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NEWS BRIEFS

Ramzan moon
expected today

The Ramzan moon s cx-
pected to be sighted today
[Thursday). The National Moon
Sighting Commilice will mecet
today al 6.45 pm (o enllcel in-
formation on the sighting of
moon. [‘cople have been re-
quesiced to inform Lhe commit-
tee aboul sighling of moon by
telephone No 239493,
230280, 236407, 254457,
239643 and 259631 or by any
other means by 6.30 pm loday
reporis [ISS.

Committee for
bank pay scale

The government has
fjormed a four-member com-
mittec with Additional
Secretary of the Ministry of
Establishmcnt as fts convenor
te examinc thc proposal sub-
mitied to the Finance Ministry
by Bangladesh Bank Authority
on introduction of ncw pay
scale for Lhe oflicials of
Bangladcsh Bank. The commit-
tee will submit its rcport o
the Finance Ministry within six
wecks, reporis [ISS.

Japan to build
cyclone shelters

Japan has decided Lo build
some mulli-purposc cyclonc
shelters in responsc to a call
from the DBangladesh govern-
menl lo construct shelters in
100 silcs, a press relcase of
Japan International Coop-
eralion Agency [JICA) said. A
five-member location survey
team of JICA will arrive Dhaka
on Lhis purposec today
(Thursday). Scventeen more
members of the agency will ar-
;h‘:ﬂ: by March 15, rcports

Hasina to address
~in Sonargaon today

Awami Leaguc President
Shetkh Hasina will address a
blic mecting at Sonargaon in
nganj today (Thursday).
The mecting is organised o
commcemorale Lhe death of
Chhatra Leaguce leader Miznnur
Rahman Mizan who was killed
in the campus violenee in
Dhaka last ycar, rcports UNI.

"Education Statistics
~—1991" published

Bangladcesh Statistieal Bure-
an has published "Dangladesh
Education Statistics—1991." an
offictal handout said in Dhaka

Wednesday. reports [1SS,

Influx reaching crisis proportions : UNHCR

EC asks Myanmar to stop

pers ecution of Rohingyas

tance,”

MOTHER AND CHILD AS REFUGEES : A Rohingya family at Kutupalong camp near Teknaf.
—Star photo

The European Community

(EC) has cxpressed concern
over the influx of Myanmar
rcfugees into Bangladesh and
urged the Myanmar govern-
ment to refrain from “Turther
military action” against mi-
norilics. according to diple-
maiic sources in Dhaka, re-
poris [ISS.

British Ambassador (o
Myanmar Julian D N llartland
Swan, whe rcprescnls the
presidency of the EC formally
conveyced fis reaction to the
Myanmar Jloreign oflice in
Yangon Tucsday, the sources
said.

The 12-member slales of
EC in its reaction said the
growing number of refugees in
Bangladesh “1s a subject of In-
lernational concern and can
become a threal to regional
stability.” The EC in iis rcac-
tion said thal ita concern was
bastcally humanitarian,

The EC. In iis note to the
Myanmar government,
strcssed the need for “some
public assurance and a public
statement aboul the guarantee
of civil and human rights for
the rcfugees aboutl peacclully
rcsolving the issue.” The EC
said that the refugees had al-
leged persccution and
discrimination on cthnic and
rcligious grounds.

The nolc alse mcnlioncd
the hardships sullcred by the
refugees naw numbcering over
onc lakh. The "appalling hard-
ships they appear o have sul-
fered has crecaled a sense of
horror among the international
communitly and growing bur-
dens on both hosl counirics
and othcrs who arc involved in

humanitarian assis-
the hole said.

It ealled for the protection
of human and civil rights of the
peoplc in Myanmar and
pleaded for solution to all eth-
nic conflicts “which will bene-
fit all thesc living in the
union.”

Meanwhile AFT' adds from
Geneva: The Night of mainly
Muslim Myanmar refugees to
Bangladcesh, conlinuing al a
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Exchequer faces loss of Tk. two crore a month

Sweetmeat shop owners evade VAT

Swectmeal shop owners arc
nol paying Valuc Added Tax
(VAT) causing Lhe pational cx-
chequer a loss about Taka two
crore cvery month.

The government, has so far
nol taken any action Lo rcalisc
the arrcar VAT [rom this secc-
tor, official sources said.

The sources said that some

5000 sweetmeal shop owners

across the country have vehe-
menlly opposed Lhe new sys-
tem of laxalion since its intro-
duction cight months ago and
staycd away from paying VAT.
Natfonal Board ol IRevenue
(NBR) sources told The Datily
Star that the annual tumover
from the swectmeal shops was
aboul Taka 300 crorc. On this
amoun!, 15 per conl of VAT
totals to Taka 45 crore.
According to a conscrvalive
counl. an cstimaled Taka two
crorc is nol being rcalisced
from Lthe industry cach month,

r the souree said.

The governmentl initially
withdrew VAT from several
scclors afller review. But the
swecimeatl industry did not
come under excmption and
the governmentl repcatedly
said thal the tax would remain.

Aller six months of its In-
troduction, the government
last year fined a number of

By Masud Hasan Khan

sweceilmeal shop owners Taka
75,000 each for nol paying the
tax and not taking the VAT
regisiration.

"We have tried 1o avoid en-
forcement of law . . . but the
govemment cannol be carcless
for a long time,” said the NBIR
source,

Soon aller Introduction of
VAT. the shop owncrs ap-
pealcd Lo the Collectorate for
excmplion which, was turncd
down. The shop owncrs again
sought revision from the NBBR
but no hcaring was hcld.
Instcad the NUR imposed
penalty on the shopowners for

e

Office timing
for Ramadan
By Staff Correspondent

The Government has an-,
nounced office time for the
month of Ramadan.

In Dhaka, the timing for all
offices of government, au-
tonomous bodics and' scctor
corporalions will be f[rom 9 am
to 3 pm with a break from 1-
15 pm to 1-30 pm for Zohr
praycrs, according to an olli-
cial handout.
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tax cvasjon.
In December, the sweel-
mcatl shop owncers filed a Writ

petition in the High Court
challenging Lhe penally. Aller a
three-weck hearing the Court
ruled out excmption of VAT.
lHowever, it said that the NDBR,
could not pcnalize belore Lhe
holding of the hearing for revi-
sion.

Leaders of the Dhaka
Mahanagari Mishlannya
Baboshal Kalyan Samitly said
that atL the moment, they were
not paying VAT. Insicad they
were paying only the income
tax, municipal and other taxes,

“The NI3R will have lo take
the lotal responsibility for the
loss of revenuc during Lhese

cight months,” said Amir
llossain, a lecader of the
Association.

When contacted, Member
(Revenuce) of NIIR Shah Abdul
Ilannan said that the sweel-
mcal shop owncrs were not
obeying the rules and nol pay-
ing VAT. "We have tried Lo ex-
plain to them that swecimenal
is an item which should not be
oul of VAT when reslaurants
arc under the VAT system and
items like pharmaccutical
products, biscuitsgand other
consumcr goods are under the

tax too.

Dhaka to take
Rohingya issue
to world forums,
says Mostafiz

COX'S BAZAR, Mar 4 :
Forcign Ministcr ASM
Mostalizur Rahman ycsterday
said Bangladcsh would take the
refugee issuc lo the inicrna-
tional forum il Myanmar dclays
rcpatriation of its nationals,
rcporis UNDB.

'~ Rahman who flew in herc
from the capitnl was talking lo
reporicrs al the Circuit lousc
after visiling the Desua Palang
relugec camp.

The Forcign Minisicr said
Bangladesh still belicved that
he problem arising out of the
“influx of refugees, ofMictally cs
timated at more than 85 thnu-
sand, could be resolved across
the tablc. “We want to maintain
fricndly rclation with the
ncighbours”, he added.

"Wc shall have no alterna-
tive but lo lake thc matler to
various intcrnational fora f
Myanimar dclays in taking back
their people,” he asscriced.

Bangladesh has alrcady
started giving thc list of
rcfugees o Myanmar, Rahman
said

Bangladesh demonstrated
restraint and paticnee in the
face of Myanmar provecation,
he said adding thal this was
acclaimed in the comity of na-

tions,

|

meet on

| KAFCO fallout : WB]

Jamuna

bridge postponed

Toufique Imrose Khalidi

Bangladcsh government
will incur a dircel cost of Taka
600 crore (approximatcly)
and a dircct loss of Taka 57
crorec annually i the
Karmaphuli Fertilizer Company
gets through with the gas
E:im formula dictatcd by the

ign sharcholdcrs.

The sialc-owned DBangla-
desh Chemical Industirics
Corporation will be burdencd
with a loas of Th 57 crore
annually il gas s supplicd 1o
KAFCO at the raic of 8 1.00
per thousand cuble [ect,
according 1o olTicial estimalcs.

These issucs [igured
promincntly in recent Cabinct
mectings on KAFCO

Most minisicrs arc of the
opinion 'KAFCO' is the moslt
scnsilive issue Lhat the NP

government — past and pre-
scnt — has cver faced, sources
sadd,

With the realisation of 'real
national loss,” il thec projecl
gets through, as # is unilorm
among the Cabinct members,
the povernment Is finding 1t
difficult to takc a strong posi-
tion against pressurcs from
forcign governmonis,

The slatcmale over Lhe
475-million deollar fertilizer
projcel has threatencd

‘bilateral ceconomic rclations’
between Japan and Dangla-
desh.

Mcanwhile, the scheduled
mecting on March 16, on -
nancing of Jamuna bridge pro-
ject In Washingion has been
postponcd rcporiedly al the
insistenee of Japan, oflicial
sources said.

Obscrvers say they also
dread the political cost of ae-
coeding Lo the forcign pressurc,
thus delaying the decision.,

One [act thal has reccived
scrious allention in Lthe scrica
of Cabinct moctings is that the
project is at best a ‘'marginal
onc in lerms of cconomic re-
tum.

On projeet’s viability a BCIC
source says Lhe cstimaled the
ratec of rcturm on the invest-
ment is only 3 (o 4 per coenl

The World Bank insisis a 10
to 12 per cont rate of return as
a modoest onc.

According o a scnior
Cabinct member, there are two

main woaknesses of the pro-
jecl

First. there 8 ot enough
gan in the Hakhrabad Gas Picld.
As il 1s, there are difficulilos
with gas supply in Chillagnng
arca and aceording o afflicm]
sources a silent "pgas load
shedding” is already on.

When KAFCO rcomes inlo
production — [ governmeni
ultimately suecumbs o loreign
pressure — 1t will tap the
Bakhrabad Gas Ficld for s
annoal need of 24 million MCF.
To mcel this projecied
increase In demand, Lthe
governnwent will have 1o link
up KAFCO with the gas fickd in
the Surma basin by sciting wp
pipclines costing 8150 millton.

The government would not
have incurrcd this large In-
vesimenl  under normal cir-
cumstiances. So this 150 mil-
Bon dollar Investment Is a df-
rect cost of the KAFCO project
which all the different ealcula-
tlons of the project’s rale of
rcturn have notl ianken into ac-
eount, an oMcinl at Economie
Relations Diviston pnints out,

The second point is that

the Cabinct membern [ind
most dificult 1o acccpt Is that
the whole project Is over-

priced by al least 80 mtlllon
dollars. This figurc was arrived
al by comparing cosl of the
more ‘recently-bulll fertilizer
factories using comparabie or
cven similar technology and
processcs.

Aceording 1o sourccs this
cslimatc of overpricing was
also conflirmed reeenily by
forcign cxperis who were en-
gaged by the government. This
moeans, that the { 18 hcoav-
fly over-capilalised, says an-
olher official.

Wilth urea price projoctied
o remain al fts currenl low for
the medfum-term future, even
the entire
of KAFCO production may nol
be adequale o service and re-
pay ils dcbiL

"Thus, Lhe florcign exe-
hange carning for Bangladesh
that KAFCO's forcign share-
holders are allempling o
cntice the governnwnl inlo
signing on Lhe dotted lines will
always remain a distant
drcam”, says the ollicial who
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prococds from sale -

Agricultural policy being
| worked out: PM

Prime Minister
Khalcda Zia said here
Wednesday that the m-
menl was working to intro-
ducc a national agricultural
policy o bring momecnlum in
the agricultural scctor of the
country, rcports [3SS.

"The [ate of people of this
country is dcpcndent on the
improvement of the agricul-
ture and wc wanlt to achicve
progréess and prosperity
through the devclopment of
the agricultural scctor,” Begum
Khaleda Zia told the inaugural
scssfon of the two-day grand
nalfonal econventfon of
Krishibid Institution, Bangla-
desh.

Begum Zia urged the agri-
culturists particularly those
who were involved in agricul-
tural rescarch Lo work actively
for finding out ways lo con-
tinue agricultural production
during the Noods and drought.

She said the agriculturists
would have lo take up new rc-
scarch projcets to bring posi-
tive change in Lhe cropping
patlern in the arcas which arc
regularly aflfected by natural
calamitics,

The I'rime Minister called
upon the agriculturists to
ulilise their merit and talent
for evolving a ncw varicly of
crop which could sustain Lhe
onslaught of floods and

Begum

drought.

Terming the agricullurists
as the vilal force in the move-
ment for bringing develop-
menl of the rural pcople
Begum Zia said thecy could help
in reaching Lhe ncw technol-
ogy to thc backward pcople

There arc still some rural
arcas where the modern tech-
nologics arc ycl lo be reached
and Lhis sitlualion could not be
allowed to continue any more,
she said.

~ "Wec want lo bring momen-
tum in the agricultural scctor
and agricullurisis can cnsurc

the succcss in our pro-
gramme,” she added.’
Begum Zia safd the rn-

ment was awarc of the prob-
lems of the agricultural cadres
including their promotions.
She assurcd that the govern-
ment would due consider-
ations to solve their problems
gradually.

While listing the wvarious
uplift projcects taken for the
development of the farming
community she sald the pre-
sent government had attached
top most Frhﬁly to the devel-
opment o Iture sector.

The I‘rirm: Minister said
the problems in handing over
the land, which was given by
Ziaur Rahman, for the
Krishibid Institution would be

End of Cold War era to benefit Asia, Chinese expert says

By Staff Correspondent

The end of the Cold War cra
will have a positive impact on
Asia and a ncgalive onc on
Europe, according o a visiting
international rclations expert
from China.

President of the Shanghat
Instifute for International
Studics Professor Chen Pelyno,
spcaking at a discussion
meetling on 'China and South
Asia in Lhe post Cold War era’
Wednesday emphasised that
under a changing global sce-
nario il was {mpdriant for
Asian natlions to strengthen
unity and develop mutual sup-

) port among themscives.,

Organised by the Bangla-
desh Institute of International
and Stralcgic (BIISS) at the
institule auditorium, the
meeling was presided over by
A K Il Morshed, Chairman,
Board of Governors of I31ISS,

Wang lHongyu, also from the
Shanghail Institute, translated
Professor Chen's presentation
while it was followed by ques-
tions and comments by other
participants’

Prolessor Chen pointed oul
that the unffication of Germany
and the ‘dismemberment’ of
CEATO and the Soviel Union
were the three primary [actors

symbolising the end of the
Cold War cra.

Terming the collapse ol the
Sovict Union as the biggest
event after the Sceond World
War, he satd, 1t indicated the
end to conllict between the
two supcrpowcers and also the
end of the Cold War era.

Noting that the main rea
sons for Lhc collapse of the
Sovict Union wcre domestic

Iitical and economic prob-
ems, he sajd the criscs re-
sulted from the model of so-
cialism adopled and the [aflure
of the 'so-called’ economice re-
forms to produce posilive re-

sults.

llc said that duc to the end
of the Cold War Lhe opposing
sides in the hot-spots of Asia —
in the Korcan pcninsula, in
Indo-China and in Alghanis-
tan— wcre now ncgoltiating
political setllements to their
respective conflicts.

Identifying northeast Asia as
the only bi-polar region in Asia
in the reccent past, he noted
that since the beginning of
1982 there appearced a mulll-
polar systcm when China be-
gan to rcad just its forcign pol-
iy

.I"rnl'l:llnr Chen obscrved

that the economic situation
was gclling beller in most
Asian counlrics and most gov-
ernmcnis were maintaining
their original forcign policies.
"The posilive impact of Lhe
end of the Cold War ern on Asin
is cvidenced on the one hand
by the siability and dcvelop-
ment in the region and by the
disappcarance of conflicts be-
tween nations of the other,” he
said, adding “the importani
task we are confronted with is
to develop our cconomy and
maintain peace and stability in
the region.”

lle alse observed that the

end of the Cold War cra had
unicashed an “cra of turbu-
lence” in Europe. lic pointed
out that ethnie, rcligious and
territorial conflicts were rsing
in Europe and the internal
wars In Yugoslavia were the
Is of these conllicts,

"I think the lormer Sovict
slales and Evrope wAll remndn
in turbulence for quite a long
time In the future,” he noted.,

Profcssor Chen warned that
the regional confliets along
clhnic and rcligious lnes
could be detrimental o peaee
in Asia. lie urged for joint of-
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A Star Commentary

March 5, 1971 turncd owt
to be an extraordinary day,
even by the standards of Lhe
previous four days,

Bangla NDesh observed a total
hartal for the third day rumn
ning, while iL. was a lourth con-
sccutive day of genceral sirike
and inccssant jons and
demonstrations for [Dhaka.

Mosi remarkable howcver,
was Lhe lact that government
and semi-government offices
opened for two hours between
2.30pm and 4.30 pm o dis-
burse salarics to Lheir stalfl,
while banks opecncd for busi-
ness during those two hours,
in compliance with a directive
issucd by Hangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman the previous
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India's first win
at Pakistan's cost

SYDNEY, Mar 4 : India
stunncd Makistan with a 43-
run victory in the first World
Cup mecting between the sub-
conlincnt arch rivals at the
Sydney Crickel Ground on
Wednesday, reporis AP,

A latc-innings rush, brilHant
bowling by paccman Manaj
Prabhakar nnd strong ficlding
sct up India's sccond win el
the tournament and kept them
in semiflinal calculations.

India reached 216 for seven
wickcls off their 49 overs Lhen
pounced on a* lethargic
Pakistan batting Hncup to re-
strict their ncighbour 1o 173
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UNHCR official

meets PM today
By Staff Correspondent

Jamshid Anvar, a represen-
tative from the United Nations
Iligh Commissioner [for
Refugees (UNHICR) , will call
on the Primc Minister Begum
Khalcda Zia today (Thursday).

Anvar, who arrived in the
country Tucsday, is likely to
discuss with the Prime
Minister UNIICR's assislance
programme for the Rohingya
rclugces amassed on the
Bangladcesh-Myanmar border.

UNIICR sources said that
Anvar is ltkcly to present a
cheque for the rcfugees to the
Prime Minister during the
mceling.

The issues to be discussed
by Anvar includes sites for
camps, which is the most
pressing pmhl-crn at the mo-
ment,

Anvar, chicl of Asia and
Occania Burcau of UNIICR, and
his colleagucs depart for Cox's
Bazar district this afiernoon to
visit the camps,

The UN agency has been in
the ficld in Cox's liazar and
Bandarban for nearly three
wecks,

Private sector
lobby gets
stronger in AL

By Nurul Kabir

The Awami Lengue [AL), In A

major policy shifl, is consider-

ing a proposition of strongly
upholding privalc inftiatives in

the economy of the eouniry.
According o sources, Lthe
AL Central Working Commilice
which met last mornin
following a three-day exic

meeting of the pa bcpm de-
lihcration on a drul{ mauhlhn
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