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NEWS BRIEFS |

Diplomatic ties
vwﬂhﬂbwzw#an

MOSCOW, Mar
Bangladcsh and l(;rrgllan
signced a protocol on Tuesday
at Bishkck cstablishing diplo-
malic and consular relations
between the two countries. An
agreccmenl on commercial and
economic coopcration between
the two couniries was also
signed on the same day, re-
ports [ISS,

Prices of beef,
mutton re-fixed
The Dhaka City Corporation

Thursday at a meeting re-fixed |

the maximum prices of becl
and nutlon at Taka 55 and 85
respeelively for the holy
month of Ramzan and called
upon the meatl sellers to
maintain the new price. The
mecting decided o set up a
control room at the City
Corporation ccntral offlice o
oversee Lhe prices ol cssen-

Slum dwellers call
for hartal in Ctg
CIHITTAGONG, Mar 5 : Slum
dwellers here called for
a dawn-lo-dusk hartal in the
pori cily on April 20 and an-
nuuru:i,an action plan as part
of agitation demanding halt o
their cviclion. It includes
prolest rally at the Shaheed
Minar on April 15, sicge on
the city on May 6 and hunger

strike-unto-death on May 15,
reporis pN[!.

Sehri transmission

Radio Bangladesh has dc
cided 1o run a Sehri transmis-
sfon as usual during the holy
monih of Ramzan commencin
from 3:456 am till the Azan o
Fazar Praycr. This programme
will continuc till 29th Ramzan
and will be simultanecously
broadcast by all the regional
sltations ol Radio Bangladesh,
reporis BSS.

25 injured in
JCD-BCL clash
SIRAJGANJ, Mar 5: Twenly -

five people were injured, I'nur

« In a clash between
activisls of Jaliyatabadi Chhutra
Dal WUCD) and pro-Awani
League Chhatra Leaguc at a col-
lege in Raigun)

- Commission

|

* Bangladesh Thursday re-
cetved Tk 26 million from the
United Nations IHigh
| Commissioner for Relugees
(UNIICR) to defray immcdiate

expenditure of the Myanmar
| s, rcports UNB.

A cheque for the amount
was handed over to Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia by
visiting UNIHICR Director for

| Asia and Oceania Jamshid

Anvar when he called on her
here Thursday alternoon.

The amount is part of 2.7
million US dollars rclcased

FALGOON 22, 1398 BS

from the emergency fund of
the Iligh Commissioner,
Sadako Ogata, to mect the
{mmcdiate nceds of the
refugees.

The Prime Minister told
the UNIICR official that the
huge finflux of Myanmar
refugces had crcaled serious
problems for and it
should be resolved before the
onsct of the monsoon which is

likely to aggravate the situa-

tion.
BSS adds: Begum Zia also

underlined the need for mas-
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sive inlcrnational assistance to
rovide adequale relief to the
ruug: numbcr of refugees.

UNLI} picks up: Degum Zia

mentjoned Lhe pli of the
Rohingya Mushm re and
apprecialed the prompt re-
sponse of the UNIICR in tack-
ling the situation, Bangladcsh
is deing its best for the
refugecs oul of its Mmited re-
sources, she added.

She sald her government
was trying to solve the prob-
lem bilalerally and in a peace-
ful manncr and Foreign

called on Prime Minister Begum Khnltda Zia at her office Thursday.

.’ ‘

Dwm:u:r of the United Nnuunl Hi 'h Cnmmissmm-r for hvluy.-u < (UNHCR) Jamshed An¥iar

— PID photo

Human Rights Commission
(ITRC) has called upon the
Myvanmar government to stop
cxodus of refugees to
Bangladesh and create condi-
tions to [acilitate their early
rcpatriation, reporits UNB.

The Geneva-based
unanimously
adopled a resolution at fts cur-
rent session on Wednesday,
expressing grave concern over
the continuing exodus of the
Myanmar recfugees to neigh-
bouring countries fn recent
months.

The resolution introduced
by France mentioned that al-
most 80,000 mar Muslim
refugees had entered Bangla-
desh, according to a message
rceeived here Thursday.

Oul of the total 53 members
of the Commission, delcgations
from 31 countries, including
India and Senecgal, cospon-

sorced Lthe resolution which
was adopiled by consensus.

Prior o the adoplon of the
resolution, the representative
of Japan supported the deci-
sion of Lhc Commission to dis-
cuss human rights sftuation in
Myannwr,

The Bangladesh delegation
madc a [actual statcment on
the rclugee situation at the
48Lh scssion of the HRC cur-
mnuﬁ being held in Geneva.

[luman Rights
Commisstion is the highest in-
Acrnational forum entrusted
with the responsibility of mon-
ftoring global human rights
siluation.

Mcanwhile, BSS says:
UNIICR will issue an interna-
tional appcal shortly for the
allcviation of the sullerings of
the Rohingya Muslims taking
shelter in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh has said that the

Stop exodus, UNHCR to Myanmar |

numbecr of refugees from
Myanmar may reach two lakhs
by the ¢nd of April, this year, if
the exodus contlinucs unabaiced.

Addressing the 48th scs-
sion of the Human Rights
Commission in Geneva on
Tucsday, the Bangladcesh
Representative said there had
been a steady flow of Myanmar
rcfugees and the problem: had
now assumed alarming pro-
portions.

"At préscnt 1000 to 2000
refugees from Myanmar are
coming inlto Bangladesh cvery
day” he said adding that the
number could even surpass
two lakhs by the end ol April.

In another development:
Chairman, Bangladesh Red
Crescent Soeicly (BRCS) called
[or coordinated clforis Lo
tackle the shelter and sanita-
tion problems of Myanmar

See Page 12 Col 8

’riccs of essentials in the
citly markets have registered
sharp risés on the eve of
[famean.

The vegetlable and fish mar-
keis showed the highest rise
in prices. The markels were
crammed with customers,
llowever, they were found
mainly wandering around and
bargaining hard to lower

The items mostly used in il
tar ranked first in the price-
hike list. Lemons were selling
at an cxorbitant price, between
Taka 16 and 24 per two pairs
depending on sizes. Vendors
said thal the item would be-
comc¢ more expensive during
l}nlmn

By Staff Correspondent

Diffcrent kinds of pulscs
also surged In prices. Pulses
are uscd in the traditional iftar

food "piazi”. Price of mashur
lcapl lo Taka 32 a kg from fts
previous price of Taka 28.

Khesari pulses rose from Taka
15a kg o Taka 20.

Begun (brinjal) used in tra-
ditional food ni" also reg-
istered a Taka two rise per
and was sclling at Taka eight.

Cucumber was sclling al
Taka tcn a kg on the eve of
Ramzan. It was Taka four a kg
before. Tomatoes also became
morc¢ expersive and were
sclling at Taka 16 a kg instead
of Taka 12 only two days ago.
However, vendors said the
item’'s being ofl-scason was the

Prices reg‘lster rise on Ramzan eve

main rcason for the price hike.

Polato price showed Taka
one incrcase a kg and stood al
Taka [our. Beans cost Taka
eight a kg while the pre-
Ramzan price was Taka six.
Prices of ata and flour also in-
crecascd, Ala was selling at
Taka 13 a kg [rom the previous
pricc of Taka 12 while flour
was sclling al Taka 15 a kg
[rom Taka 13.

The prices and meatl mar-
kets did not show any signifi-
cant changes on the cve of
Ramzan. Onlons were selling at
Taka cight a kg for the local
varicly and Taka 12 for tLhe
Indian varicly. Garlic price
ranged from Taka 18 to 20,

Scc Page 12 Col 6
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Massive world aid for
refugees needed: PM

Minisicr had visited Mynmar
o seille the issue amicably,

Begum Zia thanked the UN
i Commissioner for

fu;u:- for writing to Lhe
Hylnnur Fercign Minister o
scitle the fssuc on an urgent
P

She recalled that in 1978-
79 Bangladesh faced a similar
roblcm which was resolved
;lhl.l.‘f'lﬂr with the supporl
from the UNIHICIR

The 'rime Minister tnvited
Sadako Ogula lo visil
See Page 12 Col 7

Filming PM
hampered
as DFP runs
out of stock

Dircctorale of Films and
Publicattons  (DFY) latled Lo
cover all functions -of Ll
Prime Minister for the last two
days due lo shorlage of raw
[ilms, reports UNI,

Sources said (the problem in
the DFP, the only organisation
to produce nalional necws
rm.lu started with the audit of
films wused for the Prime
Minister's coverage,

The audit tcam comprisiog
of a director, two doeputy di-
rectors, an assistant ftlm pro-
ducer, an assistant director
and a scnior canwriaman took
account of expenditure of [Hims
from July 91 o Ociober 91,

Confidential report of thetir
findings said 103 ncews shots
out of total 149 wore waslage,
bul did not stalc any reason.

The shortAfc of illins arosc
alicr supplicrs reporiedly e

See Page 12 Col 7

BCL (S-A) factions
engage in shootout
on DU campus

By DU Correspondent

Gunshots, chases by rival
groups of Chhalra League [S-A)
aclivists created panic on
Dhaka University campus on
Thursday.

The clash ensued when a

p of armed youngsters, al-
cgcedly ousted activists of
Chhatra Lcague, came at Lhe
TSC and opencd fire from be-
hind the DU Snacks (DUS).

The pro-Awami League BCL
(S-A) activists countered the
other group from Shamsur
Nahar llall arcas, eye wilncsses
said.

The atlackers were report-
edly the supporters of the fac-
tion of BCL known as thc
Third World',

According lo wilnesses the

Scc Page 12 Col 6
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Ramzan begins
tomorrow

Moon was not sighted any-
where in Bangladesh Thursday
and the holy month of Ramzan
will begin on Saturday (March
7). The National Moon Sigh-
ting Committee announced in
Dhaka last night, reports BSS.

The committee, which met
at the conference room of the
Islamic Foundation last
evening, announced the dect-
sion alter no dependable re-
ports about moon sighting
were available from any part of
the country. The mecetling was
presided over by Moulana
Aminul Islam, a member of the
commillce.

The committee said that no
reports were available from any
dependable source about the
n'lu-nn sighting.
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At Fabric House

| Anvar hands over Tk 25m cheque to Khaleda I Al. su Spends

Montu, raps
Kamal

By Nurul Kabir

Awami League (AL) Central
Working Committee has re-
solved lo suspend Lhe party
membership of Mostafa
Mohsin Montu, General
Scerelary of the party's Dhaka
District unit, and fssued a
show cause nolice asking him
why he should not be expellced
from the parly

The Weorking Commiliee
et according o sources,
hias also ﬂ*l‘har;fy asked Dr
amad Hossain not o involve

mscll ‘organisationally’ with
e moeratic forum’. The AL
Working Committoe arrived al

the deciston on Montu's sus

pcnsion yesterday at 3 am al
the Minto Road residence of
the Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament. The meeting,
however, began on Wednesday
morning at the central office of
the party.

The punitive measures
against Montu came out againsi
the backdrop ol his alleged in-
volvement in the killing of AL's
studenl wing leader
Maniruzzaman Badal on
January 9 this yoar.

Farlier. AL distirict

Sce Page 12 Col 3
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Donors willing to
finance flood plan

Staff Correspondent

Donors have agreed to cx-
iend neecssary financial sup-
port in implementing the
Flood Action Plan (FAP).

This was disclosed yester-
day by Christopher Willoughby,
Resident Mission Chicl of the
World Bank.

Brieling newsmen on the
outcome of the five-day meet
on the FAP, Willoughby said
the donors had appreciated
the plan and committed assis-
tance lo support the 150 mil-
lion dollar programme.

Earlier, ycsterday morning
the donors’ group known as
the Local Consultative Group
(LCG) had a closed door meet-
ing Lo review the outcome ol
the neeting and dicuss its mlc
in assislance.

The five-year FAP (1990-

95) was devcloped by the
World Bank following a request
from the government. The
devastating floods of 1987 and
1988 prompiled Lhe govern-
ment o scek international
help and the issue was taken
1o the G-7 summil in Parils.

Since ils inception Lhe FAP
has come under criticisms
from diffcrent lobby groups,
especially environmentalists
on the plea that em-
bankmcnts under the plan
would allect the environment
by displacing thousands of

oph

Willoughby referring o Lhe
cnvironmenial aspeels
strvsscd on three i(ssucs of
erw ipruncrdial comyrn, Ih:

arc, according to him, com-
Sec Mage 12 Col |

UNHCR wants large—

piece of land to
camp Rohingyas

Star Report

The United Nations [ligh
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCRR) on Thursday re-
quested the government to
provide a large piece of land to
scl up a big camp to accom-

modate the srwlng number of
Rohingya refugees.

Jamshid Anvar, the visiting
Regional Director of the
UNHCR, conveyed the request
to Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia when he called on
her in the afternoon.

According to UNHCR
sources, the request was made

Four hurt 1n
clash with

extortionists
By Staff Correspondent

At least four persons were
injured when extortionists
cxploded crackers and [ired
gun shots at Mirpur and
Malibag arecas in the city
Thursday evening.

A group of alleged extor-
tionists altacked on a
Construction Farm at Mirpur
Section-12 al about 7 pm last
night as its owner, earlier, de-
clined to give them tolls.

The altackers fired gun
shols and c¢xploded crackers
lcaving three people injured
there, Two of the injured sus-
tained bullet injurics while the

Sce Page 12 Col 8

for land further north where
the topography is flatter and
much suited for the setling up
of bigger camps.

Earlicr, the UNIICR techni-
cal assessment team reported
that only the hilly land arcas
were potential camp sites, as
the low-lying paddy ficlds were
too wct placing sevcre con-
straints on the size of [uture
camps, According to Non-
Governmental Organisations
(NGOs) working in Lhe Cox’s
Bazar region, the crucial fssuec
in the international rclief ef-
forts at the moment is the
availability of land to set up
large camps. They rolnted out
that the land parecis presently
available are Hmltﬂd in size,
cnabling the operation of small
camps only.

A source quoted Jamshid
Anvar, the Director of the
UNHCR's Asia and Oceania
Bureau, as g that his mis-
sion's focal points was to ask
the government for additional
land. |

NGO sources also added
that small camps are not only
cost-prohibitive but they are
also difficult 'to keep under se-
curity control. Noting that is
still unclcar how the govern-
ment will react to such a re-
quest for land in the interfor of
the country, they said, much of
the land in the arca is private
property and the UNHCR de-
mand send prices soaring
and may also displace landlcss
farmers.

Several thousand tlons of
sugar rcmain unsold from the
previous year in the 16 sugar
mills of the country as another
crushing season comes to an
cnd this month.

Bangladesh Sugar and Food
Industries Corporation [ISFIC)
officials said on Thursday that
7,900 tons of sugar [rom the
last scason (1990-81) are
stocked in the godowns of the

Lion.
The target of the cyrrent

upadla of Uhw I

- scason 91991-92) 1s 2,008,000

lons, the source added.
"Last ycar we had a bumpor

production of 2,46,492 lons of
sugar but about 8,000 tons still
rcmain unsold although our na-
tional annual requiremcnt is
3,50,000 tons,” an oflicials of
BFFSIC said adding "This shows
how much smuggled Indian
sugar has flooded the marketL.”

Last ycar the produclion
target. was 1,99,000 tons
which was cxcecded by 47,402
tons because of bumper pro-
duction of sugarcane and dull
markct of gur (molasses), the
source added,

"Indian sugar is being sold
in most of the berder districts

By Asiuzzaman

al Taka 20 1o Taka 22 per kg
while our sclling mill rate is
Taka 25" the source said
andding that “to compcle with
smuggled sugar, the author-
tics had o refix sugar price
from Taka 27.74 to Taka 25 in
March last year.

Last ycar thc corporation
incurred a loss of aboul Taka
[ive cror¢ because ol these
problems, the source main-
Lained,

The source sald that this
ycar the target may nol be
achicved as hundreds of hand
and powcer crushers are being

operated in mill zones for gur
production.

This ycar the prices of gur
is higher than last year's. "The
Molasscs Control Ordinance
1956° wus slackcned in 1984
in mills arcas which hampered
adcequate supply of sugarcanc
in the mills, the source said.

It was imposcd later in
1986 bul only on the powcr
crushcers and Lthe law is siill
gravely violaled In all the arcas.

The sugarcane purchasing
rule is now Taka 40 per
muund, also highcr in compar-
ison with that in India;, the

source said adding "the Indian
sugar industiry s cnjoying
many government facilitics in-
cluding subsidy.” The industry
there is also cxempted from
production dutics, he andded.
The BSFIC has 16 sugar
mills with 26,000 workers and
cnmployces (duriing scason) and
GO0 officers and cmployces in
Dhaka ollice. The mills are
Panchagar Sugar Mills, Tha-
kurgaon Sugar Mills, Setabganj
Sugar Mills at Dinajpur,
Shampur Sugar Mills at
[langpur, Rangpur Sugar mills
at Gaitbandha, Joypurhal Sugir

Smuggled Indian sugar leaves home stocks unsold

Mills, Natore and Uttarbanga
Sugar Mills at Natore, Rajshahi
Sugar Mills, Kushtia and
Iabigan) Sugar Mills, Carew &
Company at Chuadanga, Farid-
pur Sugar Mills, Zeal Bangla
Sugar Mills at Jamalpur,
Kallachackra Sugar Mills at
Kishoreganj and Deshbandhu
Sugar Mills at Narshingdi.

Each mills requires 20,000
tons of sugarcane daily on an
average during the crushing
scason, the source sakd adding
that 2.5 lakh acres of land are
now under sugarcane farming

See Page 12 Col 8
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Dhaka New Market
Due 10 winding up of “Than" cloth department 15 o 5%
reductions are allowed from now
hiﬂaihpimwmm
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A Star Commentary
A dectsion by Gencral
"m"':n o 1971

lificd his mh ap-

barbarous

As f[ar as Yahya was con-
cerned, not even the bloodbath
unicashed by the army be-
tween March | and 65 was
EM.

in the evening, Y spoke
onl';urrdh. g

In the speech, Yahya tried
See Mage 12 Col |
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England, South
Africa win big

SYDNEY, Mar 5 : Veicran
allrounder lan Botham lifled
England to a memomble cight-
wicket win over arch-rival
Australia in the World Cup on
Thursday night and left the
defending champions on the
brink of elimination [rom the
lournament, reports AP,

Botham had carecr-best
limitced-overs figures of four for
3] as England dismissced
Australia for 171. He then
scorcd an aggressive half-cen-
luary.

The victory lifted England
lo scven points [rom its open-
ing four games of the¢ lourna-
ment and leaves it in sccond
spol bechind New Zealand and
virtually certain ol a semifinal
spoL

Australia suflered its third
dcfeat in four matches and
probably nced to win all four of
their remaining matches Lo
qualify for the semis.
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Clients' outburst
over bank
employees' whims

By Staff Correspondent

Angry clients smashed win-
dow panes of a number of cash
counters of the DBangladesh
Bank Head office Thursday
when a section of em
suspended work demanding
time scale. :

Witnesses sald that the
clicnis got angry when the

Bank employees suddenly sus-
pended their work in su

of their demands at about 9-30
am Thursday.
However, the situation

came under control when the
higher authorities intervened.
None was injured in the inci-
dent,

Jam Sadiq Ali
dead

KARACI 1, Mar 5: Jam Sadiq
All, the lamboyant chiel min-
fster of Pakistan’s southcrn
Sindh province and arch-cn-
emy of formecr primc minister
Benazir Bhutto, dicd early

Thursday. llc was 75, rcports
AP

Sadiq Al dicd at his home
in Karachi of cirrhosis of the
lver. The Sindh administra-
tion deelarcd three days of
mourning, closing government
offices and schools,

The ailing chicl minister
had been slipping in and oul of
a coma for most of the past
month since he collapsed Peb
11 during his daughter's wed-
ding eeremony.



