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Reforms in Saudi Arabia
Saud! Arabia ‘has made a good start on the
road to democralisation of iis socio-political
system. The road will be long and there may be
avoidable — and unavoidable — lapses and pit-
But the announced by King Fahd
Sunday augurs well for this country of 13
peop
move

million le,. one of the weallhiest In the

falls.
on
world. .

The for the formation of a 60-

member Consultative Couneill that will act as a
waltchdog over Lhe Al the same time,
the announced a Bill of Rights that iIs de-
signed the protection of Saudi residents —
both local and fi - against interference
from the state, incl the unauthorised entry
.of securily personnel, such as religious police,
into private homes.

Il the work of the proposed Council sets the
pace for the democratisalion of the system, the
enforcement of the Bill of Rights lays the founda-
tion of the appli¢ation of individual human rights
to a countiry which, by international standards,
has been considerably behind even some other
predominantly Muslim countries in this all-im-
portant field. '

Although the Council will be a wholly nomi-
nated body, it will have the right to initiate laws
and review [oreign and domestic policies, which,
until now, has remained (he exclusive area of
prerogatlives by the King, his carelully-chosen
cabinet ministers and members ol the Royal [am-
ily. In yet another significant move, the Council
will have a say in Lhe choice of [uture kings of the
country, although the actual selection will be
made by 500 senior peers of the ruling [amily,
thus giving an opportunity to the generation of
younger princes (o rise to the highest oflice in
the kingdom. There are also provisions for wide-
ranging autonomy for the country's 12 provinces
in administrative and development [ields. All
these new laws, issued In royal decrees. con-
tained in 83 articles, make up what Is called a
"Basic System of Government"”, which is, in ellect.
may well serve as the kingdom's first wrillen
constitution since the country was founded In
1932,

The move raises many questions, mostly
about what happens next to give a momentum
to the democratisation process. When and how
‘the kingdom will move towards the formation
of an elected parliament and start thinking
about turning the absolute monarchy into a figure-
head head of state, a remote possibilily, can only
be a subject of speculation. With the King
enjoying the power ol dissolving the Council and
appointing a new one al any time, the success of
the present experiment essentially depends on
harmony between the administration and the
consultative body. At the start. perhaps for
months and years, the Council is unlikely to act
too courageously. However, one hopes that it
does mol become too- docile to lose ils credi-
bility, turning the exercise into a non-starter.
After all. the eflorts in democratisation have
faltered in many countries in that region,
especially Kuwait. Let us hope, this will not
happen in Saudi Arabia which can provide a lead
lo other countries in the peninsula on the
modernisation process, especially in the context
of the country's observance of the basic tenets of
Islam. In this sense, the Saudi experiment, if
successful, can provide an alternative to the
system [avoured by fundamentalist groups in
some Islamic countries. .

No More Bragging, Please

No one is inlerested in as to who should
be hanged for the present mosquito scourge. We
are all tired of decades of bragging about the
problem. All he now want is the pests to go.
Glory belongs {o those thal have been bearing
the unbearable for so long, for the seasonal
visitation ol Namrud-killers had long turned into
perennial permanent presenc¢e. And all the
world’'s shame to the same for not speaking up
and going Into serious public action. For months
on end all dwellers of this city had all day long
been shaking all their limbs and scratching
wherever their hands could reach — resting only
wh;n they get into the mosquito nets usually at
night.

And whal happens to those who haven't nets
because ‘they cannot allord one? They spend an
interminably livelong night through a veritahle
hell as is only in God's power to punish with.
They cannotl help become somewhat neurotic —
or shall we say psychotic? And those who can buy
nets but still do not, they go for the many brands
ol spray insecticides giving a damn to the fact
that they are doing a little more than killing
these infernal parasites — they are releasing CFCs
into the atmosphere depleting dreadfully the al-
ready dangerously dwindling ozone reserve in the
stratosphere.

IL is very much immaterial whether DCC is in-
deed responsible for the unbridled growth of the
disease-inllicting and pain-causing insects. The
point is Dhaka 'living’, with a capital 'L', with that
it encompasses and entalils, is the substance of all
of the DCC's business. That Is the universal as well
as popular perception of the DCC's reason for
exisience. And we see nothing wrong with this
idea. Now il Is the DCC's own headache to choose
and activise who would be the agencies they
would need (o get co-operating. This capital city,
in order to be worth its prestige and privileges,
must get rid of the mosquitoes, right now. And
the Dhaka City Corporation will cause it to be
executed without any failure or any kind of pre-
tences to it.

We are sorry to note that the above was not
quite the temper of what Mayor Abbas Mirza told
a press conference the other day. He, however,
promised that once eliminated, the insects would
notl be allowed to come back ever again. We mar-
vel at his confidence and are confused about the
ways he would ensure that. These promises
should better be lefl to be realised than bragged
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N essence, the preve-
ntion of Terrortsm B
1992 seeks to prevent
the threat and' the use of
violence as a form of political
expression that cannot be
legally penalised. The bill
seems to have been (napired by
increasing violence and in-
creasing criminality in the face
of which the police and the
courts to be powerless.
The HE has its opponents.
They are drawn f[rom both
sides of parllament and claim
that, if bill is passed into
law, it will be another “black
law”, that it will be a breach of
human and fundamental rights
and that it will. in its advocacy

of capital punishment, be “a
returm to rism” At the
same time, however. the

leader of the opposition in a
statesman like manner has
said that the opponents of the
bill are ndt supporters of ter-
rorism.

In the less sophisticated
mind of the general public.
confusion reigns. If both the
opponents and the supporters
of the bill wish tu prevent ter-
rorism. then why the histri-
onic display on the floor of the
House following the introduc-
tion of the bill and why the
references to fundamental and
human rights ? Is it again a
story of sour grapes 7 Are the
bill's opponents wishing that
they and not the government's
front bench had put forward
this excellent idea ?

In any case, efforts to deci-
pher the self-contradictory
and confusing s being
transmitted to the electorate
must commence with a defini-
tion of terrorism in our na-
tional context.

While the bill, in its present
form, emphasises the essen-
tially criminal nature of the use

Terrorism Bill and its Opponen

by S Alam Rashid

In any case, efforts to decipher the sclf-contradictory and confusing messages being transmitted to the
electorate must commence with a definition of terrorism in our national context.

or the threatened use of vio-
lence. it seems that the -
nents of the bill wish to
the meaning of the
“violence”. There o be
.dmumwmhum
two categories: first. the pure
criminal vartety as commit
by the te practitioner and,
. the “political” variety
as committed by the so-called
“activist” operating under the

sponsorship of a political
party or -interest
#—i of such a

division in the definition of
viclence and terrorism provide
an interesting insight into the
mental processes of polit-
clans. We are being told that f
members of the publie are
;mnn:lh crippled or killed or
ave eir private pro

destroyed b lndhricru-r I.:Jlrr
groups sheltering under a
"political cause” t are no
grounds for criminal prosecu-

tion as no crime has been
committed. It has even been
said by a particularly vocal MP
that such prosecution resulting
in capital punishment or the
death penalty for the criminal
would be "a return to bar-
bartsm” There {s no redeem-

ing suggestion that terrortsm

itselfl is barbaric or that the use
of violence is in any way so-

cially undesirable. It (s
nowhere suggested that vio-
lence is unjustifiable in a
democratic situation. We are
not told how the benefits of

terrorism would be explained

All political parties In

Bangladesh have an interest in

preserving and protecting
thetr, mdbr- against crimi-

prosecution. Indeed such
assured immunity is :Iremq‘
uisites of terrortem and might
extraordinary

political life. Assured occasions
for violence, assured illegal fi-
nancial opportunities and as-
sured possession of unlicensed
and untraceable lethal

are the additional attractions

held out w aspiring political
activists. This political-crimi-

nal culture, to a greater or
lesser extent, governs the life
of the citizen today and 1t is
impossible 1o tmagine politics
in Bangladesh without
soldiers’ pretending lo be stu-
dents.

It has been observed by the
better-informed foreigner that
the interests of individuals or
groups of individuals have al-
ways had an inordinate influ-
ence over measures that were
designed to benefit society or
the country as a whole. The
subjective and lesser interest
of well-or groups have
always n precedence over
the objective and greater in-
terest of the public. All special-
interests share a common

characteristic : they all want to
be the exception to the rule
that is de to put them
on an equal footing with the
rest of society. This Is under-
standably and especially true of
sociopaths.

The bill's opponents are
confused and shaken by what
they view as the ment's
contemplation of political sul-
cide, by the t's rad-
ical re from established
and time-honoured usage and
custom. There ia a feeling that
the government is betraying a
universally accepted political
credo. There s the suspi-
cion that while the govern-
ment will try to destroy the

opposition’'s ‘soldiery’. #t will
not dismantle its own. There s

the deeper suspicion that it
will also dismantle its own.

There is the well-founded
apprehension that the Home
Ministry will be vastly streng-
thened and the police. for-
tified by unambiguous policy
and new fon. will be-
come a less doubtful body. It
has been said. in support of
these fears, that the al-

exist and there is no

for new ones. The bill's
opponents may have a valid
point here if they are saying
that enforcement of law is the
crucial thing and not the mere
writing of law into the statute
books. On the otherhand. it
may be asked I the existing
laws really do permit the ar-
rest and te punishment
of violent criminals of all
kinds. sponsored and unspon-
sored.

Perhaps the answers to
some of these fears be In regu-
lating the abuse of power by
the police. At the same time
the public interest will be best
served if the police are assured
that' they. too, will be pro
tected against financial corrp-
ton and offictal coercion That
ia to say that the giver of bribes
should be as culpable as the
taker as it is hard to hear the
sound of ome hand clapping
The same kind of rules must
apply to the courts and the

trial judges.
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In certatn respects, th bl

doecs nodt far enough. For ex-
ample. flicgal possession
and of and wal

ficking in explosives. explosive
substances. fircarms and am-
munition should have been
menlioned Will the bill will
ingly wierate the disabling or
destruction of public wiiiny
serviees (water. gas. clectric
ity]. telephone and telegraph
lines. fuel storage depots and
radic and ielevision facilittes?
Will squatting or the foreeful
scizure of another's tmmenabic
property carry the same
penalty as forceful eviction” On
the question of capital pun
ishment. it may be asked if &
will be extended to cover wife

murder and the of mdnor
children. What t those
whe use motor wehicles as

weapons of destruction? Is
capital punishment contem-
plated as a deterrerit or s &t

politically negotiable?

There have been constant
references o human rights by
the bill's opponents. While 1t s
clearly understood that the le-
gal nghts of the eriminal are
causing concern. it is not
equally clear that the human
rights of the ordinary citizen

' are recetving equal considera-
ton. It ts far from clear that
the bill's opponents are inter-
ested in protecting society

against the depredations of un-
accountable criminals.

There is a saying that it is
better to have an intel
encmy than a foolish friend. In
the case of the prevention of
Terrortasm Bill. 1ts opponents
must take care not to befriend
its supporters. The morality of
the bill is not negotiable and
there is no aid donor in the
‘'world who has the courage to

oppose it

EW YORK — The West's

long dominance of our

planet's means of com-
munication is again evident in
the insistently posed question:
how soon will Western forms
of political democracy be
adopted in Eastern Europe and
the Third World? Opinion
from those regions, however,
reflect caution about this, and
point dnstead to the need for
self-reliant construction of
culturally appropriate
democracy.

Western democracy is mag
nificently enunciated at the
level of principle. Former
Tanzanian President Julius
Nyerere describes Abraham
Lincoln's definition of democ-
racy — government of the peo-
ple, by the people. for the
people — as "the most succinct
and universally acceptable”. But
he points out that Lincoln's
definition "says nothing about
how people organise them-
selves for their own gover-
nance”. And the West itsell has
very limited actual experience
of doing so.

Democracy, as defined by
voting rights for all adult citi-
zens, women as well as men,
has been operational in the
West for less than 70 —a
mere blink of the eye in hu-
man history. And already the
prospects for the Western
ideal of an Athenian-quality
debate over candidates and
programmes by educated and
well-informed voters seem to
be receding.

Even as the West has
achieved unparalleled levels of
public education and access to
information, its political de-
bate {s being reduced to
mindless electronic "sound
bytes” mixed with diversionary
tricks by professional cam-
paign consultants. A new polit-
ical industry now “packages”
candidates like stars. and po-
litical parties like brands of
breakfast cereal. with slick
television commercials costing
millions of dollars.

Indeed, craggy-faced, poor
and honest Abe Lincoln would
not stand a chance today.
Running for elected office in
he West is becoming too costly
and morally repugnant and a
trial for the dedicated.
Intellectually mediocre but
telegenic candidates, coached
by “image-makers” and funded
by special interests, are
swarming into the political
arena.

In the Western ideal., a
"vigilant” free press and the

ty of fully enfranchised eit-
izens Lo turn out tainted or in-
competent governmentis were
supposed to constrain corrup-

Mirpur bus fare

Sir, | remember clearly of a
presas report some years back
when the Link Road connect-
Ing Agargaon with Mirpur Sec-
10 Golchakkar was under con-
struction; The former
President H.M. Ershad visited
the site and directed the rele-
vant authorities to complete
the work on an emergency ba-
sis. The repert also stated that
the road, when completed
would afford the people facility
to travel to and from Mirpur at
a lesser time and expense.

After the completion, no
doubt a shorter time Is con-
sumed, but the transport au-
thorities viz. BRTC, Bikalpa
and private bus owners are
charging equal fare as in vogue
for the journey from Farmgate
to Sec.10 (Golchakkar] via
Asad Gate and Technical.

It is a matter of misfortune
that the department which is-
sucd the press note has not
felt any necessity to ensure

Whose Democracy — For Whom?

With the demise of communism, the West is urging one and all to take up democratic

forms of government which gave the West its current dominance in the world. But whose
is this? And for whom is it designed? These are the questions posed by author

 democracy

Erskine Childers, a former adviser to the United Nations Secretary-general.

tion and gigantic mismanage-
ment by public officials but

these transgressions oo are
increasing — and always at the
expense of the poor.

In face of all this, pes-
simism and cynicism about
both "politics” and “politicians”
is rising dangerously across
western society. The percent-

age of citizens who even use °

the voting rights of which
hundreds of millions else-
where have only been able to
dream i{s declining. Only
Australia has compulsory vot-
ing,

Majority rule is not very re-
assuring when it is based on
the votes of a fraction of the
cligible population.

If "government by the peo-
ple” is not doing nearly as well
as it should. neither is
"government for the people.”
Support for political democ-
racy grew in the beliel that ft
would bring increased pros-
perity to all. But one in every
10 US citizens is now on gov-
ernment food stamps. and
some 38 million have no
health insurance whatever. In
the West as a whole, the num-

ber of unemployed. abjectly
malnourished. and

or,
Ezmcleu is increasing relent-
lessly.

It is no longer so easy to ar-
gue that this is not the fault of
the system, that voters are just
getting the economic policies
the "majority” votes for. New,
structural features in the sys-

tem itself may be beginning to

tilt governance permanently in
favour unregulated capitalism.

The huge cost of campaign-
ing. combined with corporate
mass media make
it increasingly difficult for
working-class litictans to
reach voters. ‘F?lck unions
have been crippled in many
countries by right-wing gov-
ernments. Conservative media
treatment of economic issues
forces social democrats into

centrist positions.

‘Entrenched conservative
bias in Western democracy
may also result from pre-elec-
tion polling. which puts a sim-
plistic, laissez-faire twist on
mmplexmnnch:lm and economic
issucs, re
debate. And ﬂr:-d;"ill:zip:;
polls predicting defeat for

that | was mmp-nttvely ]

Ie}::r:r amount of fare for this
shorter journey from Farmgate
to Golchakkar via Agargaon.

It is therefore imperative
that a reasonable fare propor-
tionate to distance s be
fixed and the transport people
should be impressed upon to
follow it with all rigidity.

S.M. Hussain .
Mirpur, Dhaka.

Inspiration

Sir, Obviously it is our duty
to express deep
the Almighty who has kindly
created us as able persons. And
one of the ways to express
gratitudes is through helping
the disabled, According to the
available statistics, more than
500 million people in the
world are disabled. We should
not hate or hurt the disabled
in any way rather we should
always encourage them to live
normally in the society.

Recently, in a weekly

magazine | read a poe

gratitudes to

progressive candidates can de-
ter supporters [rom even
bothering to cast their vole.
Few countries follow France's
ban on all polls in the final
pre-election period

Only scvere limits on pri-

vate spending by candidates — |

along with adequate public
campaign flunding — can halt
the ominous trend towards
elections becoming the exclu-
stve preserve of the rich or of
politicians beholden to special
interests.

Fear that "big money and
big media” are gencrating Jong
runs of socially devastating
conservative geévernment in
winner-take-all systems is also
increasing interest in propor-
tional representation, by vot-
ers’ "preferences” rather than
single-candidate "yes" or "no”
voles.

Meanwhile., to compound
the danger in merely copying a
still very imperfect Western
system, the most aggressively
promoted version includes the
premise that democracy only
works {f accompanted by un-
bridled market economics.

This new Western conservative «

assertion has neither philo-
sophical nor historical justifi-
cation. Indeed, most of the
threats to the working of
Western democracy noted
here dertve from the impact of
capitalism on Western society

and its institutions of gover- -

nance.
Social democracy is now in
danger ol being crushed be-
tween the convulsing jaws of
bankrupt statist command
cconomies and unprincipled
capitalism, which many
Western leaders preach like a
new reli . Yet this is a sure
path to the kind of fundamen-
talism that can tear democracy
apart — whether Christian au-
thoritarianism. a new white-
racist [ascism. or an ultra-con-
servative [slam.

The quest for democracy
among hundreds of millons is
there at an extremely vul-
nerable stage. Ironically, the
West's history of highly un-
democratic behavior in other
lands s heavily responsible.
the Western powers’ military
invasion to overthrow the

1917 Russian Revolution

helped to justify Stalinist op-
“pressfon.
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spiration by Jeannie Miller
r she became severely dis-
abled. | am greatly touched by
the poem and | would like to
uce at least portions of
it which, | am sure, will not
only inspire the disabled but
also the able persons who are
everyday fighting with the
and sorrows of life:
re is nothing to stop
you from building again
When all of your castles
have crushed.
There is nothing to stop you
from dreaming again
When the things long

worked for have smashed... ..
Get on with the job of re-

building your life
It's so useless to sigh, or
complain
best thing to do — is to
start out anew
Phuck up courage, and then

try again.”

M. Zahidul Hague
Assistant Professor, BAl Dhaka.

Western colonfalism long
denied most ol humankind any
chance 1o solve endogenous
denweracy. And most of the

post-colomial Third Waorld dic-

tators now deplored by
Western leaders have in f[act
been financed and urmed by

Western intelligence agencies

Those now trying to find thetr
trwn wity lorward deserve a less
arrogant and less ideological
depiction of Western political
democracy. An end to covert
interventions or other political
pressures by Weslern powers
would also be more in line
with their professions of
democratic convictions. The
rest of humankind must have

breathing space 1o evolve an
endoge nously free governance
— IPS

fOPINION
Observations of a Foreigner

For many years | have
promised my best friend that |
would visit Bangladesh. | am
American and met my [riend, a
Bengali, when we were en-
rolled at Harvard Business
School. Bangladesh conjures
up images of straw huts, starv-
ing children and dirt roads in
the minds of insulated citizens
of the United States, the vast
majority of whom have seen
foreign land only on their tele-
vision sets. Those who do have
a passport tend to use it to
cross the borders of Northern
Mexico [a suburb of California),
Canada (without the flag you
couldn’'t tell the diflerence).
Jamaica, and for the really ad-
venturous, Europe.

Last . my Bengall fnend
spent Cmm and New Year
in Pittsburgh with my family
and friends. So this November
when he asked me [ | had
plans for the holidays and |
said "no”, | knew what the
next question would be.

Tickets to Dhaka were
booked. Injections, malaria
pills, warnings aboul the water
and fresh vegetables. Most of
all warnt about some of

what | would experience: beg-
En* deteriorating buiid 4
ts of people and lots of wait-
ing.
72 hours later I'll tell you
the good and the bad while

stating up front, these are first
— you know what

impressions
they say about first impres-
sions.

children. Children wear no
jewellery. perfume or make-

My Bengali friend is a
difficult benchmark. He is
intelligent, competitive and
successful compared against
any one in the world, not just
in Bangladesh. Professional
success is not the basis for my
friendship. He has become my
closest [riend because of a
level of spirituality and under-
standing of people that | have
never seen Iin the Weslern
world.

No disrespect to my friend.
In Bangladesh, he is an ex-
treme, but not unique. | first
rcalised that these qualities
extended to his family and
then many of his friends that |
have met in the last three days.
| recognise that he is a mem-
ber of a small, highly educated
minority. But when | went to
villages hours outside of Dhaka,
although I could not speak the
language. | recognised the
same basic qualities in the
and smiles of the pmpkm.
the work ethic of the family on
a rudimentary but clearly evi-
dent scale.

So what is wrong with

Bangladesh?

Robin Nydes

| had to sit back and ask
mysell when | had these first
Impressions.

Populaton?

Maybe, but maybe not. Look
at China, experiencing positive
GNP growth of 8 per cent, and
in the southern province
around Guangzhou, in excess of
14 per cent. Look at Thailand,
Taiwan and Hongkong. | did
not bring the statistics to
Dhaka with me. but given
Hongkongs wall-to-wall, egg
carton stacked population, |
think it easily beats Bangladesh
in the population density
Olympics.
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Maybe, but maybe not. All
you have to do is examine the
few islands of pure, free mar-
ket capitalism that exist: the
rickshaw wallahs who work
day and night in all weather:
the New ket where many
shops were open. any business
was welcome. on Christmas
Day (an official holiday): and in
the small countryside villages,
where the candles are burning
long after sunset in the village

“tea hut, where one taka or a

couple eggs or biscuits will buy
you a few cups of tea after a
hard day’'s work

So what is wrong with
Bangladesh?

I got my clues indirectly by
overhearing a few conversa-
tions that were emotional and
sprinkled with English, as is
common among those looking
for an expression not possible
in Bengali. Sensing they ap-
peared frustrated or upset, |
would sometimes intrude and
ask for a further explanation.
Tea growers who are forced by
law to sell all of their produc-
tion at the auction, forcing

them to set up a separate auc-

tion buying erganisation to buy
their own tea so that they can

then export it. Jute producers
forced to ‘officially’ sell above a
minimum price set by the
Government, even if whrld
market prices are below this
price. Satellite television and
communication currently pro-
hibited and "under study” until
19965.

But the force of the market,
the desire to match buyers and
scllers, is as old as civilisation.
The market will always find a
way. As stated above, tea grow-
ers employ auction buyers, jute
producers give ‘refunds’ to
buyers representing the differ-
ence between government and
market prices. and with a litile
‘backshish’' you can get a satel-

lite dish on your house next
week.

So yes, the market will al
ways find a way, at a price.
That price s ineffliciency.
Inefficiency means a waste of
valuable, limited resources.
time and money. The people
who pay the price are not only
wealthy business people, but
also those employed by the
business peouple and those who
se¢ll to the business people
The real cost is economic de
velopment. These inefficien-

—

ches arc a constant bruke on
the whoo!l ol growth.

Whiat s wrong with
Bangladesh”

Upon further enquiry | have
come o understand that more
than 99% ol the power iIs in
less than 1% of the popula-
tion's hands Market reform
will resull in the loss of a lot of
power and ‘backshish' from
the hands of a few very impor-
tan! pcople who say yes' or
no' a few very important
people in the government.

| have heard this story be-
fore.

| am in partnership with an
Austrian bank that buys owner-
ship in companies eperating in
Poland, Hungary and
Czechoslovakia.

If you would have asked me
if | have ever seen a political or
economic system with prob-
lems similar to those in
Bangladesh described two
paragraphs above, my response
would have been immediate —
in what was Communist
Europe.

A bit of hope. Communism
ended for Poland. Hungary and
Czechoslovakia in 1989,
Currencies became convertible
for foreigners. with freée repa-
triation of capital and profits.
100% foreign ownership is
permitted and supported. The
government is privatising ev-
erything. Prices are free mar-
ket. These three countries are
looking at the highest rates of
expected real GNP growth in
Europe in the next five years,
in excess of 5%.

Now the bad news.
Communist Europe ended be-
cause the majority spoke with
one united voice that de-
manded change. They realised
in the long run everyone would
be better off by coming to-
gether to oust the few gov-
ernment officials who were the
main beneficiaries of the
communist system. The -
ernment officials always f:d
food, vodka. comfortable
homes and cars. The govern-
ment officials tried selfishly to
stop those changes that in the
end would benefit the many.

One voice that demands

People told me il | submit-
ted an article like this, there
would be a few loud cries ol
"CIA" or “"You don't under-
stand”. Beware of those ulter-
ing these accusations, ['ve
heard them before in 1988 by
government officials from
Eastern Europe who'are today
either out o . in l. or
both. Job -

From what | have seen. you
have no excuse. Bangladesh has
some of the most beautiful,
hard working. intelligent peo-
ple | have ever seen.

What's wrong - with
Bangladesh? The answer
should be nothing

Speak with one brave voice
that demands change

Mhe writer is a London-based
banker who visited Bangloadesh in
December 9] .)




