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Sports Reporter
‘ The Mfth Benason and
Iedges World Cup, Lhe
% greatest competition in the
ﬂ genre of limiled-overs
ericket, has so far beon a
prophesiscers enigma. Lel
alone those well-wishers  or
supportcrs who have cmo-
tional mpport with any of the
nine wcams that are taking
. part in the month-long be-
% ﬁ nanza of ‘pyjama cricket
Down Under, even the logic
m abiding pundits have been
forced 1o eat  their words  in
the whirlpool of & series of upscis that has taken place in Lhe.
last seven days or so. Sunil Gavaskar baltling against Tauscel
umwnl Qi on a beast of a wivkel at Bangalore could hmf}
as the objective corrclative  for the unpredictability o

the turm of vemts,

Allan lorders Australia, until recently mated as the best
onc-day tcam, took a tlumble against New Zealand, the
cohosts, in the curtain rafscr on Fecbruary 22. Martin Crowe.
‘in a rare display of innovation as the captain and batsmanship
inspired the Kiwis 1o inflict a stinging and shocking 37-run
defcatl upon the pre-lournament [avouriics Australin, While
the whole of New Zoaland was cock-a-hoop wilh the victory,
England madce their intentions clear by beating India in
Merth by nine runs.

India was taken somewhat tly by the bettors after their
dismal poerformance in Australia but with their wealth of
batting underlined by the presence of blokes like Sachin
Tendulkar, Kapil, Majrekar, Srikkanth., Shastiri and
Azharuddin India looked enough of making a match of
il. And who docs not know that onc-day cricket is a balsman’s
gamc? [lut they gave an absolutcly amatcurish display against
the thoroughly professional Englishmen.

The West Indies, the undispuled kings of this type of
cricket with their explosive balsmen. athletic ficlding and
redoubtlable fast bowling baticry only a couple of ycars ago,
suffcred for the indifferent form of Lheir star performers and
also for the rctirement of genfusces like Lloyd, llolding,
Roberts and others. That them vulnerable and beatable
and othcr crickeling nalions recorded a number of wins
againsit them, something which was difficult to speculale in
the carly Eightics. But gonc are, Lthose days. Yet, at Mclbourne
on Sunday their huge ten-wickel viclory against Pakistan
encouraged many to consider' them as lournament favouriics.

Pakistan, an immenscly talented tcam handicapped by the
abscnce of Wagar Younis, the kingpin of their attack who had
to be flown back home because of a back injury, cut a sorry
figurc. Their problems were mulliplied by the shoulder
injury ol their inspirational skipper Imran Khan which forced
him to skip the maich.

Although Ramecez Raja’s inabilily to aceclerate the tempo
robbed Makistan of al lcast 20/25 runs yct the remarkable
casc with which Brian Lara and [layncs saw Lhe Caribbeans
through puzzled many. Wasim Akram’'s pacc. bounce and
movement caused Lhe pair quite a few concerns bul the rest
ol the bowlers looked pedestrian. It looks like Pakistan’s
bowling, onc of the most feared among the crickel playing
countrics, now will considerably hinder their chances of
making it to the scmis. With Miandad back in form and (he
ever-dependable Imran around 1o get the best out of the
talented batsmen like Rameez, Malik, Inzamamul and Amir
Sohail, the Makistant batting looks a grecal deal more solid

1 than it was touted and doubted initially.

Zimbabwe, who did quite well in the last two World Cup
compelitions, gave a Lrial of their balling polential against
Shri Lanka in [lamilton. Andy Flowcr got a superb ton to help
his sidc score an almost unassailable 312 from their quota of
overs but Shri Lanka’'s more cxpericneed batsmen, making
the most of a small ground, overtook the daunting total in a
record aggregate of runs.

On Fe 26 South Alfrica madc a dream dcbut in World
Cup ericket by providing the lournament its biggest upsct yet

Wesscls, who has the rare distinction of representing two
countrics in the World Cup [Australia and South Alrica) led
his sidc to a huge ninc-wicket viclory against hosts Australia
in Sydney. Alter Donald and company had rcstriclted the
kangaroos to 170 Wesscls guided his side to a well-merited
victory with a disciplined innings of B1.

Crickel lovers are ycl lo discover the two successive
debacles of the overwhelmingly fancied  side of the
compeiition. [3ul South African coach and one of the great all
roundcrs Mike Procier’'s fears that he was unsure about his
sidc’s ability o live up to the expectations afler the
foudroyant in Sydncy matcrislised as the New Zcalanders
thrashed them yesterday by seven wickets.

One of the intriguing factors of the upscts of this
compciition has been that #t has not been a matter of narrow,
hair-brecadth margins: whichever of the fancied teams in
losing, iU's boen lesing by a mile.

India’s chanees of slaging a comcback at the cost of the
relatively  inexpericnced and somewhat inconsistent Shri
Lankans suffcred a sctback on Friday as the match fell
through breausce of heavy rains and both tcams had to be
conicnt with a pointl. Shri Lanka, who lost their sccond match
to New Zealand, have now three points while India st with
their fingers crossed with just one point. India pushed
mercurial all rounder Kapil Dev 1o open the innings in the
match against Shri Lanka which had to be called off after just
two balls. With the chance of experiment slipping away, it
remains 1o be seen whether Kapil would be sent to opcn the
innings against the likes of McDermott, Reid and Whitney in
the malch against Australia today,

| England, aflcr their authentic six-wicket victory against
the West Indics, appear to be the side to beat alt New
Zcaland have also so far maintained a hundred percent
record. The English batting looks solid, the ficlding is top
class and above all the bowling has been impeccable. Even
then onc fecls that both England and New Zealand have so
far played to the best of their abgities and -in a game where
lortuncs arc oficn turned around by individual brilliance the
mediocrity of both New Zcaland and England can come a
cropper anyday.

New Zealand are leading the points table with six poinis
whilc minnows Zimbabwe, despite their brave shows, have
nol opcned their account. England  with two consecutive

wins havc collected four, Shri Lanka three from as man

malches, West Indies five from three, Pakistan and Sout
Alrica lwo points cach from as many matches, while India
have only onc from two matches.
All sald and done Australia, with their unquestioned store
of talent and home advantage can still make a comeback and
fl they can they will be the first-cver side to win the
championship on home soil. Who knows, as Geoflrey Madan
sald, “The dust of exploded belicls may yet make a fine
sunsel.” 2
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Shibu, Shima win
Nissan titles
Reporter

The Sth Nissan Cup tennis
championships concluded yes-
terday at the Gulshan Club
court with Shibu Lal and Shima
emerging champions in the
men's women's singles re-
spectively.

Ram Kumar of India became
the runner-up in the men's
singles while Kham Goodyecar
finished runner-up in the
women's 1

In the men's doubles, Amit
and Kumar, the visiting playcrs
from across the border,
clinched the title beating the
local pair of Marool and Hira
lﬂ-. i

The prize-giving ccremony
in the evening was gracced by
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas.

Full points
for PWD

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Public Works
Department Sporting Club
recorded Lheir fourth victory
in the Star First Division foot-
ball lcaguc beating Rahmatgan)
Muslim Fricnds Socicly by a
solitary goal in the flood-lit tic
at the Mirpur Stadium ycster-

The victory took PWD's
poinis tally 1o 11 from cight
gamcs while Rahmalganj, who
have also playcd cight games,
have as many points.

Jewel scored the all-impor-
tant goal for PWD in the final
minute of the [irst scssion fol-
lowing a goal mouth mclee.

Despite their repealed at-
tacks inside the opponent's
territory in the sccond hall,
Rahmatganj failed to comc
back inlo the game becausce of
poor marksmanship by thcir
forwards,

Jamrul of PWD and Sohel of
Rahmaitganj were shown the
ycllow cards. ¢+

In the othcer match of the
day, necwcomers Police
Athletic Club snatched an in-
valuable point when they held
the more fancicd Muktijoddha
Sangsad to a 1-1 draw,

Alter a barren [irst halfl
both the goals were scored in
the sccond scssion.

Rana put the freedom fight-
ers ahcad in the 60th minute
by converting a pcnalty (1-0).

Police drew lcvel three
minules from the time when
referee Nazir |lossain awarded
them a pcnally. Shahjahan
made ne mistake in converting
the spot kick (1-1).

Muktijoddha now have ninc
points whilc Police have only
three from cight games cach.

Nat'l gymnastics

from today
Sports Reporter

The 18th national gymnas-
tics champfonships-'92 orga-
nized by the Bangladesh
Gymnastics Federation(BGF)
begin today at the Bangladesh
Krira Shikkhya Protisthan
(BKSP), Savar, says a BGF press
rcicase.

Sccrclary ol Sports and
Youth Nurul Momen Khan will
inaugurate the mect at 10 in
the morning while Statc I
Ministcr for Sports and Youth
Sadck llossain Khoka will give
away prizes among the winners

day

President Abdur Rahman Biswas is giving away trophies on the conclusion of the 5th
Nissan Cup tennis tournament at the Gulshan Club yesterday.

| BU’s sweet revenge

Tie Bty Stur 11

o N
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Sports Reporter

A scintillating
107 not outl by
opener Nurul
Abedin Nobel and
a tclling a burslt
with the new ball
by Shri Lankan Fernando
helped [Irothers Unfon avenge
the defeat at the hands of
babes Public Works Depart-
ment in the opening enc-
ounter of this ycar's Navana
Premicr Division cricket
leaguc as the reigning champl-
ons oulplayed the ncwcomers
by B4 runs to gct off to a good
start in Lthe supcer league.

Nobel, who had hardly done
anything nolable with the bat
in the first phase apart from a
whirlwind cighty-plus knock,
yesticrday struck three sixes
and five fours in his 132-ball
knock as no other Brothers
batsman, with the ¢xceplion of
Tomal who got 21, crossed the
twentics:. Calcultan  Arup
Bhattacharya and llalim Shah
scored 17 each and wicket-
keeper Shovon chipped in
with and unbcaten 12 as
Brothers made 209 for six
wickcls [rom the 43 overs sent
down by the PWD bowlcrs.

Ehsan was Lhe mosl suc-
cessful of the PWD bowlers
with figurcs of two flor 36.
PWD’'s vcleran skipper
Jahangir Shah Badshah, who
took onc for 60 [rom cight
overs, was the worst sulferer.
Shabbir bowled much better
to claim onc for 25.

When PWD's Shri Lankan

| epcncer llamin was run aul for

onc no onc had any inkling of
the impending disaster to fol-

low soon. The man who causced
this dcvastation was Shri

Lankan allrounder T L
Fernandao.
The dark, curly-haired

medium-paccr with the flow-
ing action ripped through the
PWI) batling Hnc up. lic re-
moved  four batsmen, includ-
ing Shri Lankan Romcsh
Kaluwirthana, the mainstay of
the 'WD batting, for a nought.
Ashlaq. the olher paccman,
also joinced the act, clcan bowl-
ing Martho and Ehsan.

Rownakul Islam Tutul, the
opencr who has been in fine
form tLhis scason, fought a lonc
ballle with a defiant 54 before
holing out to Ashiaq ofl Nadir
Shah.

Kamrul was the other no-
table scorcr with 20 as PWD
wore booked for 125 in 32.5
OVUTS.

Fernando had a maich
winning analysis of four for 41
from ninc nn&n. Ashlaq look
iwo for 22. Arup and Nadir
picked up onc apieee,

GULSHAN'S WIN

Guishan Youth Club won
their scecond mateh of the
Navana Premicr [Division rele-
gation league against  hapless
Wari Club by five wickcts

Warl, suflfering their sce-
ond consceulive defeat, made
121 for ninc in 45 overs afller
being sent in to bat by the
Gulshan skippcer. Raju was
again his sidce's 1o scorer with
24 as Rupam with two for 14
and Manju with two for 33
lurned the serew on them.

Shri Lankan Rajkumara wilh
43 and Aril wilh 41 led the
victory chase for Gulshan,

Gulshan scored 125 for fiye
in 31.2 overs 1o walk away with
a live-wicket win;

Kajal and Kamrul of Wari
look one wicke! cach.

TODAY'S MATCH
Surja Tarun vs Lalmatia Club
(Dhaka Stadium)]

Déuble golds for
Shahana, Atiq

Sports Reporter
Qari Shahana n, who

won the first gold mecdal lor
Bangladesh in the fifth South
Asian Foederation (SAF) Games
held in the Shri Lankan capital
Colombo last December,
clinched her sccond gold
medal of the current 13th na-
tional shooting championships
by winning the women's stan-
dard riflc pronc-60-shots yes-
terday at the Gulshan Shooting
Range. She sccond 575 oul of a

600 s
Pnsﬂhilfm mt'gpsl nllr:*r -pistol -60-

shots cvent, Atiqur Rahman,
another double SAF pgold win-
ner, becanw champion scoring
509 poinls while laider Al
Babu with 499 and Asil I lossain
with 493 poinits linished sce-
ond and third respectively.

Earlier, on Thursday the
opcning day of the mect,
Shahana Parveen won the air
riflc _ 40-shots title, while
Aliqur Rahman clinched the
men's: air-pistol-60-shots and
Kamrul Islam Tito the mon's
English malch-60-shols cvent
on Friday.

DU cricket

Department of Pharnfacy
registered an ecmphatie  ten-
wicket viclory over
Department of Bio-chemistry
in the Dhaka Universily inter-
department cricket  compeli-
tion at the Jagannath [lall
cricket ground yesierday,

| BJMC riders

to the fore

Sports Reporter

The 17th national cycling
championships and Lhe [irst-
cver junior championships un-
der the auspices of the
Bangladesh Cycling Federation
gol undcrway ycsterday at the
Rajarbagh Police Lincs ground
with BTMC lcading the medal
table following the conclusion
of five cvents on the opening
day.

BTMC and BDR riders sct
ncw nalional records in the
100 km road tcam time trial
when they covered the dis-
tance in 2 hours 32.15 min-
utcs and 2 hours 37.1]1 min-
ules rospectively.

Three riders [rom BTMC _
Abdur Razzak in thc men's
4000 m scralch, Runa Laila in
the 4000 m women's scratch,
and Rahima Khatun in the
1000 m timc iral [linishcd
first clocking scven minutces
23.95 scconds, cight minules
30.48 scconds and onc minule

| Joyner-Kersee succeeds at last

53.50 scconds respecetively .

whilc Shahcb Ali of the BDR
took onc minute 34.72 sce-
onds Lo cover the men's 1000
m timce Lrial,

Law Minister Mirza Golam
llaliz fnauguraled the three-
day mect as chicl guest in the
allernoon.

Scventy-sceven cyclists in-
cluding 19 women are partici-
pating in thc national mcet
while there are 21 in the ju-
nior.

oxer sentenced
for manslaughter

ZURICII, Fcb 29 : A former

Swiss boxing champion has
been given an 18-month sus-
Endcd prison scnicnce afler

ing convicted of killing a
Tamil rcfugee in a drunken
fight, rcports AFT.

Walter Eberhardt, 42, was
convicted of involuntary homi-
cide in the July 1990 death of
Stvarugu Santhakumar, a 23-
year-old rcfugee from Sri

Imm
=berahrdl, a former Swiss
featherweight division title
holder, punched Santhakumar
once and the Tamil refugoe
struck his hcad sharply on the
ground and dicd shortly after-
wards.

The Diclsdaorl district court

found Ebcrhardi. who was |
drunk at the dme, guiliv of in
voluntary homicide but ruled
oul a racist motive 1 the
killing. calling it stmply “an in-

comprchensible act.” I

German captain Volker Fried and hi
the team beat Australia in final 4-0, in Karachi on Feb
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NEW YORK. Fcb
29: Jackic Joyn-
er-Kersee, winn-
er of three world
and tweo

L"wm-“wﬂﬁﬂlm

indoor championship te her
credits, reports Reuter.

In fact, she added twe in
onc day on Friday. e
the women's long ulmﬁu:z
the 80 metre hurd al the
USA-Mobil indoor track and
ficild champlonships at Madi-
son Square Garden.

Joyner-Kersee has been
compeling on the national
level sinee 1980, her freshman
ycar al university. Invariably.
whenever she eame o this
moeel, she compeiled against
tougher compelition suech as
Fast Germans Helke Drechsler
in the long jump and Cormnclia
Oschkenat in Lhe hurdics.

Im wvery happy. This
(winning a US title) was onc of
my goals,” sald Joyner-Kersee,
the reigning ouldoor quecn in
the hetathlon and long jump.

Joyncr-Kersee, who turmns
30 on Wednesday, captured
the long jJump with a
6. 84 melres (22 Feot, 5-1/4
inches) and ook the hurdics
in BO7 sceconds. She broke
well in the hurdles and led
comiortably until the c¢nd,
whon she had 10 hold off Kim
McKcnzic and Jackie
| lumphroy,

Joyncer-Kersee is scheduled
to Ny to Tokyo for a meet next
week, but hasn't dectded
whether o go.

“let's sec how | feel,” she
said. "Il | don't go to Tokyo, I'll
gct ready for the ouldoor scea-
RO,

Carl Lewis, compcling for
the sceond time this scason,
won the men's long jump with
n lacklustre effort 8.35 me-
tres (27 fect, 4-3/4 inches).
lic started the competilion
with lour poor jumps, although
he never Lralled in the compe-
titlon. Ilis best jump came on
his sixth and final attempt

"Obviously, I've jumped
betler,” Lewis sald. “I'm a Wile
tired this weck. | jumped
preily well considering Lhis is
the sccond Uime I've jumped
thts year.”

"My main objective belore |
retire is W jump a lot farther, |
definticly fecl | can go farther.
| won't rest until | reach my
potcntial.”

It was Lewis' 21sl conscru-
tive indoors long jump victory.

Ilis last loss came al this

Day of draws
Sports Reporter

Dhaka Wanderers Club
shared points with ncw-com-
crs Bangladesh Sporting Club
in a onc-all draw in the Creen
Dclta First Division hockey
leaguc at the Hockey Stadium

yeslerday.
W rcrs now have scven
points  while Bangladesh

Sporting have five, from ten
oulings cach.

Siam pul Wandcrers ahead
in the 27th minute while
Ehicsham cqualised for
Bangladesh Sporting a couple
of minutes afler the breather.

Siam of Wandcrers was
shown the ycllow eard.

Earlicr in the aficrnoon, the
malch between Police Athlclic
Club and Azad Sporting Club
also ended in a onc-all draw.

Aftlcr a barren first half
Shariful Alam soundcd the
board for Azad in the 65th
minule while Jahangir of
Police drew level five minutes
from the hootcer,

Police now have six points

'| from ten engagcements while

Arzad have four, also [rom ten

game.
TODAY'S MATCHES

Wari vs Usha KC (1:45 pm)
Marincr Youngs vs
Bachclors (3:156 pm)

Germany retain
Champions Trophy

KARACIII, Fcbhb 29: Andreas
Becker scored all four goals for
Germany as Lhey beal Australia
4-0 o rctain the Champions
Trophy men's hockey Litle on
Friday, rcports Reulter.

Becker destroyed the Austr-
alian challenge in an cxplosive
scven minules spell in the first
hall, scoring three quick goals
in succession.

Earlicr in the day, Pakistan
beat the Nctherlands 2-1 Lo
take third place In Lthe six-na-
tion championship.

Germany, who won the tro-
phy in Berlin last mr:? de-
[cating Pakistan, opencd Lhe
scoring in Lhe 26th minulc
when liccker scized on a pass
from Christian Blunck and put
the ball past Australian kecper
Lachlan Drcher from scven
mclres,

Four minutes later Backer
hit the target again, and when
Germany were awarded a short
corner lwo minutes from halfl-
time Becker was there Lo con-
verl.

In the sccond halfl, Australia
failed to find their rhythm and
Germany compleled the score-
line in the 69th minulc with
Beeker once again linding the
back of the net.

Pakistan skippcr Shahbaz
Ahmed was declared playcr-ol-
the-tournament for the sccond
successive championship. Aus-
tralia’s Stephen Davics was the
lop goal scorer wilth ecight
followed by Germany's Becker

con six.
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who inok sccond in 6. 56
mned ot o Josc,”

Noureddine Meoreeli of
Algeria, the peigning world in-
door and outdoer champion,
capturcd the men's mile in a
slow three Mminutes, 59.45

World indoor c hampion
Ditane Diwon ran 53 16 scoonds
in the 400 10 capture her JOth
conscrutive US title and | 1th
overall,

Sacchi swims to

world record

PALMA DE MALLORCA,
Spain. Feb 29 : Naly's Luca
Sacchi smashed the men's 400
metres individual medicy short
course¢ world rccord in the
first-ever finals of the swim-
ming World Cup on Friday, rc-

poris Reuler
Sacchi, winner of ihe
Europecan Litle last year.

touched home in four minulcs
8.77 sceonds, nearly four sec-
onds ahcad of sccond placed
Curties Myden of Canada.

lie ook nearly one second
ofT the previous world record
of 4:00.64 sct by Canada’s Alcx
Dauman in 1987

The ltalian kept a comfort-
able lead through the race but
pulicd ahead during the but-
terfly leg to put himself well in
contention for the world mark

JOYNEK-KEKSEE
Tokyo.

Marfa Mutola, a |9-year-old
Orcgon-bascd high school se-
nfor from Mozambique, won
the women's BOO in two min-
uics, 1.49 scconds. Mulola's
limec set a U S high school
record, breaking a mark estab-
Hished by Mary Decker in
1974. She held off Mededith

Raincy, who stumbled a bit  as he changed 1o frecstyle.
aller trying to pass Mutola Myden offercd the best op-
around the final turm. position during Sacchfs fault-
Both 80 mcire dashes pro-  less performance but the
duced photo finishes, with Canadian tired visibly in the

last leg and Sacchi was left o

leroy Burrell laking the mon's
battle against the clock

in 8.556 scconds and Michelle

_

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 43 Auld lang sediment cases

1 Ralph — 4 Tavern 25 Syllable
Kramden's 44 — -picker chamber before
vehicle (fussy 5 Word in cellar or

4 O'Hara one) Latin | water

ion 46 Habituate 6 Decom- 26 Arbore-
8 rets 50 Rest or pose tum star

12 Slender retire T Hebrew 27 Greek
finial 55 Legal " portico

13 Antz'I matter 8 Torn from 28 Hard work
sidekick 56 Anagram wear 29 River in

14 Confused of veer 9 Gl's France

15 Former 57 Leave out Yriend” 30 Covenant
chess 58 — 10 itmght 31 Catch
champ Antonio, be electric sight of

16 Rainbow Texas 11 Wodlul 35 Billy Joel
bonus? 59 Rolefor 17 “Ain't We hit of 1979

18 Fall flower  Rosalind Got —7" 38 Author

20 Toupee: Russell (1921 Balzac
s 60 Minuscule song) 40

21 Od 61 Summer 19 Winter 42 Alrncan
French drink time in nation;
coins DOWN N.Y. abbr.

24 Cozy 1 Key letter 22 Brain, in 45 Fox or
places 2 Javanese the turkey

28 Head to tree Philippines follow »
foot 3 Fine- 23 Cluster of 47 Maijor or

32 Pub grained spore Minor
missile Solution time: 28 mins. 48 Peruse

33 “..man — 49 Slave of
mouse?” Eor-

34 Jean of DREBHE 50 Ring
“Upstairs, RIO[T[E sparkler
Down- (AIS|E[L] 51 Eggs, 1o
stairs” T/ I|SERAIL Caesar

36 Zodiac OIDEAITIO 52 Pro — (for
lion PIEJE|D] | [N the time

| 37 Worm's BIEID|S being:
CEE0 © abbr
measure- IuIo[ANNS 110 )
| 39 Afternoon EIDBENIELS] ' “Eind
41 r;riﬂmmdher Yesterday’'s answer 8-28 Wmngda-

[ r C [ '
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CRYPTOQUIP

wEER
8-28 |

BQ EQR 1ZQ

“K 1ZQD M S

Yesterday's ul
ING CHURCH MIRISTER
SERVICE.”

letter stands for another. If

will equal O th
locating vowels. Solution is

roughou
words and words using an a

D MZEHVKZT

MSQRH VMPZYXXKZT VQPXYX?

KH "
: VERY ACCOMMODAT-
AID TO US, “I'M AT YOUR

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: E equals Y

The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one
you think that X equals O, it

t the puzzle. Single letters, short

ve you clues to
error.

rophe

trial an



