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Ta Rhmction in Chako-

ria last Scplember rela-

ted to a programnw

which the Dhaka-based NGO,
SARPYV (Social Asststance and
Rehabilitation fer the
Physically Vulnerabic), had
carried out to alleviate the
suffering of persons disabled
and seriously injured as a re

sult of the April cyclone, onc of

the was Ms. Mohua
Paul, Seerclary of The Centre
for the Rchabilitation of the
and NGO situated at

mear Savar.

Mohua Paul, whe is a
wheelchair user, focusscd on
the problems of women who
arc disabled. Pointing out that
in a male-dominated socicly
women arce often marginaliscd
and oppressed, she said that
women doing houschold work
arc rarcly appreciated for their
dawn-to-dusk work as they
often do nol actually "carn”
moncy. She referred to women
who become disabled as being
“doubly disablcd”. She also
poiniced out that any marricd
woman who becomes disabled
s often rejected by her hus-
band and his family and in
many cases by hcr own [amily

which usually shows little tin-
derstanding her ‘new situa-
tion

Mohua went on to siress
the need for urgemt acccp-
tanfe of the immunization

mme of UNICEF/WIHO
and the Government as a
mecans o eiminate discascs,
such as Molio, which causc dis-
ability. She pointed out also
that low quality and shortage of
food can causc malnutrition
which olien leads Lo disability.
Also, she said, it §s very sad
that il there is a disabled child
in any family, the child is oflen
the most neglected particu-
larly if the child is female.

To put Mohua's very clcar
and accurale assessmenl, of
the situation In our present-
day society of a woman who s
disabled, In a wider and morc
global context, 1 have drawn on

g nlL article by Jrokic
poth. a Canadinn weiman vho
deseribes herscll as  a

"physically-challenged [lemi-
nisl.” In hor article published
by ISIS Intermational, Jackic
SpothMalks about having cxpe-
ricnced Lthe doubly negative
implications of being female
and disablcd in “this patriar-
. chal socicty”. So, il is not onl

in male-dominated Banglades

that women fell dominated and
oppressed,

More than 500 million pco-
plc in the world arc disabled
as a conscquence of mental,
physical, or scnsory impair:
ments. The purpose of the
World IP'rogramme of Action
“deckared for the UN Decade of
Disabled 'ersons 1983- 1992 is
lo promote clfective measures
lor prevention ol disabilitics,
rchabilitation and rcalization of
the goats of lull participation
and cquality of disablcd peoplc
in the social and cconomic de-

velopment process in their
counlrics.

Rich nations can u;.lil"lnh'l)'
be proud of their high tech ad-

vancements. Many disabled
persons in Lthe rich countrics
have found training and cm-

world of computers. BDul, In
fact all the weehnology of mad-
ern ingenuily can do less o
improve the lives of disabled
people than a change in the
social attitudes which have
been born from ignerance, in-
difference and fear of the non-
disabled population,

Social allitudes, whether
internalized in pyblic architee-
ture and transport systcms,
can converl impairmenis into
disabilities. For a person whe
has polie, socicty can make the
impairment to that of "not be-
ing able o carn a Iiving.” For a
person who is deal, misunder-
standing can eonvert the im-

rment of not being able to

into the disabflity of not
being educated. Far from being
a homogenous group, people
with disabilitics are nol dc-
fined by disability, and have
diffcrent barriers to overcome

Ms. Mohua Paul

in dillerent ways. As you begin
to see blind PhD students as
well as blind beggars, you sce
that blindness does nol define
the person.

There is no "blind person.”
Disabled people are different—
as different as eve clse
— as differently as you
and L

It has bcen proven that
there is a direct corrclation
between poverty and disability
and, in flact B0% of the dis-
abled population live in devel-
oping nations. Scvenly per
cent of these people live in
inacceessible rural arcas where
the family is the primary sup-
porl. When the [amily cconomy
fs bascd on agriculture and
when the (raditional extended
family cxists, il is quilc possi-
ble for even the most disabled
person to be given some usclul
lasks to perform.

lHowever, as more rural
familics move to wurban
cenires, as agriculture beco-
mes more mechanized and
commecercialized, as moncy
transactions replace barter
syslems and as the institution
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of the extended family  dis-
integrates, Lthe wveocaltional

light of disabled pcrsons

vomes more scevere. In urban
slums throughout the world
the competition for any cce-
nomically productive activily is
hcavy. Thus many disabled
E:"rmnu are abandoned to

come dependent, others
resorl (o begging.

Any disablcd woman any-
where in the world experti-
ences the doubly negative im-
plications of being female and
disabled in the patriarchal
socicly that exisis virtually all
over the world. Siatistics re-
veal that women are exploited
and oppressed as a class, Two
out of three fliiterate persons
in the world arc women.

Indeed, although compris-
ing one hall ol the world's

pulation. enc third ol the of-

| labor force, and perform-

ing ncarly two-thirds of work
donc, the women of the world
reecive only one-tenth of the

world’s income and own lcss
than one-hundredth of world
properly.

The polent combination of
low status of women fn some
developing countries and
poverty's grim consequcencecs is
now acknowledged as a major
cause of disability. Disabled
women gre even more likely to
be [linancially marginalised,
socially rejected, given dimin-
ishcd access lo food, health
carc, vocational training and
cducation.

Many of the disabilitics that
impact on the lives of women
arc preventable. Women who
develop visual impairments as
a rcsull of occupalions in the
clectronics industry, weaving,
garmenl industries and carpet
making could have had such
disabilitics prevented {f there
were workplace, health, and
salcty laws in the host coun-
Lrics.

The 74,000,000 women
who have had their scxuality
disabled from the practice of

cliloridectomy would not have
to sulfer physical agony as a re-

sult of genital mutilation if pa-
iriarc lears of women's sex:
uality could be calmed and
women's rights to sexual ful-
fillment be recognized and ac-
commodated. re are west-
crn fears of the fertility of de-
veloping world women that
have resulied In massive
dumps of conlraccptives and
sterilization campaigns that
have caustically violated, in-
jured, and disabled the bodics
of women in deve coun-
iries, including | §
However, western add offi-
cials have never tried to un-
derstand the cultural realities
in Bangladesh that dictate the
nccessily for women Lo
birth to preferably male chil-

dren. It is a myth thllrrty
is caused by overpopulation.

Poverty results from unjust

distribution of resources and
wealth. Impairment of fertility
can jecopardize a women's
place in the kinship network
with the threal of divoree, thus
plawwing a woman in an c¢co
nomically insccure slate. Such
anxiclics give rise to mental
flincss, endemic to” many
Third World women.

When the food supply is

meagre and limiled, the prior-
ity that has long remained re-
spected and unquestioned is
always for the nutrition and
health of the males of the fam-
fly. the present and future
breadwinners. By  socicly's
reckoning. women arc consid-
cred to make little economic
contribution thus their
unobtrusive place on the last
rung of cstablished prioritics.

Not al all considered arc
the number of domestic
chores the woman s expoectod
lo accomplish to keep a home
going, her own health necds
which ultimaltcly aflfeets the
children’'s, and her very dig-
nity as a person which entitles
her to the very same things in
life that a man has.

Development

The Disabled : Only Differently

Abled

In certain paris of the
world, a baby girl oficn re-
ccives only whatever food is
kit by her lather and brothers.
difficuit as this may scem 1o
fathom, there are known cascs
of extreme poverly where
children, again espectally so
when they are female, may be
dcliberately maimed so that
they can be made to beg
These seemingly mediacval

tices wilth even more cru-
elly on disabled women who
tend to age more rapidly when
the harvest is meagre and food
alloticd for the exclusive usc of
the young and healthy.

For almost all women in the
world, marriage is the primary
means of cconomic survival as
well as achicvement of social
status. Disabled women In de-
veloping couniries arc oflcn
hidden from view by their [am-
flics, nol only seen as unmar-
riagcable but also as a cursc 1o
other marriagcable brothers
and sisters.

Today's disabled women In
developed and developing
countries must! scc their roles
over and beyond traditional
family scitings and clannish
ness. In sell-help organtzations
of disabled persons, women
are working o overcome the
barriers that they [ace In their
respeciive societics.

A Canadian women's organi-
zation called DAWN (DisAblced
Women's Nelwork Canada)
supports disabled women iIn
Ltheir struggles to control Lthelr
own lives. In the global strug-
gle for repreductive [reedom,
DAWN and the Namibian

Women's Voice have joinced in
profvst 1o the uwse ol Depo

Proveran. In solidarity, they
have produced an informative
booklcl 1o raise consclousncss
of the ssuc. In over BO coun-
irics around the world Depo
Provera s given as a conlra
ceplive to vulnerable women
Third World womcen, poor
women, black women, and dis
abled women

Disabled wonwen arce in the
ltarget group in order lo slop
pcriods and prevent pregnan
cics olten for po other reason
than for the conventence ol
institutions and carcgivers
This drug 1s ofien given with
oul the woman's conscnl nor
with information about the
harmful ¢ffects of the drug.

Much of what has been
wrilten above s depressing
and shocking. | make no
apologics for that. It is aboul
time that the mostly malc
planncrs, politiclans, donors
and NGOs of cvery size and
shapce be shocked and shaken
inlo some sense of realily so
that they be galvanized into
action to ensure that disabled
persons, particularly women.
arc nol discriminated against
and that thcy have access 1o
the same opportunitics as non-
disabled pcrsons and that
when they demand the same
rights as you and | they are not
denied,

[Julian' Francis is Cuso’s
Mrector for South Asia based
in Dhaka. lle has a special in-
terext in the problems of dis-
abled persons and campaigns
vigorously with them.) -
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Water Debate Strains Zimbabwe
Political Unity

INCE Zimbabwe became
independent in 1980,
things have rarely gone
well for its second largest city,
Bulawayo. Home to about
880,000 people. it has seen
more than its share of civil
strife since majority rule. Now
it faces the combined prospect
of serous water shortages and
renewed local discontent with
the national government.
Bulawayo's post-indepen-
dence troubles began iIn
November 1980, only six
months after the end of a 14-
year war against the former

white minority government.
That month. a mini-war broke
out in a suburb between former
combatants of rival indepen-
dence movements,

Three months later,
Bulawayo witnessed a second.
more devastating battle be-
iween former [reedom fight-
ers. The fighting threatened to
spread nationwide and was
ruthlessly checked mainly by
former Rhodesian soldiers.

After a year's calm. In
February 1982 the government
discovered huge arms caches
on properties owned by the
opposition Zimbabwe Alrican
People’'s Unton (ZAPU)] in and
around Bulawayo. Thus began
five years of turmoil and siag
nation for the city. then ruled
by ZAPU councillors.

Investment stopped. prop-
erty prices stagnated, and the
municipal council was not
granted its fair share of central
government funds to tmprove
its water supply system and
other facilities.

In December 1987 a unity
accord was signed between
ZAPU and the governing
Zimbabwe African National
U'nion Patriotic Front [ZANU.-
PR

Dissident activities ended
six months later. Bulawayo's
eight years of ordeal and isola-
tion seemed at an end.

Millions of dollars in in
vestment poured in. New [ac-
torfes. grain silos, a textile
mill. and a hotel school were
built. and plans finalised for a
sccond national university. In

Zimbabwe
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three years, property prices
almost quintupled .

Today. however. this boom
is likely to be t to an
abrupt halt. The city has be-
come so short of water that by
mid-December it had only 19
weeks' supply left. Sadly, poli-
tics is once again depriving
Bulawayo people of one of life's
necessities,

Like all colonial institutions.,

F

When Zimbabwe's tweo

main political parties

signed a unity accord in

1987, hopes were high that

long-standing animosity
between the nation’s fwo

main regions would end.

But today, reports Gemini

News Service, the main

city in Matabeleland re-

gion, Bulawayo, faces se-

rious water shortage —
and the national govern-

ment’s failure to support o
major pipeline project is
fuelling renewed political
discontent in the region.

Bulawayo's water supply system
was sct up fora small popula-
tion of white settlers and a
small black population that was
officially regarded as migra-
tory.

Healising the growing popu-
lation would strain the city wa-
ler supply. the post-indepen
denee council sought funding
[rom the national government
1o bulld a pipeline from uupt.lty
dams 47 kilometres to 1
north.

In 1982, the project would
have cost only Z89 million. but
relations between ZAPU and
ZANU-PF were at their lowcest
ebb at the time, and the coun-
cil did not get the go-ahead.

Only seven years later did
the national government ap-
prove the project. and it took
another 1wo ycars to award a
tender. By then. the cost of the

ployment in the wonderful
ULIAN Francis of the
l CUSO, who has been
working 1in the
Subcontinent for nearly 25
years now, has been totally
fmmersed in the work of de-
velopment in Bangladesh for a
number of years. Discussing
the target of foreign aid he
said, "1 think | would like a
much more open debate as far
as Bangladesh is concerned
because it is very easy for the
donors to say that the main
reason for is the over-
population and | believe there
could be lot of research done

on that.”
“The reason ,” he added “is

the unequal distribution of re-
sources of population. | have a

"Bangladesh is no 'Baske

big problem in acccpting the
b and white, cut and dried
analyees of many of the foreign
donors.”

How best does he think that
Bangladesh can be developed?
Mr. Francis replied ."Just as
the disabled in the country
have not been speaking out .l
find many occasions aid pro-
grammes are implemented
without talking to the local
renplc. | am not saying that
oreign aid is not required .
There are many countries that

require foreign assistance but |
don't sce Bangladeshis have as

B A s -
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much opportunity to have an
input into a lot of development
projects.”

"I find it said. " he contin-
ued ," that when foreign aid
g:ckagu come through .and

cause they are package
deals. there are positions that
could be perfectly done by
qualified Bangladeshis because
it is money coming from a dif-
ferent country. In some cases
foreign experts are needed but
not necessarily all the time. |
often find. especially in the ru-
ral areas .that locally qualified
experts could do the same

Speaking in the same vein
he continued.” There is a

“world wide worry over ecology

and the world has been ruined
by the greedy west. If we talk
to the people of Chittagong
Hill Tracts and Cox's Bazaar ,
we know that t know a lot
about trees than what foreign
experts do. This is where we
are making mistakes because
we feel that people are unedu-
cated villagers they are igno-
rant and {illiterate. Without
formal education you have the
knowledge over the genera-
tions. This 1s why development
in places like Bangladesh is go-
ing wrong . We have thrown
traditional and local wisdom
out of the window, and re-
placed them with what we
have learnt in the class-room
knowledge. There i3 a small
group realising this and we are
back to the basics and this can

only be good.”

In his development work
Mr. Francis has had "inspir-
ations from other NGOs, gover-
nment officials. journalist ,
people working in the Dhaka
University and from of
all wall::yuf life. Pﬂh;"}:al-
ways been interested in devel-
opment problems. and enquire
what 1 am contributing as a
foreigner. ‘Are we gaining

by Fayza Haq

more or are you gaining more
from this work?' they quiz me
frankly. 1 think probably I've
been outspoken in criticising
the number of foreigners who
‘assist’ development works in
Bangladesh.

Dwelling on the image of
Bangladesh abroad. Mr. Francis
commented.”| think that the
west has a distorted picture of
Bangladesh __ possibly going
back to the famous Henry
Kissinger ‘basket case' analysis.
the eastern media . particu-
larly the media in North
America writes about Bangl-
adesh only when there is a
disastér . In Europe and par-
ticularly in Britain. there is
more awarencss of Bangladesh
because of the historical con-
nections, and also because of
the large community of
Bangladeshis who live and
work in England. Whenever |
have been giving Interviews in
Canada, where the CUSO head
office is situated. I've been
stressing on the positive side
of Bangladeshis, their re-
sllt?nﬂﬂ and warmth. There is
a [feeling that some way t
have been suppressed . 4 ney

He added "] feel such sad-
ness that there is so much of
potential in the land and the
people and somehow the
country has not risen up.
Perhaps this is connected with
foreign pressures . I'm not
pessimistic at all about the fu-
ture of Bangladesh.*

What are the problems that
he faces while at work iIn
Bangladesh? "1 don't face prob-
lems of any great consequence.
There were frustrations in
1990 because of all the politi-
cal unrest. But there has never
been a situation that we were
unable to work due to lack of
cooperation from the govern:
ment,” he replied.

Mr. Francis contin-

ued."Nearly all the time I'm Julian Francis

impressed with the calibre of
the officers that we have had
to deal with and that is partic-
ularly true with the people of
the Ministry of Social Welflarc
in connection with the dis-
abled.”

He added.” | don't find any
problem in living or working
in Bangladesh except the diffi-
culties everybody faces whin it
is hard to move around. In the
last twenty-four years in the
Subcontinent | have never had
to consult a doctor for any
stomach problems. [ have a
minor stomach problem, | go
on to rice, 'tok dof’. ime juice
and banana. If it is bad | take
O.R.S. but | take no medicines
like antibiotics. I've never had
malaria either, and I've never
needed antimalarials. | am un-
comfortable sometimes in the
evening. if I don't have my
socks on. On one occasfon of

t Cése'"

| added,” so that they

having 'kebab’paratha * in
Dhaka did have a wearisome
night. I confess. "

It is the younger people
."Mr. Francis pointed out to
me ." who become active in

solving the problems of the
disabled their academic edu-

cation helps them. Many peo-
ple don’t understand enough
about disabled people although
they are fit to do some work or
another”,

Dwelling on CUSO's work
the development expert said,
"CUSO docs not only large de:
velopment type of work but a
lot of networking within Asia.
At the moment they are con-
cerned with sustainable devel-
opment . We arec looking at
work like agriculture. We tried
to link this project with
Indonesia. In Bangladesh and
India we are concerned with
organising development type
work."”

He continued ,"When you
analyse the situation you find
the landless, and the tribals
are the most resilient, particu-
larly the women of all cate-
gorics. According to WHO .one
in ten people in the world s
disabled in one way or another.
In the SAARC region- there
should be a stronger joint
vofce to join one platform to
make the public aware of the
abilities of the disabled people
_. that they have the same
rights as the abled most par-
ticularly as regards education .
work and the right to vote.
The majority of the organisa-
tions that have worked with

the disabled in many countries

arc organisations that are very
caring.”

" We wanl to empower
them as as we want to em-
power the landless.” he
become
more equal, This is not a situa-
tion limited to Bangladesh
alone but is a world wide phe-
nomenon. ™

Usually people from the
west do not want to venture
the the east unless on diplo-
maltic assignments, for trade
purpose, or for jobs with high
salaries,

What brings Julian
Francis to the Subcontinent?
He came as a volunteer to
Bihar in '66-'67. He was there
three years working for a
Gandhian "ashram™The reason
I came out was because | was
getting frustrated with the
work | was doing at the
‘Nottingham University where |
was doing specialised experi-
ments , the main purpose for
which seemed to me was for
people to do Ph.Ds. The prac-
tical relevance to the devel-
opment area of that work is
put aside. | contacted Oxfam
with which | had a link in fund
raising capacity and came o
India. -

Mr. Francis added "My
mother always had a strong
JAnfluence and was constantly
thinking of people not so well
off as the families in the west.
As a geographer, she tended to
have a more international out-
look. On her side of the family,
a number of people have
worked and lived in the
Subcontinent for over the last

150 years.”

Educated in London and
then at Nottingham, Mr
Francis is inspired to write on
problems connected with dis-
ability. He has had a lot of his
articles translated into Bangla.
Incidentally, he writes for
“The Daily Star”™ too. In his
personal time he writes poetry
.and often writes to his friend
in verse. "But | don’ t consider

selfl a poet,” he said In a
selfl-effacing manner. Mr.
Francis has numerous eye-
operations and claims he has
hearing impediment in one ear
. but you would never guess it
if you met him. He appears
unusually confident . decisive
and assertive. He s scheduled
to leave for a new post in
Jakarta shortly.

cost them support. lead
Matabe leland —-:-‘
cluding Vice Joshua

Nkomo and Home Alffairs
Deputy Minister Dumiso

ngwa — have set up a
committee to examine the

question.

In July. consultants hired by
the commitiee concluded that
a pipeline carrying water to
Bulawayo from the Zambezt
River could be built within a
year at a cost of either Z8$150
milllon or Z$900 million.

The cheaper option would
be a 50-megalitre pipeline
supplyt ‘
s i Syprengen. el e 4
ternative would be a larger
350-megalitre pipeline supply-
ing the city and other parts of

has since been re-
vised to Z81.3 billlon because
of the weakening Zimbabwe
dollar.

The proposal was sent to
Harare., but the government
again balked, it could
not afford mh.:rw

Studies have cone that
building the larger pipeline
could crealte abeut 210,000
jobs. provide a livelithood for
more than a milllon depen-
danis and ln{::t Z8400 million
a year into the local economy.
Encouraged by these predic-
tions. Dabgngwa and Matab-
eleland North Governor Jevan
Mascko have joined local

.:, ..:‘. 3 4 f:' §
NI, ol
P ﬁ:.r.-*—.l-..h.l”. r.l.ul.p. M.

i

| businessnmen in selling up a
trust lund to raise money for
the project.

The response has been
overwhelming. Companies
from ag far away as Harare have
made pledges, some reaching
Z8] million — and the fund has
brought in almost $6 million
so far.

Senior politiclans, aware
that their conspicuous non-
participation could cost them
support, are now to el-
bow their way in on the pro-

ct, accus Dabe and
j:ludeku n::;l'“lla to ﬁ po-
litical capital out of it.

Political Affairs Minister
Didymus Mutasa and his
deputy, Welshman Mabhena,
who' 1s from Matabeleland,
have accused the committee of
jumping the gun, sayi
Bulawayo's water supply ll':I:E
be a government responsibility.

\
Bickering over the
is likely to cost peop{:mm

Joshua Nkomo, Joseph Msika.
Mabhena and other politicians
from the region popular sup-

port.

Analysts predict a show-
down if the governmentl trics
to stop the project, which
backers want started in July.
Dabengwa and Maseko
be thrown out of the ruling

Moyo has even warned that the
government attitude could fuel
a secessionist movement. Any
politician worth his salt, he
says, should be assoctated with
the p

Matabeleland politicians
who complain they have been
left outl recognise the impor-
tance of being associated with
it. But they seem to find it too
difficult to swallow their pride
and join Dabengwa and
Maseko. — Gemini News

[Charles Rukuni edits a
newsletter in Pulawayo. He was
previously Harare editor of
Moto, a Zimbabwean 3
and deputy news editor of

Bulawayo Chronicle.)




