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Letter from Cox's Bazar

"Don't send us back to death'.

When Abdul Rashid was a student. his friend
Anwar was captured by the Myanmar military
and tortured. "They tore the hair ofl his arms
Rashid remembers,

tenced him to 20 years in prison. | never saw
“ The two friends had participated

in mnﬂﬂl‘l ill-fated pro:democracy move:

and chest,”

i

-lllhlm
Nearly fou

Basaar. Rashiwd, 22, Ilripul
Refu- ol
{and [
fare Com- F
mittee. The
effort was onc
of the first at-
tempts to co-
ordinate and
the

bling across
the border
and setthing
into chaotic
misery on the

tree-stripped
hills.

As we wan-
der through
the meander-
ing alleys of a
camp. Rashid
talks with fel-
low refugees.
all of whom
warm to his
smile and
quiet conver-
sation. With
no trace of
fear or difli-
dence, wom:
en talked to
him about
their prob-
lems with
breast-
feeding, about
rape stories.
about the lack
of privacy.
Children run
up and smile
at Rashid.
Men in
beards and
prayer caps
complain to

{
#
S

later, Rashid is now a refu-
gee. He fled hin homeland in the violent after-

math of the student demonstrations. In Cox's
establish the Ho-

by S Bari

"and sen

Partfition,”
“Although

him about
camp man-

agement.

“"Many of them know me because the com-
mittee has been working here for some time
"Most of the commitiee

now,” Rashid says.

members are students, or should | say
ing for a degree in mathe-
matics, but all that is behind me now, left back it

students. | was study

at home.”
Home. for Rashid,

which the

come o the vil
is, that we shou
Then still in high-school,

Red Cross Societies assure

is Mung Dow.
province of Arakan. Recalling the years during
ign against the Rohingya mi
nority escalated. Rashid says,
e and tell us we were Bengal-

g0 home where we belong.”
Rashid was puzzled

I beft.”
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Abdul Rashid : Once a student, now a refugee.

by the Myanmar soldicrs’ words.

“l talked to my grandparents and other vil-
lage clders, | lookgg up books. and found oul
that my own family had been in Arakan for at
least two hundred years. which was as far
back as | could get any information. But the
soldiers kept telling us we had all arrived aller
Rashid
everyone knows there was an Arakan
Muslim kingdom here once.”

Rashid theorizes that the ‘Burmese are now
trying to clear Arakan for military canton-

remembers bitterly.

and
out

ments,
drivin
the ngyus
in the pro
cess. Accord-
ing to him,
the stratcgy is
lo maintain
that the Ro
hingyas de
not really be-
long in Myan-
mar. Says the
student refu-
gee, "They
are trying to
uproot our
ethnic and
religious
identity.”
Tales
persecution
have followed
in the wake of
the refugee
influx, When
asked how
wmuch Is hear-
say and how
much he has
seen himself,
Rashid is
quick to an-
swer, "l have
personally
seen the army
arrive in a vil-
lage and de-
mand a ran-
som in order
to leave us
alone. They
ask cach [am-
ily for one bag
v of rice, 50
T kyats (Bur-
N mese curren:
% cy) and one
Fr young girl. At
o lcast, that was
the rate when

of

Being a largely illiterate population, and still
stunned under the itmpact of their experienc-
es. the Rohingya refugees are not an emotional
lot, nor do they reminisce. But Rashid admits
with tecars in his eyes,
is o Jeave one's home in fear? | have a

"How can | tell you what

brother. a mother ahd father, and | st do nt

in the

“They would

home.”

know I I will ever see them again.”
mornings. Rashid gazes across the Naafl river
o the other side. A hazy green riverbank beck-
ons. tantalising
he savs as we pull out of Teknaf. "but help us
talk sense into the Burmese. We want to go

Some

"Don’t send us back to death.”

allout help for Rohingyas

thirty-member delegation
of lhe International Federation
of the Red Cross Socielies,
Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies called on President
Abdur Rahman Biswas at

Bangabhaban in Dhaka. Sunday.
reports BSS

The team was led by
Chairman of the Bangladesh
Red Crescent Society Syed
Shahidul Huq Zamal. MP.

The members of the delega-
tion exchanged views with the
President and assured their
fullest support and cooperation
to the humanitarian task of
BRCS.

They
President

informed the
that they were

shocked to see the plight of
the Rohingya refugees and as-
sured allout assistance to help
the refugee.

During discussion, the RCS
representatives of the USA,
Canada, Sweden, Britain, The
Netherland, Austria. Switzer
land, Japan and Norway made
strong commitment in giving
more financial and material
support to BRCS in its
humanitarian projects and ac-
tivities including setting up of
more cyclone shelters in the
coastal belts of the country.

Welcoming the delegation,
President Biswas said the in-
ternational world was now
united to face the challenge of

=

Tk 2.21 cr bank money defalcation

Cases filed against
tannery MD, 4 others

CHITTAGONG. Mar
Chittagong office of .-'um
Corruption Bureau has arresied
and filed cases against Husan

Ali, Managing Director, Messrs
Ali Tannery Ltd of Chittagong

for alleged misappropriation of
over Taka two crore 21 lakh
from Sonali Bank. reports BSS.
The bureau also filed cases
against four officials of the
bank for their alleged involve

ment in misappropriating the

Punishment to
killers of Ctg
BCL leader

demanded

CHITTAGONG. Mar 1:
Chittagong city chapter of
Bangladesh Chhatra League to-
day demanded punishment to
the killers of student leader
Hasanul Karim Chowdhury
(Mantk), reports BSS,

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Press Club here,
chapter President Mafizur
Rahman said if their demand
was not met within 45 days

they would go for a greater
movement.

money.
The cases were [iled with
Double Mooring thana of

Chittagong under penal code
409/420/109 and under
Cormuption Resistance Law of
1947,

It was reported that Hasan
All in collusfon with the al
leged bank offictals had misup
propriated the said moncy by
showing fake and false LC
documents, by over invoieing.
and by lilting goods from the
bank godowns illegally.

VOA Bangla
Service chief

meets Huda

Igbal Ahmed, Chief of
Bangla Service of Voice of
Amcrica (VOA), Washington,
called on Information
Minister Nazmul Huda at his
sccretlariat office Sunday, re-
ports [3SS,

Thecy exchanged views on
various aspects of expansion of
arcas of co-operation between
the VOA and national mass

media of Bangladesh.

e —

humanitarian problem through
working together and by ex-
pressing common concern.
The President appreciated
the gesture shown by the dele-
gation in providing neccssary
assistance to Bangladeésh in
implementing different pro-
jects undertaken by the BRCS.
He also informed them of
the man-made problem of
Rohingya refugees and thanked
the international organisations

for coming forward to mitigate
the sufferings of the rclugees.
The President also lauded
the rolc played by the
International Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies in the
task of post cyclone rehabilita-

" ton in the coastal arecas that

hit last year.

He hoped that the coopera-
tion of the International Red
Cross Socleties with BRCS
would be enhanced so that
they could work together for
teeming millions.

Mohamed Asaduzzaman. MP
and Ataul Haq. Secretary to the
President were present in the
mecting. Red Cross represen-
tatives of China. Germany, Italy
and Finland were also present.

Monday |

Special Session

J.15am Opening announce-
ment

3.30am 5th World Cup Cri-
cket: Sri Lanka vs
South Alrica

Evening Session

2.00 Opening
announcement Al
Quran. Programme
sum

5.10 News in Bangla

5.25 Cartoon : The Great
Space Coasler

6.00 Ovinandan

7.05 Debate

B8.00 News In Bangla

8.30 Apnar Shasthya
Programme on health

9.00 Surer Bhuban: Songs
programme

10.00 News in English

10.30 Film: Rescue

11.30 Khabar/The News

11.40 Tuesday's programme
5

11.45 Closing

~Panchagarh district 1own

 British Air Chief
due tomorrow

British Air Chiel Sir Peter
llarding arrives in Dhaka on
March 3 for a three-day visit,

UND,

This will be the firsl cver
visit by a Dritish Air Marshall
to Dangladesh.

Peter llarding will bes ac-
co fcd by his wile Lady

I
On March 4. the Dritish

Chiefl of Air Stall will lay
wreaths at the Shikha Anirban
and revicw a rd of honour
by the fhn‘htﬂ:; Atr Foree.
Peter is scheduled o eall
on the President, the Prime
Minister and all three Chicls of
Stafl the same day (March 4).
The following day’'s pro-
gramme includes a mecting
with the Dclcnee Scerctary, ailr

trip to Jossore to visit
I3a h Air Foree Academy
and Dangladesh Afr Force Bame

Mattur Rahman.

Hindu Samaj'
Sangskar

Samity confce
March 5

A two-day naltonal confor-
ence, 92 of Bangladesh Jatlya
Hindu Samaj Sangskar Snmiiﬁ
will begin al Banglades
Shishu Academy, on March 5
al 10 am, a press release of the
Samity said, rcports 1SS,

Shetkh Rarzzak AN, Speaker
of the Jatiya Sangsad will be
the chiel guest on Lhe ocea
ston, Shib Sankar Chakrabarty,
President of the Samily will
preside.

JAGPA starts
Berubari
long-march
today

Jattya Ganotantrik Party
AGPA) will hold a rally today
(Monday) morning  al
prior
to staging a long-march 1o
voice the demand for the re
turn of “Berubari Enclave™ 1o
Banj sh, rcports BSS,

AGPA Chicl Shaliul Alam
Pradhan said though Berubar
originally belonging Lo
Bangladesh- had been handed
over to India, yet “Tin Bigha
corridor in exchange “has not
been handed over " 1o
Bangladesh.”

"Berubari” was handed over
to India following an agree-
ment reached between the
then Bangladesh
Mintster Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and indian
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
in 1974,

Confusion about Liberation War lamented

‘Proper evaluation can help nation

The 18th National llistory
confecrence began In Dhaka
Sunday with a call for wriling a
proper bistory in the Initcrest
of the nation and for the bene-
fit of the posterily, reports
11585,

Prol. Monlruzzaman Mia,
Viee Chanccllor of Dhaka
University, Inauguraling the
conlerence said, the study of
history is very valuable and
cssential for any nation for
knowledge of the past s
necded Lo solve the present
day problcmas.

lle said propcr guidclines
for solving national problcms
could be found only in the light
of the past.

lield at the avditorfum of
Dhaka Muscum, the Inaugural
scasion, chaired by Abul Kalam

Mohammad Zakaria, was also
addressed by [Prafcssor
Salauddia Ahmed and Dr
liabiba Khatoon, president and
gencral secretary respectively
of langladesh Itthas Partshad
and Profl Wakfl Ahmed, Pro-
Vice Chancellor of Dhaka
University.

Over hundred and filty de
cgates from different parts ol
the country arc attending the
two-day confcrence organised
by Dangladcsh Itthas MParishad.

The 24th annual gencral
mecting of Bangladesh [tthas

Parishad ts also being held st
multancously.
Mcssages [rom TD'rime

Minister BBegum Khaleda Zia
and State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Prof Jahanara Degum
were read out on the occasion.

identify its position in history’

Prel Moniruzzaman Mia
lnuded Lthe role of the Parishad
in enlightening the pcople of
their past heritage through
holding of mectings and scmi-
s,

tHic said the Liberation War
of 1971 had added a glorious
chapter to the country’'s his-
lory. While lamenting the con-
fluston ereated about the
Lfheration War only within two
decades, the Viee Chancolior
opincd Lthat historians must
evaluate the events In the
greater national interests. He
sald only through proper eval-
ualion the nation would be able
to tdentify its position in the
annuals of history.

Profl Wakil Ahmed, in his
weleome addrcesa, dwelt on the
formation of the Itihas

Parishad in 1966 and the con-
tributions made by late Prof
Abu Mohammad Habfbullah. He
laid stress on a neutral
history based on [acts and sup-

poried by independent analy-

sis.
Prol Salauddin Ahmed
caliled upon all be on guard

to distort

samec time
can stop the real o
comec oul. He. however, said
willful or deliberate distortion
ts a criminal offence.

The conlfcrence has been
spiit into seven sessions and
the lirst one was devoted o
Abu Mohammad Habfbullah
Memorial Leeture.

Prime |

Biswas stresses specialised
education system for deaf dumb

President Abdur Rahman
Diswas Sunday called for
changing the outlook of the
socicly towards the deal and
dumb and urged all to apprect.
ate the problems of the re-
tarded from humanitarian an-
gle, rcports 1SS,

Inaugurating the "Wcllare
fortnight for the decal organ-
iscd by Dangladesh National
Federation of the Deal at fts
headquarters  at [Mjoy Nagar,
in the city, the President said
while the deal and dumb have
been given full freedom Lo live
as normal citizens in other
countrics, they are being de-
prived of their rights in our
socicly. The socicly must do
somciling for them, so thal
they could live like normal eft-
izens, DPresident Diswas
siressed.

Presided over by Rear
Admiral MIlI Khan [Retd).
Prestident of the Federation,
the function was addressed,
among othcrs, by former
Presidential Adviser Alamgir
MA Kabir, Exccutive Vice
President Amina Dilgis and a
deal student of the federation

Obituary

Srcemali Krishnadasf
Gopini dicd of old ape comphi-
catioms“at her Thateribazar
residence in the city reeenly.
She was 101, reports I3SS,

«Alale,

r T .

BAFA artistes performing a geeti natya (opera) ‘Nakshi

Kanthar Math’ at the

concluding ceremony of

Tourism Week'92 at National Museum in the city,

Sunday

¥ Weather

~— Star photo

Thundershower likely

By Staff Correspondent

Rain/thundcrshower are likely to occur at a few

places

over Chitlagong division and one or two places over H.tjﬂ.hnhf
Dhaka and Khulna divisions till 6 pm today [(Monday),

according to Mecl officc.

Day temperature is likely to remain nearly unchanged over

the country.

The maximum temperature in the couniry, 32.2 degrec

Ceclsfus, was rccorded

at Satkhira whilc

the couniry's

minimum, 13.8 degree Celsius was reported from Dinajpur

Sunday.

The sun scis today (Monday) at 6:02 pm and riscs

tomorrow (Tucsday) at 6:19 am.
The maximum and minimum

.and the

lemperatlure

pcrr:cnlage nf humidity recorded in some major citics/ towns

Sunday we
Citdes/ Tuw“u Temperature Humidity
Max Min 9am 6 pm
Dhiaka, 30 18.5 01 66
Chillagong 27.2 20 B2 77
Rajshahi 30.8 16 08 72
Khuilna 31.4 22.4 85 63
Sylhet 26.5 16.6 90 B2
Rangpur 27  15.2 78 64
Mymensingh 29.6 16.6 RS 79
Comilla 28 18 o1 B8

::1

Nurul Momen.

The President said the deal
and dumb were our own chil-
dren and they have the rights
to enjoy all facilitics of the
Unlortunatcly we only

give them sympathy, but do
not discharge our social re-
sponsibility toward them, he
added.

Ile streascd the nced for
conceried efforts, by the vol-
uniary organisations and en-
lightened sections of Lthe soci-
cty to supplement government

ris in this regard. He also
appreciated the role of the
fcderatfon In creating op-
portunities for the decal and
called upon Lthe voluntary or-
ganisations to come forward In
this regard.

President iswas [clt the
urgent need for crealing spe
cialised cducation system [or
the deafl and dumb, saying that
only by imparting education
this rctarded scction could be
made a productive force. lle
rcminded the pcople of their
human and civic responsibility
to creale grealer scopes for
the retarded people.

Rear Admiral M |1 Khan,
President of the Federalion,
placed a six-point charter be-
fore the government for carry-
ing out effcetive rehabilftation
programme for the.deal |lic
demanded regular programme
in the eleclronic media 1o
sprcad the cducation for the
deal and recrcation for ercat-
ing public awnrcncss.

The charter ineluded for-
mulation of s
designed to suit the deals ap-

titude, establishmenl of special |

deal schools and audiometri-
cian training programmec and
spccial financial assistance for
deal education.

He said the fcderation was
giving top priorily to improv-
ing Lhe quality of the deal edu-

Huru! Momen, the deal stu-
dent, whose apeceh was trans-
latcd by a wcacher of the Denl
School, appcalcd 1o the
President as well as the socicty
to give humanilarian atiention
to their problems. lic said the
deal were ready to work and
live like normal citizens, but
thcy only nced support from
the state.

Census of stranded
Pakistanis
begins

The census of siranded
Paktstanis in Bangladesh began
in Dhaka Sunday meming at
Muhammadpur Gencva Camp,
a big concentration of stranded

populalion.

The consus Is being organ-

iscd jointly by the reproscnta-
tives of Pakistan government —
[abila al Islnmi and Stiranded
Pakistainis General Repatria-
tion Committce (SPGRC)
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ust for you

The Paily Star s pleased

column where indiﬂdu-lll and

publish Birthday and Anni m(:ﬂl-
atulat rdy Messages, Get-Well/
ood-Luck Wishes, Hrth!Dnth Announcements,

| In Memoriam, efc. at nominal cl'm!u
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For booking details,

I Mone :
PABX 145%1-2 & 246023-4. Ext: 20
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"NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES"

The contaipenised cargo ex. M.V. "Alligator Triumph” V-34391 from

Oakland, M.Y. "Alligator Joy” V-17575 from Seatde, M.V "Ocean

Sincerity” V-42B from Karachi, M. V. "New Oasis”

V-40130 from

Busan, M.V. " Mahabhum” V-94 & 95 from Bangkok, M.V. "Success
Hope™ V- 02019 from Kobe, Nagoya, Yokohama, have been relayed 1o
M.V. "NGS RANGER" V-2592 Imp. Rot. No. 123/ 92 is due 10 arrive
Chittagong on or about 3.3.92 from Singapore.

Consignees are requsted 1o take delivery of their carge from FCL
conlainers within 5 days free time from the date of landing and if cargo
not cleared within 45 days will be guided by Custome act.

BIRDS BANGLADESH AGENCIES LTD.

103, Agrabad Commercial Area, Chiltagong.
AS AGENTS"™ MITSUI OS.K. LINES, LTD TOKYO
PHONE : 500440, 503317, 500686/88.
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