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Highway Gang Robbery

It happened in the small hours of last
Thursday. In the rather short span of one and a
half hours some fifty buses or night coaches and
loaded trucks were cleaned out ol all valuables by
a small horde of tw;]‘hm thugs bm;dmgﬂm :ll;c
Dhaka-Chittagong way al a point r
Thana of Nara ; Tfrc looters graced their
act by a softening up prelude of a very generous
ﬁnerl.l beat-up of passengers and vehicle crew.

at evoked some very shrilly vocalisations of
pain and sulfering that sundered the dawning
winter night. Alas, not one soul from the clusters
of populated villages around responded. As
it started lettlr%ehght at five, the looters, who
could very well people from nearby villages,
left the place with their booty.

Where such an occurrence can take place
without the least ch e from anywhere — we
refuse to call that place civilised. at is that

? Bandar, the already infamous criminal-in-
ested place ? No., the place is Bangladesh. For
this, exactly this and even worse, can take place
anywhere in Bangladesh — and they do take place
every now and then, everywhere. How can one, in
+ such a situation, call the country liveable ?

: We have , almost religiously, maintained
. that, s in the states of the oriental mores
. and traditions, of ideas of political and
. soclal bilities — no social can lend
. exclustvely to state measures for its cure. The so-
- clal element, ignored here so much, is daily
i and stressed upon in these columns.
. And we believe, without being contrary to the
- current trend of 'statifying' education — the
. society has indeed the bigger part in educating
- the nation. And the society — that is the non-

government part of our social polity, is
. continually wa in the mires of uneducated,
- unth backwardness deep down an abysmal
hole m because society at large has come to

- divert it of all responsibilities relating to educa-
- tion and, its fountainhead — culture.

In the incidents of the kind that happened at
Bandar on Thursday moming, we, however,
. are constrai to see the problem from a con-

trary point. If these flagrant violations of law and

- order cannot be prevented and the society be
made a hundred per cent secure against such or-
crime — then

ganised, pre-planned acts of gang
why shnu‘l’d tﬁtrc be an administration for ? Why

should we blame police, who should, as a matter
of routine, have mounted patrol round making it
ssible to thwart the Bandar rampage?
y should we blame the absence of armed po-
lice or Ansar guards on all of these vehicles for
th:;nfgult of their absence does not lie with them
at

It is a measure of our — meaning us all — total
loss of claim to the sense of both civility and
civilisation that we do, even after this incident.
not cry hoarse against such occurrence. The
Home Minister, possibly to be decent, has
responded bﬂr not taking any responsibility in the
matter or all such matters or even a note of it,
matching our overall lack of the burden called
civilisation. Let us demand of the government
that highway robbery be made subject to capital
punishment. The villages around proved to be
offering sanctuary must also be held responsible.

Or we shall be back to the days of the Pindapi
Thuggies’ with no Schliemann to heal the roads.

Solving Water-logging of
Beel Dakatia

Different regions of the country have their own
peculiar Frﬂh ems. Khulna's share in this regard
is water- ing, siltation and sanitation — each
one of which has the potential to leave the region
and even the entire country maimed and the
combined impact of them can only be imagined.
No surprise that Beel Dakatia, where the water-
logging problem is so acute, has made screaming
newspaper headlines from time to time.
Perpetual hostility of nature is bound to rob peo-
ple many of their human qualities and
virtues, And no wonder, that Beel Dakatia has
nftfln been a scene of bloody human hostilities as
well,

That bloody saga of intense rivalry of interests
between small farmers and jotedars engaged in
shrimp cultivation appears to be coming to an
end with the implementation of the proposed
two-and-a-half-crore-taka project. Minister for
Agriculture and Irrigation, Water Development
and Flood Contro! M Majed-ul Haq recently dis-
closed the government plan after visiting several
water-logging spots of Beel Dakatia. The minister
did not elaborate how the problem would be
solved but we understand that the project will be
similar to the 1068-mile-long embankment con-
structed in and around 39 polders between 1961
and 1974. That project has reportedly saved
4.00.000 hectares of land from saline water in
the region.

The water-logging problem in Beel Dakatia

started only 10 f'ears ago but it has wrought, by
this time, a colossal loss. Hundreds and even
thousands of families have been affected by the

stagnated water. Many of them have simply been
displaced, thanks to the combined cruel effect of
natural and man-made crises. Although a problem
of o 10 years' duration, its solution was, how-
ever, long overdue. In a land-scarce country like
ours, we can only ill-afford to leave such a vast
tract of land under stagnated water. The shrim
culture has filled the coffers of influential an
moneyed men with ill-gotten profits at the cost of
small farmers’ miseries. More, according to,
some experts, the shrimp cultivation in the
Sundarbans area in particular is doing immense
harm to the mangroves as well as the
environment at large.

As for the proposed project, we again feel that
we have reasons to sound an equally cautious
note. The construction of an embankment of
such great length involves a considerable amount
of physical change in the geography. This is a se-
rious matter and needs to be thoroughly studied
before conclusively makmF the option for or
against the plan or for any alteration. Farakka has
been res ble for changing the physical struc-
ture of the country to a great extent and. by ex-
tension. much of the present sufferings here. A
dam or embankment also has its plus and minus
points and where the ﬁlﬁlllvt side has the over-
riding compulsion, we know our choice.

Jnrl-ll im

HE Members of our
Parllament may differ
" on many issues of nati-
rtance. But they
disp remarkable unity in
the Jatiya (National
Assembly) on question of
enhancement of their own
remuneration and other fina-
ncial benefits. They quickly
sank all their political differ

ences and s foursquare in
demanding higher remun-
eration and other perks and
privileges than had been
proposed by the government.
One MP reportedly demanded
that their remuneration must
be more than the salary of the
highest paid government
servant even if the increase be
by one Taka and he was
applauded by members of both
the Treasury Bench and the
Opposition. Such an increase
was considered a matter of
prestige and soctal status for
an MP. After all an MP is an
clected representative of the
people. Our people may be
poor, ill-clad. starving but that
does not mean that their
democratically elected repre-
sentatives in the parllament

should be less paid than a gov
ernment servant. A member of
parliament must get pension

which he or she never got be-
fore in this country. During the
last autocratic regime, an MP
was allowed to import a car or
jeep free of customs duty etc.
Now under a democratic gov-
ernment why our members ol
parliament should be deprived
of this privilege? Surprisingly
there was not a single dissent-
ing voice in the Jattya Sangsad
on this question. Not a single
person stood up and said. "No.
these demands are not fair.
Our poor country can't afford
these."

So be it as it may. The Bill
for Remuneration of Members
of Parliament has been unani-
mously passed by the Jatiya
Sangsad. As reported in the
press, an MP will now get a
remuneration of Tk, 6000/=
and sumptuary allowance Tk.
1.000/= per month — a 100
per cent increase over previ-
ous rate — with effect from Ist
July 1991, besides Tk.
1.500/= as oflice expenses.
Tk. 48,000/= as telephone al-
lowance, Tk. 30,000/= as
travelling allowance and Tk,
75.000/= as discretionary al-
lowance a year. An MP will also
now get pension of Tk.
1,000/= per month. A car or a
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un all forms of ostentation in our national life. And the example must needs be set by the

jeep can also be imported free
of customs duty etc. These fa-

cilities and privileges will be
equally enjoyed by the Prime
Minister. the aker. the
Ministers, the Leader of the

position. the Deputy Leader
of the House Ministers of
State, ty Minsters, Deputy
Leader of the Opposition,
Deputy Speaker and Whips
by virtue of being members of
parllament in addition to other
privileges and perks atiached
to their respective offices. The
enhanced remuneration and
various other allowances of
members of parliament will
alone cost the government ex-

chequer in the region of Taka

eighty million a year. Import of
cars/jeeps by the members of

parltament will entatl an
enormous loss to the govern-
ment in revenue earning by
way of exempiion of customs
duty, development surcharge.
sales tax etc.

Ostentation

The mment has sought
to justily the enhanced remu-
neration and other additional
allowances and privileges of
the members of parliament
ostensibly on the ground of
added responsibilities of the
members as people’'s repre-
sentatives in a ¢ demo-
cratic polity and soaring prices
of essential commodities, The
rationale seems to be odious as
it tends to imply that a mem-
ber of parliament is possibly
dependent on the state like
government servants., for his
or her livelihood. A m-
ment servant regardiess of
rank and status is duty bound
to serve the state and pursue
no other profession or busi-
ness while in service and the
salary and allowances paid by
the government are the only

means of his or her lvelihood.
A member of parllament on

the other hand serves the
cause of the people of a con-
stituency that he or she repre-
sents and is free to pursue his
or.her own prolession or busi-
ness unhindered. It would be
wrong and disparaging even to
suggest that an MP depends on
the remuneration and other

rivilkeges for his or her liveli-
wod which is affected by price
hike. Being an MP is a great
honour In any democratic
country: and high remunera-
tion and increased financial
benefits is not the measure of
honeur and dignity bestowed
on an MP.

Remuneration and other
riv and perks enjoyed
By m has hardly -nymng
to do with either his or her re-
sponsibilities as an clected
representative of the of
a constituency or with higher
prices ol consumer goods. To
pay remuneration etc to an MP
is merely symbolic. This again
has to be in keeping with our
resources and the general
standard of Iiving of the com-
mon run of the people. Let us
not forget that ours is the
st country in the world.
than eighty five per cent

of our people live below
poverty line. Our per capita in-
come is one of the lowest
among SAARC countries. Let us
not go o Singapore and te
what an MP gets over there.
Singapore is a highly devel-
oped country and a model for
all developing countries In
terms of economic develop-
ment and social welfare but
not as a democracy. The peo-
le of Singapore e a very
igh standard of living and
therefore it ia not surprising
that their elected representa-
tives should also have been
enjoying Increased [inancial
benefits and privileges befit-
ting their national economy. It
will be worthwhile for us emu-
la India. our neighbour and
the largest democracy in the
world with much higher GNP
and per capita income than
ours. What do the members of

parifament in India enjoy as
remuneration and other prrivi

leges? Can they purchase
cars/jeeps produced in then
own country Ireec of duty ete?
what are the Indian President,
the Vice President, the Prime
Minister and other ministers
of India entitled to in terms ol
salary. allowances. pension,
privileges, pecrks ctc? We
should not and must not even
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Loss in Global Politics
Radical changes in the global political landscape are causing deep

concern in Turkey, whose front-line state status gave it strategic
value during the Cold War. Thalif Deen of IPS reports from Ankara.

ITH the collapse of

the Soviet Union and

the communist emp-
ire. Turkey faces the prospect
of losing its geo-strategic
importance in global politics.

A member of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(NATO). Turkey was one of the
heavily armed ‘front-line’
states sharing a border with
the former Soviet Union and
assigned to help defend the
Western world against Soviet
encroachment.

But with the former super-
power reduced to a military
non-entity, there is no longer a
credible enemy to justify the
continued flow of sophisticated
weapons from the United
States and Western Europe to
Ankara

Perhaps the biggest single
fear in Turkey. according to
political analysts here, is that
the country may lose its
position as the world's third
largest recipient of US military
aid.

Seyfi Tasan, president of
Turkey's Foreign Policy
Institute, said recently that his
country’'s geographic location
has always carried with it
certain responsibilities for
maintaining peace and stability
in the region.

But the radical changes in
the global political landscape
are expected to have a signifi-
cant impact on Turkey in the
1990's.

As the mass circulation
dafly. Hurrfyet, said, the break-
up of the Soviet Union is
‘causing grave concern at the
Turkish Foreign Ministry".

The pro-lslamic datily,
Zaman, argucs on the other
hand that the creation of a
Slavic union comprising
Russia, the Ukraine and
Belarus has left the former
Soviet Muslim republics with
no alternative but to join hands
with Turkey. There are about
42 million ethnic Turks living
in Azerbaijan and Central Asia.

Besides {ts long-standing
dispute with Greece over
Cyprus, Turkey also faces
rencwed threats from other
SOV TCes.

Recently, Kurdish sepa-
ratists escalated their violence
when they fire-bombed a
decpartment store in the heart
of Istanbul, killing 11 persons.
The government pointed a
finger at the outlawed Marxist
Kurdish Labour Party which
has been fighting since 1984
for an independent Kurdish
state in the south-east.

In a television interview in
Ankara. Prime Minister
Suleyman Demirel charged
that Kurdish guerillas were
being provided sanctuary by
the neighbouring countries of
Iran, Iraq and Syria. More than
20 per cent of Turkey's 60
milion people are of Kurdish
origin.

In a hard-hitting statement
after the bombing in Istanbul.
Defence Minister Nevzal Ayaz
said: "Turkey can never sur-
render to anybody. Terror will
be prevented.”

The renewed terrorist
attacks and the Kurdish insur-
gency come al a Ume when the
Demirel government is watch-

ing with dismay the possible
rise of Islamic fundamentalism
in Turkey.

But since the fundamental-
ist Welfare Party and its two
allies received only about 16.7
per cent of the votes at last
Oclober’'s elections, political
analysts argue that the threat
from Islamic fundamentalism
may only be a reality be the
mid-or late 1990's.

Turkey's political problems
have been compounded by
growing new economic con-
cerns — the rate of inflation is
an unprecedented 70 per
cent. with economic growth
averaging about five per cent

The .Eull' crisis had the
most devastating impact on
the economy. Joining the US-

led coalition ainst Iragq.
Turkey shut off the Iraqgi oil
pipeline thereby losing about

one million dollars a day in

royalties.

Although Ankara was
compensated with additional
inflows of foreign capital. the
World Bank has said that the
impact of the Gulf crisis
spilled over into domestic out-
put. contributing to a decline
in gross national product
(GNP).

Meanwhile, US military aid
to Turkey is expected to
decline in the 1990's. Last

year. Washington reduced its

security assistance from
US$545 million to US$497
million. The main reason was
the reduction of East-West
tensions and the disintegration
of the Soviet Union.

Flight Information
Desk

Sir, Pcrsons who do neot
understand the meaning of
"Scrvice” should never be al-
lowed to sit in the counter for
Flight Information in the
Airport.

| had a bitter expericnee on
Fecbruary 22. | rang up, asked
for Flight Infor-mation. | was
told that the Night of Dragon
Air from Illong Kong was
delayed and expeeted around
8:35 pm. | checked up with
Dragon Air City Office and |
was lold that they had no such
information. However, the lady
was kind to tcll me that she
would check up and let me

| know. Around 5:40 pm | got a

ring from Dragon Air saying
that the Might would come at
18:35. This was service. | had
to rush to the Airport. The

passcnger whom | was
expecling had already come
oul by the time | entered the
visitors' lounge. Thank God,
the Dragon Air authoritics had
informed me the correct time
ol arrival.

Persons who are nol
cquipped with relevant
information or do not know
how to rcad the time after
deducting 6 hours from GMT
should never hold the charge
of F I Desk. 1 presume, the
gentleman confused between
1835 hours and 2035 hours.

Fatzul Quadir
Dhaka-1207

Roadside shops

Sir, A section of traders
builds shops beside the roads
in a manner which tells upon
normal traffic. On the other
hand. another group builders
or plot owners, keep cons-
truction materials like bricks,
sand, rods, et. In front of
peoples houses. This causes
immense troubles both to the
pedestrians and the private
residents and all this perhaps
is occurring more in Mirpur
than any other area in the city,

Though they have several
times been requested to stop
these activities, but they only

pay little heed. I, therefore,
appeal o the relevant authority
S Rahman

Mirpur, Dhaka.

4

BOPINION - 4 #:1e oy e s

Shahjahanpur Road : A Case Study

claim as much they enjoy be-
causc Bangladesh is certainly a
mn:;:h poorer country than
I .

During long nine years of
corrupt and autocratic rule.
our national wealth has been
plundered and looted and
economy reduced to shambies.
There 18 no production in
mills and factortes. We have 1o
depend on large food imports
to feed our people. We are al-
most 100 cent
on foreign aid to fund our vart-
ous development projects.
There is mounting unemploy -
ment in the country -
larly among the ucated
youth. Funds are urgently
needed to develop our com-
munication networks, to com-
bat population boom and fllit-
eracy. to improve housing.
health and sanitation. to boost
agricultural production. to bal
ance and modernise our sick
industries and for a host of
other vital sectors. The im-
perative need is to set our pri-
orities and tighten our belts.
We must tise austerity and
shun all forms of ostentation in
our national life. And the ex-
ample must needs be set by
the government. There must
be austerity in the true sense
of the term. Let there be no
publicity stunt in the name of
austerity. | remember Lt Gen
Ershad riding a bicycle once in
the full glare of TV cameras
and news reporters as he pro-
fessed 1o launch a so-called
austerity drive soon on seizing
power in 1982, But he quickly
got down from the bicycle and
sat in his luxury car as soon as
the TV cameras and news re-
porters got out of range and he
was nol be seen on a bicycle

again.
Some Suggestions
Here as an ordinary and
conscientious citizen of the
country, | am putting forward
sSOme su tions to mount an
austerity drive in the country: —
a) The President. Ministers,

Ministers of State. Deputy
Ministers, the Speaker and
Deputy Speaker. the Leader of

the Opposition. the Deputy
Leader of the House. the
Depuly Leader of the Oppo

sition. the Whips and all
members of parliament should
voluntarily announce a sell-tm-
m«d cut in their salary. al
nces, privileges and perks

for the whole tenure of their
office. The Prime Minister has
already set a personal example
by not recetving any salary cte.
b) A moratorium for 2 [two)
years on decoration, beautfi-
cation, . renovation, ex-
tension etc of all official resi-
dences and offices of the
Prime Minister, Ministers.

Ministers of State, Deputy
Ministers. the Speaker and

Deputy Speaker. the Leader of
the Opposition and other polit-
ical leaders so entitled at the
public expense.

c¢) No expenditure whatso-
ever at governmen! expense
on decoration., beautification
renovation, repair, extension
etc of a private house of the
Prime Minister, Ministers,
Ministers of State. Deputy
Ministers. the Speaker and
Deputy Speaker. the Leader of
the Opposition and other polit
ical leaders entitled to gov
ernment accommaodation when
suitable government houses
exist or can be hired for them

d) A freeze on Import of
cars/jeeps [ree of customs duty
etc by MPs for 5 (five) years.

e) Ceremontial guards and
other protocol at the air port
must be cut down and re
stricted to the President only

f) Foreign trips by the
Prime Minister, Ministers and
E:ernmnt officials must be

and delegation kept small

g There shall be no gov
emment car above | 300 cc. All
cars above 1300 cc save those
earmarked in Bangabhaban and
Foreign Ministry pool for
Foreign Heads of Staic/gove
mment and other dignitaries
ol equivalent status be phased
out and auctioned.

h) Staffl buses ol
Ministries /Mvisions /Corporat|
ons/ Autlonomous bodies be
auctioned and their use dis
continued.

i) Use of government trans-
port for travelling from resi
dence to office and back and

for private purpose on monthly
payment of a fixed amoumt be
restricted to only the

Sevrelares o the governimeni
and other offictals of equivalon
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rank -L-m;. in a peoor
connkry ours. our
meni officials must m
travel from their residence 1o
office and back n privaie
car Mhas [aunworthkshaw /cycle
rickshaw etc at their own cost

§I All Mimistries /Divisions
be allowed W retain cars at the
scale of one car per 4 ffour) of-
ficers of the rank and status of
Deputy Secretary and above
excluding Secretary for offictal
duties only. A separale com-
mitiee may be formed 1o work
oulf minimum ecssential re-
quirements of various Mini-
siries /Divissons ete

k) All cars withdrawn from
unauthorised officials and
found surplus to the require-
ments of Ministries/ Divisions
be auctioned.

I} Al eofficials from
Additional Secretaries down to

Assistant Secretaries and
members of staff of all
Mintstries/ [ Mvisions/

letbrufhuum-
be paid conveyance al-
lowance at a shding scale. A

scparate committee may be set
up to recommend suitable
scale of conveyance for officials
and stafl

m) Except for escort and
security duties and essential
field trips. fewer jeeps be an-
the o various government
offices located at Dhaka and
other cities.

Twenty years ago Bangla-
desh emerged as a iIn-
dependent and sovereign
country through a mass upris-
ing leading to a war of
independence. Our people had
to a very high for our
independence. A thirty
milllon people — undoubtedly
the best of our manhood — laid
down their ves, thousands of
our young womenfolks suflered
dishonour and indignity at the
hands of the barbarous Ocen-
pations Army of Pakistan and
over ten milllon people
including the old and the in-
firm, women and children
were forced to flee the country
und take refuge in neighbour-

ing India
We have a difficult task

ahead Our leaders fatled us in
the past. We have alreandy lust a
good deal — many a patriot and
much precious time — in the
struggle for power The going
in front is all uphtll Let us
eschew our dilferenees and
sucrifice some of our comloris
and luxury and privileges to-
day in order 1o consolidate our
hard earned independence for
our posterity 1o build on fur-
ther o-morrow

Traflic congestions with
identical features at differem

nts in the city have come o

classified as a major prob-
lem. It should be noted with
alarm that some people with a
stick in their hand regulate
the traffic with a view (o clear-
ing the congestions. They col-
lect tolls from mainly the pri-
vale car owners after providing
them a quick passage. Al this
stage, with a stick in their
hand they kick the cars if
money is not given to them. As
already mentioned in many an
carlier write-up on this sub-
ject. the traflic constables on
duty, after initial un-successful
efforts to clear the congestions
lcave the place to be taken
control of by the people with
the stick.

The next stage. unless the
problems are promptly re-
solved. shall necessarily be vio-
lent because, with the disap-
pearance of the law enforcing
bodies from the scene. the so-
called income generating as-
pect of the congestion prob-
lem. has already started at-
iracting the hoodlums on the
streets. This has all potentiali-
ties to grow into a serious
criminal problem developing
side by side with the traffic
congestion.

In the present write-up,
this writer wishes to focus the
attention to the case of
Shahjahanpur Road as a case
study where immediate re-
medial measures should be ap-
plied. and followed in other
similar cases.

Shahjahanpur Road starts
from the easl of Rajarbagh and
ends up at Khilgaon Rail
Crossing having sodium lights.
road dividers etc. This con-
nects the city with the vast ar-
cas like Khilgaon. Taltala.
Goran, Mather Tek, Bashabo,
Manda and other adjoining ar-
cas conveniently reached from
the newly constructed Biswa
Road. This road is wide enough
to take the required trafTic
load.

Congestions occurring on
this road can simply be termed
as horrible. When trains pass,
the rail gate i{s closed at the
end of this road on the casi_ In
the resultant halt in the traffic
movement, congestions de-
velop in a twinkle of an eye oc-
cupying almost hall ol the
Shahjahanpur Road. In the
process, all the feeder lanes on
the north linking up with
Shaheed Bagh. North
Shahjahanpur. Khilgaon
Bagicha etc. are also blocked.
This continues al times. ex
ceeding an hour. In the con-
gustion. all kinds of vehicles
such as lorrtes. staff buscs, mi-
cro-buses, cars, pick-ups,
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rfempos. rickshaws. rickshaw
vans. push carts ete. with theu
dilferent sizes rematn awk:
wardly jam-packed providing
no space to the cstrians Lo
cross the road [rom one side
to another. This phenomenon
recurs in varyving dcgrees on
this rvad several times a day
There is no denying the fact
that as long as the trains shall
move on the tracts. the rail

crossing would have o be
closed and avoidance of the re-

sultant traflic congestion
wuottld continue to be impossi-
ble. It should. however, be

possible o settle the contribu
tory problems which are: i)
Side-walks along the Khilgaon
Rail Gate down to the
Municipal Primary School have
turned into an extension of the
market behind. During con-
gestions of the main mad, it
takes hell of a lot of time to
move on these side-walks. 1)
Along these side-walks., the
tempos. coming from the dt.
rection of Goran. have their
transit point to pick up pas-
scngers for their terminating
point at Gulistan. There are
always quite a_few available
tempos there with small help-
ing boys hunting lor passen-
gers and at times compelting
or quarrelling with other
tempo boys. {if) A few steps
ahead. rickshaw vans can be
scen on the road off-loading
merehandise for the market. A
few steps still farther. empiy
rickihaws are available for
Gulistan and other places.

On the opposite side ol the
road dividers, there is the
same scenario with rickshaws
and tempos returning from
Gulistan en route to Goran. In
the mornings day labourers
occupy the available space on
the road on the northern side.

Similarly numerons motor
workshops have encroached
upon the main road near the
Shahjahanpur graveyard leav
Iing narrow space [or the ve-
hicular movement.
Shahjahanpur Road is a very
important thoroughfare bhe-
causc 11 1s the only link road
for denscly populated arcas
mentioned above There is an
urgent need for a conple of al
lernate roads to connect the
above arcas with the city

In the present state of af
fairs, deployment of all the
tralfic constables with ex

tremely efficient police offi
cers, shall yleld little resulis
Growth of hoodlums with
aticks in their hands nnder 1he
circiunstances, shall conninne
to eonlront the already prob
lems ridden_ socicty. with an
additional viblent problem.

—

Cost-bencfit anadysts of Llown
planners is one thing while
Lhose moving pn the roads
have their own cost-benelit
considerations and for that
matter. the Maltbagh Rail
Crossing and the rail crossing
on the south of Kamalapur
Railway Station have failed to
share the tralfic load with
Shahjahanpur Road which is
casy, direct and short for the
areas linked with,

To some extent. the
Hashabo Rail Crossing. now
closed to the traffic. did senve
as an cflicient allernate route,
It is really puzzling to think
over as to why the Bashabo Rail
Crossing. with an over-bridge.
was at all provided for and the
good reasons for' which this
has now been sealed off. Yes,
the Kamalapur Railway Station
is ncarby which calls for fre-
quent closures of that rail
crossing. This necessitates
very clfective and efllicient
management of Bashabo Ratl
Crossing to pre-empt acci-
dents. [Jut onece a viable idca
still being reminded by the
existence of the overbridge,
should not have been so hastily
abandoned and sealed ofl.
'robable solutions are : ] A
long-term plan for erecting a
fly-over at Khilgaon Rail
Crossing to be funded after
feasibility study and other rele-
vant exercises by the World
Bank or other donor agencics
which is a time-consuming
process, This also runs the
risk of legal action in the pro-
cess ol land acqguisition re-
quircd [or the fly-over. #)
Resumption of Bashabo Rail
Crossing with elfective and ef-
fictent arrangements against
accidents, {i1) Another rail
crossing somcewhere  in
Khilgaon Bagicha/any other
convenient point so that the
present  traffic load on
Shahjahanpur Road s cvenly
distributed.

From the case study of
Shahjahanpur Road. we may
draw the following conclusions
which may be applicable with
some modiflications here and
there 1o other cases, o : §) No
use blaming the traffic police.
i) Reguirement of a couple of
alternate rontes, one of which

being the Bashabo Rail
Crossing. is mos| pressing and
urgent. ifl) Existing manage-

menlt of Shahjahanpur Road
with reference 10 the exten-
sfon of the market over the
side-walks. transit point for
tempos and parking lot for
rickshaws ¢t along the
Khilgaon Rail Gate and en-
croanchments near the grave
vired. Is extremaoly poOr v)
Hoodlnms with st ks should
be checked




