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_ 30 BCL workers

arrested in M'singh

MYMENSINGH, Mar 3:
Thirty activists of Chhatra
League (S-A)., Including a
newly-elected UP chairman.
were arrested tonight after
they allegedly ransacked and
set ablaze several hostel rooms
of JCD workers in Mymen-
singh Polytechnic Institute,
reports UNB.

Campus sources said the
Awami League-backed Chhatra
League activists stormed into
Zainal Abedin and Shaheed
Khairul hostels of the institute
at about 9 pm today and sct
fire to 29 rooms of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) workers,

Police rushed to the hostels
and arrested 30 people said to
be Chhatra League activists.
Those arrested include Abdul
Malek, the newly-elected
chairman of Bhaera Unfon
Parishad of the Sadar upazila
and a student of the Institute.

Sources said the incident
oecurred in the wake of an in-

junction on student union

election of the institute
scheduled for tomorrow.

The local court ordered
postponement of the election
on a prayer by a JCD activist,
the sources added.

Kamal retracts
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many forums to draw support
of the non-political personali-
ties',

Kamal further argued that*

the present move for the
democratic forum was in
essence a move to consolidate
and give democracy an institu-
tional shape, sources added.

A total of eight leaders rep-
resenting the party Presidium
and the Secretariat took part
on the deliberations yesterday.
They are : Kamal Hossain,
Abdus Samad Azad, Abdul
Mannan, Sajeda Chowdhury.
Abdur Razezak, Tolacl Ahmed,
Mohammad Nastm and Amir
Hossain Amu.

Party sources say. Azad and
Kamal Hossain emphasised the
need for a collective leader-
ship in the party. But th

this would in no way al-
fect the authority enjoyed by
Sheikh Hasina. :

This was, however, strongly
contested by Mohammad
Nasim who pleaded for a
monolithic leadership of the
party under Shetkh Hasina and
commented ‘only then the
party will survive eflectively.

On the Indemnity Repeal
Bill the meeting unanimously
viewed that the government
would not extend support 1o
the passage of the bill.

As an alternative, they ob-
served, the party should take
the issue the strect. “Only
then the government could be
brought to its heels on this
question,” they observed.

The meeting, however. ob-
served that efforts should be
taken to mobilise support for
the Indemnity issue and the
pressure should come more
from different social organisa-
tions than the Awami League
itselfl

The speakers were unani-
mous in their opinion that
stern action should be taken
against anybody in the party
found directly or indirectly in-
volved in the killing of Badal.

Insiders say the report of
the secret inguiry commillee
on the kiling of Maniruzzaman
Badal. a leader of the AlL's stu-
dent wing, Is expected to be
placed before the Working
Commitiee meeting today.

According to sources, a
seven-member secret  com-
mittee was formed immedi
ately after the kiling of Badal
in las! January to identify the

NZ match
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standings. reporis AP

Captain Martin Crowe
scored an unbeaten 74 at
MclLean Park as the unbeaten
Kiwis eased to victory In a
match that was almost
wrecked by rain.

New Zealand scored a

1862 for three from

20.5 overs in an innings inter-
rupted three times by rain.

Zimbabwe then were set a
target of 154 to win in 18
overs — the maximum number
of overs possible in the time
left — but struggled o 106 for
scven against some impressive
New Fealand bowling

"We're delighted, a bit re-
Meved. It's a good result for
us " sald Kiwl skipper Martin
Crowe.

"It was a lopsy-turvy, frus-
trating day. but we hung in
there.

Zimbabwe suffered its four-
th straight loss in the tourna-
ment and is out of semifinal
contenthon.

Neighbours and arch-rivals
India and Pakistan play each
other at the Cricket
Ground in the

record. in Sydney on Thurs-
day. West Indies play South
Africa

{Detais on Page 10

fellow partymen involved in
the killing of Badal. |

But it was not formally dis-
closed to the district level
leaders, sources added.

Mostafa Mohsin Montu, who
was allegedly invoived in the
killing of Badal, however, de-
nied any involvement in the
Badal killing.

While deliberating on this
issue at the yesterday’s meet-
ing Montu said that he could
not even think of any act
against any party worker.

Traditionally. extended
meeting of AL Central
Committee does not take any
decision or adopts any resolu-
tion.

The opinions expressed in
such meetings are collated and
placed before the Central
Working Committee for deci-
sion.

UNB reports: Party chief
Sheikh Hasina in her winding
up address was learnt to have
to asked party leaders to build
Awami League as the only al-
ternative political force, foiling
all conspiracies against it

She said that Awami Lea-
guers must always work for the
party only. not for any other
forum in individual capacity,
devoting all their talent and
energy for strengthening the

organisation to meet future
challenges.
Hasina called for striet

maintenance of party rules and
discipline.

She asked the district lead-
ers to mobilise people’'s opin-
fjon in their respective arcas
against undemocratic stcps of
the government and tn project
party's policies and pro-
grammes.

The Awami League chief
also called for building |Pen
ple's opinfon in favour ol re-
pealing the Indemnity Ordi-
nance and against the citizen-
ship of Jamaat leader Prol Go-
lam Azam.

She underscored the need
for strengthening the front or-
ganisations. including the stu-
dent wing.

The Awami League central
commitiee is meeting today
Wednesday) at 10 am to take
decisions in the lght of delib-
erations at the extended
meeting.

Germany twins
aid to Rly with
boosting efficiency

Germany has refterated fts
continuwed commitment to de-

velopment cooperation with
Bangladesh, reports UNB.

The commitment was re-
newed when visiting German
official Rainer Mo h and

German Ambassador Dr. Karl-
Heinz Scholiyssek called on
Forelgn Minister ASM
Maos r Rahman at his office
Monday .

Morbach, Dircctor, Sou-
thern Asta Division 11. Minis-
try of Economic Cooperation of

Germany. is in the city in
connection with bilateral mid-
term consultations on Bang-
ladesh German Development
Cooperation held from March
1-3.

A s release issued by
the German Embassy Monday
said priorities of the future co-
operation will be given in the
areas of poverty alleviation,
basic education, [amily plan-
ning and health, flood protec-
tion. encrgy and rallways.

it. however, said the future
commitments in the raflway
and energy sectors should only
be considered after substantial
reforms o strengthen the effi-
ciency of these sectors have
taken place.

Ro Ro ferry
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dressed, among others. by
Indusiries Minister M Shamsul
Islam Khan, Home Minister
Abdul Matin Chowdhury, State
Minister for Shipping Harunur
Rashid. Danish Charge d'Affai-
res K K Niclsen and Danida
Chairman Peder Elkeyer,
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia taking salute at the BDR marchpast on the occasion of 'BDR Week '92' at the BDR

:
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Rajuk plots: Ershad himself

took applications, says PP - |

A Special Judge's Court
completed yestlerday the hea-
ring of prosecution charges
and defense on former presi-
dent HM Ershad. who al-
legedly abused his official posi-
tion to favour 49 persons with
plots in a posh area
in Dhaka. reports BSS.

Former chairman ol Rajuk.
SM Rahamatullah, was the only
co-accused in the case in
which both of them wviolated
the rules of the government
and, hercby, committed erim-
inal offence. the prosecution
charged.

Judge Fazle Kabir later ad-
journed the court till March 9
to pronounce whether the
court would frame the charges

' before the trial begins. Yes-

terday and earlier on February
25. the Court heard il the
prosecution had a prima facie
case.
Public Prosecutor Abdur
Razzaq Khan submiited that
the former president violated
the established rules to offer
the plots of land. He himsell
received applications and rec-
for the plots,
which Rajuk later endorsed.

He said unless a person had
a remarkable contribution to
the government, or did some

at services or attained some
feat of national importance the
president can't do so. Rajuk is
co tent enough to receive
the applications except on the
three grounds.

Razzaq Khan cited an ¢x-
ample of one Selina Sabcer re-
questing Ershad for allotment
of a plot of land on the ground
that she did not have any plot
in Dhaka and that her husband
may be transferred to Dhaka
from Chittagong. l

On August 18. 1989, the
former president wrote on the
application that "five katha plot
of land may be allotted to her,”
then it went to the then works
minister, who processed it
immediately and asked Rajuk
to let him know the outcome.

He said this is undoubtedly
a gross abuse of official posi-
tion — "a unique case ol abuse
of power.” First came the
order from the former presi-
dent who said "a plot may be

n wherever it is available™
in the city for allotment,

Another instance. Razzaq
Khan pointed out, was that of
one Yakub Satter, who claimed
himself to be an established
businessman and is from Rang-
pur. Ershad asked the Works
Ministry to find out a "small
plot for him.”

Appearing for Ershad, advo-
cate Shariluddin Khan said the
FIR does neither bear Lhe
names of the beneliciaries nor
the plot against the names
were mentioned. However, on
March 6. 1991, Rajuk re-
viewed the matler and ratified
1,

Razzaq Khan replied that

the names were not a neces-
sary part of the FIR. In fact, he
said, there was only one sen-
tence of FIR on the murder of
seven students in a Hall of
Dhaka University in 1973, he
reminded.

UNB adds: The defence
held that Minister-in-charge of
the Works Ministry Zamir-
uddin Sircar categorically said
'no’ to a quiestion in t
on April 29, 1991 m
by Nurul Islam Moni if there
was any irregular allotment of
Rajuk plots during 1985-91.
Assertion of the government
that there was no irregular
allotment came in parliament
after this case was filed. %

This case cannot continue if
the reply of the Minister in

parliament was correct, the

defence asserted.

Again, the defence submit-
ted, Rajuk which is the appro-
priate authority of making al-
lotment at-a meeting on March
6. 1991 ratified the allotment
of plots in question with a de-
cision to rectify il there was
any procedural lapse in ﬂmT
allotments. |

The defence went on argu-
ing against the merit of the
casc,
points, before the court rose
for the day at 2-656 pm. Charge
hearing fer the second day yes-
terday continued for about four
hours without recess for the
Zohr prayers,

often repeating its

1
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Expansion of BDR
under active
consideration: PM

,Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Tuesday called
upon the desh Rifles

(BDR) personnel to make an
effective contribution to

checking smuggling in cooper-
ation with other law enforéing
agencies, reports BSS, ;

Begum Zia hoped that the
BDR would continue to work
with patriotism, honesty, sin-
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Is resigning

"~ KATMANDU, Mar 3 : The Ne
partial currency convertibility from Wednesday, Minister
of State for Finance Mahesh Ach

duce
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idnight File

State Department's chief
human rights man quits

WASHINGTON,. Mar 3 : The US State Department's chiefl
human rights official Richard Schifter announced Tuesday he

after more than six years in his post. He denied a

published report that his departure was prompted by policy
differences over Israel. reports AP.

palese government will intro-

arya said Tuesday. Under Lhe

new arrangements, 656 per cent ol the foreign currcncies
earned from exports and services rendered can be sold to the
banks at rates determined by currcncy traders, reports AP.
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pecame like long. windy canils
cartying human waves: sireets
full of young men and women
holding placards demanding
independence for Bangla Desh.

Many carried sticks and
iron rods more as a symbol of

i1 defiance than for any practical

purpose as they would be no

1 match for the army's automatic

cerity and devotion like in the |

past to check smu . be-
sides curbing other crimes in
the bordering areas for the
greater interest of the nation.

The Prime Minister was
addressing the inaugural ses-
sion of the BDR Week '92 at
the BDR headquarters,
Pilkhana, Dhaka.

Begum Zia said the expan-

sion and development of BDR |

was under the active consid-
eration of the government.

firearms.

The demand for immediate
sitting of the National Assemb-
ly and transfer of power to the
elected representatives of the
people continued with Sufia
Kamal and Maleka Begum of
the Mahila Parishad issuing a
statement calling on the
people to continue the non-
viclent movement.

Soon, the Mahila Parishad

1 would take a leading role in
| organising women to take an
active role in the struggle for

freedom.

The protests however, were
not limited to Bangla Desh.

| Voices began to be raised in

| West Pakistan as well. against

The Prime Minister 'in- |
spected the guard and took |

the salute of the smartly
turned-out econtingents = of

BDR. She also distributed |

medals among the BDR per-
sonnel for their outstanding

contribution while discharging |

their duties. '

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awami
Chiel Sheikh Hasina, Minis-
ters, State Ministers. Members
of Parliament, Chiefs of the
Three Services,
and High Civil and Military
Officials aftended the hanc-
omn.
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Begum Sufia Kamal addressing a rally to resist anti Liberation forces in the city yesterday.

Heroin trafﬁckig
Blankson
confesses

By Staff Correspondent
Robert Blankson. an allcged

| drug trafficker, confessed to

lice yesterday that he had
E‘:uugl“ll 3,300 grams ol heroin
fromm Thailand to Bangladesh,
according to reliable sources.

Blankson's three-day re-
mand ended Tuesday and he
will be produced in the Chicl

. Metropolitan Magistrate Courl
today (Wednesday). the
sources

A source from the Detective
Branch (DB} Police yesterday
said that Robert son gave
the smuggled-in heroin to
Eliadah McCord to carry it to
Zurich, Switzerland

DB police said. Blankson's
statemenits during questening
over the last three days were
satisfactory and would help
uncarth the drug trafficking

Eltadah McCeord, an
American girl and Robert
Blankson, a South African na
tional, were arresied on
February 25 and 27 in connec:
won with trafficking heroin.

UNB adds: Police have so [ar
interrogated more than 20 o
cal people In connection with
last week’'s sensational hervin

smuggling case

[ sation
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cials 111 Bangladesh will in

crease [rom |8 1o about 40
with more stafll coming from
their bases in the Philippines.
Malaysia, Thailand. Indonesia.
Loas and Vietnam by this week.

Anvar will meet with Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
Home and Reliefl Ministers,
government officlals. repre-
sentatives of diplomatic mis
stons. UN agencics and NGOs
during his stay.

He will visit Cox's Bazar on
Thursday to see the refugees
before leaving for New Delhi
on Sunday .

BSS reports: the World
Food Programme (WFP) will
provide 4,680 tonnes of rice,
562 wnnes of wheat and |88
tonnes of edible oil worth
about 19 lakh US dollar o help

the Myanmar Rohingya refu-
gees in Bangladesh.

An agreement in this regard
was signed at the Ministry of
Reliel yesterday.

Gaston Eyben. Director
(Operations] of World Feod
Programme in Bangladesh and
MA Hakim, Additional Sccre-
tary-in-Charge of the Ministry
of Reliel, signed the agree:
meni.

The World Health Organi
(WHO) has donated
medical supplies worth about

US Dollar 32,000 containing
4A packets, weighing 1628 kg
lof Hohingya refugees of Cox's

et zar
representative to

WHO

Bangladesh Dr Ana Abeysundre
handed over the supplies to
the: Health and Family Wellare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal

The Yusuf,

Islamic Development Bank
(IDB) is expected to send a
mi ssion 1o Bangladesly to study
the situation of Myanmar

refagees and also explore pri-
oty arcas of ils assistance. ac -
hﬁnmw

D1 Prestdent Dr Ahmad .

:dl-nmad Al In & message
o to Ba Finance
ﬁnhltm r Rahman said
the | mission was ¢x-
mﬁmmwh
two weeks beginning from .
Maarch 6.

UNB from Cox's Bazar re-
parts: A twelve-member dele-
gation from International Red
Crescent Seciety yesterday ex-
pressed concern at the eon-
tnued mflux of Rehingy
T e

. tion represent-
ing ten member countries of
the Sociely visited nine
refugee camps in the district
thils moming,

' UNHCR : Rohingyas '

— Star phntﬂ. I

Punishment
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Universily from the cluiches
of armed terrorists of Shibir,
withdrawal of [alse Cascs
against the student leaders of
Rajshahi, Dhaka and
Chittagong universities, and
restriction on political activi-

ties in places of worship.

Jahanara Imam who chaired

| e rally urged the pevple o

participate at the ‘trial’ of

| Golam Azam on March 26.

——

City Corp workers
threaten 1o go

on strike

Bangladesh City and Muni-
cipal Employees Federation
threatened Tuesday o go on
sirike from March 9 [ its
demands for implementation
of the new pay scale was nol
met. reports UNB.

A press statement issued by
the federation said the dect
sion was taken at ity mecting
held yesterday as part of an

" action programme which

started on Fe y 17.
It warned that all activities

of the country's city and mu-

nicipal corporations would be
utup[-;.:'d during the strike.

However, waler supply
during the month of Rarmadan
will remain out to the purview
of the planned strike.

. Resources Engineering of the

General Yahya Khan's decision,
once the anger of the Bengalee
people and the magnitude of
the dictator's blunder began to
become clear,

One of the first West
Pakistani leaders to speak out
for the Awami League's right to
form the next government of

Pakistan was Air Marshal
According to the Karachi-

based English-language Dawn:
"He (Khan) again emphasised

i that Shetkh Mujibur Rahman

e

mates | should be immediately called

upon to form the government
with all the requisite power
and authority. .. They [Benga-
lees) must be allowed to enjoy

5000 tonnes of
crude being spilt
into Bay every yr

By Staff Correspondent
About 5000 metric tons of

" crude oil is being spilt into the

Bay of Bengal near Chittagong
coast alone every years causing
severe environmental hazards.

In addition, about two lakh
40 thousand gallons of bilge
water waste from the ships, is
also dumped in the Bay every

year. according to a rescarch

paper presented at a seminar
on "Environment and
Development” in the capital

Tuesday.

Organised by the Socicty for
International Development
(SID}-Bangladesh Chapter at
the Planning and Development
Academy auditorium in Dhaka
the seminar was attended by
Lthe Forest and Environment
Minister Abdullah al-Noman as
chiefl guest,

Dr Alnun Nishat, Professor.
Department of Waler

Bangladesh University of
Engineering and chhntﬂo'y.
presented the paper titled
"Environmental concerns for
planning and development in
* at the seminar.

The paper said that besides
the crude spillage there was
always a possibility of acciden-
tal oil spillage from oil tankers
through which the ecosystem
of the Sundarbans could sufler
irreversible damage. -

It s ted the necessity

for reception facilitics for bal-
last or bilge water from ships
at Chittagong or at Mongla

near Khulna te Pmt_:nﬂ.qr
charge directly into .

The :H«p-u;' r said that
the damgge by oil spill
to marine and other coastal re-
sources of the delta has not
been estimated and also sug-
gested necessary pollution
control laws and development
of an ofl spill contingeney plan
with regional agreement o en-
sure protection of the Bay of
Bengal

Department of Environment
sources saild that crude oil,
burnt mobil and other
petroleum products, dis-
charged the deep sca ves-
sels in the Bay. enter the
Sundarbans during tdes and
cause severe damage to the

is-

world's largest mangrove
forests.
Besides s industrial

wastes and other pollutants
from the upper paris of the
country are also being carried
to the Bay by the countrys
rivers warsening the situation.
they added.

Historic March

and exercise power which
after all, s their right. he
sodd.”

Asghar Khan regretied the
hostile attitude shown by many
West Pakistani leadcrs who

sald openly that military rule
was preferable to transler of
power to the Bengalecs,

In Baluchistan, the National
Awami Party [(NAP) of Khan
Abdul Wali Khan called a gen-
eral strike for March 12, and
termed Yahya's actions as
"deplorable and undemo-
cratic.”

IHHowever, protests against
Yahya Khan in West Pakistan
remained lmited to miner
partics and personalities. with
the exception of Wali Khan and
NAP.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mufji-
bur Rahman, meanwhile, or-
dered the opening ol offices
beiween 2.30pm and 4.30pm
for the next two days in order
to allow employees to collect
their salaries.

In a directive issued on the
night on March 4. Mujib said
banks should also open during
those hours 1o earry out trans-
actions within Bangla Desh
only.: He ordered the siate
bank not to facilitate transfer
of any money abroad.

The hartal was 1o continue
for the next two days. with
only emergency scrvices ex-
empled.

Mujib said in his statement:

"l congratulate our heroic
masses for the stirring re-
sponse made by every man,
woman and child of Bangla
Desh to our call to protest
against the conspiracy to per-
petuate the exploftation and
colonial rule. The people of the
world should knew of the
courage and determination
with which the unarmed civil-
ians of Bangla Desh _ workers,
peasants, and students -have
demonstrated against the de-
nial of their rights_ even in
the face of bullets.

"] also congratulate our res-
olute people for having with-
stood the hardships and sacri-
fices which the continuing
hartal imposes on them. They
must, however, remember that
no people have attained free-
dom without extreme sacrifice.
The people therefore must
remain prepared to continue
the struggle for emancipation
at any cost.”

Sundarbans

""THI"I"I Ilw 1 Cﬂl 5

Wood in the reserve forests
of the Chittagong Hill Tracts,
he natd was reduced to less
than 700 million cubic feet in
1985 from B840 million in
1964,

The minister said that even
the highly productive village
forests, the source of 82 per
cent of the total wood and
bamboo supply, were explvited
to more than their sustainable

Id.
ﬁcﬂghry five per cent of the
total one lakh hectares of Sal
forest areas in the country's
central and northern ns
have been degraded and en-
croached upon, the minister
added .

The Canadtan High Commi-
ssioner. who spoke at the



