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Human rights abuse in Tibct

UN commission fails
to criticize China

GENEVA, Mar 8 : The UN

Hﬂ:‘ Commission
m ed China a

ts abuses in China and
reports AFT, .

Aler a long dchbate, (he
commission opled 27-15 with
10 absicntions nol o vole on
the resolution, which was

sponsored by the West and
Japan

The rs, afler scveral
days ol discussions, had
accepled a revised resolution

proposcd by the United States

on Lthe sfluation in China and
Tibet.

It mentioned not only the
human rights vielations in

Satyajit develops
breathing

problems

CALCUTTA, Mar 5 : The
conditions of [(ilm maker,
Satyajit Ray was causing con-
cern Wednesday alier he
devcloped breathing problems,
according to a medical bullctin
jssued by his personal physi-
efan, Dr K B Bakshi, rcports
PTI.

Dr Daskhi and a team of
doctors wore allending on Ray
and all avenucs In lalcst modcs
of treatment were being
explored In consultation with
experis at bolth home and
abroad, 11 said.

Scvenly-year-old Ray has
been in a city nursing home
since the end of January aller
he developed cardiae problems
and resullant complications.

FLREEERY

Tibet but thosc reporied In
China as wull.

llowever, mosl Lhird world
countrics considered Lhat the
resolution could have casl
doubl on Tibel's attachment to
China, and thus China’s
sovercignty and territorial
tn .

mﬂuﬁt’m assurances from the
spansors thal this was not the
case, the majority voled for a
Pakistani moelion that the reso-
lution not be put to a volc,

US dclegate Kenneth
Blackwcll said the resolution
refllected “our concern over
the persistent, scrious viola-
tons of human rights through-
out China, including Tibel.

"It In no way questions the
Chinesc sovcreignly over Tibef.
The US accepls thal Tibel is
part of China,” he said.

But Chincse dcelcgale Fan
Cuoxiang said the rcsolution
was aimed, under the guise of
human rights, at supporting a

small group of scparalist
Tibetan exiles who wantcd to

scparate Tibet from China's
and “underminc Chincsc
sovercignty.”

The delegate of Portugal,
which holds the rotating
Europcan community prcsi-
denecy, noted that China had
been criticized last August by
the UN human rights sub-
commission for its repression
of Tibel

The situation has worscnod,
and Deljing has been regularly -
accu by UN rapporticurs ol
torture, summary cxcculions
and forced disappecarances,
said the PMortugucse delegate,
who said hc was speaking for
the EC.

Fire claims 22 in Bangkok: i swept

through a small cardboard box factory in Bangkok carly
yesterflay killing 22 workers, Rcuter reports from Bangkok.

Wilncsses said the firc started on Lhe ground floor of the
three-storcyed ‘'shophouse,’ trapping 19 male and three fe-
male workcrs slecping on the upper Noors.

Shophouscs small [aclorics combined with residential
bufldings arc common through Bangkok.

Police said scven workers escaped death because they
were oul ealing when Lhe fire started.

]

uake hltS Il‘an: Al lcast six people were
kilied and 50 injured in an carthquake which hil_iwo citics
and mountain villages in southwest Iran, the Iranitan News
Ageney IRNA reported yeslerday, Reuter says from Nicosia.

Rescucrs were working non-stop to Lry (o reach vietims
buricd under rubbie and debris caused by Wednesday aficr-
noon's quake which measured 4.9 or the open-ended Richter
scalc, IIRNA said.

The ageney said at lcast 291 houses were destroyed by the
tremor which struck the cities of Ardal and Lordegan, 459
km (280 miles] South West of Tchran.

IRNA, reeetved in Cyprus, said the full extent of casualiies
and damage was not yct known because some villages in the
quake arca were cul off by landslides.

Kuan for peace in South Asia: 1«

Kuan Yew. former Prime Minister and architcet of modern
Singapore, called on Wednesday for peace in South Asia to
spur cconomic growth, rcports Reuter from Islamabad.

Lee said in a speech Lo senior Pakistan government ofli-
cials thal "decp-scaled” confllicts had dampened growth in
South Asia whilc East Asia and Southcast Asia made progress,

He urged South Asian countrics to adopt “a policy of live
and lct fve. That will be beneficial and will expedite growth®,

Lec fa visiling Pakistan. lle said the South Asian countrics
must creale conditions Lo atiract forcign investment.

- o
UN commission slates Iran: .
United Natfons’ human rights watchdog condemned Iran on
Wednesday for grave human rights violations, especially the
excessive usc ol the death penally, reports Reuter from
Geneva,

The UN lluman Rights Commission adopted a western-
sponsorcd censurc motion by 22 votes to 12, with 15 absten:
tions. Iran's ncighbour, Iraqg, was among thosc who supported
thc motion.

The resolution expressed ‘deep concern’ at continuing re-
ports of human rights violations in lran, and at discrimination
ol rcligious minoritics, including Baha'ists.

According to an official UN rcport last month, there were
884 rcporicd cxccutions in Iran belween January 1 and
December 7 last ycar, most of them for drug traflicking bul
many for olfcnees of a political nature.

Six killed in Bombay clash: iiunirds

of policemen wearing bullet-proof jackets exchanged gunfire
"l"l'.lurs;::':y ?'irlrjih MITFCHM sikln;ﬂllanlu in a shantytown aller
overnight ng lefll six cad, police said, reports AP
from Bombay. S B B .M

Sikh militants, lighting for an indcpendent nation in
Punjab stalc, have oficn slage attacks in ncarby states, but
they have rarcly operated in places as far away as lombay.

The cily, India’'s largest and the capital of the western
state of Maharashira, is 1,250 kilomcters (775 miles) south-
west of MPunjab.

A Bombay police control room spokesman said four mili-
tants, onc policc constable and one resident of the Bhandup
slum in casicrn Bombay were killed in the gun battle. lle said

KOZLU, Turkey : Survivors of the fire-damp explosion in the Kozlu mine in the Black Sea

province of Zonguldak look concern. At least 340 miners are still reported

trapped

underground after the explosion which has killed at least 102 men and injured 87 others.

— AFP/UNB Photo

102 killed in
Turkish mine

blasts

KOZLU, Turkey, Mar 5:
lope wans among rescue
workers on W as Lhoy
struggicd 10 reach more than
340 miners trap undcr-
ground by two firc-damp ex-
plosions that killed al least
102 men and injured 87, re-
poris AFP,

A total of 343 mincrs were
still trapped in shafts about
560 meiers  below’ ground
where the double explosion
ocenrred Iate Tucsday.

"There 1s no longer any
hope for Lthosc remaining,” a
discouraged rescuc  worker
sald alier retuming o the sur-
facc.

“There is almost no hope
that any of the trapped miners
will come oul alive,” said an

CNEINCCT.
total of 552 mincrs woere

reporicd missing following the
explosions,

Mideast peace talks end

WASIIINGTON, Mar §:
Midcast peace talks arc over—
al least for now— with Arabs
and Israclis in wide disagree-
menl over Palestinian sell-rule
and all other kcy issucs. There
is still no agreement even on
where or when lo meet next,
reports Al

Still, the State Department,
which hosted the latest round
and two carlicr oncs, tried to
put a positive spin on the situ-
ation.

"There arc no instant fixes
or
spokcswoman Margarct D.
Tutwiler said late Wednesday.
"The key point, in our opinion,
is that Arabs and Israclis re-
main cngaged.”

The Minal move was Isracl's
rejection of a Palestinian plan
for clections on the West Bank,

quick breakthroughs,”

in Gaza and in East Jerusalem,

Chicl IsracH ncgotiator
Elyakim Rubinsicin sald thé
plan would cndanger Ismacls
sccurity and prejudge the final
status of the disputed territo-
rics.
"We expliined in detall why
we could not accepl 11" he
told reporicrs.

"This round was usclul,”
Rubinsicin said. "We would
have litked lo achieve more. We
arc ready, in act cager, to con-
tinuc ncgotialions on Lthe road
to peacc.”

Iis counlerpart, chicl
Palestinian ‘negotiator laidar
Adbel Shall, said, “We shall be
asscssing Lhis whole proccss
and we arc hoping for the
best.”

Earlicr, | lanan Ashrawd, the
Palcstinian spokcswoman, sajd

the Malestinians would (ake
prcliminary sicps to imple-
ment their plan.

"Unlortunaicly, we cannot
stop scttiemoent activity, since
we're nol scttling in lsracl,
and we cannol stop human
rights violalions, sinee we're
nol vielating Isracllk human
rights,” she said.

"But the mallers that por-
tain to Malcstinians we shall be
able to begin.”™

.The plan, denounced by
Isracli ncgotiators as a thinly
vefled preseription for state-

‘hood, was Lhe Palestinians'
answer o an lsracll offer 1o
give them control ever most
day-lo-day [unctions n 1he
disputed territorics.
Rubinstcin sald that the
Palestinians refuscd Lo negoti-

ale over the Hmiied scll-rule

in disagreement

proposal and that no Arab dol-
cgalion had responded 1o a US
request for suggestions on
where and when 1o hold the
next round of Lalks.

lle reporied bright spots in

scparale (alks with Jordan, but

said the Lebancse delegntion
rcflused to consider a peace
treaty wilh Isracl or the secu-
rity situation,

On another front. Isracl and
Syria made Hille apparent
hcadway on (wo other key
issucs: lsracls absorption of
the Golan llcights afier the
1967 Six-Dny War and Isracl's
bid for recognition by fis Arab
nl:'lgl"ﬂanrl.

Mcanwhile, AFP rcporis
from Washington: There iIs no
reason 1o change until there is
a resull, said Syrin's chief
ncgotialor MousiTak Allafl.

US to keep close
tres with Phili

MANILA, Mar 5: The United
Statcs will keep close military
tics with the Philippincs aflcr
the last Amcrican basc closcs
this year, the US Ambassador
said today, reporls Reutcer.

"There's going to be mili-
tary assistance, there's going
te be military training, Lhere
arc going Lo bec cxcrcises o
assurc nol only the safcty and
sccurity of the Philippincs, bul
the forward dcfences of tLhe
United States and, I'd like to
suggest, the stability of the
weslern rim of the Pacific”,
Frank Wisncr said in a radio
inlervicw.

The United States will
withdraw ils rcmaining 5,000
defence personnel and close
Subic Bay naval basc by the end
of the ycar after the Philippine

L]

scnate rejected a treaty allow-
ing Amcrican forces continued
use for 10 more ycars.

It will end almost a century
of Amcrican military prescence
in the former US colony.

Wisner's commenis follow-
ed rcmarks by Vice-President
Salvador Laurcl this week that
the impending wilhdrawal of
Amcrican forces would leave
the country “strategically
naked.”

Wisncr said that cven aller
the pullout, the armed forces
of the United States and Lhe
Philippincs would work closcly
together Lo ensure Lthe stability
of the Western Pacific arca.

"This arcat of the world is on
the move. It's tremendously
exciling arca of the world. It
will continue lo be prosperous

military

ppines

ff it's sccure. And by working
together the United States and
the Philippines can help
assurc that stability.”

The Philippincs plans to

* turmn the basce into an industrial

estate and commercial ship-

Meanwhile, AFP rcports
from New Jersey: The
Philippinc governmenl rca-
ched an out-ol-court sct-
tlement ycsterday with Wes-
ting House Electric Corp and
New Jersey [irm accuscd of
bribing the latc president
Ferdinand Marcos lo win a 2.3-
billion-dollar contract.

The plant, on the Bataan
peninsula, was built at a cost of
2.3 billfon dollar bul never
uscd.

Resignation of
Azerbaijan
president
demanded

BAKUY, Azcrbaijan, Mar 5:
Azcrbaljan's parlament opencd
today in cmergency  scssion,
with the natfonalisl opposition
demanding the resignation of
the president over his conduet
of the war in Nagerno-
Karabakh, reports Reuter.

President Ayar Mulalibov, a
hold over [rom the cra of
Sovict powcer in the Trans-
caucasian Rcpublic.was under
increasing pressure lo wipe
out the threat of Armonian
gucrilla atiacks in and around
the disputed cnclave or step
down.

Armcnian oflicials, mean-
while, put the latest death toll
in the downing of open of their
hclicopters by what they said
was an Azerf heast-sceking

| missile al 14.

four residents and four police officers were injured.

FIS banned

ALGIERS, Mar 5 : Algeria’s
army-backed authoritics Wed-
nesday outlawed (he Islamic
Salvalion Front (FIS). poiscd
two months ago Lo win general

clections and turn the country
intoe an Islamic republic,
reports AFTD,

FIS lawycrs said they would
appcal a court decision dissolv-
ing the movement as threce
influential Islamic leaders
announced the ercation of an
associalion of Algcerian Islamic
Solidarity.

In a statement, the three
scnfor Islamic lcaders called
on the authorities Lo “free all
political detainces on the eve

of the sacred month of
Ramadan” and to Jl the stale
of emergency imposcd on

February 9

Miami Mar 5 : DPresident
Gceorge [Bush tried to pul a
brave [ace on his continuing
embarrassment at the hands
of challenger Patrick Buchanan
as presidential candidates In
both partics took their
campaigns (o Lhe south today,
reports Reulcr.

Scnalor 3ob Kerrey was the
exceplion. lle returned Lo
Washinglon from Arizona for a
today press conference  at

" which hc is cxpeeted to drop

out of the racc after weak
showings in Tucsday’s voling.
Bush, though, rcfused to be
discouraged by the strong
showing of liuchanan, his con-
servalive challenger.
"We had a good day yester-

| day,” Dush lold a fund-raiscr

Pravda to run out

of money soon

MOSCOW. Mar 5: The
former Communist Partly daily
Pravda may closc soon and Lthe
oncc-mighty state broadcasting
nctwork is lighting for its
future, victims of market
reforms and nationalism un-
leashed by the Sovict collapse,
reports AP,

Pravda and othcr ncwspa-
pers facc soaring paper cosis
that have forced them o
reduce the number of issucs
they publish weckly, cdilors
sald Wednesday, Pravda chiel
editor Gennady Scleznev said
the paper founded by Viadimir
Lenin in 1912 will run out of
moncy al the end of March.

The problems facing the
former statc broadcasting
monopoly, once the most pow-
erful organ in the Communist
propaganda machine, are not
80 much cconomic as clhnic.
Radio and TV stations in the
15 former Sovict republics are
pulling centrally transmitied
programmes oflf the air in

favour of locally made shows.

“The question is whether a
unificd broadcast sysicm will
be preserved on the territory
of the former Sovict Unjon,”
sald Ycgor Yakovicv, chicl of
the broadcast company that
took over Sovict facilitics.

Yakovlev, a pioncering
reform journalist, rcicased a
letter to the hcads of the
Commonwrcallh republics, ask-
ing them to preserve a broad-
casling nciwork throughout
the former Sovict Union,

The old broadcast monopoly
"no longer cxists,” Butl a new
child is nolt yect born,”
Yakovicv said in the letter.

Stmilar problems [acc ncws
agencics, Russian President
Boris Ycltsin rceently asscriced
control over the former Sovict
Tass ncws ageney, threatening
to meld it with the Russian
Information Agency and the
Novosii ncws agency, which

were themsclves united afller
August's fafled coup. '

o
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WASHINGTON: Gen Colin Powell, Chairman of the US
Joint Chiefs of Staff, testifies before the House Foreign
Affairs Committee about the planned downsizing of the
armed forces. The reduction of troops comes in the wake of
the break-up of the Soviet Union and aftermath of the Gulf
War. — AFP/UNB Photo

In.annpn yesterday, the day
after Buchanan took nearly one

third of the votes in
Republican primaries in three
states.

"You may have trouble
reading that, but we had a very
good day ycsterday,” [lush
added, rcferring sarcastically
to media rcports which inter-
preted the resulls as a strong

cxpressfon ol discontent with
the status quo.

The two presumed [ront-
runners for the Democratic
presidential. nomination, Bl
Clinton and Paul Tsongas,
joined Bush and Buchanan in
locusing on the south. Eight
southcern and border stlales

hold primarics and caucuscs In
the next week.

Bush, launching a six-day
campaign Urip through 11
slales, spent yesierday (rying
o look presidenttal and opti-
mistic while his aides insisted
that it was voler unhappincss
with the reeession, not the
president himsell, that helps
Buchanan.

Bush got an enthusiastic
rcecplion from a rally in an
lispanic neighbourhood when
he said he intended to be the

lirst president (o sct fool on
the free soil of post-Castro
Cuba

"Four more ycars”™ (he
crowd chanied in reply.

Aboul 200 demonstrators
protesting Bush's forced repa-

triatfon of llaltian refugees
heckled  the president's
molorecade as he arrived al the

rally in Miami's [lialcah neigh- .

bourhood. ,

Arkansas Governor Bl
Clinton preceded Bush to
Miami carrying his mcasage
fnto the mostly black liberty
city, scene of racial unrest in
Lthe 1980s.

Clinton sald he would hawe
called for a six-month morato-
rium on repatriation of the
llaitians while using US
‘muscle and effort to bring
back the legitimale govern-
ment of flaitl,’ teppled in a
bloody coup last Scptember
30.

Clinton won the Gceorgia
primary on Tuesday while

Tsongas won democratie prefl-
crence votes in Maryland, Utah
and Washingion statc. The volt-
ing left nelther man with a
clcar lead in the mace for the
democratic presidential nomi-
nation.

Tsongas, a formcr Mnassa-
chusclis Scnator, stumped al a
sieel plant in Columbia, south
Carolina, which holds f{is
primary Saturday.

He acknowledged Clinton
would probably win the South
Carolina primary but said he
hoped to duplicate his own
Georgla vote of nearly a quarter
of democratic ballots,

"The advaniage | have here
(in South Carolina) is | don'l
have the entire political estab-
lishment beating my brains out

Thoe Dty Stur

Protest against censorship

SRINAGAR. India. Mar 5 :
indian police arrestced 82
Kashmirl journalists today as
they tricd to march in protesi
against governmenil curbs on
rcporting a Muslim separatist
revoll, witnesses sald, rcports
Reuter.

They satd the journalists
were arresied an laken 1o a
police siation as thecy made a
sccond atlempt (o march on
the office of the nment
official who the curbs.

The f[irst altempl was
halted afller only 200 yards

(mcires) by pmnﬂﬂw
sent inlo the Kashmir o
fight the two-year-old insur-
gcney.

Backed by Kashmirl police
wiclding long bamboo canes,
the paramilitary troopers
wadcd into the marchers, us-
ing their rifles as clubs, 1o
snaich banncr demanding
press freedom. Four journalisis
were injured.

Journalisis on the march
reporied thal Parvaz Moham-
med Sultan, a reporier for a
local Urdu-language news-
papcr, was siruck on the head
by a riflc butl and taken to
hospital in scrious condition.

The journalists, including
three who recfuscd hospiial
trcatment for their Injurics,
then staged a sit-in on the
rond te Lhe government ofli-
cials’ offiee. Latcr Lthey tried
again to march and police ar-
resied them, Lthe wilnessces
mindd] .

Among Lthose arresied was
Yusul Jameel, who reports for
Reuter and The Dritish

82 newsmen held
in Kasm_hJEJr

reporicrs. The first stage in
oprning an investigation that
could lead to lormal charges.

The journalists were
proicsting against a govern-
ment order banning the publi-
calion of news which might
“incite vielence or promole
scdition or hatred against the
security forees.”

The order was pasied up
outside the offices and homes
of reporters in Srinagar,
Kashmir's main city, it is o be
enforced for twe months and
applics only to publications in
Srinagar.

Police say more than 6.000
people have dicd in the upris-
ing that erupted two years ago
and is widcly supporied in the
Kashmir wvallecy the only
Muslim-majorily region in
mainly 1Tindu A

Srinagar-based newspapers
and magarincs frequently carry
militant statements and re-
poris of alleged vinlence by the
tens of thousands of security-
men fAghting the insurgency.

Western Human Rights
Organisations have backed
charges by Kasmiri Muslims
that security forces have tor-

tured, raped and murdered in

their fight against the rebels.
India admits some abuses
have occurred and says some
members of the security forces
mmm.mnm
the great majority of
charges are simply militant

propaganda.

Old polio vaccines carry AIDS

HOUSTON: A rescarcher has found cevidence that eld pelio
vaccines uscd In the 1960's carried a virus that causes AINDS
in monkcys, a discovery thal could cxplain how the discasc
enicred the human population, reports Reuter,

Robert llohanon, a melecular virelogist and resident of a
company dcvcloping AIDS test kits, told Reculer on
Wednesday that somce stocks ol polio vaceines used in Chicago
in the mid- 1950's have tested positive for the monkcy virus,

It might cxplain why and how the virus has golten o
humans, he said.

The poasible Hnk between polio vaccines and AIDS s
investigaled in a story in the current issuc of Rolling Stonc
Magarinc. [t says thal carly polio vaccines were nurtured in a
culture consisting of the kidneys from monkeys in Alrica,
where the AIDS cpidemic has rgached dcvastating

proporiions.

"A Thousand Clowns'" dead

WESTIPPORT [Connecticut): Sandy Dennis, a broadway star
and [ilm actress who won an Oscar for her portrayal of a
whimpcering [acully wiflc in "Who's Afraid Of Virginia Neodlf,
has dicd. a [riend said. She was 54, reports AFD.

Dennis had been suflering from overfan cancer, sald an
associalc of the agent, Billtreusch.

She dicd Monday and was cremated Tuesday in line with
her wishes not to have a fuss madc about her death. A private
family memorial scrvice will be held.

Dennis made her screen debut in 1961 in Ella Kazan's
"Splendor In the Grass”, but had her greatest early successes
on broadway, where she won tony awards for "A Thousand
Clowns™ and "Any Wedncsday.” '

In 1966, shc won The Academy Award for besl supporting
actress for her part in "Who's Alraid Of Virginia Wooll,” also
starring [lichard Durton, Elizabeth Taylor and George Scgal.

BBorn in lastings, Ncbraska, she trained at the aclors
studio in New York. She scparaled in 1976 from jazz musician
Gerry Mulligan, with whom she lived for many years, and she
was linked romantically with actor Eric Roberts.

Hunter shot dead by his dog

MOSCOW, Dolice investigating the mystery killing of a
hunicr, whose body was found in snowy woods outside the
Russian town ol Noggorod, say he was shot dead by his dog,
reporis Rculer,

Gennady Danilov, 33 dicd of a stomach wound made by a
bulict fronr his Iclt hand. His car, moncy and documents
not been stolen and there were no human foolprints in the
SNOw.

Bul ncxt 1o his corpsc was a dog with its hind lcgs eaught
in a trap, ITAR-TASS ncws agency said.

Investigalors sald scratches on the led them to conclude
that the struggling animal had relcased the safety catch and
pulled the trigeer as the hunter tried to free him.

50 million rats for
13 million people

CAIRO: Cairo is home to more than 50 million mals, nearly
four times the number of people in the Egyptian capital, a
newspaper said on Thursday, reports Reuter., *

Al-Gomhouriya said Cairo, with a population of 13 million,
also has three million stray cats and two million dogs roaming
the streets.

Up to a quaricr of fires that have no apparent cause are
startcd when rats gnaw ofl insulting laycrs on cables and
wires and short circuits result, it said. '

The ncwspaper said the study was presenied at a-
confcrenee, sponsored by Egypt's Calro university, on how to

get rid of stray animals to curb the spread of discascs.

Kerrey to drop out of the race for weak performance

and supporting 3{ll Clinton,” as
occurred in Georgia, Tsongas
sajd.
In Tampa, Bush hearkened
back to his Qull War heyday by
sharing the stage at a fund-
ralsing luncheon with retired
General Norman Schwarzkopl,
a local resident who com-
manded the US troops in the
conflicL.

The president fondly re-
called the patriotic fervour of
lasl year's war againsi Iraq in
the apparent hope thal volers
would take the sentimental
journcy with him all the way to
the ballot box,

"When you and those troops
laid it all on the line, the peo-
ple of this siale never
wavered,” Bush said.

US to improve
ties with Iran

WASIIINGTON, Mar 5: The
Unitled Stales should use fis
post-Gull War influence to im-
prove rciations with Iran and
press for democracy In Imgq
aflter President Saddam Hus-
scin is no longer in power, a
Washington (hinktank has
recommendod, reports AFP.

In the afiermath of the war
and the decline of Sovietl in-
Nuenee, The United Siates hns
acquired “decper responsibili-
tiea in the Perstan Gull,” and
countries in the region have

come Lo expect  more of US
policy, the Center for Strategic
and Intcrnational Studies
(CSIS) said in a report re-
lcascd Wedneaday.



