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Myanmar prisoners
ordered to work as
front-line porters

MAE SOT. Thalland. Mar 3:
has ordered hun-

dreds of ners from its
jails to work as fronl linc
porters in the jungle war

against Karen guerillas,
Myanmar traders sald on
Tuesday. reports Reuter.

The traders. interviewed in
this Thai border town. quoted
as saying they had

miﬂ from in the

of Mandalay,

an insurgency

one ol several ethnic

normally took its porters from
ﬂ? in eastern Karen stale.
t Myanmar men are now
iving in such a state of fear
that they run away from their
villages when the soldiers
show up. That's why they have
to use the inmates as porters.”
he said.
Aboutl 400 civillans are rc-

ported to have been rounded
up as porters recently in the
Karen twowns of Myawad! and
Kawhkareik.

Myanmar troops mortared
and shelled the Karen guerilla
base of Kaw Moo Ra carly on
Taesday. a Thal army source
said.

The source said anmar
afrcraft had also the
town of Manerplaw, where the
guerilias have their hcadquar-
ters, for the sixth consecutive

Jets flew six sorties against

, some 130 km (80

miles) north of Mae Sot. on
Monday and the army had
brought 400 more soldiers W
fis front line at Kaw Moo Ra,
where guerilla and government
troops are only 500 meires

(vards) apart, he said.

"We expect heavy fighting -

very soon at Kaw Moo Ra.” the
source said.

Kaw Moo Ra is on the
Myanmar side of the Moel
river just o ite the Thai vil-
lage of Wangkaew. It and
Manerplaw are the only major
Karen bases left on the Thai
Irontier.

in recent years the gueril-
las. who have been fighting
Ydngon for more than 40 years.
have been forced into smaller
enclaves by successive gov-
ernment offensives.

BERIEFRY

es shake Mount Pinatubo:

sts flew over Mount Pinatubo on Tuesday to inspect
the volcano aflter earthquakes shook the area for two days,

reports AP from Manila.
The Philippine
said 24 high

Institute of Volcanology and Seismology
-frequency earthquakes were recorded at the

volcano during the 24 hours ending at 6 am. Tuesday (2300
GMT Monday] compared with 28 the previous day.

The institute said that the earthquakes originated 10-16
kilometers [6-10 miles) under the volcano, which is about
100 kilometers [6-10 miles) under the wvolecano. which is
about 100 kilometers 60 miles) northwest of Manila.

Three low-f
probably caused

uency earthquakes reported Monday were
the sudden release of pressurized pockets

of sicam and gas at a shallower depth bejow the crater. the

institule said.

3 Kurdish rebels killed: sccuriy forees

have killed three rebels of the scparatist Kurdish Workers
(PKK) in Turkey's southeastern province of Van, the

press reported Monday. Xinhua from Istanbul.
Reports said that' security forces Sunday surrounded a
house in the Karaylan village of the province, where the PKK

rebels were staying.

An armed clash broke out after the rebels ignored an order
to surrender. During the clash three rebels were killed, in-

cluding two women.

Offictals in Mardin province sald Sunday that two Turkish
tecnagers kidnapped Saturday were shot dead in the town of

Czclone hits Australian coast : .

cyclone. with winds of up to 180 km (112 miles) an hour. hit

Tuesday. Meteorologists said. reports Reuter from

a ly populated part of the coast of western Australia
“:Fnc v
Perth.

Tropical cyclone lan crossed the remote north-western
coast but weakened as it headed inland. a spokesman for the
west Australian tropical cyclone warning section said.

No injuries were reported in the arca about 1.500 km

(930 miles) north of Perth.

Officials said the cyclone was headed for the Pilbara min-
ing region and the town of Pannawonica, an fron ore mining
community with a population of about 600.

Anti-abortion group backs Bush:

mmittee, a leading anti-abortion
group. endorsed President Bush on Monday. on the eve of his

The National Right to Life

new push to reclaim some

us and conservative support

from Pat Buchanan in the presidential election campaign.

reports AP from Washington.

"Mr Bush has been absolutely solid on this issue and he has
given us everything he promised.” said Wanda Franz. presi-
dent of the group. "We want to send a message and the mes-

sage we wanl to send is "Thank You. Mr Bush.’

On Tuesday. the president is flying to Chicago to address
the 50th Annual Convention of the National Association of

Evangelicals

. another in the efforts he and Vice President Dan

Quyle are making to bring conservatives into their fold.

The president had his picture taken Monday

with the top

officials of the right to life group. which has members in all

50 states.

7 bodies found in Colombia : rose

said Monday they had found the remains of 30 people at a
Colombian university. thought to be victims of a gang that
murdered down-and-outs and sold the bodies to a medical

school, reports Reuter from

Bogota, Colombia

The macabre dil-m-:? was made after a badly wounded

garbage collector esca
other

on Sunday and told police he and
collectors had been attacked

by security

several
guards who lured them to the campus of the free university in
the steamy Caribbean port city of Barranquilla.

X

The police searched the university on Sunday and found
b& of seven men and three women in the medical

school as well as 20 skulls, 15 lungs. 20 brains and 15 limbs.

a police statement said.

Israel offers interim transfer
of power to Palestinians

WASHINGTON, Mar 3
Isrunel negotiators at Middie
Easl peace talks here have
presented a working docu-
ment on the luture of the oc-
cupied territories which pro-
poses and interim transfer of
some administralive powers lo
the Palestinians, reports AFP.

The document. a copy ol
which was obtained by AFP, s
entitled “tdeas for a peaccful
coexistence in the territories
during the interim perfod™. It
was presented on February 24,

but not been offictally re-
leased.
An Israell spokesman

Monday refused to confirm or
deny the authenticity of the
copy obtained by AFT.

Here are the principal ex-

from the document:

In the first part. under the
heading “gencral concept”. Lhe
document states that “the
wounds inflicted by the long
and bitter Arab-Israch conflict

International

Tel Aviv to keeE securigy

need a time for healing. and
trust must be built gradually.”

“The deeply differing points
of view of 1 parties con-
cerned, cannot be bridged in
one comprehensive step. The
gap can be b d only
through a process of building
cocxistence, through interim
arrangements lollowed by an
agreement on final status.”

“The interim arrangements
should create a change in the
reality of life of the Palestinian
Arabs in the territories...[the
change) should not prejudge
the vutcome of the final status
negotiations: It must deal with
people. not with the status of
the termitonies. .. .”

"During the interim period.
the Palestinian Arab inhabi-
tants will be given, in the
framework of the interim sell—
Governmenl arraugemenls, an

opportunity W run their own
aflairs in  most sph:
eres _Israclis will continuc. as
of nght., 1w Iive and settle in

Lthe territories. The sole
responsibility for security in all
its aspects — external, internal
and public order — will be that
ol lsrael "

The second part of the doe-
umenti, called Interim Sell-
Covernment
(ISGA). slates:
'h‘ll':m ulrf!m of the ISOA.

ich w agreed u
the parties concerned. :'11! :r
cslablished in an agreed way.
The basic structural and funec-
tional configurations of the
ISCGA will be determined in the
course of the negotiations.”

“The jurisdiction of the
ISCGA organs will apply to the
Palestintan Arab inhabitants of
Judea, Samaria and the Gaza
district.”

Arrangemenls

“In the negotiations [srael
will propose 1o negotiate dele
gation of powers and respon-
sibiltties 10 the nmptr organs
of ISCA in the following
tphl‘h'ﬂ- ul opcration {....) nd-

ministration of justice:
Administrative personncl mat-
ters: agriculture: education and
culture: budget and taxation:
health. industry, commerce
and tourtsm: labour and soctal
welfare: local police for
eriminal affairs, and mainte-
nance of prisons for criminal
offenders sentenced by local
courts: local and
communications: | af-
fadrs: and religious aflatirs.”

"Powers and responsibilities
which are not delegated to be
the fed organs of the ISGA
will reserved Israel, be-
ing the source ol authority.
The powers and thikhi-

tics of the organs of the ISGA
will not apply to the Isracli de-

fence forces or 10 Isracll civil-
lans In Judea. Samuria and
Gaza district, as well as 10 the
Palcstintan Arabs who reside
in Jerusalem, the capital of
Isruel. which is not part of the
territories.”

AZERBAILJAN: An Azeri refugee from the captured village Khojali, in the embattled enclave

of Nago

rno-Karabakh, is helped on March 1 into a makeshift hospital. The man fled Khojali

on February 26 after Armenian forces invaded, and trekked five days across snow-covered

mountains to reach Agdam on the border of Nagorno-Karabakh.

— AP/UNB photo

'Move to make Baltic region |

a bloc of democracy

COPENHAGEN, March 23:
Ten states meet here
Thursday and Friday in a bid to
transform the Baltic region,
pcrhaps the least-publicised
victim of the cold war, into a
solid bloc of prosperity and
democracy, reports AFP.

The talks are billed as a
new chapter in the history of
the Baltic Sea, whose wealth is
starkly divided between the
Scandinavian countries and
Germany on one side, and the
former Soviet-dominated terri-
tory of Eastern Europe on the
other.

For German Foreign
Minister Hans-Dietrich Gen-
scher, who co-hosts thg

mecting with Denmark's
UFFE Ellemann-Jensen. "as
chance is now in the offing” to
revive the golden age of the
Hansealic states. when brash
medieval traders criss-
crossed the Balte, fertilising
its coastline with commerce
and ‘culture.

Danish oflicials say the °

meeling will set up a Baltic
council, which will meet at
ministerial level once a year o
coordinate economic aid to the
new democracics and look at
the region’s deepening envi-
ronmental concerns,
Genscher said he would
proposc specific projects for
Joint  infrastructure in the

Baltic. including coordinated
road. sca and rail ll'thll'ui‘z fas
and, Russia

Common o Po
andl the three ex-Sovict Daltic

stales ol Estonia. Latvia
Lithuania is a desperate rm

for capital and know-how. and
the problems of buflding an ef-
fictent distribution system and
coping with the end of sub-

sidised energy prices.
In contrast, Germany.

Norway. Sweden. Denmark
and Finland have among the
highest standards of living in

”‘hﬁ?ﬁ\'ﬁy the very [irst steps
have been taken in coordinal-
ing economic help from one
side of this chilly sea to the
other.

India urged to
take Israeli
help to arrest

wanted Tamils

NEW DELHIE Mar 3: An
indian MP has urged New
Delhi to take help from lsrael
10 capture two Sri Lankan
Tamil guerillas wanted for the
assassination ol former Prime
Minister Rajiv CGandhi, a news-
paper reporied Tuesday, re-
ports AFP.

Subramaniam Swamy told
reporters in Madras city
Monday that Israel Mossad
should be asked to seized
Velupillai Prabhakaran and
Pottu Amman from their base
in northern Sri Lanka if
Colombo’s troops falled to do

the job.
Lt Gen Javed new

Pak intelligence
chief

ISLAMABAD, Mar 3
Pakistan yesterday named an
army engineer who s also an
Islamic law preacher to be its
new Intelligence Chief, reports
Reuter,

The Defence Ministry said
Lieutenant-Cencral Javed Nasir
had been appointed Director-
General of the rful Inter-
Services Intelligence (1S1).
which has been involved in
Pakistan's past support for
guerillas fighting the Afghan
government.

He replaces Major-General
Mohammad Asad Durrani who
will be given a new appoint-
ment by the Army General
headquarters. a briel ministry
announcement said.

The move came only a few
weeks afler Pakistan threw its
weight behind an UN peace
plan for Afghanistan to the
anger of radical guerillas

secking a military victory

aguinst Kabul

NICOSIA, Mar 3 : Libyan
President Moammer Gaddafi
threatened yesterday to sel
fire to his country's oil wells if
the United States invaded. the
official Jana news agency re-
ported In a dispatch mom
tored here. reports AFP.

[n a speech to the Libyan
parliament. the General
People’s Congress. Gaddafi said
any attack against his country
would herald the end of Israel
as Jordanians, Palestinians,
Egyptans and Lebanese could
march into the Jewish state.

"I've alerted the Arab
brethren that in the event of
an attack nﬁ:inal Libya each
must fight the enemy from its
end.” Gaddali sald’...."they treai
us like animals on which they
experiment with missiles and
exercise embargo’'s and ques-
tion us on democracy, human
rights and pluralism.”

Gaddall sald Isracli pilots
who shot down a civillan

Libyan plane over the Sinai in
the carly 1970s and a US navy

officer who downed an lranian
1988 had been

Alrliner in

Moammer Gaddafi

) '‘Any attack on Libya to be end of Israel’

decorated because they had
killed "Muslim rats.”

Mecanwhile. Libyan leader
said he was not empowered
to hand over two ans ac-
cused in the Lockerbie bomb-
ing and the decision could only
be taken by local people's
commitiees.

He told a meeting of the
General People’'s Congress that
the handover could only be au-
thorised by the local commit-
tees, which function in facto-
ries, offices, farms and villages
and are the source of all au-
thority in the country.

His remarks ap to be
an attempt by Gaddali to dis-
tance himself from a statement
Sunday by his Foreign
Minister, Ibrahim Al-Beshari,
that the suspects could be
tried on neutral ground,

Gaddall, quoted in a dis-
patch from the Libyan news
agency Jana received here,
said he had wld UN Secretary

General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
he held "no presidential

He added that it was there-
fore not up to him to respond
to UN demands — contained in
Security Council resolution
731 — for Libyan cooperation
with US British and French
probes into the destruction of
US and French airliners.

“The Security Council reso-
lution does not mention the
handover of citizens and their

trial by another state, but calls

on Libya to cooperate with in-
vestigations in the three coun-
trics — which we are doing,”
Gaddafi stressed. .

Libya has refused demands
by the United States and
Britain for the Extradition of
two Libyan nationals indicted
in the explosion of a Pan Am
jet over Lockerbie, Scotland in
1988,

The Buily Skar

Off the Record

’
Bush 'guilty of
war crimes’

NEW YORK: international activists have found
President George Bush guilty of war erimes in the Gulf con-
flict. former US Attorney General Ramesey Clark anpounced
Monday. reports AFP,

Clark. a member of the mock international court made up

of owmbers from 33 countrics. said Bush was indicted on 20
counts of “crimes against
prace... and bhbumanity in
violation of the charter of the
Unied Nations, the Geneva
convertion and other inter-
nallonal agreements and
customary international law."
lhindreds of peace activists
met Saturday in New York to
attend the court hearing
which also brought
Jgainst Vice President
Guayle, Defence Secretary
Dick . as well as the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Stafl, General Colin Powell,
and the commander of the
nilled foreces in the Gull
retired General Norman
Schwarzkopl.
ush “intended an acted to
prevent interference
with his plan to destroy lraq
economi and militarlly”
lollowing the August 1990
invasion of Kuwait. according
v the indictment.
Other charges included
altacks on | civilians and
environmental damage causcd during the conflict. The court
also found that Dush violated international conventions when
US troops invaded Panama tn 1989

Faked her own kidnapping
to conceal a night

BASINGSTOKE. England: A married E sh woman who
faked her own kidnapping to conceal a t spent with two
lovers received a suspended sentence Monday for wasting po-
Hee time. reports Reuter

Police scoured two counties searching for the culprits
after Caroline Mansficlkd, 28, was found bound and gagged be-
side her husband's burned out car. She wid she had
been snatched by armed thugs and terrorised 24 hours.

But two days later she admitled concocting the story to
hide the aflatrs fraom her husband.

Manslicld, who has two young children. sobbed after she
was sentenced by a court 1o three months in jail. suspended
for one year. She and her husband are divorcing

She still believes
he is a criminal

SEATTLE. Washington: The woman
Wntl’dnﬁl:rn Statle Senator Brock Adams of d ng and mo-
leating at his Washington DC home nearly years
said yeslerday she still belicves he is a criminal and that
lhnuil resign. reports Reuter

"I belleve he should resign from the Senate and I've be-
lieved that since 1987 when he assaulted me.” Kart Tupper,
now 29 and 5-1/2 months pregnant with her first child, told
reporters at a4 packed news conlerence.

A probe by the US atlorney’s office in Washingion DC found
that Tupper’s allcgations were without merit but the incident
has dogged Adams ever since it was made public.

"I believe what he did was a crime and criminals should be
proseculed.” said Tupper, who [irst made her allegations:
public in deceit and protected by those close to him for so
long.”

Adams. a one-term Washington Democrat who served as
US transportation secretary under President Jimmy Carter,
has denied the charges.

Jilted bride dies
waiting

READING, England: A jilted English bride who lived in
her garden for 35 years alter being abandoned by her fiance
was found dead at the weekend, reports Reuter,

Joan Abery, 70, had refused Lo go back into her home after
being spurned at the church. She built herself a shelter from
trees, and brightly-coloured umbrellas in the front gar-
den of her home and furnished it with car seats and brief-
Cuscs.

She had left her house in Southern England unchanged
since the day the wedding should have taken place.

' -
His glory was
& . L
in his friends’
NEW YORK: More than 200 friends of Jay Sharbutt gath-
ered on Monday to share laughter, memories and a sweetly

sad sense of empliness in final farewell to the much-loved TV
critic of the Assoctated Press, reports AP.

“It's people like Jay who give a company a soul.” AP.
President Louis D Boccardi told the gathering. held in a stu-
div of NBC-TV, where Sharbutt once wo as a page. "...

What Jay did was fill our lives.”
Sharbutt, 51. was found dead of a heart attack last

who accused

W :
He had worked as a Washington reporter, Vietnam and
Persian Gulfl war correspondent, New York theatre critic and
senior TV reporter for the news cooperative, with time out
from the AP for a stint as a Los Angeles Times TV writer. ;

But his true vocation was [rlendship. With unmatchable wit
and warmth, Sharbutt tickled and cheered a world full of
friends in places high and low. :

Said AP Spectal Correspondent George Esper. a former
Vietnam bureau chief: "His glory -- as the poet Willlam Butler
Yeats said -- was in his friends, legions of them, who he en-
tertained....encouraged... embraced.” ;

Sharbutt, whose two marriages ended in divorce, is sur-
vived by a daughter, Julie, and his (ather, sister and brother.

US veto a wise
decision: China

BEWING, Mar 3: Beijing |

said on Tuesday US President
George Bush's veto of legisla-
tion attaching cgnditions to
trade with China was a wise
decision that would help put
the US-China relationship back
on track, reports Reuter.

"We believe it was a very
wise decision which will be of
great help to the future devel-
opment of Sino-US relations.”
a lrolnmn for the Ministry
of Foreign Economic Relations
and Trade said.

Bush's veto on Monday cf-
fectively scuttled o
Congressional bill inking re-
newal of China's most favoured
nation (MFN) trade status to

improvements in hu-
man s, u-deﬂ:gdmﬁ;-ﬂl::

export policies.

‘Baker proposes cut in Israel’s existing aid as penalty

WASHINGTON, Mar 3 : Sen
Patrick Leahy said Monday that
Secretary of State James A
Baker has proposed cutling
Israel's existing foreign aid as a
penalty for completing work
already begun on settlements
in the occupled territories.
reporis AP.

But Baker's spokeswoman.
Margaret Tutwiler. said "that is
not the position we are tak-
ing.” She said Baker was advo
cating that any penalty be de-
ducted from the loan guaran-
tees themselves.

Leahy, a Vermont Dem-
ocrat, reported Baker's
pusition after meeting with the
sccretary in an attempt 1o
reach agreement on conditions
for meeting Israel's request for

10 billlon dollar in loan guar-
antees over the next five years.
It also was confirmed by a se-
nior administration official.
Leahy said Baker has
pushed for weeks to counter
any money lsrael spends on

construction of settlements by |

deducting the same amount
from Israel's cash aid under
the Economic Support Fund, a
1.2 billfon dollar annual gift
that has remained constant for
years and is seen by some as a
virtual entitiement for Israel.
Administration officials
confirmed that was Baker's
view, but added that il was not
holding up progress on the
loan guarantees. The discus:
sions are stalled by [ar more
flundamental issues involving
Isracl's settlement plans, the

officials said.

Later a Leahy spokesman,
Joe Jamele, sald there was no
misunderstanding. "He is not
backing down on his slate-
ment,” sald Jamele, refterating
that the idea of an aid cut had
been Baker's position through-
outl recent discussions on the
loan guarantees.

The Bush administration
regards settlements in the oc-
cupied territories — which it
defines as the West Bank, Gaza
Strip. East Jerusalem and
Golan Heights — as an obstacle
to Middle East peace.

The current round of
Middle East peace talks, now
in  its second week 1In
Washington, has produced al-
most no progress, with the
scitlement of 'Israelis in dis-

puted lerritories one of the
mosl divisive issues,

Israel is seeking the guaran-
lees so it can oblain commer-
cial loans to help resettle tens
of thousands of Jewish emi-

res. most of them from the

former Soviet Unjon.

3ut Leahy, who had sched-
ulcd a meeting of his Senate
Appropriations foreign aid
subcommittee on Tuesday to
act on the matter, said he was
growing pessimistic.

"We have some strongly
held positions in the adminis-
tration which | can't buy onto,
and some strongly held posi-
tions among members of
Congress which | can’t buy
onto.” Leahy said in a tele-
phone interview,

Tl keep on trying, but I'm

not as optimistic as | was on
Friday.” he said. "If it can't be
done, it can't be done.”

Among the difficult issues,
Leahy said. was how to apply
penaltics against Isracl should
it choose to complete settle-
ment construction that already
had been begun on Jan. 1 of
this year,

Leahy has proposed allow-
ing the bullding to be com-

pleted. but deducting any
amount spent from Israel's
loan guarantee amount for the
year. That would mean the
Jewish state would recetve a
smaller amount of loan pro-
ceeds.,

The Baker proposal, which
woulld directly reduce cash aid
to Israel, would be a more

_Lanka restores
civil admn in
rebel-held areas

COLOMBO, Mar

drastic way ol opposing Isracl's
scitiements policy.
“We arg still in a position

where we have got serfous dis-
agreements.” added one senfor
administration official, speak-
ing only on condition of
anonymity. "Time constraints
are fust about to end any dis-
cussion” in the Senate. "We
aren’'t even close.”

leahy had hoped 1o win
agreement in ime to add the
loan guarantees to a foreign aid
bill. Foreign aid is currently
flowing under a stopgap fund-:
ing bill that expires March 31.

Baker is scheduled 1o meet
again sometime this week with
Israell Ambassador Zalman
Shoval, with whom he has al
reacly met three times on the

guarantee requesi

Government authoritiés Tues-
day claimed civil adminis-
tration has been restored in
most of the rebel-controlled
arcas of the east and in some
arcas of the north, reporta AP,

Elections to local bodies In
the east can be held by the end
of year because troops were
making steady progress against
the Tamil Tiger guerillas. said
S Ganeshanathan, chief secre-
tary of the northeast provincial
council.

Soldiers backed by artillery
and helicopter gunships
launched an operation last
week to clear the areas and to
kill as many militanis as possi-
ble.



