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Struggle Begins at 58

by Nazme Sabina

n 1967, Jainal Abcedin, retired as dirccior
of Ansar Acadcoy tn the then East Pakistan. To
clear the paper work for his pension, at [irst,

to give bribes of 200-300 Laka and this
a reguliar monthly affair.
he s 0 habituated o this ritual that he
even cager o lalk aboul his expericnce.
He said rather indiffercatly, “Tm near o my
. 1 don't feel like talking about these
anymore, you'd beller ask someone

older the pensioner is, the more In-
mbent #t Is to givwe ‘Bakhshish' even w0 L
ry”, adds he.

Abudin, unfortunaicly, §s nol an cx-

Pension is a given right to, but nol an asto-
nishing achicvemoent for a retired officer in
Bangladesh. Yol dolayed actions, incllicikoncy,
and nonchalance
rule the Treasury
Office, at Johnson
Road, in Dhuka.

On papcr,
drawing of thc
two wvariclics of

Eﬂhm — regu-

According o a Treasury stall, pensioncers do
not bring along all, the necvssary s ol a
time, so that the work is hall-done. "Thal's
how it takes time,” he says. Butl sullerers com-
platned that they were never told what papers
were necvssary in .

The stall, according o Ashraful Hlagque, an-
other pensioner, would ask the candidate o
come back aller 20 days even when some pa-
pur was novded the candidate immedialcly,
and which could be supplicd by the siafl
promptly wo. Completing the eanlire proccss
therefure means spending an unncecssary
amwunt of money and time. .

According W government rules, the Treasu-
ry office is suppused o prepare the candidale’s
pension book within a period of 30 days. Bul in
readity, it nuy Lake up 10 six months.

On the other hand, a retired officer on a

$ pension of Taka

| 800 cannol ac-

quire the whole
amount. Aflter
puying bribes of
up lo 500 taka he
is lefl with a pal-
try sum eof 300.

and graluity Conscguently, the
paymenis — look pension cannot
tough enough. Lut Eoulhlr suppuort
there Is c¢ven im,
more 1o it Lhan DiMcultics also
just formalitics. arise when the
The pension can- government pass-
didate, at first, vs new  inere-

should ask for a
sanction Ilctler
from the con-
cerned Chicl Ac-
counis Ollicer.
Then Lhe candi-
date must tlake
the troublc of oblaining the approval of the Dis-
trict Accounts Officer on the pension bookket
and othcr papers. Aller this, the candidale has
to approach the particular bank o draw Lhe
gratuity and rcgular monthly allowances. lle
can draw Lhe allowance from Bangladesh Bank
afler obtaining an order from the Treasury.

Easy as it scems, in reality every st is un-
necessarily prolonged. Bribery or bakhshish is
onc way of gelting through the red-lape. This
‘bakhshish’ in monclary value, starts from a
taka, and its non-monctary value can cven be
two malchsticks as given by [Hamidur Rahman,
ex-secrelary, Salimullah Medical Colicge llos-
pital. When asked why he did so, he reluctant-
ly nTih.'d. “Why not?”

" 1 ecan’t plcase them with a gencerous
amount of ‘bukhshish’, thcy may intentionally
make mistakes In the paper that would send
me back W square one again. Now, what clse
should | do”?” asked lamidur Rahmew, '

Whal are the reasons behind this?

menl as medical

(MA) "and dcar-
ness allowances

(DA). If an em-
ployce had u pay
scale of 4200-
|50-5250 and re-
tired bolore 1.7.91, then his pension would be
: 40 per cent (pe) of 4200 taka plus 10 pe of
Ist DA plus 10 pe of 2nd DA plus 10 pe of 3rd
DA plus 10 pe of otal amount and at last, MA
of Taka 100, f.c. 2502.40 Laka.

And now, the above pay scale has become
7100 - 8x200 - 8700 taka and cflective for
those who retired afller 1.7.91. Accordingly, we
find large discriminution belween the two pay
scales. The existence of two dilferent sets of
pay scales has made work of the stall and the
pensioners ruther complicated.

Al various puints of drawing pensions, some
ol the old nen in the Court Building arca on
Johnson Road, can be scen panting  hard,
some lic on the beneh waiting hours on end.
To overconw these obstaclkes, only a bit of hu-
manily is needed. "You should bear in mind
that onc day, you oo will be a retired ollicer
and come here for your pension. low will you
feel when you are treated in this way?” asked a

* highly annoyced pensioner to the stall.

Fourth festival ends

Call to popularise
Tagore songs
to enrich

cultural heritage

The two-day fourth National
Tagore Songs Festival, organ-
iscd by Bangladesh Rabindra
Sangeet Sangstha, ended In
the eity Wednesday with eall o
popularise Tagore Songs
among
cultural , reporis (1SS,

Leading singers both (rom
old and young gcnerations

participated in the concluding
day fcstival,

g dedicated 1o the
memory of mystic singers-Abul
Alcem and Al Khan.
Three celcbhbraled artist,
Soharab |lossain, edaruddin
Ahmed and Sudhcen Das were
honourcd on the occasion.
Presided over by the
President of Sangstha, noted
Tagore Song artisie Kalim
Sharafl, # was atiended by
noled Journalist Bazlur
Rahman as the chicl guestL

Royal Air Force
chief calls on
Khaleda

Chief of the British Royal |

Air Force Sir Peter Harding
called on the Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at her of-
fice Wednesday afternoon. re-

ports UNB. 1

The RAF Chiefl who arrived
here Tuesday on a three-day
goodwill visit o Bangladesh
spent some time with the
Prime Minister,

Chief of Bangladesh Air
Force Air Vice-Marshal Altaf
Hossain Chowdhury and British
High Commissioner in Dhaka

Colin Henry Imray were pre- |

sent during the meeting
Argentine envoy
presents
credentials

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas received the creden-
tials of Victor E Beague, the
Ambassador-Designate ol Ar-
gentina, at a ceremony at
Bangabhaban Wednesday, re-
ports BSS.

Presenting thé credentials,
the Argentine envoy hoped
that the cooperation between
the two [riendly couniries in
economic, scientific, techno-
logical and cultural fields
would develop in the future,

Metropolitan

ple for enriching |

Chhatra Oikya Forum brought out a procession in the city Wednesday to mark its founding

anniversary.

ltare. Irrigation. Wa-
ler lopment and Flood
Control Minister M Majidul
Hug. Wednesday said that
the nt was preparing
a master plan for protecting
the country from river-croston.
flood, cyclone, tornado and
other natural calamitics with
the advice ol the foreign and
local experts. reports BSS.
He was addressing a public
meeting at the Patgram Anath-
bandhu OGovernment High

School in Manikganj as the
chiel guest
State Minister Jor

Land

AGM

of retired govt

Master plan to protect country
from natural calamities in offing

Mohammad Kabir Hossain. lo-
cal Member of Parltament
Harunar Rashid Khan Munno
and local leaders including the

chairmen of some union

parishads also spoke.

The local legders narrated
the sufferings of thousands of
landless and homeless people
who had lost their everything
al river erosion by the mighty
Padma.

The Agriculture Minisler
sald that the government was
determined to extend all pos-
sible help and assistance 10

employees association

The Annual General Mecting of Dangladesh Retired
Governmenl Employecs Welfare Assoctation will be held today
Thursday al 9.30 am at local Mahanagar Griha Milanayalan at
House No 33, Road No 4, Dhanmond{ Residential arca,

Garments Workers Jote

~ SammiMta Garments Sramik Karmachar! Jote will hold a
rally today Thursday at Kawran [Bazar square atl 3 pm with
General Sccretary of Awami League Sajeda Chowdhury as chicl

Jubo Hindu Samiti

gucst

— Btar photo

rehabilitate the affected people
of the area. He sald the gov-

ernment was pledge bound 1w
give a permanent and durable

solution to the lem by ma-
terfalising the action plan
Very soon.

The State Minister urged
the officials to identify the
khas lands and distribute them
among the landless people. He
said a model village would be
implemented in the Hart-
rampur upazila at the gov
ernment initiatives.

In the afternocon. the two
ministers visited the affecied
villages under Harirampur and
Shivalayah upazilas on speed
boats. About 20 unions of the
two upazrilas had been seriously
aflected by river erosion
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Mok musder cass

One more witness
declared

hostile
By Stafl Correspondent
The prosccution side in the
trial of Dr Shamsul Alam Khan

Milon murder Wednecsday de-
clared one more witness hos-
tile.

The witness who gave de-
position in the court of the
Second Addilional Sessions
Judge, Dhaka, Mr lsmafl Miay
was Abu lcna Mostala Kamal, a
sccond year student of BSC
(Hons) of Applicd Chemistry
Department, Dhaka University,

Mostafa Kamal sald that he
was an activist ol Bangladcsh
Chhatra League (N-S), a stu-
dent wing of Jaliya
Shamajtantrik Dal (JSD).

The Judge adjourncd the
court i1 11 am today

(Thursday).

One stabbed
to death

A minor grl dicd In a city.
hospital Tuesday night aficr
shc was admitted there with
scrious injurics apparcnily
from sharp weapons, police
said, reports UND. '

liakma, 4, was taken o
Dhaka Mcdical College
Hospilal at about 8 pm from =
paddy ficid near the Rampura-
TV station, where she was
found lying in a erftical condi-
tion. She dicd at 11.20 pm.

Her mother Kelasunncsal
sald she Il two daughicrs at
their house in a slum at
Rampura early in the morning,
to atiend to the day's work but
found Lhe youngcsl one miss-
ing when she returned at
midmoming. llalima's father
lsmafl Mia is a hawkcer.

A casc s lodged with
Sabujbagh thana in this con-’
nection
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The inaugural scssion of a two day national confcrence of
Bangladcsh Jatiya [lindu Samaj Sangskar Samity with Shib
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M On dl'ug ]i to S.ubmit ,CBA l_caders of Sankar Chakraborty in the chair will be held today (Thursday) i .
\ poucy PDB, DESA urged | * 10 s th langodesh Shohu desdemy suttorim " || pABX: 2430612 s 460234, Ext: 20
report within 60 to help cut b 51 e Fastatnt, AdT Bamed ad Beoin e
port within 60 days S 0ss e e S PLANTS AND
The government has taken MP. Alhaj Amanullah Chow- assured the development of | Resources Minister Dr Spesches. MACHINERIES

initiatives to formulate a new

drug policy for the country.
the Health Minister. Chow-

dhury MP. Dr Ferdous Alam
and Dr KR Islam.
Referring to the enormous

the S K Hospital here.
Chowdhury Kamal Ibne
Yusufl also laid the foundation

Khandaker Mosharral llossain
callcd upon the leaders of the
Collective Bargaining Agents

Seminar on Women

Narigrantha Probortana will hold a seminar on “the condi-
tion of women labour in Bangladesh in the context of

WITH KNOW HOW ON

dhury Kamal Ibne Yusul said in problems of the country. stone of the women hostel ex- | (CBA) to play a constructive : ’
Mymensingh. Wednesday, re- Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yusuf tension buﬂdlr::enl' the My- | role in ru:lurlf'lg system loss to International Wamen's Day™ today (Thursday) at Gano Unnayan TURN KEY BASIS
ports BSS. said the present democratic mensingh Medical College. make the power scetor viable Granthagar (39 Dhanmond{, Road 14/A) al 3 pm.

He said a commitiee had al- government was making en- and dynamic, reports BSS TEXTILE MACHINERIES (SPINNING,

ready been formed in this
connection and it would sub-
mit its report to the govern-
ment within 60 days.

The Health Minister was
the chiefl guest at the first con-
ference of the Doctors’
Association of Bangladesh,
Mymensingh branch held at
the Zila Parishad Hall.

Presided over by the Civil
Surgeon, Dr Mazharul Hug. the
conference was addressed.
among others, by the presi-
dent. Doctors Association,

Bangladesh. Dr Kamruzzaman

deavours to solve them
through its limited resources
by identifying the problems.

Speaking about various i

problems of the employees of
the Health Directorate. Mi-
nister assured them that he
woluld do his best to resolve
them.

He said the doctors were
e in the services of the
people and called upon them
to work for the people with
devotion, honesty and sincer-
ity.

The Health Minister also

Muslim League
factions unite

Different factions of Muslim
Leaguc have been uniled under
the banner of one Muslim
League at a meeling in Dhaka
Wedncsday with Kazi Abdul
Kader in the chair, reports
BSS.

A 22-member ad-hoc organ-
ising commiilce has bcecen
formed by dissolving all other
commitices unanimously at the
mecting.

~ He was addressing the CBA
lcadcrs of Bangladesh Power
Development Board (BPDD)
and Dhaka Elcctric Supply
Authority (DESA) who came to
make a couricsy call on him at
his residence in the city.

Kari [labfbur Rahman and
Zalrul llasan, Prcsident and
Gencral Scerctary respectively
of CBA of BPDB and Kazi
Mosharral lossain and Abul
Hossain, President and
Gencral Scere

of CBA of DESA also spoke on
the oceasion.

Students of the Parijat Institute performing cultural
programme at the Shishu Academy auditorium recently.

Two panels to contest for

m mpﬂm& ]

post of JU VC March 8

The Jahangirnagar Univer-

sity Senate will elect a three-

of the Vice-Chancellor. The in-
cumbent Vice-Chancellor of

Shilpakala Academy

Bangiadcsh Shilpakala Academy will hold a milad mchfil
today (Thursday) at the acadecmy alier Zohr prayers in mem-
ory of late dancer GA Mannan.

Rapport Bangladesh

A tea mccting on Management Video Film titled
"Uncommon Pcoplc Scnse — Smart Strcet Psychology of
Winning Life Style™ will be held today (Thursday) at 6:00 pm
at the for Planning and Dcvelopment, Babupura,
Nilkhect. Sponsorcd by Rapport Dangladesh Limited the film
presentation will be followed by discusston.

g T L el A I R A il B g B A i B i e i

Bangla Theatre will present "Man™ (Manush), a Bengali play
at La tomorrow Friday at 7.30 pm. This studio theatre
is an attempl to combine group efforts of many theatre ac-
tivisis working in an intimate theatre situation.

The cards will be available at La Gallery and Dolce Vita.

WEAVING, PROCESSING)

CHEMICAL, PHARMACEUTICAL
FOUNDRY AND WORKSHOP
MACHINERIES

INDUSTRIAL BOILERS

PAPER AND PULP

PAPER LAMINATION AND CONVERSION
OIL MILL

COSMETIC INDUSTRY

ALSO FOR SICK INDUSTRIES- PROBLEM PROJECT
WE CAN GIVE KNOW HOW AND TECHNOLOGY

FOR DIVERSION/BETTER UTILISATION OF PLANT
AND MACHINERIES FOR GETTING BETTER EFFI-

CIENCY '

PLEASE WRITE IN CONFIDENCE TO :

member pnnclru& March u:.j tE the university Prof. Kazi Saleh w""ﬂ I"PEX
appointment o post Ahmed is leading his panel lat: :
Nommmis oot umd s luding e pane Jubilation Processmn. PR'V“TE LTD
administrative officer of the Chowdhury of Bengali De- Commilice lo obscrve International Women's Day will hold .
university, reports BSS. partment and Prof. ke a Jubfilation procession tomorrow Friday starting from o

The term of the present Moudud Elaht of the Geo- Dhanmondi ficld and ending at Sangsad Bhaban. Sunita 1mpex pvt. Itd.

Vice-Chancellor Prol. Kazi
Saleh Ahmed will expire on
March 10.

According to the University
Ordinance. the Senate mem-
bers elect a three-member
panel for the appointment of
the office of the Vice-

graphy Department. The other }

pancl is led by Prof. Mus-
tahidur Rahman of Economies
De t with Prof. Enamul
Haque Khan of History Depart-

ment and Prol. Md. Imamu-
ddin of ’hysics Department.

[

Diabetic Lottery Draw
The 1991 lottery draw of Bangladesh Diabetic Society will
be held tomorrow Friday at 8 am at the society's ground out-

door al Shahbag
Justice Abdul Wadud Chowdhury will be the head of the

{ judge of the function.

(Formerly Sunita Textile & Engineers
36A, Bé({ilick street, )
Calcuta- 700 069 (India)

Phone : 281987/7 Fax :91-33 283664
Tix : 021-4982 Sntain

Chancellor. The President who
is the Chancellor of the untver-
a t h er sities then selects and ap-
i points one from them.
Two panels have come for-
ward o contest for the office
By Staff Correspondent i Thursday
Weather is likely to remain mainly dry all over the coun 3.15 am -
till 6 pm today (Thursday). according to Met office. Y mn:;:[
Day temperature is likely o remain nearly unchanged over Al-Quran,
the country. Programme
The maximum temperature in the country. 33.3 degree summary
Celsius was recorded at Feni while the country's minimum 13 3.30 am 6th World Cup
degree Celsius was reported from Rajshahi Wednesday. Cricket: West Indies
The sun sets today (Thursday) at 6:04 pm and rises tomor- vs South Africa
row (Friday) at 6:16 am. ' 11.156 am Australia
The temperature and the percentage of humidity recorded vs- England 6.30
in some major cities/towns yesterday were: Jiboner Alo:
Re -
Cities /Towns Temperature Humidity pn‘?g;m
Max Min 9 am 6 pm 7.06 Debate
8.00 News in
Dhaka 29.7 17.8 51 36 8.30 Drama of the Week
EmM 28.2 19.9 83 80 10.00 News in English
31.4 13 41 27 10.30 Drama Series: Twim fgﬁﬁm
Khulna 30.4 16.5 75 - Peaks :
Sylhet 28, 13.8 s 47 | 11.30  Khabar /The News r
g e 148 o o | 100 Fraen oy ews. m [m m BT THTIE 380020, 10>I3B 329930, W OIS TGP (WIS $O60 WIEN (WL 28ER
: . B8 47 swnmary H-. (= fco® o= KW e Sovd
Cox's Bazar 28.1 20.2 - 70 11.45 Closing, e e e e




