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The Spirit of Ramadan

Subject to the sighting of the new moon. Lhe
holiest month for the Muslims of the world
~will commence from tonight. It is for them
the month of sacrifice and charity, ol abstinence
and tolerance. It is universally observed—so
much so Lhat, specially in the subcontlinent
where at least 300 million believers reside—
even those who cannot say the compulsory [ive
daily prayers, do not fail to last for a whole
month.

The ideas of sacrilice and charily and
abstinence. perhaps to the point of continence, —
all add up to the practice ol austeritly and
desisting from all shows of ostentation. And all
such attempts at lofly ideals are finely pinioned
on the supreme value of tolerance. Nol Lo speak
ol violence, bearing any creature ill will even In
mind will lead all strivings after the Holy
Ramadan virtues to crumble in a moment.
Sharing our weal as well as in all others' woe is
the true spirit of this month that has been
ordained by Him so that erratic, and oflen foul,
humanity can cleanse itsell of all excesses and
indulgences.

It cannot be said that the Almighty's gracious
gift is being much cared. Fasting is there
but making a strange bed-fellow of ostentation.
A tidal surge for the goodies sends oul a (wo-way
ex ion of unmitigated greed. An unrealistic
demand for food commodities invites in a diaboli-
cal fit of profiteering skyrocketing all prices. It
is not either time that heavenly harmony and
peace prevail throughout the month in the
Muslim dominated countries. Here was a time
of the year when Muslims of the world—the
latest term shot with political undertone for
which is the Islamic Ummah— could f[eel a tug
at the heartstring for each other. Thal remains an
elusive dream. The worst of the ways the spirit
of Ramadan is insulted is the regular gushing
ol a spate of intolerance— in the name ol keeping
the sanctity of the Ramadan. This inhuman,
unlawful, undemocratic and unfair hullaballo
over forcing all eating houses to close and com-
pelling all non-[fasting people of all communities
and ages and health conditions o go withoul
food specially when on travel or anyhow oul of
the house is anything but religion. I{ is rather
anti-religion, specially when one takes into
account the condition that this curtailment of
human liberties creates for the wage-earners in
the eating establishments. This thorny and
delicate area was the best place tp uphold the
virtue of tolerance by those that belleve in the
spirit, significance and sanctitly of Ramadan.
The eating houses, of their own, must take
care by calering behind shulters so as nol lo
hurt anyone's sentiment. The spirit ol Islam,
the religion of peace, also reminds us that no
one has any moral right, not to speak of the
legal-constitutional one, to look into others'
privacy and embark on an orgy ol vandalism
instead of pursuing a path of preaching.
This sure is the way the fear of the mastan
replaces the fear of God in the mind even of the
‘mumin.”

Ramadan, il observed - in ils pristine purity,
could help us a great deal in raising oursel-
ves [rom the socio—economic as well as
moral morass we are stuck up in. Let us all
hark then (o Lhe (rue spirit of the month of

fasting and act it out in our individual and
familial lives. -

Silk Factory's Dismal
Record

Silk production in the country is in a shambles.
According to a report carried in this paper, the
silk [actory of the Bangladesh Sericulture Board
(BSB) is pitiably in short supply of cocoon
and running al a marginal strength of its full
capacily. Indications are that jhe facltory may
indeed come o a grinding halt, i some urgent

* remedial measures are nol taken. The fact that
the [actory has been running at a loss over the
past 12 years — incurring a total loss of Tk 4.5

crore — is indeed baflling. Bul that is the hard
{ruth. :

Silk as a commodity is highly expensive and its
demand abroad is considerably high. So the
problems appear to be more intractable than they
normally should have been. Even the domestic
market for the ilem does in no way justify the fac-
lory’'s collapse which now loocks so real and im-
minent. This time the problem has mounted due
mostly to infectious diseases that caused exten-
sive damage Lo silkworm. Bul administrative sloth
and indecision are no less responsible for the
worsening siluation. Reports have it that the fac-
lory is virtually run by dual management throw-
ing, as it is, the entire management into confu-
sion. It is precisely for such an administrative

- laxily that the factory could not arrange for
buying cocoon- when it was available in the

;1::&:1 in the months of December and January

Not that the problem just ends there. When
the government-run factory continues (o record
so dismal performances year after year. it leaves
its deleterious impact on the private entlerprises
as well. Production.of quality silk-fabrics was one
of the express aims of establishing the silk factory
under the BSB. Now not only has it failed Lo serve
that purpose, but algo finds itsell in the awkward
siluation of causing continuous losses (o the gov-
ernment exchequer. Mismanagement of day-to-
day affairs and the failure to evolve a long-term
sound policy on sericulture have stood in the way

of exploiling the huge potential of silk as an ex-
portable item.

To develop high quality silk, the need for ex-
lensive research and modern sericuliure method
along with modern machinery cannol be overem-
phasised. A (all order no doubt, bul benefits

expected [rom this Is going (o be highly
rewarding.

HILE | Dritish politic-
tans wore busy

the panits off the
clcetors arguing whether or

| not te pul a penny on income

tax, scicntiisis predieled Lhat
wilhin the next few weeks an
oronc hole was likcly 1o appcar
for the first time over Lhe

| nosthern hemisphere.

They suggested thalt soon
people might have o go aboul
in dark glasscs to prolect
themsclves.

Was anyone listcning? N did

| mot scem so. DBritain is just

woeeks ofl a general clection —

undersearce

the favourite tip s for April 9
— and the two main partics arc
locked in tit-for-tat fighting
that fa addressing none of the
great global issucs.

It the scientists arc o be
belicved, Rome s burning, bul
the level and content of debalte
in Dritain's most-drawn-oul
clection campaign for deeades
is doing nothing to cnhanee
the repulation of Wesiminsier
as a found ol democracy.

While Prime Minister John
Major gives his Labour Party
opponent Neil Kinnock labcls
Hze "economic illiterate”, the
level of debate is measured by
the sort of remarks dropping
from the lips of cven as
rcspcecled a  politician as
Conscrvalive Parly chairman
Chris Palicn, who said to Lhc
Tory faithful :

“Labour leaders keep telling
us that we should kick-start
the cconomy. They couldn't
kick-start a tricycle.”

Perhaps the ‘tonc will
improve, for aller 13 yecars ol
Tory Party rule, most ol them
under the formidable Margarct
Thatcher, Brilain is facing ncw
political unccrtaintics remi-
niscent of February 1874,
when a hung parliament led Lo
a sccond clection in October.

Then, as now, thcre was
cconomic crisis. Primec
Ministcr Edward llcath called
a snap clection in a light over

boring

count
time.

to a general election. The
r the budget on March 10

or a Hole in th

Prime Minister John Major of Britgin has been waiting for an economic upturn to take the
turn has not happened and now he is almost out of
is expected to ask for the dissolution of Parliament.

Already, the parties are deep into electioneering. Gemini News Service reflects on the
parochialism of the campaign.

mincrs pay. lle lost by a
whisker and llarold Wilson
enmw back with the Labour
. The Liberals almost held

the nee of power,
The same could happen
. What s now cal the
il Democratic Party has
roduccd and atlraclive
Lﬁd('r. IPaddy Ashdown, and
the votcrs In the eenire, a
conccpl Thalcherism lang

&

| Il“i,ru

derided, may once more be
the deciding factor.

Time is short. The eleetion
must be held by July 9 at the
latest and the Conservalives
arc a boxed 1n. have
been hanging on for beller
ceonomie limes, forceasting an
economic (urn for the better
tha! has nol come,

As une L riscs
towards three million, smal

14th election

Next British slection will be 14th since World War Two.
Labour have won 5, Torles 7 and one produced no majority

firm bankru s mount, and
reiail busincess remwmins Mal,
the surprisc is thal the Labour
Party is nol making a much
better showing in the polls.
The two main riics arc
running ncck a ncek, with
the Liberal Democrats rising in
the contre.

Public discnchantment with
Tory and Labour is widcspread.
Fecling grows that Dritain has
been here so many imes
before. In 1979 Thatcherism
had been seen as a once-for-all
ceonomic cure, light moncy,
good housckceeping, a leancr-
run and modernised industrial
scctor, an end o trade union
sirife,

In a few ycars Lhings fell
apart, just as thcy donc
before, Inconccivably, Thale-
her presided over a presided
ovcr a pcriod In the later
FEightics In which pcople were
encouraged to go on spending
as il there was no lomorrow.
Britain was first iInte
inMationary rccession and
suffcred worsc Lhan most
counirics.

Thatehertsm has been
discredited and what comes
ncxt is far from clear. The
Labour Party is having a hard
time irying o convinee the
clectorate Lthat 1s has the
answers. The Conscrvalives
offcr more of the same and
show all the signs of an
aceident-pronc and tired
government.

Their best card is Major,
whosc casy, businessiike stylc
and very ordinariness appeals
lo a wide constituency. The

conirast with the confronia-
tional Thaleher s tlurning ol
o be his greaicst asset. *
lic ta a ncw [ace, while Ncil
Kinnock, who has now been
Leader of the Opposition for
cight years and lost the 1987
clection, seems an old one,
although he is still only 49,
Major is L one year younger
and — for astrological
though — their birthdays in
March arc on successive
Major has taken full advan-
tage of the dramalic interna-
tional developments of the last
ycar 1o bufld himsaclf as a world
. |Hs eool conduct in the
Gulil War was | . e
inftlated the creation of safe
havens for the Kurds
lie was up there with
Gorbachey, Yeltsin and [ush,
visited China and Afriea,
argued his way to the signing
of the Maastricht Treaty, con-
vened the first ever summit
mecling of the UN Sccurity
Cou Boside hvim in all this
wns onc of the most able

Forcign Scerclarics Drilain has -

roduced in rceent years,
Hurd.

But in the end, getting
clected cven In a
sophisticaled demoeracy hke
[iritain is sifll about pensions,
prescription charges, child

allowances. , laxcs.
It 18 alse aboul the condi-

tion of the nattonal healih ser-
vice and children's cducation,
a scparale parllament [or
Scolland, the rundown atate of
Diritain’s public lransport and

financial scandals tn the City of

London.
Coming up lasl — capccially

&

The Daily Star 4

Sky?

will get Dritain from

ding-dong Tory- r con-
frontation that banks the
ﬂ-hmh-uubrl:;-d

trics of E The current
system, the case gocs, usually
produce a clcar .
However, i a usuy
mcans tha! a rualcs. In

Emnvironmental
year or two ago.

But in those days no clee-
tion was around the corner.
And holcs in the ozone layer
canpol be scen like potholes in
the road in Islington. When
people have to go around
wearing dark glasscs, they may
nol be able to sce where to put
their vote.

DEREX INCRAM is Editor
of Gemini News Service.

Secrclary a

Wartime Documents Put Official Stamp on '‘Comfort Women'

Haruko Watanabe writes from Tokyo

Secret wartime cables detail the lot of 'comfort
women.' '] felt sick,' said Ms Hideko Itoh who used

the special right of investigation granted to members
of the Japanese parliament in uncovering the doc-

IKE cattle. women in

many parts of Asia were

herded to “comfort
houses” during World War 1l 1o
cheer up Japanese soldiers by
serving them sexually.

Behind the rape and forced
prostitution of thousands of
women is no small-time white
slave trader er brothel opera-
tor. The "comfort™ system was
set up on instructions of the
Imperial Military of Japan.

"I have never heard of any
other emment which was
officially and directly involved
in the flesh trade (in this
manner)”. sald House
Representative Hideko Itoh in
an exclusive interview with

Depthnews.
In Ms lItoh's hands was in-
contestable evidence — 52

documents consisting of secret
cables, military diaries, medi-
cal reports and rules and regu-
lations on "how to use comfort
house,” with official seals ol
commanders at the front lines
and cabinet councillors of the
Ministry of Army in Tokyo.

"l had a chill on my back
when | read these documents.”
said Ms Itoh.

Such: inhumanity. she said.
was worse than the gassing by
Nazis of Jews, who could die
but once. "The Imperial
Military of Japan killed these
women 20 to 30 times a day by
raping them that many times.”

In secret cable No. 602
dated March 12, 1942, the
military commander in Taiwan
asked then Army Minister
Hideki Tojo permission to
transfer three managgrs of
brothels [rom Taiwan to
Borneo (new Kalimantan] to
operate comfort housecs with
50 "native girls” at the requcest
of soldiers in the South Pacific

theatre.

The cable said these men
were sclected by Kempeitad
(military police) in accordance
with the army order transmit-
ted in sccret cable No: 623.

Three months later on June
13, the Chiel of Stafl-Officer
stationced in Taiwan cabled for
20 more women to be dis-
patched to Borneo. The first
batch of women. said the ca-
ble. "are not enough to ac-
commodate local needs and
some of them have become in-
capacitated {and unable) to
meet heavy work.”

The medical report of
comfort women, dated May 19,
1943, by an army clinic in
Ileilo province, Central
Philippines. and filed with the
local Kempeitai (military po-
lice] shows names ol Filipino
womcen such as Maria, Gloria
and Margarita (names changed
to protect their privacy). The
military doctor indicated that
nine were acceptable but two
were not: one had vaginal in-
Nammation and the other had
her menstrual period.

‘1 felt sick in the stomach.”
said Ms Itoh as she showed
Depthnews the documents.
She exercised the special right
of Investigation granted (o
members of the Diet in uncov-
ering the documents, but said
she had 1o fight bureaucracy w
do so.

The diary of a transporta-
ltion corps in Singapore in
April 1943 showed what may
be called the origin of the
packaged sex tour. The com-
mander ordered soldiers to go
in teams of threes or more
when visiting_comfort houses,
o avoid being attacked by Lhe
enemy.

Islam's lessons

Sir, (By Ilis grace) a

| Bangladeshi won the first prize

in his group at the l4th
Intcrmational [loly Quran Com-

petition held in Saudi Arabia
recentlly. The prize worth
abounl A lakh taka mecans n
major religious award DBang--
ladesh has achieved 1o dile,

Perfection is whal scems to
the - purposc af
such a contesl on recftations
from fhe holy book [Quran)
cmphasizing phoneties ol the
holy vorses. The awared, how.
ever, should ¢nrich Islamie
conscnse of Bangladeshi
Muslims aliaching spirftual
significanece as the integral
componcnt of natfonal lile.

Accurate translation and in-
lerpretation of holy preachings
may correctly puide Muslim
Ummah in the pursoft of cler-
nal pearce and happiness, as
intenstve lessons on all aspects
of plons livelthood may develop
civic - responsibilitics in o order

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

eoanununal tension

ity w<ttlaedvye
by virtue of divine tnath,

| M Rehnen,

Zilie School Road, Mymensingh.

OIC and Security
Council membership

Sir, It is inleresting to read
the letter by Mr. § K
Islamahbacdt of Chittagong (The
Daily Star, February 26) con-
cerning inelusion  of Indonesia
in the Scearity Counefl an »
permianent member repre:
scnting OMC. Although sueh an
action by United Natlons is
rightfully long over due, L Is
s1ill notl oo lawe 10 include o
member of OIC as permanent
memboer of Sceurily Council.
This will no doubt climinate

suspicion hy world's anc hillion
Muslims that the United
Nattons and ils Sceurifly

Council s a mere politieal arm
of neo-Western fmperialists
ane in particular that of USA. If
the United Naltons is gen:
uincly representing nalinns

uments

Anuther military diary dule-
lincd Okinawa in February
1945, the year Japan was de-
fcaled. showed the embar-
rassment of soldiers in the
comfort houses when they
found that children were look-
ing at them through the win-
dows.

In the last year of the war.
many Korean women were
shipped to Okinawa to enter
lain Japanese soldiers who
were already in desperate
mental and physical condition.
Several elementary and middle
school buildings were quickly
converied to comfort houses
while children still played
nearby.

The Japanese government
had maintained the stand that
these 100,000 to 200,000
"comfort women” were profes-
sional prostitutes hired and
managed by private brothel
houses. But a researcher
chanced on military docu-
menis al the Defence Archives
showing the contrary.

"I will demand from the
government official apology
and full compensation to these
victimised women at the
Budget Committee of the

House of Representatives this
week,” Ms Itoh said.

She said she will also de-
mand “affirmative action. that
the increased percentage of
official devclopment

ussis-

anvl populwe-of the warld, why
Lthen there (s no Muslim nation
as a permanent member in the
Scourily Counefl?

The movic "The Man Who
Saw  Tomorrow™ bascd on
propherics of French physi-
cian Nasire Damas wrilten 400
ycars ago was produced in
USA, which predicts that the
Third World War could lake
place some time in 1999 al-
legedly triggered by a Muslim
nation from the Middlc East is
perhaps the basic logic of USA
and Western nalfons nol to al-
low any attempt by any Muslim
country lo acquire nuclear
arscnal, while maintaining si-
lent on Isracl’'s posscssion of
the same. Event like these — of
nol allowing a Muslim nation
o beeame Security Council
maember, hlneking any attempt
by a Muslim nation to acrquire
nuclear weapons and maintain-
ing lnw profile on the issue of
oppressfon and repression
against Palestinians, Kash-
miris, Moros, Rohingyas clc.
tall Muslims ecould well
bceame one day, reasons be-
hind triggering World War
Three by a Muslim country as
prophesicd by Nastre Damas.

We hope United Nations
and Sceurity Couneil merabers
could come 1o their sense and
creale atmosphere of possible
ro-existence of World’'s one
billion Muslims. The Arab in-
vestors should also consider

lance (ODA) be used lor com-
pensation.” Japan's ODA was
increased by 7.8 per cent from
1991 to US87.68 billion in
1992.

Since the budget for fiscal
ycar 1992 starting April has
not been adopted by
Parliament. no new projecls
have been officially started, "So
the government cannot say
there is no- money available.”
added Ms Itoh.

She beliceves it is the com-
mitment of her family to fight
for the women. Born in China
on August 15, 1943, she did
not mect her own father — a
colonel in the Kempeitai de-
lained in Manchuria and
Siberia — until she was in the
ninth grade. "His will to his
children was "to0 work for
peace lor pcople,” she said.

Ms lwh. a lawycr and mem-
ber of the Social Democratic
Party of Japan (SD[J). was
clected 1o parliament in
February 1990 from Hokkaido
as the lop vote-getter. ller
brother Takashi Kamitsubo. a
television executive. produced
a TV documcntary on "Korean
comfort women” as ecarly as
1976.

Ms Manae Kubota. shadow
foreign minister of SDPJ, fully
endorses her co-party mem-
ber's efforts. "SDPJ will initiate
a non-partisan women politi-
cians’ federation on this mat-

scriously lo invest somc of
their USS8 670 billion in
Muslim counirics insicad of
concentrating such investment
in the Wcst only, so that
majority of  poor Muslim
nations could expand indus-
irialisation, programmcs,
which will help boost their
GNP growth and cxport
polentiality. This could be one
solulion for the Muslim coun-
lrits nol lo be heavily de-
pendent on Western aid. I the
Arnbs invest half of their siag-
gering USS 670 billlen in
Muslim countrics oppression
and suffering of Muslims in the
world could be narrowed.

Masudd | lassan,
Dhanmondi R/A. Dhaka.

Alien fashion

Sir. Bangladcsh Biman re-
cently organised a fashion
show to promote tourism.
While it s not at all clear what
relationship tourism has with
"Women's ‘body display”, |
would like to point out that
most to the dresses displayed
are not the ones worn our
womenfolk but used mainly by
western women.

Are we going to imitate the
West in respect? Is this
the teaching of "Ekushey” ?
Where are our national leaders
now ? How come they are not

compilaining of "alien culture™?

Nasreen Akter,
Dihaden:

_ pathy

tions

ter.” she said.

Ms Kubota proposes to set
up receplion desks at
Japanese embassics in Asia and
an office at the Cabinet similar
to "small claim courts” in the
US, to expedite compensation
claims. This way. the women
victims in their old age will
not have to go through the
long judicial process in regular
courts.

“| personally feel deep sym-
for these ‘comfort

OPINION
BRTC Needs Public Support

Muring the past few months
there had been quile a good
number of rceportings in the

dailics, wccklics and other
publications on road Lransport
sftuation prevalling in the
counliry. Evcn prominchl
dailics cditorially highlighted
the chronic problem where
BRTC also figured promincntly:
Somc of the reports represcent
corrcet asscssment of Lhe situ
ation whilc others, unfortiu-
nalcly, appcared to be partisan.
In a democmalic socicly, free-
dom of cxprcssion s guaran-
teed. Dut when such cxpres-
ston rcprescnis parlisan vicws,
it obviously creales conflusfon
in public mind and gives rise
to plenty of dcbatable ques-

Onc musl have seen, in the
columns ol dilferent dailics
letiers demanding introduc-
tion of BRTC scrvice all over
the country. On the other
hand, the honourable members
of the Parliament think that
since BRTC is a government
owncd transporl agency why
docs L not cover cveryone's
consilitucncy. Butl unfortunately
nonc made an in-depth siudy
about Lthe internal problems of
BRTC, its opcrational difficul-
tics, ficcl size, cle. Under any
picas whether genuine or not.
the workers, studcnts, mem-
bers of the political partics and
their fronts, when resoried o
strikc/hartals for realisation of
their demands, obviously make
BRTC as their principal target
and causc colossal loss and
damage to rcvenuce and prop:
erty. Unfortunatcly, many of us
prefer Lo remain silent on such
an issuc of natfonal impor-
tancc.

According 1o avaflable in-
formation, during the past five
years, BRTC su loss both
in terms of property and rev-
cnuc amounling to Tk 10
crorc ol which the cxient of
loss in 1987 alone was Lhe
highcst on account of strtke
and hartals. Most of the vehi-
cles d and burnt could
ncither be rchabilitated nor
thosc nd cconomic repair
could be replaced by induction
of new oncs. Conscquently the
corporation is consianily bur-
dened with surplus manpower
and thc extent of loss in-
creascd in mantfold.

Nowhcre in the world gov-
ernment transport runs in
profit. In most of the devel-
oped and developing couniries

lc scctor rond transport s
ighly subsidiscd whereas In
our conniry nal only the sub-
siddy [rom the government is
wanting. il is rather nnking

women. But any governmental
action should wait until the In
vestigation by six minisiries
and agencies {s compleled.”
replied Mr Masamichi
Hanabusa, new person
of the Foreign Ministry when
asked by Depthnews.

Meanwhile. the South gnd
North Korean governments
have decided to organise a
Joint front to seek compensa-
ton for the women.

~ Depthnews Asia

the corporation responsible for
the loss and sertously thinking
ol its denatlionalisalion and
privalizalion. [t amounts lo
short -sighicdness on the part
of the governmenl lo Lreal
BIXTC at per with nther com-
mercial enlerprises and cor-
poralinns.

During the carly part of lasl
mmnth BRTC with its Hmiled
resources which accounts for
hardly 5% of the total market
share. [oiled 1the tlicegal sirike
called by the private owners
and brought partial rclicl 1o
the travelling publie all over
the eountry. It also enhanced
the public image of Lhe gow-
crnment and the sirike called
by the privale owners failed to
draw slighlest public sympa-
thy. To achicve Lhis rarc suc-
cess the employees of the cor-
poration had o work hard day
and nicht endangering their
lives vohicles, In performing
this noble misston the employ-
ces ol the corporation sus-

- tained injurics. of which same

are of scrious nature, bhesides
loss in reveenue and property.
This has lurther ageravated the
financial condilion of the cor-
poration. 13ul the only consola-
tion for BRTC s that it could
risc cqual to the situation and
maslcr liberal public support.

The public rolke of BRTC is
uncuestionable. So the work-
crs, employes, officers of the
corporation fn particular and
the people in general  will def-
initely expeel that BRTC as a
public nfiility service should
nol only be rescued from the
clutches of the transport 'Mafia
Lords’ but decision should be
taken al appropriale govern-
ment level towards strength-
cning its countl opcra-
tion to rclicve the travelling
public from the whimsical
caplivity of the privale opera-
fors.

If BRTC s to bhe rescuced
from privatizalion or disin-
vesiment, the whole-hearted
support and the well wishes of
the publie is highly cssential.
Let there be ne more destre:
tion of BRTC vehicles on minor
pleas/issucs. The public sup-
port will bhe to protest and
frustrate the embarrassment
caused to BIRTC on the provo-
calion of the privale owners’
assoctations. In finc, 1t is sug-
gested that internal conflicts
and weaknesses of the BIRTC
be tdentificd and removed.
Only then, inspite of BHTC's
priblie utiity mole, it ean run in
profit or go closcst 1o

Md Maruf Hossain
Bara “ﬂ“ﬂlﬂr. m*-




