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‘Defence budget cuts |
essential to make

SAARC effective’

A three-day international
seminar on “New imperatives

for regional cooperation in
South Asia” mhld‘ here
Sunday with a call for femoval
ol mistrust and urgent solution
of lingering for cffec-
tve cooperation. re-
ports BSS.

The Session was
chaired by Werld Peace
Council President Ramesh
Chandra and was addressed by
Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman. Chairman
of the Board of Editors of The
Ddf “Ittefag” Moinul Hossein
an

Deputy [Resident
Representative of UNDP in

Tﬁh Winston Temple.
seminar, organ-

ised by the Wor Peace
Council and the Ba
Peace Council was attended by
delegates from several South
Asian countries and peace
council headquarters.

The statement adopted at
the seminar and read out by its
Co-Chairman Ali Aksad the
seminar during its several
sessions discussed the issues
and problems in the region
and felt that confidence build-

ing was necessary for a sound
cooperative system.
The seminar stressed tLhe

Mosquitoes
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dratns and hundreds ol bitches
of stagnant water are consid-
ered o be the mosquito breed-
ing centres in and around the

Larvacide which kill
ito larva, is essential to
be sprayed before the starting
of high breeding season of
mosquitoes but larvacide was
exhausted from DCC's godown
in May last year.

Before purchasing and using
the insecticide, it is tested in
the Institute of Epidemic and
Disease Control Research
(IEDCR) under the Ministry of
Health and in the Plant
Protection Department al
Khamarbar near Farm Gale.

But last year when the file
was processed by the DCC be-
fore the high breeding season.
IEDCR refused to test the
sample of insecticide saying
that “it was nol their duty”
which caused delay in procur-
ing larvacide, a DCC source al-
leged.

Finally, when the situation
detertorated. the IEDCR (csted
the insecticide and the DCC
purchased 6,000 litres of lar-
vacide at the end of January
and staried spraying.

The corporation. however,
continued drain and ditch
cleaning programme and aiso
sprayed adulticide since May
last year but all their efforts
proved futile and the situation
wursened.

A DCC source on Thursday
said the corporation would
purchase 20 more fogger
spraycrs which are very e
tive in spraying insecticide
even in the congested areas.

Each German-made spra-
yer would cost around Taka
one lakh. the source said
adding that it would be pur-
chased within 15 days.

The corporation already has
600 hand and power sprayers *
and three vehicle mounted
automatic sprayers.

Some 300 spraymen of DCC
and 340 field staffs of MDC are
involved in the mosquito con-
trol operations.

Meanwhile, the mosquito
experts said that a mosquito
has only less than four weeks
life cycle and the breeding
season is almost over so the si-
tuation would automatically
improve gradually from now

World Cup
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after rain restricted them to

47T overs.
The rain interruption
looked Ilikely to present

Australia with an easy victory.
but a spectacular innings of 93
from Indian captain
Mohammad Azharuddin gave
his team a chance. An extra
three overs without the rain
delay could have resulted in
victory for India.

In the only World Cup
match Monday, South Africa
and Sri Lanka play at
Wellington, New Zealand. In
matches Saturday. New
Zealand beat South Africa by
seven wickets at Auckland, and
the West Indies beat Zimbabwe
by 756 runs at Brisbane.

After nine days of the
month-long competition, New
Zealand is on top with six
points from three victories
while England is in second
with five points from three

need for grealer people-to-
people contacts in South Asia
as well as role of the NGO's In

strengthening the SAARC
spirit.
The seminar also made

manifold ns to make

SAARC a forum in-

reduction of military

tures. freezing of arms

and trade, preven-

tion of development of nuclear

and other wea of mass

destruction -mnl of re-

strictions on movement within
South Asian region.

It urged Myanmar govern
ment W sort out its problems
and help return of democracy
in the country.

Spcaking at the concluding
session. the Foreign Minister
said. that the Mdg.. w:}s':ndlf
moving ahead pite tra-
ditional mistrust that be dev-
illed bilateral ties of member
states for a long tme.

Rahman said that

made the SAARC
muht mby t but it set
an irreversible trend of mutual
cooperation in the region.

G A Mannan
dead

Noted Dance-Director G A
Mannan died at the early hours
of Sunday at a city clinic after
suffering from acute illness for

the last seven ycars. He was
60. reports BSS,

He left behind his wile, two
daughters and a host of rela- |

tions. friends and well-wishers
to mourn his death.

Three separale namaz-¢-
janazas of the deceased were
held at Bara-Maghbazar Jame
Masjid, Baitul Mukarram
National Mosque and
Shilpakala Academy. He will be
buried at his village home at
Saktala, Comilia.

The qul khwani ol the late
Dance-Director will be held on
March 4 after Asr prayer at his
Maghbazar residence in the
city.

Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy, from where Mannan
retired last year as a deputy di-
rector after serving ten years,
will hold a condolence meet-
ing at its auditorium on March
3at 10 am.

Meanwhile, State Minister
for Cultural Affairs Prof Jahan-
Ara Begum expressed her pro-
found shock at the death of
Mannan.

Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy Artiste Association
and ‘Dibya’, a cultural organisa-
tion, in separate statements,
expressed condolence at the
death of Mannan.

Concern over
fresh influx

of band items
By Staff Correspondent

An eight-member team ol
Bangladesh Shopowners’
Federation held a meeting
with the Home Minister Abdul
Matin Chowdhury at his office
on Saturday and expressed
concern over [resh influx of
contraband items during the
past one week.

The team led by Federation
chairman Amir Hossain Khan
urged the minister to take
necessary action immediately
to check smuggling,

The Federation chairman
also said that the anti-smug-
gling drive would futile
unless the prices of locally
made commodities were con-
trolled.

The shopowners informed
the minister that contraband
items were flooding market
through some new channels.

The minister assured the
Shopowners' Federation lead-
ers of llk‘lli all punﬁihlc mea-
sures o cu

Among nﬂ'u':ra M a'h Zaman
Monju, Md Amir Ullah and SA
Kader Kiron, senior vice-
chairman. vice-chairman and
secretary general respectively
of the Association were pre-
sent at the meeting.

' all the
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Zahanara Imam addressing a rally organised to garner support for Golam Azam's tnal yesterda)

KAFCO
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When the first MOU was
signed in 1981, a barge-
mounted plant was planned.
Financing for the projcet was
also sup to come from
the Intermational Finance Cor-
poration(IFC). an affilate of the
World Bank. But later the IFC
backed out citing non-viability
of the project. '

According to the 1990 ag-
reement, the subscribers to

the projects’ equity are : Gov-
ernment of H-.n;ﬁdelh (thr-
ough BCIC), KAFCO, Japan
Investment Company [!‘nrmnd
by OECF, Chiyoda Corporation
and Marubeni Corp). Haldor
Topsoe A/S of Denmark, Com-
monwealth Development Cor-
. UK. IFU of Denmark,

blic issue symndicated by

h Shilpa Bank, Sta-

micarbon of the Netherlands,
DANIDA and Nordic Develop-

' ment Fund via GOB/BCIC).

While the Chiyoda and
Marubeni are covered by non-
commercial risk insurance by
MIGA (Multilateral Investment
Guarantee Agency) of the
World Bank, others including

another major sharcholder
Halder Topsoc A/S do not have

the guarantee.
Milon murder

Another witness

examined

By Staff Correspondent

One witness in the trial of
Dr Shamsul Alam Khan Milon
murder was examined and
cross-examined in the court

Dr Mozalfar Hossain. the
24th witness in the trial. told
the Second Additional
Sessions Judge. M. Ismail Mia,
that he was not an eyewitness
of the murder.

Police, courts
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Incomes of
are found to benefit positively
from p education but are
relatively unafifected by sec-
ondary or higher education.
Nevertheless, 55 per cent of
poor and 60 per cent of
the hard core poor have no
formal schooling. Moreover.
primary
‘generally empowering func-

tion which impact heavily on |

the income of the poor.

On the state of women the
report says that the 'burden of
poverty {all disproportfonately
on the females hall of popula-
tion.' It has been seen that, on
an average, females have a nu-
trittonal intake only B8 per
cent of that of males and 46
per cent of the wage rate
eamed by males.

Emphasizing the nced for
infrastructure the report ob-
serves “the growth potential of
existing urban centres may be
overwhelmed by poverty-led
rural-urban exodus if sullicient
economic opportunities fail to
materialise the countryside.” A
focus on decentralised urbani-
sation may be crucial in which
upazila facilities may play ‘a
useful role.’ the report adds.

Justifying the need for local
self-government the rt ar-
gues 'such structures need to
be conceived not as subordi-
nate arms of administration
but as the key foundations of a
participatory political process
with a countervailing supervi-
sory potential over execulive
and allocative decision making
upto the district level.'

poor houscholds |

education has a |
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Muktijoddha leader’s -

comment creates uproar

in anti-'razakar' rally

By Staff Correspondent

Jahanara Imam, Convener ol
the ‘Committee for Elimination
of the Killers and Collaboralors
of 1971', Saturday urged the

ple from across the country
to attend the trial of Golam
Azam, in people's court. in the
city on March 26 for ‘"war
crimes’.

Addressing a big public rally
near the National Press Club
in the city, she also called
upon all to make tomorrow's
public gathering in the Baitul
Mukarram premises at 3 pm a
success. The meeting has been
arranged to mobilise mass
support for the trial of Golam
Azam. chiel of the Jamaatl-c-
Islami.

The audience became agi
tated while Mahfuzur Rahman
president of Bangladesh
Muktijoddha Sangsad in his
speech blamed tLhe ‘post
Independence regime’ for for-
giving the ‘rajakars’. He, how-
ever, managed to leave the dais
unhurt with the help of the or-
ganisers.

In her presidential speech,
Jahanara Imam also called for
maintaining unity of the pro-
Liberation forces to ensure
that all the ‘'war criminals’ be
tried in the 'people’'s court’ by
phases. "Disunity among the
pro-Liberation forces has led
to the alarming rise of the en:
emies of the country's inde
pendence.” she said,

"We are now passing
through a cructal period when

Drug ring
Dhaka may
seek help

of Interpol

By Staff Correspondent

An international racket of
drug-traffickers is using
Bangladesh as a transit-point.

A Detective Branch (DB)
source said Sunday that the
government might seek help
of the Interpol to unearth the
ring,
A high official of DB police
said, Eliadah MecCord, an
American girl arrested oun
Tuesday last in connection
with heroin traflicking. in her
confessional statement to mag-
istrate in Dhaka Saturday dis-
closed names of several foreign
nationals allegedly involved in
drug trafficking through
Bangladesh.

Another high level source
ol the Detective Branch said
that 1hey had some 'surprising
informations’ from Eliadah but
declined to disclose for the
sake of investigation.

Mcanwhile, Robert
Blanskson who was also ar-
rested on Thursday in connec-
tion with drug-trafficking.
passed the first day of three-
day remand but police failed to
get any substantial information.
~ UNB adds: Investigating of-
ficers may go abroad in search
of fresh clues for the heroin
casc.

A source close to Detective
Branch of Police investigating
the case saild yesterday thal
some Lebanese and Colombians
are most likely involved in this
particular case of heroin
smuggling.
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the rajakars’ are being rcha-
bilitated in all spheres of the
socicty”. she sald. "We must
uproot them, to save the
country”.

Apart
Rahman. president of his fac-
tion of Bangladesh

from Mahluzur |
. real organisers

Mukttjoddha Sangsad, Panna |

Kaiser, widow of Shaheced
Shahidullah Kaiser, Prol Abdul
Mannan Choudhury of the
Dhaka University. Asil Ahmed
Munir of Projanmo ‘71. Beby
Moudud of

Nart
GCanatantrik Chhatra Otkya and
Nasiruddin Yousul of the Group
Theatre Federation also ad
dressed the rally.

Tackling of refugee
problem gets
appreciation

abroad: Mostafiz

The international commu-
nity 1s voicing Increasing con-
cern at the contnuing influx of
Muslim refugees

Myanmar and is appreciative ol
Bangladesh's eflorts 1o tackle

- the central leadershi
. party adding.
| tonsidered

the Oikyabaddha |
, Belal Choudhury of '

="
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aware of conspiracy against Al
by different political quarters.

Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury of
Chittagong (South) while de-
liberating on the organisational
affairs of the party regretied
the moneyed men are getting
hold of the party leadership in
the different part of the coun
try at the cost of sincere or-
ganisers’ eflort’.

In  Bangabandhu's time
could make
thetr way Into the party lead:
ership’ Chowdhury reminded
of the
‘this should be
as the secret of
gearing up the party rank and
file

Today's session. according
to the insiders, will witness
deliberations on some sensi-
tive issucs that include Intra-
party conflicts and Kamal
Hossain's move for floating a
democratic forum without

consulting the party
UNB adds: Awami League

| chiel Sheitkh Hasina also ac-

from |

the problem in a "ecorrect and |

constructive manner,” Foreign
Minister ASM Mostwafizur
Rahman said in Dhaka yester-
day. reports BSS.

The Foreign Minister. who
returmed home this morning
from a seven-nation sojourn of
European and Arab countries,
told newsmen that he had ex-
plained the refugee problem to
the government of the coun
tries he visited.

Khetmajur
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ernment social wellare belore
three months ago changing its
name in English as Bangladesh
Agricultural Working People's
Association.

Selim. once a popular stu-

. seized 60 counterfeit
' knotes.,

cused the BNP government of
fallure In running the country
due to ils ‘mismanagement,
ineflictency and dishonesty’,
depriving people of the fruit of
democracy

Three arrested
with counterfeit

banknotes
By Staff Correspondent

Police of Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID] seized counterfeit ban-
knotcs of Taka 1.63.000 and
arrested three persons in this
connection from Dhaka and
Chittagong on Tuesday and
Friday

A special CID police team
ban-
16 of five-hundred
Taka and 44 of one hundred
Taka notes, from a room of ho-
tel Parabat. at Fakirapole in the
city and arrested Nurul Afsar

' on Tuesday in this connection.

dent leader and currenty a |

presidium member of CPB.

suffered a personal wound
after he was replaced by Abul

Kalam Azad. a supporter of |

Murur Rahman., as the new
General Secretary. Selim re-
mained as a member of the
central execulive committee.

Nurur Rahman. re-elecied
as Hresident. has reportedly
got support from the main-
stream CPB lcadership.

Inside the CPB Selim is
known to be a staunch sup-
porter of hardline Marxism-
Leninism opposed to the
mainstream stand that the
party should first work for

bourgeois democracy. justice. a

great deal of capitalistic devel-
opment of soclety in order to
achicve socialism.

Sources close to Selim said
' Sayedabad in the city, reports

he bowed down to Nurur
Rahman to avert a split in the
organisaton.

Some sources at the new
central committee of
Khetmajur Samity said they
wouldn't be surprised il the
new leadership (iljnnl]y applies
to the government for turning
it into a Non-Government
Organization, a step needed to
get foreign donations.

Nurur Rahman, they said is
a man who believes that they
should work in line with the
NGOs like Grameen Bank to
deliver financial benefits to
Igrlcultuml Wage earncrs.

.:i!i'

Following the statement ol
Nurul Afsar, CID police raided
several places in Chiltagong on
Friday and arrcsted
Mohammad Sarwar and Nazrul
Islam Amin and recovered
counterfeit banknotes of one-
hundred Taka and five-hun-
dred Taka valued 1.50,600
Taka.

Police said, they also seized
equipments of making coun-
terfeit banknotes from the ar-
rested persons.

None dies in JP
meet violence,
Press Note says

The government Sunday
categorically said that none
had died in the unpleasant in-
cident that occurred Saturday
at a Jatiya Party meeting at

BSS.

Referring to the report of
death of three persons or
more at the JP meeting pub-
lished in different newspapers.
a Press Note issued by the
Ministry of Home Affairs said,
the news item was false and
motivated,

Proper investigation has
been made in this regard, the
Press Note said.

The government also ex-
pressed the hope that with
this clarification all sorts of
confusion would be removed,

Ihr Press Note added.
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Th- Jltl_vl Mahila Party, the women's wing of Jatiya Party at a press conference in front of the National Press Club

yesterday.

—8tar photo
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to extradite 2 accused

CAIRO, Mar | :

Libya today said it was ready to extradite

mulbymmmmdufmtmﬂ!m
for trial in & neutral country. “Libya agrees o the ex-

tradition of the accused

Libyans to a neutral country. on con-

mmnmmmuhmmmt_q

party

Foreign Mintster Ibrahim Al-Beshari told reporters

here after a meeting with Arab Secretary General
Esmat Abdel Meguid, reports AFP K- %

. Thousands of hard-Hners and Russian

nationalists staged anti-government demonstrations In
Moscow and St Petersburg on Sunday 1o protest the policies
of President Boris Yeltsin. About 1 .000 people. many chanting
antl- Semitic slogans. gathered at Moscow's lelevision center
on the outskirts of the city demanding the cstablishment of
all Russian lelevision programming, reports AP
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day conlerence will hear delib-
eration from local and foreign
experis.

The fve-year Flood Action
Plan (1990-95) was developed
by the World Bank in 1989 and
endorsed by the government

and donor agency represenia-
tives after 1987 and

floods.

The Prime Minister said al
though the people of the coun-
try had adopted to the chal
lenges of floods. cyclones and
tornadoes. it cannot remain
unchanged with advancement

- of knowledge. science and

o |

technology .
*Improvement of Hving
standard and environment is a

. natural instinct of mankind.

We cannot, therclore. remain
to the co-existence ol
our with floods and cy
clones for ages together.”
Begum Zia stressed the
need for concreté measures
for a permanent solution to the
"wide and complex” [flood
problem. But “that does not
mean that we will have to wait
indefinitely.”

Trawler workers

may go for gherao

Workers of deep sea fishing
trawlers who are on strike
since February 7 Sunday urged
the ernment to infcrvenc
in resolving their problems.
reports UNB.

General Secretary of Decp
Sea Fishing Trawler Workers
Union M Jahangir Hossain told
a press conference that they
might go for gherao il their
demands were not met within
one week

'PM : flood projects

h-ﬂﬂm_nw
as it mvolved

*People’s
must be ensured at the very
ry stage of the projects

participation

for their duration.”
Begum said optimum
utilisation of country's huge
easential

human resource Wwas
for the of balanced

and coordinated development
efforts. In this conlext. she
mentioned the countrywide
canal digging programme
which. she said. had opened
new vistas

OIC team arrives
to look into

refugee problem

A two-member high-pow-
ered delegation from the
Organisation of the Islamic
Conlference [OIC) arrived In
Dhaka Sunday o see the plight
of the Myanmar Muslim
refugees In Bangladesh, re-

ports BSS.

The delegation met Forcign
Minister ASM Mostafizur
Rahman immediately after its
arrival and discussed the is-
sucs relating to the refugees.

Ambassador Nasir Abdallah
Hamdun, Chairman of the
Permanent Council of the
Islamic solidarity fund and
Ambassador Abdallah Abdi
Harsi, Director of the OIC,
make up the delegation.

Historic March
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The golden colour ol the
map represented the Golden
Bengal dreamt by so many po-
ets, not least Rabindranath
Tagore: the red circle stood
for all the blood that had been
shed for Bengal's freedom over
the year: and the green fields
of rural Ba h was shown
darkened by the martyrs’

blood.

The meeting. addressed by
Noor-e-Alam Siddiqui and
Shahjahan Shiraj, President
and General Secretary respec-
tively of the Chattra League,
which was the Awami ue's
student wing, and by DUCSU
General Secretary Abdul
Quddus Makhan, called on the
people to fly the new flag of
independent Bengal and burn
all Pakistani flags.

Tens of thousands roared
their approval, as Jol Bangla
slogans made the campus
ground shake.

Throughout the city. life
came to an absolute standstill
at Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman's call for a
half-day hartal. Nothing. not
even planes or trains, moved.
Except people, of course, as
they took to the streets in
processions, or individually
and got inexorably sucked into
the hundreds of demonstra-
tions going on simultaneously
all over the provincial capital.

Hundreds of thousands of
people, carrying iron rods
plucked from the boundary
railings of the old High Court
building and other government
places, and sticks and bambpo
staves, braved the bullets and
tear gas of the police.

The Pakistan Observer re-
ported the next day that 64
people were wounded, many
with bullet injuries, in clashes
with police.

In realfty. three studcnis

et martyrdom in
on March 2 in Dhaka alone,

while reports of barbarity of
the army and the policc
streamed in from other parts
of the country too.

While the people. sponta-
neously and under direction ol
vartous socio- political organi-
sations, flooded the streets
and took the struggle for free-
dom to a new, higher stage,
Shetkh Mujib issued new di-
reciives to make the snow-
balling movement have maxi-
mum impact.

Bangabandhu gave a call to
observe complete hartals
throughout the province from
68 am to 2pm. right up to
March 6.

March 3 would be observed
as National Mourning Day and
Mujfb would lead a march out
of Pallan Maidan that day fol-
lowing a public meeting organ:

lice firing

sl by the Chaltrn Tadaue
“There ts no justificalia, bor
the continuation ol Marnal
Law or military rule for a single
day. 1, therefore, urge the im-
mediate withdrawal of Martial
Law, an immediale end to the
confrontation and removal of
all obstacles to the exercise by
the people’'s representatives of
the power that is rightfully
theirs.” Mujib demanded in his
statement, adding that, "our
movement will continue till
the above demands are met
and till the people of
Bangladesh atiain emancipa-
tion.™
At @ pm a curfew was
clamped on the whole of
Dhaka to stem the tide the
demonstrations that kept
in numbers and spirit
by the hour throughout the
day. The military authorities
said that the curfew was nec-
essary because of "serious
cases of looting. arson and
killings" in various parts of the

In reality, student volun-
teers had maintained a re-
markable level of discipline in
the city, including catching
the odd hoodlum trying to
steal a few things from shops
at Baitul Mukarram.
Furthermore, all the killings
on the day were done by the
police and army themselves.

Nevertheless, the city
Martial Law administration an-
nounced a 7 pm to 7 am cur-
few in Dhaka from March 3 un-
til further notice.

However., the days of
Pakistani government authority
in Bangladesh was rapidly
drawing o a close, as Sheikh
Mujib gedured in his March 2
statement: ‘

"Now that the representa-
tives have been elected by the
people, they are the only legit-
imate source of authority. All
authorities are, therefore, ex-

cted to take note of this

. "

Solarz
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and spoke of his full support
and cooperation to further
strengthen Dhaka-Washington
tes.

Meanwhile, Hiram Ruiz.
policy columnist for the US
committee for refugees. who
arrived in the city Sunday will
proceed to Cox's Bazar and
Bandarban districts ‘today

(Monday) to see the plight of

the refugees.

US committee for refugees
is a private isation work-
ing closely with the Congress,
the State Department and
UNHCR and woluntary agen
cles.



