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Tumultuous Eeve-
nts Overshadow
Uruguay Round

| Devoid of transparency
and afMicted with bila-
teralism in the nego-
tiations, the Urugu-
ay Round of GATT

appears to be ge-
tting nowhere
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lEternalmnE!

|South African President

- FW de Klerk invites
whites to vote against
Conservative Party in
March 17 referendum.

Russia fears ethnic
| strife in Tartarstan
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Business

Commercialisation of
agriculture suggested
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Dhaka Day by Day
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Dhﬂku L}nn'vrnll}’ Cam-
pus where students fig-
ht for the rights of com-
mon people is not,
ironically, safe for
the public
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'NEWS BRIEES

2 rooms of Surjasen
Hall sealed

Two rooms of Surjasen Hall
of Dhaka University wecre
scalecd by the authoritics
Thursday night after an unto-
ward incident in the corridor
n f[ront of the rooms. lall
sourccs said that three resi-
dents of room 524 and 525 al-
lcgedly used f[ilthy language
towards (wo lady guesis while
they wcre passing by Lhe
rooms on way (o meet a rela-
tive al about 2 pm Thursday.
The hall authoritics scaled the
two rooms on recceiving a
compiaint about the incident.
One ol the three residents was
beaten up seriously by the gen-
cral siudcnts. Two others [led
the scene to avoid Lhe students
wrath, reports UNB.

5 killed as boat
capsizes

MAGURA, Mar 6 : Five pco-
ple, including four children,
were killed and 20 others
missing as an overloaded
enginc boat capsized Friday in
the river Babaganga ncar
Nahata, 15 km from here. The
boat with a 35-men capacity
was ecarrying a bridal party
comprising more than 50 pco-
El:cfmm Magura town Lo vil-

Moldi of Narail district. It

suddenly capsized at about 9
Fm. The deccased were {denti-
led as Shewli (12) of
Nadhurkhali upazila in
Faridpur district, and Mamta
(8), Sawpna Raha (5), Joyanta
diaha (7) and Benoy (5) of
Shivrampur of Magura
Municipal arca. The rest of the
passcngers swam ashore and
laler recovered the five bodics
which were brought 1o Magura
. Sadar llospital, reports UNID.

Sehri & Iftar timings

(For Dhaka)
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UNITED NATIONS, Mar 6 :
Secrclary-General  Boulros
Boutros-Ghali today called on
Myanmar lo ‘rectify’ policics
that causcd refugees to flood
into neighbouring Bangladcsh,
reports Rculter. _

In a cautiously-worded
statement rcleased through his
spokesman, the Secrelary-
. General sald he was ‘seriously
concerned' that the crisis
would ‘threaten the stability of
the region and incrcasc hu-
man su -

lle said he strongly hoped
Myanmar would take "all nve-
cssary action to rectify the
causcs of this situation’.

International reliel organi-
salion officials in Geneva fear
Myanmar was turning into a
‘killing ficld’ with its military
junta using horror tactics, in-

"COX'S BAZAR, Mar 6 : The
visiting representative ol ihc
Uniled Nalions High
Commissioner for Refugceces
(UNHICR) here today said that
Bangladesh was heading for a
"human disaster” {[ the current
ratc ofl Myanmar reflugee influx
al 5,000 a day continucd.

Aller visiting the Rohingya
refugees, Jamshid Anvar,
Director of the UNIICR's Asia
Burcau, said that it would be
impossible to deal with such
an cnormous dally influx in an
clicclive way.

Anvar, who arrived in the
country Tucsday on a six-day
trip, loday visited nine camps
in Cox's Bazar and Bandarban
districts which could provide

‘Dhaka fa

cluding murder and rapc, to
suppress or drive out rebel-
ltous national minorilics.

The officials said accounts
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Ghali : Concerned

' From Farid Hossain

sheliers to only three quarters
of more than 100,000 refugees
who fled Myanmar because of
ill treatment in their home-
land.
The UNHCR oflicial said "I
would like to appeal on behalfl
of the Iligh Commissioner to
the authorities of Myanmar to
lake steps Lo remove the
causcs forcing the people to
fice their home in such a big
number.”

Asked if Myanmar was vio-
lating the human rights, Anvar
safid "il the stories being told
by the refugees arc true, then
there is serfous ground to sup-
posc thal violation of human
rights is taking place.”

However, he added that

by relugees pouring Into
neighbouring countrics lefl 111-
tic doubt the Myanmar army
was cngaged in a concerted
campaign to climinale rcal or
polcntial opponents.

The office of the UN lligh
Commissioner for Refugees
[UNIICR) said the influx was
rcaching ‘dramaltic propor-
tions' with thousands crossing
the border datly.

UNB adds : The Myanmar
troops have ket loose an abso-
lute reign ol terror in the ¢n-
tire Arakan region, cvicting
the Rohingya Muslims from
their homes and hearths, ac-
cording to refugees who
crosscd into Bangladesh today.

Torture and persecution by
the Myanmar military junia
have been intensificd in 10 of
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ces human disaster’

there was no way to confirm or
deny the stories becausc of
lack ol access to Myanmar,
When asked about the con-
dition of the refugee camps, he
sald “"there is no guarantee that
we can prevent an epidemic.”
"Despite excellent job being
donc by the government medi-
cal wams, 1he Medigine Sans

- Fronticrs (MSF)! Rabita and

the Ganashasthya Kendro, we
may have to [ace an epidemic
because of the sheer number of
people and lack ol facilitics.”

[3ut there has not yet been
an oulbreak of cpidemic de
spite the overwhelming num-
ber, he said.

The UNIICR representative
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Rectify policies,
Ghali asks
Myanmar
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central office.

COX'S BAZAR, Mar 6 A
Myanmar dissident leader has
said that a military coup is
imminent in Yangon by officers
favouring restoration of
democracy.

Mra Raza Linn, President of
the National Democratic
Forces of Arakan (ND
interview with this correspon-
dent said that there could be a
coup any time because of grow-
ing differences within the mil-
itary junta.

She made the comments on
the basis of the reports from
the intelligence and pro-
democracy Myanmar olflicers.
Claiming that a split beiween
the junta lcaders Saw Maung
and Khin Nyunt — was grow-
ing, 'Both the generals were
issuing contradiclory statc-
ments,” she added.

The NDF lcader lives in the
jungles from where she lcads
the pro- democracy move-
ment. .

The NDF is one of the 23
organisations which formed
the Democratic Alltance of
Burma in November, 1988,
just after the present military

junta sclzed power,

The nulitar. has run the
country sinci ' o, {gnoring
people’s verdict 1 Lavour of an

alllance led by its lcader Nobel

Laurcate Aung'San Suu Kyl who

is now under housc arrest.
When asked how long they

F} in an_

By Nadeem Qadir

have to wail for [reedom, the
cver smiling Mra Raza said
"ume s needed,” and cited
Bangladesh as an example
which won independence aller
a long wail in 1971.

Mra Raza also hinted that
there was dissent in the mili-
Lary.

"The majority of the de-
[cnce forces support us and
they are slowly getling rest-
less. . . The cruplion is not far
away,” she said, adding that a
coup would have already taken
place il junta leader General
Saw Maung had not taken spe-

cial steps to monilor the
movemoent ol all Burmese na-
tionals.

She said the Intelligence
was very strong and had killed
scveral defenee officials who
attempted a coup recently.
She, however, could not spee-
ify exactl date.

"Tha Kyaw, a Nc¢ Win man,
lost to National League ol

Democracy (NLD) in the Moby

arca where Myanmar Alr and
Navy llcadquarlers are based,
and Lhal proves Lthat military
voted for democracy,” Mra
Revzar said.

She added that already a
large number of military ofli-
cers and soldiers had defeeted
to the dissidents’ side and they
would be able to achieve their
coals carly I the world com-
munily ‘lsolated’ Yangon

Dissident leader says .

Coup in Myanmar iraminent

diplomatically and cconomi-
cally.

Nec Win, Myanmiar's former
Prestdent, is widely believed to
be the power behind the junta.

Askcd aboul current Dhaka-
Yangon Ucs, Mma Raza said. "l
firmly belicve thal il the cur-
rent government is  Lruly
democralic and respecls hu-
man rights then # has to sup-
port us and also Aung San Suu
Kyt.”
The Dhaka government has
maintained silcnce on Aung
San's winning the prizc,
although the ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party has congratu-
lated her, ;

Aboul China, a closc ally of
Myanmar, she said "Democracy
will be eslablished there too as
NO ONC CAN SUPPICsSs any niiss
movement for long.”

On the current Muslim Ro-
hingya rcefugee problem in
Bangladesh, she sald it was
parl ol the blueprint by the
junta to "Myanmarise the
country to bury luture natonal-
{stic and dcmocrallc cam-
paigns.” i

“These people are also sup-
pressed like us but Rohingya
leadership sceems Lo be taking
the democratic movemenl on
a religious basis . . . muybe be-
causc they get funds from Lhe
Arab world,” Mra Rava sadd.

She sald some 1,000 of her
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Shootout on

DU campus

By DU Correspondent

Tension gripped the Dhaka
University campus yesterday as
thc armed workers BCL [ac-
tions ecngaged in shootouts fol-
lowing the suspcnsion ol AL
lcader Mostala Mohsin Montu.

Scveral rounds of gunshols
were fired and crackers wore
blasted in the evening by both
the groups crcaling pante
among the gencral studonts.

Montu is th& chicl the
party’'s youth [ront, 13angladesh
Jubo League,

The aclion was taken agai-
nst Montu, also the General
Scerctary of Dhaka District
Awami Leaguce, for his alleged
involvement in the killing of
the Chhatra League (S-A)
Organising Seccretary, Mani-
ruzzaman [Jadal, on last
January 9 on the DU campus.

According to a source, the
Montu-supported [action of the
BCL (S-A), known as the “third
world® group, tried to cnter
the BCL (S-A) strongholds —
Jagannath, Zahurul and Sali-
mullah halls. -

At that time, sporadic gun:
shots were  heard from the
Jagannath 11all, Dhaka Mcdical
College and Vice Chancellor's
1 lousc arcas,

At that time the JCD al-
lcgedly sheltered ‘third world’
groups and witnesses said
some JCD aclivisls had also
counterdd the shots by firing
around 20 rounds from the
Surja Scn all arcas.
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Montu-backers burning effigy of Amir Hossain Amu yesterday in front of Awani League

— Star photo

Montu supporters

burn Amu's effigy

Several hundred Awami
League aclivists yestcrday
staged a demonstralion in
front of the Awami League of-
fice protesling the suspension
of the party’'s central leader
Mostala Mohsin Montu, re-
ports BSS,

Demonstirators carrying
portraits ol Montu chanted
slogans accusing Awami League
lcadership [or the suspension
and demanded s immediate
withdrawal.

They also burnt an effigy of
Amir [Hossain Amu, Joint-
Sccretary of Bangladesh Awami
League.

Earlier, the supporters of
Montu in groups assembled In
front of the Awami Lecague cen-

tral office to show their
strength,
Awami Lecague Central

Working Committce Thursday
night suspended Mostala
Mohsin Montu, General
Scercetary of Dhaka District
unit of Awami League and
President of Awami Jubo
league, for what il said "anti-
party activilics.”

Slogan-shouling demonstra-
tors later paraded different
cily strecits and held a bricl
rally in front of the Jatiya Press
Chub.

Presided over by Jamal
Uddin Ahmed, Member of cx-
ccutlive commitice of Dhaka
distriel unit and a former MP,
was addressed among

others, by AKM Sailuddin
Ahmed, Organising Secretary,
district unit of the party.

Spcakers at the rally
tlermed the suspension a,
"planned conspiracy™ and al-
lcged that the “intriguers”
within the Awami League had
donc this "undemocraltic” acl.

The speakers lauded the
conlribution of Montu to
Awami League and demandced
the withdrawal of suspension
order within seven days.

Thirty office- bearers and
members of the executive
commiltec of Awami Lcague
Dhaka district unit, in a joint
statement yesterday expressed
resentment over the suspen-
sion of Montu and issuance of
show cause notice on him.

They said Shamsuddoha
Khan Majlis, President ol
Awami League Dhaka district
unit, at the dictate ol some”
conspirators” within the party
had placed certain "baseless
allegations™ against Montu be-
fore the Awami League Central
Committee.

Signalorics to Lhe slale-
ment. include Munsi Abdul
Aziz, Vice-President, A K M
Saifuddin Ahmed , Organising
Sccrelary, Abdul Jabbar,
OfMfice- Secrclary, Nur Moh-
ammad Sharifi, Education and
Cultural Sceretary, Sheikh
Siraj, Social Wellare Seerctary
and Advocate Abul Kalam,
Treasurcer, of Dhaka disLA L

A |
MOSCOW, Mar 6
Azcrbafjani President Ayaz
Multalibov submitted his resig-
nalions o the parllament of
the former Soviet rcpublic
during an extraordinary
session in Baku today, the
Interfax news agency said,
rcporis AFP,

Inlerfax did not say (il
Mutalibov's resignation had
been accepled.

Mutalibov has been under
pressure Lo resign because of

his handling of the situation in
the disputed enclave of
Nagomy Karabakh.

"Tens of thousands of
demonstrators massed around
the Azerbajjani parliament to-
day demanding Mutalibov's
resignation and tougher action
against Armenian nationalists
in Nagorny Karabakh.

- The prolcstors, supporters
ol the Nationalist Opposition
Popular Front, are angered by
the recent gains made by
Armenians in the armed con-
flict in Nagorny Karabakh be-
tween Muslim Azeris and the
cnclave’'s Christlan Armenian
majorily.

The Azerbaljani parliament

called an cmergency session
Thursday (o discuss the crisis.

Mcanwhile in Yerevan, ac-
cording o Armenian military
sources, (wenly-seven people
were .killed and® dozens
wounded as Azerbaijani forces
backed by armoured vehicles
caplured the Armentan village
of Kazanchi in Nagorny
Karabakh today.

The fale of more than 100
other inhabitants of the village
ncar Mardakert, in the north
of the embattled enclave, was
unknown, the sourecs said.

The village, under attack for

the past lwo days, was overrun
by scveral hundred Azerbaijani
fighters backed by a dozen
heavy armoured vehicles and
aboul 20 troop transporters,
Lhey added.

The Russian Information
Agency in Moscow said earlier
that 26 people; 15 Armenians
and 10 Azcris, had been killed
during an attach on Kazanchi
on Thursday, with [ighting
continuing Friday.

According to another re-
port, Azerbaljani troops backed
by Lanks and armourcd wvehi-
cles launched a large-scale of-

[ensive against Armenian fight-
ers in Nagorny Karabakh on

the same day, members of the”
asscmbly in the enclave's capl-
Lal said.

The offensive began around
1:00 pm (100 GMT) and was
launched rom the Azerbaijani
town of Agdam, on the border
with Nagorny Karabakh, said
deputies ol the asscmbly in
Stepanakcert, capiital of the
Armenian enclave.

Azcrbatjani forces werce
headoed 1owards Lhe JArnwnian
villages of Askcran and
Nakhichevanik in the cast ol

president bows to pressure, quits

Nagorny Karabakh, which fis
claimed by both Arnwnia and
Azerbaijan, the deputics sadd.
At Jeast six hcavy tanks, 20
armourcd vchicles and mwre
than 1,000 roops wcere in-
volved in the allack, they said.
Armenian fighter were holding
their positions but had sul-
fercd hcavy casualiics, the
Stepanakert depulics said.
Nagorny Karabakh is focated
within Muslim Azcrbaijan but

most of its 1 80,000 residents |

arc Christian Armcitans. The
four-year conflict has lcll an
estimated 1,600 people dead.
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A Star Commentary

March 7, 1971 was muore
Uuan just a day. It marked a wa-
tershed in the history of
Iatiadesh, with [Bungabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Habnwan deliv-
cring a speech which ended
with the declaration, "The
siruggle this tinme is for our
freedeom, the siruggle this
tine I8 for mdepeodenee”.

Rarcly had a puoople been
shown the lkely dircetion of
twir history, in so few a word,
as Lhose uttered by Mujib 0 a
twu milllon strung audience.
And the people, nwved by Lhe
power and sense of conviction
und destiny inherent in the
spoceh, never looked back.

¢ From wday, The Dadly Star's
aceount ' of those tumultuous
days of March 1971 moves lo
puge B, beginning with the full
lext of the Race Course
spoech. ’

From Llomorrow, the
I istoric March serfes will re-
madn in ils expanded form on
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AL observes

historic 7th

March today
By, Staff Correspondent

The Awami League (AL)
holds a discussion meetling In
obscrvance of historic 7th
March at 3 pm loday at the
central office of the party.

AL Chief and Leader of the
Opposition in Parllament
Sheikh [lasina will preside
over the meeting.

According to a press re-
lease, AL will hoist both the
nalional and ‘party (lags at the
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Kamal refuses to
back out from
Democratic

Forum

By Nurul Kabir

Despite repeated insistence
from the party top brass in-
cluding Sheikh’ Hasina, Awami
League leader Dr. Kamal
Hossain has refuscd to back
out [rom his rolc in organising
the ‘controversial' Bangladesh
Democratic Forum.

When his attention was
drawn to a UNB slory rcicased
last night that he had aban-
doned the forum, he told The
Daily Star, This is an utter lie.'

At a special Presidium
meeting yesterday morning at
the AL chief Shefkh Hasina's
Minto Road residence, the AL
presidium leaders requested
Dr Kamal to abandon his idea
of the proposed [orum in view
of the consensus of the just-
concluded three-day exiended
meceting of the party meeting,
sources said.

Chaired by Sheikh Hasina,
the presidium meeting was
attended by Dr Kamal Hossain,
Abdus Samad Azad, Abdul
Mannan, Zillur Rahman,
Salauddin Yousuf and Sajeda
Chowdhury. | '

Dr Kamal argucd that as the
forum was not a political party
so he like any other party
member, could associate him-
scil with any socio-cultural or-
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Ramzan begins
today

The holy month of Ramzan
begins today (Saturday) with
the sighting of the new moon
friday cvening In different
parts of the country, reports
UNI3.

Devoled Muslims all over
the country will observe fast
from dawn to dusk during the

holy month and seeck mercy
and forgivencss of the
Almighty Allah.

Ramzan, the holiest month
of lalamic calendar, is treated
as the month of restraint, ab-
stincnee, lolerance and sell-
control.

Restuurants and other eat-
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