Hotel land casc

Allotment was to promote
foreign investment : Moudud

Fermer Vice-President
Moudud Ahmed, Ershad's co-

corrupl
told the court that
allotment of land 10 a five-star

Pleading his own case on
rmission of the court,
submiticd thal consti-

tution had provided that the
President shall make rules and

every policy decision was o
be approved by him
(President).

The charge hearing of the
casc was concluded
and judge of the special court
Nasiruddin Ahmed sct March
‘17 for nexi

No exceutive of the country
will be able to function i this
casc conlinues and Lthe whole
administration will collapsc,
Moudud obscrved.

Iic said with sarcastlic tonc,
the Prime Minister who is now
the cxccutive head of the gov-
ermment has to consull the
Bureau of Anti-corruption be-
fore taking a dccision and

signing a paper.

Gﬁ:ﬂ length the back-
of lnnd, he
was in linc
lllm-nl fnvest-
p*yhltlrnctbreﬁn
investmenl. The proposcd ho-
tel is whelly a
whatever was for it was
in the interest of the country.

Again, Moudud submitted

neither. he nor Ershad fixed
the price. They enly gave the

deciston and the rest was done |

by the rclevant officials in ac-
cordance with the government
"Rules of Dusiness”,

*This Is no ecase, bul in-
tended to political victimisa-
tian . . . the nation knows why
the case was brought against
us”, salid Moudud ﬁrnrh.rd'lng
his argument.

*  Earlier. chiel defenee coun-
scl of Ershad quoting relevant
documenis, submitied that the
plot given for the proposcd ho-
tel was not a commercial one.
The classificalion has been
waived by the RAJUK Hoard of
Trustce. The provision of sale
through auction was also
waived, :

On the acrusation of low
price, the counscl contended
that it was nol less than what
was askced for. The inlerest for
payment  in 12 instalments
was nol changed for the own-
crs of the holel instead agreed
to construct a 1,000 capacity
convention hall inside the hnr
tel.

EC : Rohingya persecution i
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rate of between 5.000 and
7.000 a day, ts reaching crisis
proportions, the office for the
UN Iigh Commissioncr for
Refugees (1ICR) sadd .

The authoritics in Dhaka,
alrcady coping with an csii-
malced 90,000 rclfugees, are
[acing a “logistical nightmare”
UNIICR spokcswoman Silvana
Foa satd.

The vast majority of Lhe
refugees arc crossing the
Myanmar- [Bangladesh Border
bringing with them Mitle more
than the clothes on their
backs, she said,

The influx of reflugecs has
increased by a (actor of 10
since mid-February, according
to UNITICRR sourecs,

The Muslim Rohingya
rcfugees are flectng what they
deseribe as widespread atroci-
tics by Myanmar troops since
March last year. 'rivalc agen-
cics have pul their number at
100,000.

IHligh Commisstoncr for
Refugees Sadako Ogala has
drawn 2.7 million dollars from
the UNIICR emergency fund to
meetl  their immediale re-
quircments, and an a for
intecrnational aid is Lo be
launched next weck.

Around 50,000 blankcts
and 10.000 rolls of plastic
sheeting arc being sent by afr-
planc 1o the scven camps in
IBangladesh where the refugees
arc being housed temporarily.

"We urgently need matcerial
to bufld sheliers for thesc
pcoplc™, an UNIICR official
said. “"The rainy scason is be-
ginning later this month. The
lacilitics in thc camps are in-
sullicient. The sides of the
roads are overfllowing with
rcflugeces Hving in shelters
made of lcaves and brushwood,

IICR dclegaics in the ficld
also report an urgent need for

mosquito ncts to fight frequent

ic onc and P

|
|
{
i

:
i

oulbreaks of malaria in the re- |

m‘?‘h World Food Programme
had made in emergency food
donation and the humanitarian
rclicl organisation, Mcdcecoins
Sans Frontiers (Doclors
Without Frontiers), collaborat-
ing with local non-government
groups, have sct up rclief facil-
ftics in Lhe camps,

Many of thc rclugees are
widows or aged dependents of
men killed or missing in
Myanmar according to the
UNIICR.

Earlicr the UNHCR Director
for Asia-Occania, Jamshed,
Anvar, said in Dhaka thatl an
appeal for 15 million dollars in
the current ycar was to be
made, dmﬂh!lng the refugee
issucasa”

[3SS [rom I}hakn reporis:
France is “decply concdrned”
about the Rohingya Muslim
rcfugee influx into Bangladesh
and will respond positively to a
UN aid appeal.

"We areiconcerned about
the influx and plight of the
thousands of Myanmar Muslim
rcfugees in Bangladesh and fol-
lowing the dcvclopment's
closely, the French,
Ambassador in Bangladesh,
Scrge Degallaix told newsmen
yesterday aflter returning from
a visit to the camps in Tcknal
undcr Cox's Bazar.

Degallaix is the [first
Western envoy to visit the
rclugee camps. |lc was accom-
panted by an oflicial of the
French Foreign Mintstry.

Another report adds: The
Jeddah-based Islamic
Development Bank (1DB) s
sending a four-member mis-

sion lo Bangladesh on Friday

#Ill: no access (o drinking wa- ncxt to see the plight of
ter. Myanmar Muslim rclugces,
Private sector Blankson sent
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Placed by thc party's By Staff Correspondent
::::‘;t mfc::;:rgn;f:ﬁ ~ Robert Blankson, a South

resolution strongly advocalces
for strengthening the privale
scclor ol the country’'s ccon-
omy, sburces said,

The party has always spo-
ken for a strong public scctor,
at lcast officially.

The prescent drafl economic
policy. according to sources,
maintains (hal ‘massive privale
initlative in the industrial sce-
tor is imperalive for the devel-
opment of the country's econ-

omy.
The draflt, howcver, op-
poscs further disinvestment of
the public scctor units,
sources added, ‘
The mecling began at 12
noon al the central office of
the party and was adjourncd at
Jpm (o resume at 7 at
Sheikh flasina’'s Minto Road
residence., :
Presided over chicf
Sheikh llasina, '?hcpar:’ccllng
was going on Ul latc last night.
Tl writing of this rcport the
mecting however did not take
any resolution on any issuec.
The Working Commitice of
the party is expecied to adopt
a number resolutions on dif-
ferent political, organtsational
and economic issucs today.
UND adds : Sourres said the
central commitice examined a
resolution of Dhaka District
Awami #¥ague requesting the
commiliee o expel its
sccreclary Mostafa Mohsin
Mantu for activitics detrimen-
tal to Lhe organisation,

The eentral commitice de-
cided to issue a letier o the
district unit of the party to
send dcetails of allcgations

againsi Mantu.

Alfrican national, who was ar-
resied in connection with drug
traflicking, was sent to the
Dhaka Central Jail at the end
of his three-day police remand
Wedncesday,

Earlicr, Blankson was pro-
duced before the court of first
class magistratc Mujibur
Rahman Mia of the Dhaka
Mectropolitan Magistracy where
he made a confessional state-
ment yesterday aflernoon.

Blankson was also produced
before the Chiel Mctropolitan
Magisirate's courl yesterday
evening where his bail petition
was moved. But the Chicf
Metropolitan Magistrate, Alha
Azizul llaque Bhuiyan m}ctln:f
the petition.

¢ Chiel Mctropolitan
magistrale rejected another
petition of Blankson's solici-
tors in which they pra for

demands Wednesday.
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PM orders strict
action against
price hikes
during Ramzan

Minister Degum
Zia Wednesday

Prime
Khaleda

' ordered siringent legal mlinn

against thosc who would be
I'uund invelved In artificial
pricc spiralling of food and
esscnlials during the month of
Ramzan, rcports UNIL

lier dircelives came al a
high-level mecting which also

' took a number of decisions to

ensure supply of food and
esscntials and control their
prices during the holy month

of [asting.
. The Prime Minister
rcsided over the mecling

1 for ensuring sales of
. and also for rceducing

Id at her Scerctarial yester-
day aflernoon. Market demand,
supply and prices ol csscntials
were also reviewed at Lhe
mecling.

According to the directives,
the Food Ministry will take
necessary steps for open mar-
ket sale of rice, and flour will
be sold at Tk 10.40 per kg in
trucks in all-citics in the coun-
try.

The Ministry of Commeree
will take adcquale measurcs
Soyabcan
ofl at Tk 36 at the maximum
prices of

. sugar, onfon, sall, gingcr and

pulscs.

Bangladesh Fisherics
Devclopment Corporation will
incrcasc its lish supply besides
taking neccssary sicps in ro-
ducing its price.

Dhaka City Corporation will
fix the maximum prices of
mecal for cnsuring fair- pricc
supply lor buyers.

The National DBoard of
Revenue will cxiend time for
importing [ruits at reduccd
price by a week.

The [lome Ministry will di-
rect all concerned loecal
administrations for cnsuring
uninterrupted, smoolh and

. specdy supply ol esscntials.

sccond class prisoncrship for

the accuscd. But the magis-
trate ruled for a scparatc ar-
rangement in gencral custody
at the Dhaka Central Jail for
Blankson.

Advocale SK Chowdhury
moved for the bail petition of
Blankson while Court
Inspector, llabibur Rahman
Bhutyan appecarcd for the pros-
ecution side,

Ruhul Amin, an Assistant
Commissioncr of the Deleetive
Branch (D), who is the inves-

The Communicalion
Ministry will arrange addi-
tional BRTC buscs, il needed,
to keep transport fares within
the limit

Begum Zia sought coopera-
tion of all businessmen, trans-
port owners, workers and
members of the public at all
levels in reducing prices of
foodstull and essentials during
the holy month.

Ministlecrs for
Communications, Commecree,

and Food, Dhaka Cily

. Corporation Mayor, I'rincipal

Scerctary to the [IPrime
Minister and concerned scere-
tarics and high officials were
present al the mecling.

Ramadan
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Outside Dhaka, the timing,
will be from 10 am o 4 pm
with the Zohr praycrs break

| from 1-15 pm to 1-30 pm.

Hlowever, banks, post of-
fices T&T, Raflways, hospitals,
stalc-owned industrial unites
and other emergency scrvices
will follow their own timings.

UND adds: Banking hours in
country's all scheduled banks,
including Bangladesh Bank,
during the holy month of

n were announced yes-

terday.

officer of the case, told '

Dafly Star that Diankson,
in & statement to the police
during the three-day remand,
confcssed that he brought
3,270 grams of heroin from
Thailand and passed it on to
Elladah McCord, another ac-
cuscd in the casc o carry it Lo
Zurich, Swilzeriand.

}
i

The changed officc time
will be from @ am to 3 pm with
15-minute break for Zohr
g. raycrs from 1-15 pm [rom

turday Lo Wednesday. On
Thursday, banking hours will
be from 9 am to 12-30 pm.

Transactions, howover, will
remain As carlicer, between 9
am and | pm, from Salurday to
Wednecsday and @ am o 11 am
on Thursday.

The ncw timing will be in
foree in the month of Ramadan
only, and normal time sched-
ule will be followed aficr that

period, satd a Bangladesh Bank
press reicase,

.
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« government

Raid on Shantibahini
hideouts : Three kl]led

RANGAMATI, Mar 4;: Two
top leaders of the outlawed
Shantibahini were killed and
another was caplured fn a gun-
forces in

Manikchhart upazila today, re-

ports UNI.

Sccurily forces also overran
the tribal insurgents’ ‘scclor
hecadquarters on a hilltop
there aller an hour long on-
counicr since 6:30 am, offictal
sources said.

A large quantity of arms and
ammunilion, insurgency-re-
lated documents and other
matcrial were recovered from
the dismantled den.

Athai Murma (30) and Ado
Murma (35], scll-styled
Assistant Dircclors ol the sce-
dicd on the spol, This
sector is condemned 'Jessore
Seclor’, Lthe biggest one of the
so-called Shantibahind.
Kayazori Murma (31) , also
lo bec an Assistant
Dircclor, was nabbed by Lhe
sccurity forces aller he was
injurcd scriously during the
while others sncaked
into junglcs afller the fall of
their scclor fortress,

Jessore 1s onc of six scclors
the DBahini has reportedly
mappcd outl in the grealer
Chitlagong i1ill Tracts as {is
gucrilla warfarc zones. [L 1s sit-
uated on Kala Pahar al
Moinbatf in thc upazila of the
hill district.

The clash ensucd when the
sccurily forces raided the sce-
tor hcadquarters carly in the
murning The insurgents

fought with deadly weapons

On the sctrure list were one
SMC, two 303 rifles, onc
pipeguns with three rounds of
bullet, two pistols, t(wo
grenades, aboul 1,000 blan-
kets, J00 maunds of rice and
matcrial related to sabotage by
the Insurgenis.

The Lribal gunmen, operat-
ing from camps across the
border, have so far killed more
than 5,000 pcople in the three
hill distrfcts and desiroyed
property worth crorcs.

Mcanwhile, the sceurily
forces recovered 61 303 bul-
icts abandoncd on the bank of
river Karnaphuli in Tabalchhari
upazila today.

Another report from Stall
corrcspondent in Chitiagong
says : Seccurity forces today
killed onc so-called
Shantibahini insurgent and In-
Lurn‘l another two in an am-

ush in Khagrachhari district,
official sources said.

They also recovered one
pistol. onc riflc and some am-
munition [rom the tribal
rcbels.

The sources said thal secu-
rity forces ambushed a group

of 25 fnsurgents al Guimara of
Matiranga upaxila of the dis-
trict al 10 am today.

The forees killed an insur-
gent in an exchange of fire that
lasted an hour. The iInjurced
were brought to Matiranga.
The other rebels fled into the
dl‘.ﬁil forests, the sources
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asks hc not be named.

According to Lthe rcport by
the Task Force appointed by
the Juslice Shahabuddin-led
Interim Government,
g T the Mlixing of low gas
price of KAFCO much bclow
the international market price
of equivalent fmported fucls,
cven less than the internal
markcl price of gas, indicates
that the decision has favourcd
KAFCO at the cost of national
interesis™,

“So, al the cnd, the Cabinel
Bang-
ladesh may cnd up carrying
the dirty towel of rcpaying
KAFCO's export credit of $230

, million™, a Finance Ministry of-
ficial says.

A top KAFCO exceculive told
this corrcspondent yeslerday
that the Company (KAFCO) was
ycl to be communicaled any
decisfon on the
projeel. “But | will expect a
decisfon as soon as possible”,
said Torc Fcuk, the Managing
Dircctor, when asked whether
there was immediate prospect
for a solution.

The KAFCO official also said
that the dircclor who had car-
lier scrved notice to the
KAFCO lloard to arrange funds
to prosccule Bangladesh
Government had already with-
drawn his proposal, Earlicr a
director of the Company
(KAFCO) issucd notice to the
Company Doard asking "a sufli-
cient amount of Taka for the
sole purposc of prosccuting
the said action against GOB be
scgregated from Lhe other
funds of the Company and
crediied o a separate bank ac-
count”,

When asked what would be
the cost over-run for the six-
month dclay, the KAFCO chicl
excculive said 1L was ycl 1o be
calculated,

The construetion work of
the largest foreign-invesied
projccl was suspcended when
Bangladesh refused to fssue

Letter of Credit,
The KAFCO boss argucd that

. the projeet could not sustain if

the gas pricc was raised by
0.30 dollar from the already

‘WB meet postponed

proposcd 8$1.00. The forcign
sharcholders of KAFCO has re-
cently proposed lo raise the
gas pricc to §1.00 from the
S0.75 stipulaled in the 1990
conlract,

When asked aboul the pov-
crnmentl’'s rcfusal lo issuc
guaranice o the enlire amount
ol 8230 million cxport credit
and whether the other share-
holders would provide counter
guaranice proportionale to
their shares, Tore Fouk said
KAFCO would provide counter

guaranice,

KAFCO walchers, however,
contest the idea saving the
KAFCO has more liabilitics
than asscts. The Company is
indcbted Lo general contractor
approximalcly 70.8 million
dollars for work ecarricd oul
undcr the supply contract and
other cosls and losscs in-
currcd, according to the
agenda of the 41st [oard
meeling and 10th AGM held
on March 2.

India’'s first win
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all out off 48.] overs.

Pakistan, third lavouriic be-
hind Australia and England
when the nine-natfon tourna-
ment began, has now slumped
lo a sccond less from four
games and have just three
points from a win and a no-re-
sulL

The previous meeting be-
iween the teams was in the
Sharjah lournament lale last
ycar when Pakistan scored a
resounding 72-run win. But

the enthusiastic Indians
bounded their opponents
Wednesday

Pakistan began the chase
slowly but cased onto level
terms with 14 overs to play. Al
the 35-over marks of both in-
nings, the sides had identical
figures of 100-3.

But the World cup's two
Iongest-serving players, Javed
Miandad and Imran Khan,
were unable o guide Pakistan
home

(Details on Page 10).
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Row over tickets:
Rlymen detain

passengers

From Our BAU

Correspondent

MYMENSINGII, Mar 4: All
passcnger (rains passing
through the town were de-
Lai this allernoon at the
station by angry railway cm-
ployces protesting manhan-
dling of some rafl way men by
Police at Nelrokona slation on
the samc day.

Earlicr, a mobile court led
by a Magistratc to apprchend
tickct-less passcngers found
the Mohangan|-bound 43-up
local train stalionced outside
the Netrokona Raflway Stalion
at around 2 pm allcgedly to al-
low passcngers without tckels

to cscape

Policc, led the
Magistirate, allr:y:dl*f t up
the driver, guard, ticket col-

lector and the fircman on duty.

Angry railway cmployces at
the Mymensingh Station, alter
hearing the ncws, detained all
trains passing through Lhe sta-
tion since 4 pm.

Following intervention by
the District Administralion
and Railway Oflicials, the
prolesting employecs allowed
the Dhaka-bound inter-city
Teesta and Ekola Expross
trains lo leave the slation al
around 9:45pm allcr over a
three hour delay.

Howcver, at least len other
local trains have been detained

by the employces.
Cold War
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forts by regional natfons (o
contain such conflicts as part
of a common fntcrest thal
China shared with the South
Asian nations.

Ilc sald thal there was no
possibilily of a collapse of so-
cfalism in China as it did in
Fastern Europe and the Sovict
Union as the Chincse modcel
was ‘quile different” and that
the ‘reform and open policy’
pracliced for the last ten
ycars had producced positive
resulls and the cconomy was
gelling betler cvery year.

“Politically the socialist road

| of China is diffcrent from the

Sovict onc and the practice of
socialism has p to be a
success in China,” he said,

. adding "thus. China will con-

e

i

tinue lo move on the path of
socialism.”
le said that the Asian na-

. lons musl adopt a ncutral for-

. eign policy
" principles of peacclul eco-exis-

based on the live

tcnee o mainiain peace and
slability in the region and
cstablish a ncw order.

The countries of the region
should cstablish relationships
bascd on coopceration for mu-
tual benefits, he said, but with
that a healthy competition
should also exist similar to that

. between Japan and the United

Slatcs.

lle, however, ruled out the
possibility of China's joining
any specefal regional economic
grouping. "I do nol forescc
such a situation happening for
China to unite with speetfic
countrics which would go
against the interest of other
counitrics in the reglon.”

lie sald that the big coun-
trics in the Asian region could
play both a positive role to
promote stability and [rend-
ship and a ncgative role 1o
promote a policy of regional
hegemony. "But our policy fs
not to allow the implementa-

tlon of such regional hege-
mony.” he added,

Replying o a stion, he
sald that the traditional and
fricndly relationship between

Pakistan and Chl‘n. would not
be alfecied by the recent im-
provement in the Sino-Indian
rclations,

lie said that the time was
not yel ripe’ for India 1o be-
come a member of the United
Nations Securily Council and
added that the matler should

be decided by the UN member
counirics,

| another dircctive on the day,
, aller consultation with (rade
| unfon groups, allowing banks

' Rs. 1,500, provided 1t was part

| 1,500.

4.30pm {{ neccssary

| Law authoritics announced that
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Shootout at Yemen Presidential
palace : Three killed

SANAA, Mar 4 : Two guards and a Yemend a olTieer
were kilied in a shootout al the presidentinl pake hut
an informed source loday insisicd the incident was not peligg-
cal. "It was a simple dispulc between twe people Lhat degon-
erated into a shooling.” he said, reports AFP.

biggest drug sei
seizure

TURBAT, Pakistan, Mar 4 : Pakistan burncd the world's
biggest drug scizurc tnday, sctling ablaze heroin and hashish
worth more Lhan s foreign exchange rescrves. Narrotics
Affairs Minister Rana Chandra Singh it an ofl-sonked rope 1o
ignite a huge pile of drugs scized in Westemn BDaluchisian
province last Oclober, reports Reuter.

Begin regains
consciousness

JERUSALEM, Mar 4 : Former larncll Prime Minisicr
Mcnahem DBegin has regained consctousncss afler suffering a
heart attack, but fs still linked to an artificial rl:lplrlllnr the

dircctor at his hospital said today, rcporis AFP
4 Sikh militants
killed

NEW DELIIL, Mar 4 : Four suspecicd Sikh militants were
killcd Wednesday in - Bombay in two incidenis, inchading a
bomb blast. Two Sikh scparntists riding a molorrycic died In-
stanlly in the wosicrn Inddan city when a bomb they were
carrying cxploded, Sccurily forces shot dead twn hardeore
Sikh militants in a rald on thetr hideoul In Thandup arca, re-
ports AFP

Historic March

The evenis of March 8
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night from his residence  at dt*ﬂt'mﬂtmlcﬂ that s |-
Road No. 32 in Dhanmandt. thority had reac cvery
Even the Stailc Dank, the sphere of public lie, cxcept

the army and poliec. I‘nwﬂ of
the people, it was proven

agnin, was far pt'ﬂar to lhnl.
ol the Wrnﬂ&

couniry's ceniral bank, fol-
lowed the order by opening In
the alernoon and not remit-
ting any moncy outside [Iangla
Desh. The sponlancous public
acknowlcdgement of Mujib's
authorily was so complete that
even Lhe Director of the
Central Doard of Directors of
the Siate [lank, S E Kabir, was

Popular participation in the
civil disobedicnee movement
continucd with more and more
politicnl parties and socio-cul-
tural groups taking up ncw

rcporicd by the Karachi- bascd  Programmes.
dafly Dawn 1o be “busy wilh
other oflicials near the coun- The Awaml League and

Chhatra Lenguce brought oul a
huge militant procession from
the Battul Mukarram premiscs:
the Studenis Unton of Matiya
Chowdhury held prayer: mevt-
ings and vowed 1o continue Lhe
siruggle to achicve the legiti-
malc righis of the poople: the
Writcrs Guild joined 1he
demonsiralions: housc-wives
camc oul info Lthe sirecis o
demand withdrawal of martial
law; leachers associations
pledged support to Mujib’s
non-coopcration movemend:
girls paraded the sircels in
Narayangan] and cxpressed
salidarity with the movement.

ters In supcrvising the trans-
actions” during thc allernoon

opcning
The Awami Leaguc issucd

to respeel cheques execeding

of the bearcrs’ salaries. Earlicr,
Mujfib had restricted the
amount Lo be drawn o Rs.

Food godowns were also al-
lowed to remain open afllcr

The same day, the Martial
all troops wcre being with-
drawn [rom Lhe cily and re-
turned Lo barracks. At the
same timec, rcporis from Lhe
districts spokc of hundreds of
casualtics from army [irings.
Curfcw was Imposed on
Rangpur and Rajshahi.

The military announccment
said, “Following Shcikh
Mujibur Rahman’'s appecal for
peace, there has been consid-
crable Improvement In the
general law and order situation
during the past 24 hours.”

Agricultural policy
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solved soon., U

The inaugural scssion was
also addresscd by  the
President of  Krishibid
Institution, Mirza A Jalil and
Scerclary General Javed Igbal
and Agricullure Exlension
Department Director General
and President of Lhe
'reparatory Commillee of the
convention M Shahidul Islam.

The spcakers also high-
lighted dilferent problems
the real authority in Bangla  faced by the agriculturists in

That was a tacil admission

on the part of the army sia-
tioned in Dhaka that Mujib was

| Desh. the country.

Change of
Address

New Address

Janata Bank

| Domar Branch

Post - Domar

Zilla - Nilfamari

Post - Cod No-5340
Dag No-1534

Khatian No-996
Mouza-West Bora-Gari

The Domar Branch has been shifted to the new
Address today the 05th March ‘92
» We draw kind attention of our patrons.

- Janata Bank
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