be-
Culiie an abyss.

The Round was never Lhe
san again allcr that grand
climacteric on Sunday, 29
Scplember, when thousands of
Lirnwrs marched on Parts lo-
puther with the entire political
vpposition, save onc.
Mittcrrand quickly grasped
that the scale of the eruption
ol this social lorce was onc
tluit could not be triled with.

For the ruling political for
mwitlon the fssuce had beconw
oiw of survival: regional elee-
lons In 1992 nalional cluee-
thons in 1993, Nor was this
shattering event ignored by
the US/CG and the EC who
while continuing w vocticrate
about a successlul outeonw of
thw [ound had privalcly — and
nol so privalcly — come 1o Lhe
rcalisation thal farm
libcralisalion” was a notlion
what could be construed in
IRV TY Wily's.

The upsurge againsl the
thrust of tbheralisation was not

conlined, howover, 1o Franec.
The tragedy that struck
Ceatndin s wheat belt was o

Ut had not been witnessoed
stnee the Great Depression.,
Caughi in the crossfline of o
Lransallantie grain subsidics
wiur beitween the US and the
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EC that plunged the price of 95 million dollars 28

wheat from 5 dollar o
dolbr a bushel — the lowesi
price in 20 ycars — [amily
farnis tn Saskatchowan arc go-
ing bankrupt at the rate ol
1.000 a year

According lo a Washingilon
Post  report onc-sixth of Lhe
provinee's farmers have gone
through a bank-debt review
process in the last year, tnvar-
ably the initial move before
lorcclosure. In Ontario, nearly
a third of larmcrs arc failling o
mwel their debis. Net farm in-
conw is down 27 per cont,
f[rom the peak ycar of 1987,
This is how onc larmwr puls i
in words reminiscent of an
Okie farmer in Steinbeck's
The Grapes of Wrath : One
week you'll be talking with a
neighbour, and you'll think
he's doing all right. The next
week he's gone. There are ru-
mours hcre about everything
execpl a guy facing foreclo-
sUnc.

Compounding the flinancial
squcere is Lhe sicady risc in
production cosis: fucl, ma-
chincry, fertiliser, insurance
and high iIntcrest rales.
Deprivations of the larm popu-
lation in the very heartland of
North Anwrican capitalism ware
unknown, howcever, o the
proponenis of uninhibited lib-
cralisalion such as Cargill, the
grain and agri-business colos-
sus (1991 sales: 42 billion dol-
liars) whose fortuncs arc {m-
pervious Lo the twisls and
turns of rccessfonary lempesis
Acrording to corporate data its

s profits rockeled 62 per eent

since 1986, Iis net worth, just

Foreign Aid and the Reality

by Prof Shahabuddin Khaled Chowdhury

During the Cripps

means. It amounts in the end to American influence if not American rule.”

Nehru, in a speech delivered at the US House of Senate on 13th October, 1949, said, "We shall gladly welcome
aid and co-operation on terms that are of mutual benefit . . . But we do not seek any material advantage in

exchange for any part of our hard-won ﬁudom."_

inlluence and to combat
communism all over the world.

Now lct us cxamine
Anmerican oullook so far as our
subcontinent is concerned.

From the time of Second
World War, America began to
show her inlerest in the sub-
continental aflairs. In 1942
President Roosevelt sent Mr,
Louis Jhionshon as hiw personal
cnvesy 1o ohserve the el ivities
of Cripps Mission that visfted
India al that 1ime lo give a

conslilutional solution among
Hindus and Muslims prior to
final independence of India.
From a remark made by
Gandhiji on 26th April, 1942
his political sagacily proved
beyond doubt; he said “The
Amcrican troops must go with
the British. We know what
American aid means. [t
amounts in the end to
Amcrican influence il not
American rule.”

lHowever after the partition
in 1947, much importance was
given on India in Amcerican
foreign policy and scrious ¢n-
deavour was made by American
administration to win over
India. With that end in view

President Truman invited
Pandit Nchru, the Prime
Minister ol India to visit

America, In that Sojourn of
Nehiru for long eight days, he
was given a Royal red carpet
receplion cvery where in
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~ Positive ways of life
Sir, So many incidents arc
occurring around us, where in

| some individual's role deserves

praisc and recognition, but we
are not awarce of it! Even il we
arc, we would not be gencrous
cnough to give importance to
the matter. Sometimes some
incidents do not look so big or
important to get enough pub-
licity, but like a stone thrown
in a pond creates ripples that
too many cause somc stir in
the¢ minds of people. Some
small but unusual, and mean-
inglul, cven could create a
lasting impact on public mind.
Magicilan Azra Zabin's coura-
gecous role (by Kungfu) to stop
some miscreants [rom snatch-
ing the bag and ornamenls
[rom a lady, | am sure, had
some clfect on the minds of
the citizens of Bangladesh. It
has given ideas to other ladies
lo  protect themsclves by
lcarning kunglu or karate.
Pcople felt that the hijackers
should be dealt with courage
and one should not depend
only on Lhe law enforcing
agency for his/her security.
Scll help is the best help.

| may mention another
small incident of another na-
ture¢ which went unnoticed,
but 1l not, could have been

cxemplary. In WVA Mccena-
bazar, a lady namcly Moti
Quader found a packet of Tk.
35.000/- lying in the crowded
ficld. She immediately announ-
ced it on the loud speaking the
owner (Lucky she was) found
her money back! If Moli
Quader would not have told
anybody about it nothing would
have happened. But she did !
Her honesly and conscicnee
had bidden her to return the
moncy to the owner. And | eall
it courage too. Courage to
check the greed of being
richer, which is rarc _now-a-
days. How many pcople would
have shown the courage? Still
a very [ew people knew and
gave her recognition for the
honesty. |1 think this type of
positive side of people's
character should be more
discussed and should get
publicily, so that people do not
feel frustrated.

Apparently we are all suffer-
ing from frustration from the
negativeness of our socicly. We
sce or hear more bad ncws
than good news. On 1B8th
February, in a Bengali dafly's
[ront page | read news about
robbery, uprooting eycs of a
young man by fork, fishing
trawlers lock out call, strike
call by Rikshawpullers, acid
thrown on a school girl,

America wherever he visiwed

President Truman  lermed
Nehru's visit as 1 Vovage of
Discovery”™ in one ol the
speeches he delivered In

honour of his gucst. But Pandit
Nehru clearly said 1n a speech
delivered in the llousc of
Scnate on 13th Oclober 1949,
“"We shall gladly welcome such

aid and co-opefalion on terms
that are of mutual benefit. We
believe that this nuy well help
in the solution ol the larger

problems that confront the
world. [Jut we do not seek any
malerial advantage in exchange
for any part of our hard-won
freedom.” Though India took
full advantage of American uni-
lateral efforts to cstablish spe-
cial rclationship with Indian
but Nchru remained firm in
pursuing ncutral and non-
aligned foreign policy tilting
more o Soviel Union than to
Ancrica.

Tilt towards Pakistan

Being (rustrated at Nehru s
bchaviour and finding no other
way, American Administration
tilted towards Pakistan flor
special relationship and
formed SEATO and CENTO,
two military facts to combat
communism in this reign and
diverted a huge quantity of
military and cconomic aid
towards Pakistan., The main
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rcason for giving such o large
scalc ad to Pakistan was the
rcluctance of India for such
conditional American akl. An
important Amwrican diplomit,
Mr. Philip Talbot may be
quoled in this rcgard. Inspite
of his unquestionable skill in
diplomatic language be bluntly
remarked, "American Miltary
help and political alliance have
gonc to Pakistan only and not
also to India solely because
India has declined such help
and associalion.”

But present Narashima Rao
Governmient ol India had to
undertake a flundamental

change in Indian cconomic
and forcign policy in the face
ol gravesl cconomic orisis

India is facing al present sinee
fts independencee in the vear
1947 Specially alter the disso-
Iutton of lormer Soviet Lindon,
Inchiae had 1o arn 1o America
lor help to overcome the fm

pomching ensis: At the instruce-
taeniy ol Workl [iink and IMF
lidia bas adready liberalised its
cceonoiny 1o atirat foreign in:
vesimcentls,  Disinvestments

have adready been started from
more than onc lac industrial
units previously owned by the
government. The President of
India has called upon all con-
cerned for a moratorium for
two years on strikes and lock-
out. DBeing satislicd with the
vitrious reforms undertaken lor
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teacher's hunger strike, stu-
dents’ procession, Lerrorist
aclivities and some criticisms
against the Government. | did
nol come across a single item
by reading which | could feel
inspired or at least | won't get
frustrated. | don't belicve that
nothing good happened in
Bangladesh on 17th February
worth publication on the front
page of a newspaper. May be
the journalists of our country
have different {dea of measur-
ing importance of a news. [3ut
as an ordinary middlcaged citi-
zen of Bangladesh who loves
the country, | would like to sce
other eitizens of my mother-
land nol In despair. Like me,
thousands ol mothers dream
aboul their children's future to
be prosper and mcaninglul,
and notl In any other country,
but here in Bangladesh. And
for that we have to think in
positive  way, act in posilive

Wiy,
Munira Khan
Dhaka,

Harun-ur-Rashid's
MIS

Sir, Hlistory tells us that, in
order to get first hand Infor-
mation on the problems alMict-
ing his pcople, the legendary
ruler [larun-ur-Rashid uscd to
disguise himscll and mingle
with common pecople. We
know, from the many tajes that
have come down 1o us, how
cffective Lthis method was in
alleviating the miscries of the
general populace and keeping
them happy.

Many ol us would considcr
Harun-ur-Rashid's

‘Management Information Sys-
tem  (MIS] quaint and oul-
moded m today’'s world of
clectronie  tele-communfea-
tion. | beg to disagree. Even
toclay, despite the television
and the radio and Lthe newspa-
per, §s there a better way for
our leaders Lo get a feel for the
pulsc of the nation?

For obvious rcasons, il is
nol possible for our modern
lcaders Lo disguisc themsclves
and walk the streets of Dhaka.,
Our honourable leaders have,
of course, laken some sieps Lo
undcerstand the commonman’s
woces, Over Lhe pasl few years,
a number of them have mage it
a practice lo persanally Yeet
and listen to the gricvances of
the public,

Allhough an admirable un-
dertaking, no doubl, it is nol
possible for the entire clee-
lorale (o volee their feclings
on a onc-on-onc basis. If only
our cleeted representatives
would takc the time lo regu-

larly rcad the ncwspaper
columns, “Letlers Lo | the
Editor®, thcy would at lcasl

have a betler idea of the prob-
lems being faced by the clee-
loralte.

The Tunclign of the above
mentioned column is nol sim-
ply to give venl to onc's anger
and [rustration, but to atlract
the atlention of the roncerned
authoritics with a view to im-
proving the standard of living
of the public.

Il you think again, you may
well come lo the conclusion,
as | have, that llarun-ur-Rashid
was a lot smarter than many of
our so-called statesmen. s
MIS may have been primitive,

Mission's visit, Gandhi, on 26th April, 1942, remarked, ". . .We know what American aid

economic liberalisation by Dr
Monmohan Singh, & world
renowned ceonomist and the
Finance Minisier of India, the
World [Jank granted an imme:
diate loan lor 500 million US
dollars for the implementation
of those reforms. The Vice
President of World Bank Mr.
Wood remarked, "Changes
would fosier & very altractive
atmosphere for forcign and
domestic investment”.

Thc absence of previous
reluctance towards Amcrican
aid by India has encouraged
American Administration lo
stop military and economic aid
towards Pakistan in one pre-
text or other. Recently Pakis-
tan's Commandcr-in-Chiel ol
the army visited Washington
and tried his utmost to con-
vince pentagon for restarting
millitary help bul no tangible
results came out of the long

parley.
Success of US Foreign
‘ Policy

The dissolution of lormer
Sovict Union and the creation
ol fliflecen separate indepen-
dent stales, introduction of
market economy in all former
communist countries of Eas-
tern Europe, [renzied eflorts of
[Russia and other states of
farmer Sovielt Union for al-
tracting American companies
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1.76 amn. s lﬂl;?hﬂ

o daverling compound growth of
15.8 per coent.

Declaration of

Economic Growth
The Round's dobacke is oe-
rurring at a moment when -
nancial markcis have nover
been wobblicr, parinered by
tumbling growth rates, scen in
the national arcounts of six

major capilalist countrics. The

US cconomy. the worlds
biggest, is on Lthe Owvcr
the past iwo years it Erown

a minuscule 0.5 per eent. On
the budget side the govern-
ment is running a deficit of
350 hilhon dollars a ycar al a
uw whoen the fiscal acocicra-
tor s alrcady pressed o the
Noor,

Prospeets of a sustained re-
covery are almost nil because
of Lhe abscnee of buoyancy
factors in the international
ceonoimy. A quasi-permanent
depression in the world econ-
omy is global debt now hover-
ing around 30 trilllon dollars.
Indusirial cxcess capacity is
omnipresent, hitting around
20 por cont in OECD eountirics
comibiocd with sharp upsurgcs
In inventory, and a precipitous
drop in consumcr confidence
everywhere. For the third eon
sceullive year per capila in-
comws in Alrica and Lalin
Amcrica have not kept pace
with population growth. As
usual, the unemployed and the
marginalised in the Third
Weorld have ceased to be
ountod. ;

Mo be concluded tomorrow)

for Investment, undoubtedly,
prove Lhe success of American
lorcign aid and foreign policy
so long pursucd by wvarious
American administrations. It is
casily understood that America
and its allcs will never allow
lo fade away the success
achicved by them in Russia,
Eastern Europe, India and in
other parts ol the globe aller
ircless efforia since 1942 and
after an expenditure of billlons
af dollars. To retain these suc-
cesses they will divert a large
part of forcign ald and loan to
thoese countries. There cannol
be any doubt aboul it.

The commitment of aid al-
ready made to former states of
Sovict Undon by USA and its al-
lles confirm the trend. USA
has pledged 4.1 billion dollars
mostly in agricultural credits
including credit for food stufl.
The twelve EC nations in the
last Decemiber 260
millton US dollars in emer-
gency food shipment. Total
liritish atd 1s worth 144 mil-
lton US dollars. The Iltalian
State Export Croedit Insurance
Agency approved 1.25 billion
US dollars in export credits to
Russia. Japan pmgcﬂ 2.5 bil-
lilon US dollars in emergency
aid, of which 1.8 billon was to
ensurc exporl, import and
investment.

The above slatistics have
not included the loan and aid
given lo Easlern European
countries. Undcr Lhese cir-
cumstances the availability of
foreign aid and loan for
Bangladesh will nol be very
cneouraging and the condi-
tions which will be attached to
foreign aid and loan in future
may nol be accecptable for the
sake of our national
sovercignly. In that case we
need to be austere for our sur-
vival.

The author (s a [Jormer
Professor of Economics, Gout
City College. Chiltagong.
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but ft worked. Would that our
modcern leaders lake a leal out
ol his book!

Farah Imrana I lussain,
Dhanmondi. Dhaka.

No more chaos and

confusion

Sir, In Bangladcesh about
17.5 million pecople are
uncmployed but the fortunate
one aflter getting a job starts
doing ‘politics’ first them doing
the work he is empl for.
In mill and factory workers,
teachers, students nc is
busy with 'politics of demand'.
Spccially, as it seems, when
therc is any democratic gov-
crnment in power, everyone
wants to pull its leg.

First Awami league now the
major opposition . partic-
ipated in 1986 clection with
Jamat-c-Islami. Then, AL-
Presidential  candidate also
sought blessings of Golam
Azam. Ilow come AL becomes
the cRampion of so-called also
pro-libcration forces and in-
stigate pcople rather to create
chaos and confusion in the
country in the name of ‘trial by
the so-called people’'s court?
When there 1s an established
system of judictary fn the
countiry, the contemplation of
the so-call pecople’'s court is
lowering Lhe prestige of the
existing court of law,

Secondly, after 1975
changeover, AL participated in
subscquent all national elec-
tons. Even in 1986 they par-
ticipated in the clection under
Ershad bul at no point of time
there was any demand for
Repeal of Indemnity

Ordinance. Bul when they lost
in the 1991 election, they lost
all the issues and now Lhey
have started playing with
cheap sentiment to create only
more trouble in the country.

Iin 1971, at the age ol 20
years (of many like mc) we
supported the liberation
strugglc in the hope of a bright
futurc. We waited for another
three years for a ter and
safer future but ity belied
our hopes and aspirations.
Therealler, changeover come
in 1975 and pcople again
started hoping against hope for
a brighter and safer future, but
in void. Then came the
Ershadian cra.lle promised a
corruption [ree country and a
better future. The, result is
known to all —he has dc-
stroycd cverything. The average
age of a Bengall 1s only 50
ycars, and | am now 4] again,
like many other; if 1 am lucky
enough to live up to 50 years,
then 1 have only nine years left
to enjoy! But what?

1 would likc o appueal o all
concerned to work for a betler
future of the country and not
to make any chaos and confu-
sion in the country in the
name of anything. Our lifc is
short, but we have giganue
tasks to accomplish o improve
health, sanitation, standard of
education and to contain pop-
ulation and poverly we hawe o
do so much bul, of course, In
s0 less a time. So that the
problems do not oulgrow be-
yond our all capacity to ¢ffeet
any solution.

M Saleem Ulluh. Advocate
Motifheel, Dhaka.



