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A Lesson from Manila for Bangladeshi Women | Where the Tortured Get
the Inspiration to Live

permission.

The new act not only does
away with these invidious re-
strictions but also provides for
a number of affirmative actions.
Now, under the Women in
and Nation-
Bufiding Act, the female popu-
lation will have, at least in
principle. “equal access®™ to
government and non-govern-
mental fons. and will
be admitted to all military
schools. At the same lime,
government agencies are di-
rected to review and revise all
regulations and procedures (o

remove any sex bias. Wait.
There's a bit more. Under the

Act. a portion ol foreign assis-
tance will be diverted to
women's organisations Lo set
up income-generating pro-

jects, especially in rural arcas.

We have quoted from the
Act at some length in the hope
that a couple of women MPs in

whom | know per-
sonally (and who. so | hope,
read this cohumn) will get to-
gether to prepare a private
member's bill, along the lincs

of the Philippines one, for the -

next Jatiya Sangsad session.
When they need more informa-
tion on the move or the full
text of the Act. they can com-
municate with Senalor
Santanina Rasul, one of the two
authors of the bill.

What more can The Daily
Star do to help? Pay for the
round-trip to Mantla for an in-
terested Bangladeshi woman
MP for a briefing from Senalor
Rasul? Meet the bill for a 30-
minute long distance phone
call? nise a seminar in
Dhaka and invite the Filipino
Scnalor as a resource person?

Well, anything is possible.

What we can guaranice s a
front- report in the Star,
with a fairly large heading.
when the Bangladeshi version
of the "Women in Development
and Nation-building Bill" is

moved at the Jatltya Sangsad,

ESPITE the bobst given
Dtn their position by the
new Acl, women in the

Philippines continue to face
other — and more ted
— problems which cannot be
tackled through straight-for-
ward legislations.

In this predominantly
Catholic country. the hold of
the Church over the nation has
made divorces particularly dif-
ficult — nearly impossible.
without the explicit permis-
ston of the Vatican — which
means that couples can legally
scparate, lake new spouscs Lo
ltive with. have children but

ter. Some would say. the situa-

ton varies from one couple o
another, depending on indi-
vidual understanding or on the
legal and Anancial safeguards a
common law wile secures [rom
her “husband™ who, in all prob-
ability. maintains a legally mar-
rfed wife and children by her
somuewhere else. On balance, It
is a lotally untenable situation.

We  felt great admiration for
the prufu-ht role played by
the Philippines Church during
the anti-Marcos movement
some six years ago. One only
wishes that it would now take
up a reformist position on such
issues as divorces and [amily
planning. True, without the
approval ol the Vatican, it can
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eventually face enormous and
often heart-breaking social and
family problems. The practice
is too widespread, involving
thousands of families, to get
much attention from the soct-
ety. Having known many such
cases in the Philippines, dur-
ing my stay in Manila in the
late seventies, | am aware of
the affect of such a situation on
children who are sometimes
unsure about their own family
names, nol to mention of their
inheritance. About the position
ol what is called the "common
law wife” and of her long-term
security. the less said the bet-

hardly do much on its own,
However, it can follow the ex-
ample of a number of South
American Catholic countries
where the Church has been
relatively independent on so-
cial issues, often to the dismay
of the Pope.

Being Catholic. successive
Filipino presidents, including
Ms Aquino, have been some-
what defensive in their rela-
tionship with the Church. Will
it make much difference if the
next president is Fidel Ramos,
a Protestant? Will a wind of
change then start blowing

through the Church in the

Philippines? It will be a devel-
opment worth waiting for

S we all know, some
rom lﬁrwnll experi-
i dim:nnlnlunn

lpuut women — or what we
describe as sex bias — is not
confined to developing coun-
tries alone. Women In indus-
trialised countries fall victims
to practices which are obvi-
ously more subtle and. the-
refore, less open than what
one finds In a developing
country

Much has been writien erit-
ically in both Japan and South
Korea about the position of
women in these two developed
countries. Sadly enough., many
women in these nations, not o
mention China or Taiwan, put
up with some of the existing
discriminatory practices as
part of their cultural htr!lllt
or, o usec a lcss
guagr, a uyul'lﬁin

A friend of mine. working
for an international organisa-
tion in Tokyo, found it difficult
o stop his Japanese woman
assislant. also an executive,
[rom making his morning tea,
a job that used to be done by a
young boy ol the oflice canteen
before the Japanese assistant
had arrived.

Then. one day the Japancse
woman confided to my friend
that in making the morning

tea for her male co . she
was only lollowing an old prac-
tice. In many Japanesc oflices,

especially in the private sec-
tor, this chore was carried out
by women, even {f they too
were executives like their
male colleagues whom they
"served”. | put it all in past
tense in the hope that this
practice has now ceascd, with-
ou!l causing much damage to

Wil any of these women MPs at the Jatiya Sangsad move a bill to give our female
population a stronger role in development and get a frontpage story in The Daily Star?

MPs; A Need for a Reformist Catholic Church;
and nghter Side of Life at the UN

tmiolable Ja heritage.

A stall journal of a UN
» agency. based in an Euro J:e
capital, once published an
imaginary cmhnmtlun plece
on how a secretary, a woman of
course, would answer phone
calls and how her replies
would vary, in tone and con:
tents, il her boss was a man or
happened to be another
woman. Examples:

The caller, "May | speak 1o
Mr Smith?*

Secretary, "Mr Smith (s at
a meeting just now. But he will
certainly call unu back [f you
please leave your ;

Caller, 'Hny I speak to
Miss Jones?”

Secretary. "Miss Jones Is
not in her room. In fact. she
hasn’'t been in the whole
morning.”

Caller, "How and when can
I reach Miss Jones™

Secretary. "No idea at all
Sorry.”

Caller, "May | speak to Mr
Ahmed?”

Secretary. "Mr Ahmed (s
out of town. In fact, he Is al-
tending a World Bank meeting
in Washington. | am sending
him a Jax ioday. So, {f you leave
your number, he will call you
back. {f you have something
important to talk about. He will
be very busy durtng his stay in
Washington.”

Caller, "Well, then, may |
speak to Mrs Thomson?*

Sccretary. "Sorry, she (s
ont leave. | believe, she (s ex
pecting her third child. She
won’'t be back to work for an
other month*

And so it goes on.

A woman executive is “oul
shopping”. while her male
counterpart, is "busy at a
meeting”: a woman boss is in
the washroom but the male of-
ficer is tied up with a visitor:
and while the secretary has no

idea of the next week's sched-

ule of her woman boss, “there
is no problem about getting an
appointment with the man she
works for.”

Here's what we might call
the tail plece about women in
UN.

After putting in ten years in
onc job. a woman executive
was looking for a promotion in
her grade. It went to a younger
male colleague who had put in
only four years.

womane went lo her
boss and asked. "What hap-
pened to my ten years?”

"Your ten years?” asked the
boss. "Your ten years i{s one

_ year repeated ten times.”

A good answer. Bul. then.
you can say that about lots of
people in the United Nations
system, regardless of their
gender.

HIS t littlie book
that the stories of
eight successful prim-

ary schools of Bangladesh

should be highly appreciated
both for its form and content.
The author and his sponsors,
the Directorate of primary
education and UNICEF.
deserve our special thanks for
presenting to the readers such
a well-intentioned book just at
the moment when the
government has launched the
programme of Compulsory

Primary Education [CPE).

The author has selected
eight primary schools [rom
various parts of the country in
widely varying geographical
settings. At the one extreme,
there is the story of one school
in a thickly populated area of
metropolitan Dhaka. mostly
inhabited by a middle and up-
per middle class population,
while, at the other extreme,
there is the account of another
school in a tribal village in the
hill district of Bangladesh
where most people live below
the level. But in spite
of outward differences, all the
schools described in the book
have some specialities of their
own which distinguish them
from others of their kind.

The purpose behind narrat-
ing the stories of these schools
is to show how the combincd
efforts of the community and
the teachers have enabled
these schools to grow and de-
velop, improve steadily the
standard of education and re-
duce the rate of dropout. All
the schools described in this
book are government schools.
But the funds provided by the
Government have not been ad-
equate to meet all the re-
quirements of a growing
school s to maintain a
desirable standard. Every
school, as a rule, has a
Managing Committee (SMC)
and a Parent-Teachers
Association (PTA) respectively
to manage the affairs of the
school and to look after its
welfare. Whatever success the

STORIES OF SCHOOLS

malcrials and money from the
local community and benevo-

lent organizations colleeted in
varivus ways have supple-

mented the Government grant
to make up the inadequacy of
funds. Efforts have been made
to draw children from the en-

Ure community and to retain
them in the school. Special

hclp have been given to the
poor. The schools. have en-
gaged themselves in various
income-earning projects like
poultry farms, vegetable gar-
dens and, wherever possible,
cooperative stores.

The teachers also have
played a great role in raising
the standard of education in
these schools. Their efforts
have been directed in various
creative ways to build im-
Emvtmd laboratories and mini-

braries and to organtze vari-
ous co-curricular activities
which have attracted students
to schools. They have also
helped students by givin
them free coaching beyo

school hours. In many cases.
teacher have been selected for
appointment from the local
community and  their emo-
tional attachment to their
schools have Inspired them to
put in some extra labour for
the benefit of the students.

Local youths have also been
encouraged to work as parl-
time weachers and as subsii-
tutes for absentee teachers.

The students of these schools
have found pleasure in attend-
ing their classes as the teach-
crs have been helpful and
sympathetic. The environ-
ments of the schools have been
attractive and the academic
atmosphere conductive to
learning, Students have devel-
oped an optimistic attitude

.and have looked forward to a

better future.

The book under review can
ofler lessons for other schools
which work wunder similar
conditions, but have not been
equally successful for lack of
efforts or initiative. What some
schools have done under cer-
tain conditions, other schools
also can do under similar con-
ditions.

=

Excellently produced, pro-
fusely illustrated and written.
in a pleasant style, the book
breathes a warm feeling for our
young children on whose
proper education the future of
the country ultimately de-
pends. This case s is, no
doubt, an important addition
to the very limited stock of lit-
erature on education of the

country especially in Bangla.
The author must be congratu-
lated for undertaking the work
and the sponsoring agencies

AMADER SKUL (OUR SCHOOL) : By Mahfuz
Ullah. Published by the Directorate of Primary
Education, Bangladesh, with the assistance of
1 UNICEF, October 1991.

for encouraging such a venture.
It is expected that this collab-
orative partnership will be an
exemplar for producing such
useful materials on different
aspects of education. We wish a
wide circulation of the book
among the public. particularly
among thosc who are actively

concerned with the running of
primary schools — education
officials, teachers. guardians
and members of the school

commitiees.

The column WRITE TO
MITA Is held up for
next week due to
unavoidable

circumstances. |

Jeff Silverstein writes from London

In the last decade torture has been a feature of life in 96 countries — more than half
the countries in the world. Since 1985 a foundation for the care of victims has been
operaling in London. Last year il tended 1,000

to Britain — and that number is

from 35 countries who
to double this year, Many novel

and treatments are employed to work toevards creative rehabilitation. Gemini News

Service reports on the remarkable work of the foundation.

F1LER Ocak's loriur-
E ers were carclul not
to leave any physical
scars, but the mental anguish
causcd by her ordeal In a
Turkish prison is wrilien all
over her .
On February 1981 in the
middie of the night, Ocak and
her husband, Mahmut, baoth

j.--"

That humber is experted 1o
doubic this year as lorturc ron-
tinucs to be earried out —
whether Lo inlimidate political
dctainees or Lo punish con-
victed criminals.

According to human rights
groups, the record Is damning
and shamefal. Amnecsiy
International belicves torture

This drawing was made by a victim of torture at a
rehabilitation centre in Copenhagen.

Kurds, were arrested in
Turkey for belonging to an il-
lcgal kefi-wing organisation.

For the next 51 days, the
couple were stripped naked
and beaten in front of cach
other daily. The mecthods var-
fed — sometimes it was clee-
tric shocks, often it was [alaka
[bealing with a slick on the
soles of the feet).

Occastonally ft was high
pressure hosing with cold wa-
ler, Once cach as subjected Lo
a mock cxccution, The result :
Ocak's [irst and only pregnancy
miscarricd.

With her husband still in jail
serving a life sentence, for the
ncxt eight years Ocak was re-
pecatedly detained and interro-
gated by the police.

Dcsperale lo escape. she
bribed a policeman for a pass-
port and last ycar [led to
L.ondon where she is Lrying lo
picce her life back together at
Britain's only medical centre
to help victims of torture.

Since 1985,
Foundation for the Care ol
Victims of Torture has seccn
hundreds of severcly tortured
men, women and cven chil-
dren — victims of the world's
crucllest regimes.

In_ its [irst ycar the
Foundation saw 75 palients.
[.ast ycar, it cared [or morc
than 1,000 rcfugeces [rom 35
countries who fled to Britain.

the Medical »

was a fcalure of lic in 96
counirics during Lthe Eightics
— more than hall the countrics
of the world.

In the casc of Turkey, the
group belicves thal over a
quarter of a million peoplc
have been arrested on political
grounds since 1980 and al-
most all have been tortured.

The Foundation's tcam of
surgcons, psychiatrists, social
workers and other heallh pro-
lessionals have, over the years,
developed a holistic approach
to healing the mental and
physical scars ol lorlurc.

Mrector Helen Bamber,
who previously worked in the
medical section of Amncesty
International, said ;1 "What we
do here is look al the whole
person,. Were not just looking
at a broken body."

Standard trcaiments Hke
psycholhcrapy, physiotherapy
and gcncral medicine have
been combined with ploncer-
ing mcthods using music, art,
cookery and massage to com-
bat the mcmories of torture
and empowcr pecople to be
their former sclves.

Bambcer added @ "1 don't be-
lleve you can actually erasc the
memory of torture, but | think
you can work lowards a cre-
ative rchabililation. It is the
long-lerm psychological carc
that is the most difficult of all
ol addrcss.”

Tom Landau, a doctor al the
Foundation. whe has scen
hundreds of Turkish Kurds
and documented their injurics,
cxplained : "One of the prob-
kems we have hore is what we
are doing ten't In the Llext-
hooks.

“There arc an cnormous
number of different mcthods
of torture, some of which pro-
duce standard results, many of
which produce nothing. This Is

psychological damage while
lkaving no scars.”

lLandau added : “Certiain
scars arc very characteristic,
ke cigarctic burns, or crush-
ing injurics. What we are Lrying
io do 1s build up a casc and
corroborale the patient's his-
tory fof torture] with the type

of findings.”
Like many Foundation
tients, Ocak is hoping f::

Homte OMice will rn-un-idcf

her application for political
asylum ‘after sceing the
Foundation's 1indepecndent

modical report documenting
her injurics resulting from
loriure.

Shc has been refused per
mancnt asylum and insicad has
been given what is ealled ex-
ceplional leave o remain,
meaning that her case must be
reviewed annually.

To gain asylum, the Dritish
Ilome Office requires proeol
that a pcrson is in danger of
persecution because of his/her
religion, race, political opinion
or sorial group.

Some palicnis have had 1o
wail for up to Iwo years before
the Home Oflice decides
whether they qualify for
reflugee siatus. [Jut in several
cascs, Foundation medical re-
poris have cither persuaded
the Home Office Lo grant pohit-

ical asylum or rvconsider the
application ol those lacing
"removal.”

As a result eof the
Foundation's success, more

and more lawyers are

their clients there as poli
asylum becomes more difficult

to get in Britain,

For many u:-nu however,
the lvnglh o asylum pro-
cedure and lh-t unn:rtllni]r of
their status is like a continua-
tion of the torture. Ocak said :
“The llome Office does not be-
lleve me. This makes me very
angry. | haven’t found any
happiness in this country, but
al lcast | know the police will
nol come looking for me at
night.”

In spite of the extra strain,
the Foundation has become
somecthing of a family home,
offering its patients a leeling of
sccurity.

Although no one actually
lives al the centre, it helps pa-
tients find accommodation and
rceunilec their families. "They
musl know they safe and have
more Lthan a brief haven here,”
onc Foundation psychiatrist
said, :

An cast Alrican who was
caught up in a web of tribal and
political tension and torturced
for months on end, said :
"Physically and mentally 1 was
a broken man when 1 arrived
in Britain. The Foundation has
Iglwzn me the inspiration to

ve.”

JEFF SILVERSTEIN (s a
Canadian [reelance journalist.

(Continued from page 9)

Tadzik Academy of Scicnce. |
was intrigued indced that
Buddhism had travclied so far
north and wesl.

The "Walking [3uddha” camc
from Thafland. It was 220 cm.
of the 14 century AD., of
bronze. Il was a gorgcous man-
ifestation of the Sukhotht
School of ArtL.

Also from the Far Easl was
the standing Avalokilcsvara,
now in Paris. It was a statuc of
an ascclic of 10th century A.D.
and it was ol the Banlcay
style of Khmer Art.

Another absorbing ‘display
was Lhe "Fulurc DBuddha”
shown as culling his hair. It
was 11th to 12th cenlury in
situ and 110 cm. licre the [fig-
ure was scaled, in the
ldnmlnlinc posc, with his

bod llighll?!l bcnt in culling
hilhllrwi a sword. It was
from the Anand Temple in
Burma.

From Burma also camc the
delincation of ecight great
evenis in Buddha's life from
Upali, Durma. It was of Lhe
11th to 12th century A.D. and
was 12.7 em in height. It was
at the Pagan Muscum. The
small highly carved statuc was
d inspired the east-
ern Indian school of Pala Art.

Another interesting and de-
lightful picce was Lhe .
tion of Buddha on Kanishka
relic casket. From Shah-§i-ki-
Dehri, Peshawar, Pakistan, it
was in bronze and 19.3 em and

Smci.

The Impact of Buddha

of the 2nd ecntury A.D. It is
now found at the Peshawar
Muscum. The piclure por-
trayed a relic caskel with a lid,
with Buddha scated on a lotus
pedestal. At the side there
were worshipping DBrahma and
Indra gods. The conlainers
showed wavy classical garland,
with standing [ligurc of
Kushana monarch in the mid-

dle, flanked by the Sun god
and the Moon god.

The dclineation of a wall

inlingn Irom China showed

ying “devia’ or "apsara® in
burnt sicnna. There were two
other wall paintings from the
same place, onc depicting the
life story of Buddha in bluc,
red and green. The last
showcd Buddha preaching in

it

Some other exhibits at the poster display

brown and bluc.

Added to the depiction of
statucs, rclics and paintings
were the photographs of the
Buddhist architecture in Mon-
golia, Tibet, Nepal, Victnam,

Thafland, Kampuchia, Indo- -

ncsia, Durma, Sri Lanka and

Bangladcesh.

Talking to Mr Borua , chicl
cditor of the 3SS, and an con-
ligchtened Buddist, about his
opinfon of the exhibition and
1o learn more aboul tLhe

* Buddhist culture in DBang-

ladesh, | gathcred that Sir
Mortimer Whecler, looking al
the Mahavira al Paharpur had
sald Lthat it was “the excile-
ment of a voice of discovery”,
According to a historian, a
lemple [Borbodoor in Java,
Indoncsia, is bascd on Lhis BLh
century monastery. | learnt
from Mr. Borua that UNESCO
is working at Paharpur and al
Khulna. Japan, and has given a
sizcable grant for this loo.
Discussing the Mainamati
Salvan Vihara which isonna 11
mile long range of hillocks,
Mr. Dorua said that many of the
sites had not been excavaled as
yel in that arca. lle was refer-
ring to the Triraina Stupa and
the Ananda Vihara. | learnt
that while the Mainamall ex-
cavalions began in the 80's Lhe

' Pnhuwr excavalion was being
do

the Biritish in the pre-

partition time .As for Mahas-

than, which is a confluence of
many cullurcs, as Mr [orua

cxplained, of Buddhism,
llinduism and Islam, the sight
is 2000 years old. lle regretied
that the Pandit Vihara in

Chittagong was onc ol the

biggesl Buddhist universities ol
ancient times and has not yet
becn excavaled,

Talking aboul the Buddhist
communily in Bangladcsh he
explained thalt they were
mainly conccentrated in [ive
districts — Chittagong, Chitta-
gong l1ill Tracts, Comilla, parts
of Noakhali and Patuakhall. Mr
Borua said that many were the
decedents of the 16th eentury
Burmese of the Arakancse
sysicm. lle said that there
were 500 Buddhist temples In
Bangladesh, wilth three in
Dhaka alone. lle said that the
sacred ashes of Atish Dipankar
Srijnmal a Bengali saint and
philosopher of 10th century
AD who lived in Tibet for 13
years are al the Kamalapur
temple. It was gift from the
people of China.

Aboul the Shilpakala Aea-
demy exposc Mr. [lorua com-
mented that it showed well
how the Buddhist Art had been
assimilated in the local style in
different parts of Asia and it
showed the rich diversity of
Buddhist images. “The Pakis-
tani Buddha image had the
Gracco-Roman  beauty while
the Chinese and DBurmese
images were quite different.”



