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Upazila

SYLHET .
Valuables worth
Tk 4 lakh gutted

From Our Correspondent

Mar 3 : Valuables worth
about Taka four lakh were gut-
ted in a big fire at village Uttar
Ra r under Companygan)
Upazila of the district recently.

According to a report, the
fire luddt_::fy originated from
the kitchen of the house of one
Sona Miah and soon engulfed
to the adjacent houses.

It is gathered that 15
houses were burnt to ashes

and two cows were also
roasted alive.

On getting information,
Upazila Nirbahi Officer of

Tahirpur visited the spot.
It is lcamnt, six families had
been scriously allected by this

incident.

KURIGRAM

6 JP leaders
arrested

From Our Correspondent

Mar 3 : Six local lcaders and
workers of Jatiya PParty and
Juba Sanghati were arrested
here for alfeged involvement in
beayng one JCD Icader re-
cently.

This incident occurred on
the issue of the clection of the
Chhatra Sangsad, Kurigram
Govt. College, it is leamnt.

Infjured JCD leader Solwl
was carlier sent Lo Rangpur
Medical College Hospital in a
critical condition.

Those who arrested were :
Abu Baker Siddique. Shaliqul
Islam Ruku, Delowar llossain
Manju, Abul Hossain. Mojibur

BOGRA
Substandard

medicines flood
markets

From Our Correspondent

Mar 3: Substandard mc-
dicines including the life
savings drugs have [looded In
the markets of rural and urban
areas in the district.

It is reported that l‘uﬂlul
(Hes etc are often found in
many drug containers inclhud-
lug the dextrose (saline) and
hile: savings injection. The cf-
feet of these contaminated
drug- cndungering the live of
the patunts.

e drug companics  are
marketing  their  prodaet
turough itiracmne puble iy

A sevtion of plivsiclans and
the quacks in the villages pre-
scribe  these medicine.
l'alents complained that the
agenis and represcolative of
these drug companies entice
e plasicians in different
ways ol preseribe thetr prod -
1 o

Thwse substandurd medict-
nes wre avallable in urban and
rural wreas ul a comparatively

[ f Tl

T.;‘: patienis wibormed e
they were mot getilog any poss
tive resull aller vusing thiese
substandard medunw

JHENIDAH
226 cataract

patients
operated upon
From Our Correspondent

Mar 3 : A wnal of 226
cal aract ts was operated
upon and 3,000 others were
treated in a 10-day-long eye
camp held at locul Primary
Training Institute (I'TY) re-

tons.
A total of 275 wvolunicers
il- 19 includ -
and colleges
prlﬁmmc
assislcd by
h-nv Chub of

MMMM
and Jhenidah District adminis-
tratdon.

Every patient was given
free of cost.
RAJSHAHI

roundup

MAULVIBAZAR

Annual Police
rally,
athletics meet
held

From Our Correspondent

Mar 3: The annual police
rally and athle¢tics meet '92 of
the district was held at local

government high school play
ground recently.

Decputy Inspector Gencral of
Police. Chittagong Range, M. A.
Khalique PSC attended the
rally as chiel guest while
Mazharul Islam, Police Super
of Maulvibazar presided over
the function,

The chicl guest in  his
spcech called upon the mem-
bers of police to discharge
their dutics with sincerity, de-
votion and impa

Later. he distributed prizes
among the winners.

KISHOREGANY
Two dacoities
committed

Mar 3: Two daring dacoitics
were committed at the houses
of two brothers Bhaban! Prusad

and Nabani Prasad Roy of
village Panchrukhi village ol

Sherpur Unfon in Nadail
Upazila on Thursday.
According to witnesscs,

about 50 dacoits armed wiih
sophisticated weapons entered
the houses by breaking open
the windows at dead of night.

They tied up all the male
fnmates of the two houses.
beat them mereflessly and de-
campaed with cash and valu-
ables worth about Taka 2 lakh.

While being chased by the
villagers the dacolls also
opcifed three rounds of blank
fires. _

The Officer In Charge of
Nandall Pdlice Station visited
the' spot ol the following day .

A case was filled with the o
cal police but none has been
arrestod so far.

PATUAKHALI_
*Prices of sugar.
flour up

Mar 3: Pricos ol sugar and
Nour registerced sharp Increase
fry The bl nuarkets of the dis-
trict, reporis UNID

I.-m-urpl,-nph' sitkdd wuboul a
fort night ago. one ke of sugar

was sobd atl Tuka 27, bt 11 is
now sclling a1 Tuka 30 10 32
per k. The price of Nonr also

increascd by I-llm 3 per ka

Peoplc arc anxious about
the upward trend in e prices
of sugar und other onundi-
ties as the holh muwnh of
Ramjan is approw hing,

Common peaple urged the
authority 1o bring down the
price of sugar at provious rutc
and check the incercase of
other commodity s price

Patuakhalt district admints-
tration has also taken all
preparations o start the Canal
Ineong Programme in the ra-
ral wrvas of the disirkd.

BANDARBAN

Implementation of

works stopped for
fund shortage

Mar 3 Propact implementa-

1ton works under Bandarban |

Hoads and Highways Division
remained stwpped for the last
nine months due to lack of
funds. reports UNIS,

Aboul Tuka 7 crure had
been lying oulstanding lor ar-
rear paymemt w the contrac-
tors who hwe paitly com-
pletcd U wurks assigned w0
them. Work vy Ui repalr of
two ruads could ot by stared
due to non-ovalluliliy ol lunds
uifictal sources sund,

Establishcd in [ uiu. the

gnl-l-hm Reocuds anv! T mrnys
vislon luds st wd K uvu

ng tn 1ARG 88 N uort ] yeur
The diviston luas 1 e jited
diffcrout rond et~

FARIDPUR
2 killed in
incidents

Mar 3 A bus Jenii ¢ wais
killed after betig stabhod by an
unidentified miscrcant at Lhe
local Bus lceminal here on
Sunday police satd. reports
UNB.

Yahia (284). a supervisor of
Zaker Partbahan was stabbed
repeatedly by an unknown as-
saflarmt at about 5 .30 this after-
T

Ile was rushed 1o F-'H.pqu
General Hospital where
succumbed o his -F.nh.

-‘lﬂml v
said F (38). a locul
BNP icader was also stabbed by
some unknown miscreants
nesr the Police Station herc

He was admitted 1o Sadar
hospital where his condiuon
was stated 0 be critical.

Se te cases were [filed

with respective police stations

National,

CHANDPUR: Md Matiur Rahman, Principal local Government College distributing prizes

among the winners of the annual sports.

--Star photo
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Lathyrism patients |

need care

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, Mar 4: The
lathyrism paticnts in scven
uparzilas of the district arc not
getting proper Lreatment at
the local hospitals,

Most of the lathyrism pa-
ticnts arc found moving door
to door for alms. Their handi-
cap and helplessness are quile
evident in their mien and
movement,

Lathyrism broke out ecpi-
demically in scveral regions of
the country including
Jamalpur district afller the
Liberation War in 1971,

District Civil Surgeon oflice,
Jamalpur informed that the
number of lathyrism paticnis
in the district will exceed 500.

Aller a wide Press coverage,
the government carricd oul a
survey on lathyrism
a plan 16 yecars back but noth-
ing was done in this respect.

to cnvisage ,

IHowever, al the first stage a
foreign health organisation
took up projecis but misap-
propriation and forgery re-
sulted the closure of the pro-
jects. Later, Mother Project
centitled® Scif dcvelopment”
was under taken. That project
too mct with the same fate.

The government slarted is-
suing cards to the suffcring
kids and mothcrs for wheat

distribution. But it is learnt °

that the concerncd chairmen
and members had grabbed the
lfon portion nf the alloted
wheant.

The loeal people feel that a
survey should be done to find
out the exact number of
lathyrism paticnts and ensurc
proper treatment and rchabili-
tation of the patients.

Most madrashas, colleges
have no English teacher

SIERPUR, 3: Over BO
per cent of non-government
collcges and 90 per cent of
scnior madrashas @ the dis-
trict have no requisilc number
of English tcachcrs.

As a result, English tcach-
ing in the colleges and
madrashas is being hampered,

According to the cxisting
government rules, cach scnior
madrasha rcquires an English
teacher, an intcrmediale col-
lcge two tecachers and a degree
collcge requires three or more
English tcachers.

The institutions of the dis-
tricts arc unablc to fullil the
existing government rulcs for
non-avaflability of requisite
number of Maslcrs degree
holders in English with requi-
site qualifications. The institu-

From Our Correspondent

tions which are not [linancially
sound can not recruit English
teachcers.

The number of successful
candidalcs of Masters degree
in English pcr ycar is poor in
proportion with the demand.

Most of the madrashas and
colicges arc to appoint part-
time lecturers in English who
scrve at the ncarcst institu-
tions.

The governing bodics of
somc madrashas and collcges
informed this corrcspondent
that thecy did not get a single
application aller advertising in
the national dailics for re-
cruitment of English tcachcers.
Somclimes, the applicants do
not appcar before the inter-
view board cven afler submil-
ling application.

In many colleges, leclurers
ol other subjects carn a hu
amount of moncy throug
coachin lg English in the nb
sence o English lccturers,

3 held with pipegun

BSS rcports: Jhenaigati
upazila police arrested three
persons and recovercd one

pipe-gun from their posscssion

recently.

Acting on secrct informa-
tion, police raided the local
bus stand and arrcsted them.
Onc of the arrcsted persons is
a degree examinee of Sherpur
College.

A casc wax registered
against thcem iIn this connce-
tion.

Cabbage extensively
grown 1n N-dists

PABNA. Mar 3 Winlcr veg-
etable, cabbage has cxicnsiveh
gown in 16 northern districts
during the current scason, re
ports UNB

It is estimated that some
50 000 acres of lamd were
brought under cabbouge cultiva-
tion in these districts in the
CUITeNl sCason

Maore than 50 lakh metric
lons of winler vegclable worth
ubonit Taka 175 crore is ox
pedied o be produced in the
disiricts at the rate of 200 W
215 melric lons per acre.

The district-wise breakup
ol the expected production of
cabbuge in Pabna-5 lakh metric
tons. ogra-2 lakh metric tons,
Serujganj-3 lukh metric tons.
Juypurhut-2 lukh metric tons,
Rajshabi- | lakh metric tons.
Nuogaun-4 lakh metric lons,
Nawire-2 lukh metric tons,
lemp.muwhhllnj -2 lakh metric
Wwis, Rungpur 5 lakh metric
tons, Lalmonirhat-3 lakh met-
ri¢ wns. Nilphamart-2 lakh
metric lons, Catbandha 3 lakh
metric wons. Kurigram-3 lakh
metric tons. Dinajpur-4 lakh

melric lons and Panchagarh 4
lakh nwirte 1ons.

Al present the market price
of cabbuge iIs Tuka 350 per

meclric lisn

Onc wdeal fTarmwr. Md
Akhtaruddin Steikh, @ nwm-

ber of agricultural vo vperative
socicty and conlict growef of
Tebunia in Pabna Saclar upacila
expects 1o carn laka five lakh
from his cabbage crops on ten
acres of land this scason,
According to district Agri-
culture Extension Department
240 metric tlons per acre is a
record in cab production

in the district.
Bidis being sold
without bandrolls

Bidis without bandrolls are
being sold in rural hats and
bazars of the district depriving
the government considerable
amount of revenue,

Official sources said, under
the existing law Taka 37 is to
be paid as excise duty for
onc hundred packets of
through bandrolls. But used
bandrolls collected from re-
tallcrs are being stocked to
evade the excise duty. Actual
figures of production are also
kept secret to hoodwink tax
ollicigs.

It "was alleged that con
cerned offictals remain indil
ferent o this malpractice for
unknown reasons.

Mcanwhile, consumption of
bidi is increasing day by da
following the price hlL- dlf-
ferent low brand cigarettes
thircughount the district!

==

Facilities inadequate
in Faridpur sadar UZ

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR. Mar 3 The
deplorable condttion of reads.
shortage ol drinking watcer.
lack of educational faciliticss
inadequate street lights,
erratic power and resi
dential madc
the life in the Faridpur sadar
upazila miscrable.

The condition of hats and
bazars of the upazila is
deplorable. Shops have been
buiht at Jhe marketing plunﬁr;
in & haphazard way
alidle e mmwwamont of biayass
and scllers become difficult

Most of the roads in the
arcs are very nar-
uneven. Due 1o lack of

Scarcity of pure drinking
waler at pours area has be-
come acule.

Frequent power fadlure and
voltage NMuetuations have be-
come a regular feature in the
upazils. The upazila town re-
mains dark for a maximum
Ume after the sun set. Most of
the sirect light posts have no

v b,

Recreational facilities arc
mecagre at the upazila head
rs. There is no park for
children of the
Absence of lwilets -llu-rn

“much sufferings to the peo

who come from wil
other places. The are 1o
respond o the ¢ nature by
the roand side or beside walls of
the houses.

lnml

The residential accommo-
dation here iIs quite te
to meet the increasing de-
mand. The local people are hHot
constructing

Most of the educational
instiiutions have no requisiic

furniture, laboratory a tus,
sporis materials and m

leachers

City corp staff
observe

abstention

RAJSIHAHL Mar 3: Over 700
oMicials and workers of Raj-
shaht City Cerporation Satur-
day abstained [rom their work
from 9 am to | pm to press

home their demands including

realisation of new pay scale,
reports UNB,

They brought out a proces-
sion and paraded different
roads of the city chanting slo-
gans in favour of their de-
mands.

They said il their just de-
mands are not met immedi-
ately they might go for further
action programme soon.

Fire Service

week concludes
From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA. Mar 3: The Fire
Service and Civil Defence
(FSCD) week concluded here
recently.

Katebur Rahman. Depuly
Commissioner of the distriet
formally inaugurated the func-
thon.

Eusufl All, Deputy Director.
Fire Service and Civil Delfence
(FSCD) of the district presided
over the function.

The inaugural function was
also addressed by Hasan Fand,
SP. Satkhira.

The main objective of the
week is 1o make the people
aware of different kinds of fre
incidents and its prevention.

Later. the FSCD members
dhaplayed an attractive excr-
ris¢ on fire prevention held at
s district office premises. A
latge « naumber of people
witnessed the display.

Firc prevention ipments
were also cxhibited on the
ooCashk

Villagers attack on
jatra pandal, 22 hurt

SIRAJGANJ. Mar 3: At least
22 people were injured. two ol
them serfously, when villagers
atlacked and ransacked a jatra
pandel at Mamudpur village in
the district Saturdny night, re-
ports UNB.

Witnesses said, the ﬁﬂflgcrs
protested to the Deputy Co-
mmissioner last week agains!
jatra and gambling going on lor

[ two months. They grew violent
after the local administration
allowed the jatra show to
continue tn spite of their
ubjection.

When contacted police con-
firmed the attack but deniced
the injuries.

LLocal elite urged the
authorities 1o take nccessary
steps to stop gambling and
other immoral activitics at the

jatra immediately for the sake
of sucial peace. )

Pirates attacked a boat on
the river Jamuna recently and
injured 20 people including 2
women. 2 of them seriously
and looted valuables worth
about Taka 2 lakh.

According to police, a gang
ol 20 dacoits raided the
Chewhali bound engine boat
lrom Bera with 35 passengers
on board. near Venanbari
village, at about 10.00 am

When resisted they beat up
the passengers mercilessly and
decamped with ornaments,
clothes and cash Taka 80,000.

A casc has been filed with

Shalhijadpur police who arres-
ted 1wo suspects in  this

conncetion

FFs for banishing
anti-liberation torces

THAKURGAON. Mar 3.
Frecdom: Fighters of the dis-
trict have held a rally here to
press home their demand for
banishing anti-liberation forces

from the country. reports
UNL
Freedom Fighters Co-

mmand Council held the rally
recently at the Chourasta
Squaure of, town and burnt an
efligy of the Jamaat Chiel.
Golam Azam.

The meeting was addressed
by Akhtar Hossain. General
Secretary of the Bangladesh
Communist Party. Shamim
Hossain, Organising Secretary

of NAP district unit and
Ansarul Haque, Deputy
Commuander of Freedom

Fighters Sangsad. district unit
and others.

The speakers called upon
the people to resist the
Jammat-Shibir clements by
any means and not to be. con
fused by their provocative pro
paganda in the name of Islam.

A young man allegedly co-
mmitted suicide here recently
by taking poison following
quarrel with his wife,

Family sources said, Ibra-
him. 28. of Pirgan] Upazila
took poison after altercation
with his wife. He was rushcd Lo
Pirganj hospital where the
doctors declared him dead.

The body was sent 1o

morgue for autopsy and a case
has been filed with the police.

=

Roads need reconstruction
From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR. Mar 3 : The road
communication of the district
has become worse as almosi all
the connecting roads have be
come unfit for wvehicular
movement.

The road that link Kaligan|
Upazila with the district head-
qlrﬂrurn needs urgen! repair

reconstruction as the con-
dition of the road has become
deplorable.

The road that runs from
Kaliganj to Tongi Station Road
is in pitiable condition. Innu-
merable cracks and potholes
have developed on this road at
different points. The condition
of most of the bridges on this
road is dilapidated and most of
the rail crossing have no signal
post. Hundreds of buses and
other vehicles ply on this road
every day.

The owners of buses and
mini-buses informed that the
cracks and tholes cause
d‘mu.g:i to their vehicles. For

this. they have 10 change spare
plrh of the vehicles very often

and that involves a consider-
able amount of money.

The
very important because over
one lakh people of Pubail and
Kallgan travel on this road

eve This is the only road
[;yhn.ka via Tongl o

The cracks and potholes
developed on this road are
obstructing the movement of
transport and the pedestrians.

The reconstruction of the
road began but due to fund
constraints the work could not
be completed. The repaired
pnrlhm of the road is being

nuwd day by day.

The concerned authorities
have been urged to take im-
mediate steps to complete the
work on this road to mitigate
the suflerings of thousands of
travelling passengers.

A huge number of rickshaws
parked on the. roads near
Tongibazar and Station Road
creale traffic jam and obstruct-
ing the movement of lrans-
ports and pedestrians.

|

KISHOREGANJ: One Dewanar-ma and her two daughters, Khodeja and Hajera are

pickpockets. They were recently arrested by the Nandail Police.

— Star photo

Tongi-Kaliganj Road is

B Lo Fovms

Police-arms
activists gun

battle, 2 killed
From Our Correspondent

JIHENIDAH, Mar 3: Two
persons were killed and two
policemen injured during a
gun fizht between the police-
meit and Sarbahara Party
Saturday last at Shekhrabazar
in Shatlakupa upazila. This gun
battle lasted for an hour.

According to a report, a po-
lice contingent from Jhtnlcm'l
raided the area. The arms ac-
tivists started firing from all
direction after the arrival of
police. Police replicd 18]
round of bullets. Sarbahara
Party men fired about 1500
rounds and used sophisticated
automatic wea like LMG,
SMG. SLR, rifle and bombs.

Alter firing. police recov-
ered the body from the house
ol Pachu who later identified
as Mustafizur Rahman Baeku
(28), a timber merchant from
Kaliganj. Another Shaheb Al, a
day labourer received critical
injuries and was admitted to
Jhenidah Sadar hospital. _

Besides. the injured po-
licemen Foyez and Abul Kalam
Azad rushed to the Shailakupa
hospital.

Police arrested nine per-
sons including an injured in
this connection.

A case was registered with
Shailakupa thana.

Panic is still prevailing in
the arca. it is learnt.

Cancellation of
exam centre
protested

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Mar
3: The student of the govern-
ment college here brought out
a procession and staged rally
al Mohananda Market and
Hajrapur. protesting the can-
cellation of the degree exami-
nation centre at the college by
the Rajshahi University au-
thority, reports UNB.

The rally was addressed,
among others, by Bulbul Alim.
Anwarul Kabir, Omar Faroque. |
Nuruzzaman Tunu and Niamul .

| Haq. They urged the university
u

rity to withdraw the can-
cellation order. -
The speakers said cancella-
tion of the centre is not the °
remedy but strict enforcement
of law in the examination hall ~
to foil the unfatrmeans attempt
or misconduct by anybody Is
the main panacea.

Tk 4 cr Grameen
Bank loan
outstanding

BARISAL. Mar 3: About
Taka 4 crore have been lying
outstanding out ol over Taka
16 crore loan disbursed by
Grameen Bank of the district
during the last four years.
reports UNB.

Sources said. the Grameen
Bank under Khulna Zone
through its 11 branches dis-
bursed Taka 16,04.47,323
among 14,605 distressed fami-
lies during the

Bank officials said. though
the loances have been paying
up their loan in s, but
still up to last January, the
amount of outstanding loan
stood at Taka 3.60.58.738 in
this arca. _
Construction of the
9th Nuclear Medicine Centre
of the couniry at Sher-c-Bangla
Medical Collcge premises here
is going on in full swing.

According to the Mecdical
Colle source, the govern-
ment has sanctioned Taka 1.28
crore for construction of the

Nuclecar Medicine Centre at
Bartsal

221 cataract
patients
operated upon

" THAKURGAON. Mar  3: At

least 221 cataract patients
upon in a week-

eniflp sogomin gy wi ey

::-mp
-.hpnnl Club premises in the
town here, reports UNB.
The Humanitarian Agency
for Development Services
(HADS) organised the eye
e . conchluded on Saturday.
as plri. of iis yearly pro-
gramme.
About 650 patients with eye
complications were also
treated free of cost in the
camp. tacles were also
distributed by the HADS
among the operated patients.
The Surgeon of Cousal
Azam BNSB Eye Hospital,

Dinajpur. conducted the oper-
ation

Elephants kill
one, hurt 8
others

BANDARBAN. Mar 3: One
person was killed and eight
others were injured In an at-

tack by a flock of wild ele-

phants in Lama upazila of the
hill district on Friday. reports
UNB.

Dudu Miah [45). All the injured
were admitled into Lama
Upazila Health Complex.

P:I';Iwy came under the attack

while returmning home from a
hill. official sources sald on

Saturday



